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Walking along the 
ocean shore in Hamp-
ton during the sum-

mertime and enjoying the beauti-
ful scenery with the warm tropical 
sun, I learned some life lessons 
that would live with me for a 
long time. One of my major take-
aways is from the rushing ocean 
current that often comes with so 
much force and speed as it heads 
towards the shore, but suddenly it 
dies down, and there is calmness.
The intermittent ocean current 
tells me that nothing is permanent 
in this earthly existence. Beauty is 
just for a moment; it will soon fade 
or become obsolete. The physical 
strength you have will wane with 
time. Wealth and riches dwindle 
as time progresses. What about 
human life? The Book of Psalms 
(103:15-16) answers this when 
it says, “As for man, his days are 
like grass; it flourishes like a flower 
of the field; for the wind passes 

over it and it is gone, and its place 
knows it no more.”
Furthermore, the Book of Job 
(14:1-2), adds, “Man who is born 
of a woman is few of days and full 
of trouble. He comes out like a 
flower and withers; he flees like a 
shadow and continues not.”
Life is precious, and we all tend to 
do all in our power to preserve life 
to the optimal level. I was once at 
the 96th birthday of a matriarch, 
and when she was responding to 
the guests at the surprise birthday 
party set up by her great-grand-
children, she started by asking 
God to keep her alive to cele-
brate more years. That was not a 
bad prayer; however, we expected 
words of thanksgiving to God for 
her life and health so far.
One of the best things you can 
wish anyone is a long life; in fact, it 
is one of the most famous prayers 
in the world, followed by prosper-
ity. On the other hand, the worst 
thing you can wish anyone is a 
death wish.

Dying to Live
The First Reading today (2 Mac-
cabees 7:1-2, 9-14) tells us about 
seven brothers and their mother. 
They were arrested and tortured 
to death successively follow-
ing the orders of the pagan king, 
Antiochus, who wanted them to 
denounce their faith in God by 
eating swine flesh. The spectacular 
thing about their death was their 
mother’s encouragement and their 

unwavering faith in God’s saving 
power that would lead them to 
everlasting life.
The narrative shows that their faith 
in God’s promise of life after their 
earthly life helped them to remain 
steadfast in their resolve to give up 
their lives. Before his gruesome 
death, the second brother says to 
the King, “You accursed fiend, you 
are depriving us of this present life, 
but the King of the world will raise 
us to live again forever. It is for his 
law that we are dying.” The fourth 
brother on his part says that it is 
his choice to die at the hands of 
men with the hope of being raised 
by God.
In the Gospel Reading (Luke 
20:27-38), some Sadducees come 
to our Lord Jesus Christ to ask 
his opinion about resurrection 
using a weird story about seven 
brothers who died successively but 
were married to the same woman. 
They want to know whose wife she 
would become at the time of res-
urrection.
Our Lord answers them by first 
indicating that at the time of the 
resurrection, people do not engage 
in marriage; neither do they die 
because they become like angels. 
Here our Lord Jesus Christ gives 
us an idea about life after the 
earthly life. The first thing we learn 
is that worldly concerns like mar-
riage and death do not have rele-
vance. Next, he indicates that the 
resurrected souls would become 
like angels and would be chil-
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dren of God. The basic fact about 
angels is that they are spiritual 
beings, and they exist only to do 
the will of God.

Moving Forward: The best life is 
beyond the Earth 
What is the best form of life? 
Life without stress and setbacks? 
Sure, nobody likes to go through 
stress and setbacks; however, they 
are part of our life on earth. The 
beauty of life is living in accor-
dance with the will of God and 
not about having the best of the 
material comforts of the world.
On the first day of November, 
we celebrated the solemnity of 
All Saints, which means all our 
departed brothers and sisters 
who are now enjoying life after 
this earthly life. If we go by the 
description of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, they are now like angels 
and have become eternally the 
children of God.
The life after this earthly exis-
tence is not a right we have as 
Christians; it is a reward for our 
steadfast love for God, especially 
as we strive to defend our faith in 
God. Often when people die, we 
mourn and cry because we will 
miss them. However, we often do 
not consider if they will receive 
the reward of rising to life follow-
ing their faith and faithfulness to 
God.
At the graveside of Lazarus, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, responding to 
Martha, says, “I am the resurrec-

tion and the life; he who believes 
in me, though he dies, yet shall 
he live and whoever lives and 
believes in me shall never die” 
( John 11:25-26). It is our faith 
that life is not ended at death but 
transformed. For this reason, St. 
Paul tells the Corinthians (2 Cor. 
5:1) that when our earthly tent is 
destroyed, we have a building not 
made by human hands in heaven.
The Liturgy of the Word today 
invites us to focus on life beyond 
earthly life. To achieve this, there 
will be a need for us to be open 
to the Lord’s strengthening in 
everything like St. Paul said in 
the Second Reading (2 Thes-
salonians 2:16-3:5). The divine 
strengthening will, in turn, assist 
us in resisting sin and evil like the 
seven Maccabean brothers and 
their mother even at the cost of 
our earthly lives.
As we continue our journey of 
faith, let us keep our eye on the 
glorious life that will never end or 
be destroyed by anything. 
Have a beautiful Sunday and a 
blessed week ahead.



God Was a Humble Carpenter
By Br. Bertrand Hebert, O.P., dominicanjournal.org

Jesus was a carpenter and he worked with a saw and 
a hammer
And his hands could form a table true enough to 
stand forever
And he might have spun his life out in the coolness of 
the morning
But he put aside his tools and he walked the burning 
highways
To build a house from folks like you and me

Singer-songwriter Johnny Cash composed these lyrics 
to describe a man with a less distinguished career than 
his own, a man with the lowly profession of a carpen-
ter. We should be all the more amazed to recall that 
the man with this modest job was Almighty God.
Before his public ministry, Jesus was not known for his 
elegance of speech or his miracles. On the contrary, 
his fellow Nazoreans were surprised by his words and 
deeds: “Where did this man get this wisdom and these 
mighty works? Is not this the carpenter’s son” (Matt 
13:54–55)? He certainly had a reputation, but only as 
a simple laborer. God the divine artisan abased himself 

to our human condition, but he didn’t stop there. The 
Son of God “went down” to Nazareth to be the son of 
a carpenter (Luke 2:51). “We should be astonished by 
[these words]: was that then the whole work of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God? His entire duty was to obey 
two of his creatures. With regard to what did he obey 
them? In the lowest of activities, in the practice of a 
mechanical art” ( Jacques-Bénigne Bossuet).
Yet, we who follow this humble carpenter are all too 
quick to complain when the work assigned to us is 
beneath our dignity, unworthy of our talents—as if 
these were our own in the first place (1 Cor 4:7).
Standing up to our pride, Christ’s handiwork endures 
to this day. Jesus was a good carpenter, building things 
to last. He built his dwelling place within our souls 
( John 14:23; Eph 2:22) and a place for us to abide in 
his Father’s house ( John 14:2). He constructed a table 
whose purpose continues in the heavenly banquet and 
the Sacrifice of the Mass (Luke 22:30; 1 Cor 10:16).
Among all the things his loving hands made, his great-
est work was also fashioned with wood: the Cross. The 



hardness of the nails became softened 
with sweetness, placed in the hands 
of this humble carpenter. The simple, 
zebra-striped grain of the wood was 
painted elegantly with the blood of 
the Lamb. As Christ had been recog-
nized in Nazareth for his carpentry, he 
was recognized in an entirely new way 
for this lowly, cruciform craft: “Truly 
this man was the Son of God” (Mark 
15:39)!
When we undergo suffering, do we 
think this abasement is beneath us? 
Do we, lowly creatures, spurn what the 
Most High God took upon himself as 
a labor of love?  
Rather than shun the humiliation, we 
should give thanks for being made 
instruments and tools of this divine 
carpenter. As the Church works to bap-
tize all nations, souls are continuously 
built into a temple of God. At the table 
of our Father’s house, the Eucharist is 
celebrated from the rising of the sun to 
its setting. In our sufferings, we supply 
for what is lacking in the afflictions of 
Christ (Col 1:24). May we continue 
to give praise and glory to God by our 
humble cooperation in the work of 
this carpenter’s calloused and nail-torn 
hands.

Come again now Jesus be a carpenter 
among us
There are chapels in our discontent, 
cathedrals in our sorrows
And we dwell in golden mansions 
with the sand for our foundations
And the raging water’s rising and the 
thunder’s all around us
Won’t You come and build a house on 
rock again
Jesus was a carpenter and He worked 
with a saw and a hammer
And His hands could form a table 
true enough to stand forever

How to Pray for Those in Purgatory
By Msgr. Charles Pope, simplycatholic.com
Any prayer or pious act applied to the souls in purgatory can be a 
way to pray for them. The most effective manner of praying is to 
have Masses offered for them or to apply the fruits of your own 
attendance at Mass. The Rosary, too, is a wonderful way to pray 
for them.
We pray for the souls in purgatory because they are undergoing 
the final purifications that are necessary for most of us after we 
die. This is because Scripture says of heaven: “nothing unclean will 
enter it” (Rv 21:27). Jesus also made a promise to each of us when he 
said, “So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt 5:48).
Most of us realize that few leave this world as perfect or pure, even 
if they are in friendship with God and in a state of grace. Some 
final work must be done to take away any final attachments to 
sin, any rough edges, any sorrows, regrets or hurts. These things 
are surely disclosed when we appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ (see 2 Cor 5:10).
How this purification is done is mysterious, but Scripture gives 
two images, one consoling and the other more vigorous. The Book 
of Revelation supplies the consoling thought that, regarding the 
dead, Jesus “will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be 
no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, [for] the old order 
has passed away” (Rv 21:4). The more vigorous text comes from St. 
Paul, who speaks of a fiery purgation the dead will pass through 
on the day of judgment: Each one’s work will become manifest, 
“for the Day will disclose it. It will be revealed with fire, and the 
fire [itself ] will test the quality of each one’s work. If the work 
stands that someone built upon the foundation, that person will 
receive a wage. But if someone’s work is burned up, that one will 
suffer loss; the person will be saved, but only as through fire” (1 
Cor 3:13-15).
So on account of this judgment and purification (that seems nec-
essary and is taught), we pray for the dead that this process be 
swift and that they be in the full glory of heaven soon.
It is the instinct of the Church that our prayers help, which is an 
ancient practice, stretching back into the Old Testament (see 2 
Mc 12:40-46). It is our wish to assist these souls and speed their 
purifications that may be necessary and that they may be under-
going. We are not always sure of how time here relates to time 
there, or even if they experience time as we currently do. Yet, still, 
it is our instinct to pray and assist them in those final finishing 
touches, as the Lord completes His masterpiece.



Louise Serreno*
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Tammy Bennett 
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Donations Received as of October 30 (Week 18)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 12 $419

St. Elizabeth’s 20 $635
St. Mary’s 17 $60
St. Theresa’s 51 $1,441

Total 100 $2,555

Outside Donations $1,383
Year to Date Received $50,099
Goal $48,462
Ahead/Behind Goal + $1,637

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

BUILDING FUND
St. Elizabeth’s: $638
OTHER DONATIONS: 
St. Mary’s (Retired Priests/Religious): $10
DIOCESAN APPEAL REBATE
We received our second round of parish sharing funds 
from the 2022 Annual Diocesan Appeal in the amount 
of $635.  Thank you for supporting the bishop’s appeal!

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

11/5 SATURDAY
4pm Daniel Thomas Mullady U

6pm St. Mary’s parishioners

11/6 SUNDAY

9am Bishop Knestout

11am Bob James U



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
7:  Johnny Horn | 9: Jaiden Borish

OFFICE CLOSED!

The parish office will be closed on Tuesday, November 8 (Election Day) and there will be no daily Mass.

NEW YEAR’S RETREAT: REBUILDING YOUR TEMPLE

Begin the New Year with an answer to the question:  What does it really mean to be a temple of the Holy Spirit?  
Let Franciscan Friar, Fr. Peter Tremblay, lead you on a journey of discovery, beginning with God’s original temple 
plan in creation to the true temple food in the Eucharist. In addition to powerful preaching, there’ll be Mass, con-
fession, Matins, Vespers, and Adoration—plus time to simply reflect upon the New Year, enjoy the gas logs in our 
lounge, or explore the beautiful grounds of the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC.  
Two nights, December 30–January 1. As a special treat, the retreat includes a New Year’s Eve banquet and tradi-
tional festivities. Last year was sold out, so register now at www.catholicconference.org/new-years. For more infor-
mation email info@catholicconference.org or call (828) 327-7441.



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


