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The following dialogue 
transpired between Pilate 
and our Lord Jesus Christ 

inside the praetorium early in the 
morning before the crucifixion.
Pilate: (Entering the praetorium 
again, summoned Jesus, and asked 
him): Are you the King of the Jews?
Jesus: Do you ask this on your own, 
or did others tell you about me?
Pilate: I am not a Jew, am I? Your 
own nation and the chief priests 
have handed you over to me. What 
have you done?
Jesus: My kingdom is not from this 
world. If my kingdom were from 
this world, my followers would 
be fighting to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, 
my kingdom is not from here. 
Pilate: So, you are a king?
Jesus: You say that I am a king. For 
this I was born, and for this I came 
into the world, to testify to the truth. 

Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.
Our Lord Jesus Christ began the 
commissioning of the apostles to 
spread the good news by saying, 

“All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me” (Matt. 
28:18).
In the Second Reading today 
(Colossians 1:12-20), St. Paul 
gives us a biography of our Lord 
Jesus:
He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation; for in 
him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all 
things have been created through 
him and for him. He is before all 
things, and in him, all things hold 
together.
All these references bring our 
minds to the reality of the uni-
versal kingship of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which we celebrate today. 
Pope Pius XI proposed and insti-
tuted the feast of Christ the King 
in 1925. The feast came at a time 
when the world was becoming 
increasingly secular and dispas-
sionate about the authority of 
Christ with the rising of dictator-
ship among world leaders.
Through the encyclical Quas 
Primas, Pope Pius wanted to 
achieve three things with the feast 
of Christ the King:
1. To differentiate the Church 

from the state as a community 
that recognizes the divine 
authority and leadership that 
comes from our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

2. To draw the attention of 
nations and world leaders 
to the supreme and divine 
authority of Jesus Christ.

3. To make the faithful experi-
ence the power and presence 
of Christ the King in their 
souls, minds, and bodies 
during the celebration.

Jesus Christ, a king unlike others
We can appreciate the kingship of 
our Lord Jesus Christ more when 
we understand the nature and 
character of his kingship. In the 
dialogue with Pilate at the begin-
ning of this reflection, our Lord 
made it clear that his kingdom is 
not of this world. In the Gospel 
(Luke 23:35-43), the good thief 
on the right hand of the crucified 
Lord begged him to remember 
him in his kingdom and respond-
ing to him, our Lord assured him 
that he would be with him in his 
kingdom.
Kings are born in palaces, but 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the King 
of Kings, was born in a manger 
meant for little animals (Luke 2:7). 
Kings of the world sleep in cozy 
beds, but Jesus Christ, the humble 
King of Glory, had nowhere to 
lay his head (Matt. 8:20). Earthly 
kings have people who serve and Fr. Eric Anokye
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even die for them, but our king 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, came to 
serve and to lay down his life as a 
ransom (Mark 10:45). Kings are 
known for their pride and exu-
berance. However, our Lord Jesus 
Christ was humble even unto 
death (Phil 2:8). All other kings 
die no matter how long they live 
on earth, but our Lord Jesus is 
the only king that won victory 
over death (1 Cor. 15:57), and he 
would never die again (Romans 
6:9).

Moving forward: Enjoying the 
benefits of the kingship of Jesus 
Christ
The Second Reading relates how 
the Father has delivered us from 
the power of darkness and trans-
ferred us to the Kingdom of His 
beloved Son in whom we have 
redemption and forgiveness of sin.
One of the expressions of the 
power of the evil one in the 
world is the prevalence of dark-
ness. Spiritually, darkness is the 
absence of light, and the absence 
of light entails the lack of the 
loving presence of Jesus Christ. 
In the Gospel of John (8:12), he 
tells us that He is the light of the 
world, and whoever follows Him 
will not walk in darkness. With 
Jesus Christ as our King, we 
depart from darkness and walk 
and live in the light.
The kingship of our Lord Jesus 
Christ leaves us with the hope of 

a better place after the changes 
and challenges of the present 
life. Here we can connect with 
the thief on the right hand of the 
Lord, who got an eleventh-hour 
rescue from the damnation of hell. 
Moreover, as co-heirs, we shall 
reign eternally with our Lord 
Jesus Christ (2 Tim.2:12).
As we celebrate the Feast of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, it would be 
worthwhile for us to make efforts 
to dethrone all the contending 
kings and kingdoms in our lives. 
These may come in the form of 
sin and toxic habits and lifestyles. 
May the King of Kings always 
reign consistently in our lives! 
God bless you.



The Solemnity of Christ the King
By D.D. Emmons, simplycatholic.com
On the last Sunday of the liturgical year, Catholics 
celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King. A relative 
newcomer to the Church calendar — established in 
the 20th century — this feast is designed to give spe-
cial recognition to the dominion Christ our Lord has 
over all aspects of our lives. But why and how did it 
come about? And why is it so important today?
When Cardinal Ambrogio Achille Ratti was elected 
pope and took the name Pope Pius XI, much of the 
world was in shambles. The year was 1922, and while 
the bloodletting of World War I (1914-1918) had 
ended, widespread peace and tranquility were not evi-
dent.
The war to end all wars had been especially devastating 
to England and the countries of continental Europe. 
Additionally, the overthrow of the Romanov tsars by 
the Russian Revolution had created great upheaval in 
Russia and brought immense suffering. Governments 
were in economic chaos, unemployment was rampant 
and people in many places were literally starving to 
death.
The stability of the old social and political orders that 
had embraced royal houses and crowned heads of state 
was crumbling. The victorious warring powers sought 
severe penalties and unreasonable reparations from the 
vanquished Germans through the Treaty of Versailles.
Pessimism, a sense of helplessness compounded by 
hatred among the nations, was overwhelming. The 
time was ripe for the rise of tyrants, and rise they did. 
The festering philosophies of fascism, National Social-
ism (the Nazis) and communism now spawned the 
likes of Benito Mussolini, Adolf Hitler and Joseph 
Stalin. Pope Pius XI’s predecessor, Pope Benedict XV, 
had warned about this prophetically in 1920 when he 
wrote, “There can be no stable peace or lasting treaties, 
though made after long and difficult negotiations and 
duly signed, unless there be a return of mutual charity 
to appease hate and banish enmity.”
In their distress, people clung to anyone who offered 
them hope, offered some kind of direction out of the 
chaos and promised to put food on their tables. They 

gravitated to the emerging dictators, and as they did 
they often sought to be self-sufficient to the exclusion 
of God from their everyday lives.
Many considered the basics of morality and the teach-
ings of the Church to be out of date, no longer relevant 
in 20th-century society. Modern thinking allowed that, 
at most, Christ might be king in the private life of the 
individual, but certainly not in the public world.
Some political regimes advocated the banishment of 
Jesus altogether, not only from society, but from the 
family as well. As nations were reborn and govern-
ments restructured, their foundations, policies and 
laws were often being fashioned without regard to 
Christian principles.

Affirming Christ’s Kingship
In all these developments, the new Pope Pius XI saw 
that people were denying Christ in favor of a lifestyle 
dominated by secularism, material advantage and false 
hope created by the tyrants.
He realized that he had to address the political and 
economic forces that were crowding out the kingship 
of Jesus. As a start, he dedicated his reign as pope to 

“The Peace of Christ in the Kingdom of Christ” ( Pax 
Christi in Regno Christi ).
In 1925, the Church celebrated a jubilee year in honor 
of the 1,600th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea. 
The council fathers taking part in that ancient gath-
ering in A.D. 325 had affirmed the full divinity of 
Jesus Christ as God the Son, one in being with God 
the Father. Their pronouncement became a creed that 
was later expanded into what we now call the Nicene 
Creed, which we still profess at Mass every Sunday.
Throughout the anniversary year, Pope Pius con-
stantly emphasized the kingship of Christ as declared 
in the Creed: “His kingdom will have no end.” He 
stressed that theme throughout the year as it repeat-
edly appeared in the Church’s celebrations of the 
Annunciation, the Epiphany, the Transfiguration and 
the Ascension. As part of the Holy Year, which was 
afforded great attention and pomp by the Vatican, 



hundreds of thousands of pilgrims flocked to Rome, 
demonstrating great fervor for their faith.
On Dec. 11 of the jubilee year, and in order to acknowl-
edge perpetually the supremacy of Jesus Christ over all 
men, nations and earthly allegiances, the pope issued 
the encyclical Quas Primas, which added the feast of 

“Our Lord Jesus Christ the King” to the annual Church 
liturgical calendar.
Some at the time argued that such a celebration was 
unnecessary because the ancient feast of the Epiphany 
already acknowledged Christ as King. But more than 
340 religious leaders, including cardinals and bishops, 
had called for the new celebration, and the pope was 
glad to grant their request.
The encyclical provided for the feast of Christ the King 
to be held each year on the last Sunday of October. 
This date, a week before All Saints’ Day and four weeks 
before Advent, was carefully chosen: It reminded the 
people that Jesus Christ is not only King of this world, 
reigning among nations today; He is also the eternal 
King, glorified by the saints in heaven, who will one 
day come to judge all humankind.
In his encyclical, the pope noted that the continuing 
disorder of that era, what he called “the plague of 
society,” had long been festering and was the result 
of nations rejecting Christ. Later in the encyclical 
the pontiff pointedly reminded national governments, 

“Christ, who has been cast out of public life, despised, 
neglected and ignored, will most severely avenge these 
insults; for His kingly dignity demands that the State 
should take account of the commandments of God 
and of Christian principles, both in making laws and 
in administering justice, and also in providing for the 
young a sound moral education” (No. 32).

Time for Consecration
The pope instructed the faithful to use this annual cel-
ebration as a time to consecrate themselves, or renew 
their consecration to, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, explic-
itly tying the celebration to devotion to the Sacred 
Heart and to the living Christ in the Eucharist. He 

also called for Catholics to make reparations for the 
widespread atheism being practiced in many countries.
In 1969, Pope Paul VI took several steps to enhance 
the witness of the feast day. To emphasize Christ’s 
universal reign, he changed the name of the celebra-
tion to the feast of “Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 
All” ( Domini Nostri Iesu Christi universorum Regis) 
He also changed the date to the last Sunday in the 
liturgical year, emphasizing even more strongly the 
connection between Christ’s kingship and His second 
advent (coming) to judge the world. In addition, the 
pope raised the feast to the highest rank of celebration 
on the Church calendar, that of a “solemnity.”
Today, peace still eludes us; social, political and eco-
nomic orders are shaking; and the nations continue in 
many ways to reject the light of the Gospel. We can be 
grateful, then, for the chance to celebrate each year the 
Solemnity of Christ the King — for the world needs 
now, more than ever, our witness to His rule over all 
things.
On the kingship of Christ

The rebellion of individuals and states against the 
authority of Christ has produced deplorable conse-
quences … the seeds of discord sown far and wide; 
those bitter enmities and rivalries between nations, 
which still hinder much the cause of peace; that insa-
tiable greed which is so often hidden under a pretense 
of public spirit and patriotism, and gives rise to so 
many private quarrels; a blind and immoderate self-
ishness, making men seek nothing but their own com-
fort and advantage, and measure everything by these; 
no peace in the home, because men have forgotten or 
neglect their duty; the unity and stability of the family 
undermined; society, in a word, shaken to its founda-
tions and on the way to ruin. We firmly hope, however, 
that the feast of the Kingship of Christ, which in the 
future will be yearly observed, may hasten the return 
of society to our loving Savior.

— Pope Pius XI, encyclical Quas Primas , no. 24

(Continued last page)
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Donations Received as of November 13 (Week 20)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 14 $197

St. Elizabeth’s 21 $620
St. Mary’s 10 $355
St. Theresa’s 56 $1,834

Total 101 $3,006

Outside Donations $50
Year to Date Received $57,897
Goal $53,846
Ahead/Behind Goal + $4,050

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS —THANK YOU!

Mineral, VA donor: $50
BUILDING FUND
St. Joseph’s: $20 
St. Mary’s: $230 
St. Theresa’s: 207
ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM: 
Clinch Valley Medical Center & private donors: $450

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

11/19 SATURDAY
4pm Mattie Vance U & Robert F. Baxter, Jr. U

6pm Kelly Palzer (birthday)

11/20 SUNDAY

9am Bishop Knestout

11am Doug Tabor U



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
25:  Fr. Dan Brady | 26: Tim Crouse

ANNIVERSARIES
20: Bob & Kathy Buchanan

OFFICE CLOSED!
The parish office is closed on Thursday and Friday, November 24 & 25. There will also be no daily Mass on Friday, 
November 25.

THANKS FOR GIVING!
The Tazewell Ministerial Association is having their “Thanks-for-Giving” service at Main Street United Methodist 
Church this Sunday, November 20 at 6pm with light refreshments to follow. Fr Eric will be participating in the ser-
vice. If you can’t attend, you still have an opportunity to help.  Make checks payable to the Tazewell Ministerial Asso-
ciation and we will forward your gift. Please remember, the Ministerial Association is the resource to help struggling 
families in Tazewell and Richlands. Your generous contributions directly go to help Tazewell Co. families in need.

We thank Mike Martin and his wife Debbie from St. Michael in Glen Allen for bringing us a generous donation 
of coats last weekend from two councils of the Knights of Columbus in Richmond. The Abingdon council of the 
KofC inducted Zach Hach into the Knights. Thank you, St. Michael and Our Lady of Lourdes councils and con-
gratulations, Zach!
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(The Solemnity of Christ the King, cont.)

The “Power” of Jesus Christ
But in what does this “power” of Jesus Christ the 
King consist? It is not the power of the kings or the 
great people of this world; it is the divine power 
to give eternal life, to liberate from evil, to defeat 
the dominion of death. It is the power of Love that 
can draw good from evil, that can melt a hardened 
heart, bring peace amid the harshest conflict and 
kindle hope in the thickest darkness. This Kingdom 
of Grace is never imposed and always respects our 
freedom. Christ came “to bear witness to the truth” 
( Jn 18: 37), as he declared to Pilate: whoever accepts 
his witness serves beneath his “banner.” . . . Every 

conscience, therefore, must make a choice. Who do I 
want to follow? God or the Evil One? The truth 
or falsehood? Choosing Christ does not guarantee 
success according to the world’s criteria but assures 
the peace and joy that he alone can give us. This is 
demonstrated, in every epoch, by the experience of 
numerous men and women who, in Christ’s name, 
in the name of truth and justice, were able to oppose 
the enticements of earthly powers with their differ-
ent masks, to the point that they sealed their fidelity 
with martyrdom.

— Pope Benedict XVI, on the feast of Christ the 
King, Nov. 22, 2009


