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Asign refers to something 
that reflects the potential 
presence of another thing. 

In a more straightforward descrip-
tion, a sign is a reality that points 
to another fact which may or may 
not be present. In other words, a 
sign communicates value to the 
mind or understanding of anyone 
who encounters it. Generally, signs 
are predictive guides.
There are natural signs like smoke 
indicating the presence of fire 
or thick dark clouds pointing to 
potential rains. In medicine, there 
are vital signs that show the status 
of physical health. Spiritual signs, 
on the other hand, are more com-
plicated because one can’t under-
stand them through the senses like 
the smoke indicating a fire. Instead, 
one gets to understand spiritual 
signs through divine revelation.
In the First Reading today (Isaiah 
7:10-14), God encouraged Ahaz, 
the king of Judah, to ask for a sign 
as deep as the netherworld or as 
high as the sky. This conversation 

was happening when Rezin, the 
king of Aram, allied with Pekah, 
the king of Israel, to attack Jerusa-
lem, the capital of Judah. Though 
they could not conquer the city, 
the king and the people were 
greatly troubled.
Responding to God’s instruction 
to ask for a sign, Ahaz the king, 
declined. God, however, gave a 
sign which stated that a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall name him Emmanuel. How 
does this sign help Ahaz in his 
present predicament? Can we say 
that the sign is out of context since 
the prophecy was realized after 
seven hundred years when the 
Virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus, 
the Emmanuel? Yes and no!
The beginning of that seventh 
chapter of the Book of Isaiah tells 
that Jerusalem was attacked but 
not conquered. However, the king 
and the people were still in fear. 
God assured Ahaz that He was 
with them and would save them. 
Concerning the virgin that would 
bear a Son, the Emmanuel, God 
was projecting that in the future, 
He would come to be with His 
people in human flesh (See John 
1:14), and save them not just from 
the aggression of worldly kings 
but from the king of evil, the devil 
himself.
Mary’s Virginity & Virginal Birth
Mary’s virginity is indisputable. 
The account of Luke (1:26ff ) 
tells us that, “In the sixth month, 
the angel Gabriel was sent from 

God to…a virgin betrothed a 
man called Joseph, of the house of 
David, and the virgin’s name was 
Mary.”
The sixth month here refers to the 
timing of the pregnancy of Eliz-
abeth. The preceding verses (Luke 
1:24-25) tell us about her fifth 
month. After the encounter with 
the angel Gabriel, we learn that 
Mary, hearing about the status of 
her cousin Elizabeth, traveled to 
see her and stayed with her for 
three months (Luke 1:56). She 
could have witnessed the birth of 
John the Baptist.
Upon Mary’s return after the visit 
to Elizabeth, it became clear that 
she was pregnant, as the Gospel of 
today reveals (Matthew 1:18-24). 
One could imagine the confusion 
and frustration of Joseph, who 
was waiting for Mary to return 
from her cousin’s to conclude the 
marriage rites. He was planning to 
end the union when the angel of 
the Lord visited to tell him not to 
dismiss her because the child was 
conceived through the power of 
the Holy Spirit and he obeyed and 
took Mary to his house but he did 
not have relations with her (Matt. 
1:25); who would dare enter where 
God is sitting?
Moving Forward: Understanding 
the Sign of Emmanuel
From the following elucidations, 
we understand that the Virgin’s 
conception and the birth of the 
Emmanuel is the sign, but what is 
it indicating?
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To answer the above question, we 
need to understand why our Lord 
Jesus Christ came in the first 
place. St. Paul’s First Letter to 
Timothy (1 Tim. 1:15) says that 
Jesus Christ came to the world to 
save sinners. And talking about 
sinners, we all are (Romans 3:23). 
Furthermore, speaking in the first 
person, our Lord Jesus Christ 
says, “The Son of Man came to 
seek and save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). Putting everything 
together, we can say that the birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is a sign 
of our salvation; in order words, 
Christmas is a divine sign point-
ing to Easter. Without Christmas, 
Easter would have no relevance.
The most critical word in the 
Liturgy of the Word today is 

“Emmanuel” which means God-

is-with-us. God’s presence in 
our midst should be the turning 
point of the narratives of our lives. 
When God is with us nothing 
and nobody can successfully be 
against us (Romans 8:31). God 
is with us to take away our sins 
( John 1:29). God is with us to 
fight our battles (Psalm 35:1). 
God is with us to give us life in 
abundance ( John 10:10b).

As we celebrate this Fourth and 
last Sunday of Advent, may we 
continue to radiate in the joy of 
the sign of the Emmanuel that 
will lead to our redemption from 
the stranglehold of sin and dam-
nation.
Have a blessed Sunday, and may 
your blessings increase with the 
presence of God in our midst!



How to deal with family chaos at Christmas
By Simcha Fisher, OurSundayVisitor.com
One of the great mercies of being the mother of a large 
family is you know one thing for sure: This can’t all be 
your fault. How could it be? You have raised at least 
some of your children more or less the same way, at the 
same time, using the same parenting techniques and 
the same amount of money in the same house, being 
the same person the whole time, and yet they all turn 
out so very different.
If ever I feel sorry for parents of one child, it’s because 
they might think all their child’s virtues and flaws are 
the result of their parenting. They’re not. Some are, to 
be sure, but some is pure witless genetics, and some 
is environment beyond family, and some of it is luck, 
some is miscellaneous, and a lot of it is meaningful but 
completely mysterious, known only to God himself, 
and he’s not telling.
Let’s take a look at my own kids. Let’s take a look 
at them on Christmas morning after Midnight Mass, 
when they’re opening presents, and the secrets that 
lurk in the hearts of Fishers are revealed. I have tried 
to teach all my children generosity and gratitude, thrift 
and any number of other salutary virtues that I think 
will serve them well in life. How’s that worked out?
Well, one of them will be sitting in a pile of wrapping 
paper and random things her siblings grabbed off the 
rack at the dollar store, every single time she opens a 
present, she will shout, “It’s just what I wanted!” and 
she will mean it, too.
What a grateful and generous heart, you will think! 
Yes, up to a point. But that same kid will have carefully 
wrapped either a 50-cent Walmart cake or a 50-cent 
Walmart pie for everyone she knows, because it was 
the cheapest thing she could think of. She figured 
out long ago that this method allowed her to pocket 
a good half of her allowance, while the rest of those 
suckers were blowing the whole thing. But also, she 
is so extremely delighted with her cleverness, and that 
delight is so contagious, that everyone who opens a 
present from her is delighted, too, and we eventually 
all begin chanting, “Cake or pie? Cake or pie?” as each 
person opens up yet another tiny, squashy box from 
her, only to cheer uproariously when it turns out to be 

either a cake or a pie. And so it became a tradition. The 
“cake or pie” chant is now my favorite part of Christ-
mas morning.
One of my less favorite parts is when one kid invari-
ably manages to convince themselves that all their 
carefully curated presents are disappointing, not any-
where near what they wanted, and probably a sign that 
nobody really knows them or loves them, and then 
retreats guiltily to their room with their stocking to 
sulk, and also feel embarrassed about sulking. It’s not 
the same kid every year, mind you, just to keep us on 
our toes. Next year, that same kid will spend Novem-
ber earnestly begging us to donate their present budget 
to the food pantry, because they already have every-
thing they need.
One of my more favorite parts of Christmas morning 
is when another kid, who has some recessive organi-
zational gene, manages to get everyone interested and 
excited about a complicated new board game he just 
unwrapped, and as they all master it, there is laugh-
ing and hooting and convulsing for a good 45 minutes 
before the bickering starts up again, the merriment 
devolves, and people retreat back into their chocolate 
hoards for comfort.
One kid looks forward to the traditional Chinese 
take-out food we order every year, and would con-
sider Christmas barely valid if we so much as switched 
restaurants; and one kid takes it personally that we 
order Chinese every year, because she once threw up 
Chinese food, and she’s holding a grudge, and now it’s 
part of the tradition to order her a sandwich. Another 
kid loves Chinese food but is also jealous of sandwich 
kid, because she also loves sandwiches. And so it goes.
We have kids who want to spend Christmas playing 
medieval Celtic music because they’re nostalgic for a 
simpler time that may or may not have existed hun-
dreds of years before they were born, and we also have 
kids who want to play Mario Kart all day because 
they just unlocked new levels or something, and Rain-
bow Road doesn’t cause nearly as much neurological 
damage as it seems. We have kids who want to reen-
act the Nativity story with their Montessori-approved 



wooden figurines, and kids who consider the Mr. Bean 
version, with the dinosaurs and the helicopters, to be 
an essential part of the Gospel. And I will be honest, 
the Gospel of Mr. Bean just about tided me over last 
year, when one of my other kids didn’t even show up, 
because she wasn’t talking to us at the time.
And I raised them all the same way! I tried so hard with 
every one of them, and they all turned out different, 
because they are who they are. They do have virtues, all 
of them. Just not necessarily the ones I tried to arrange 
for or the ones I immediately recognized the value of. 
That’s how it goes. That’s how people are.
Why am I telling you this? Because Christmas is a big 
“Am I Doing This Right?” time for Catholics. This seems 
to be true whether they have big families or small, or 
whether they have families at all. We feel a tremendous 
amount of pressure to show up on Dec. 25 with all our 
ducks in a row. And maybe it’s not about presents at all, 
but about the spiritual experience we’ve had through-
out Advent, or the relationship we find ourselves having 
with God when we arrive at Christmas day. We feel a 
massive obligation to somehow have the ultimate expe-

rience that we imagine we’re supposed to be having on 
this extremely important liturgical day.

And we forget, somehow, that we still are who we are. 
Individual human beings made in part by how we were 
nurtured, and genetics, and our environment, and mis-
cellaneous elements, and a giant, heaping scoop of mys-
tery known only to God.

What do you do? What can you possibly do?

I am a mother, and I will tell you what to do, because 
this is what I do with my kids: You turn it all over to 
God. You turn yourself over to God. You don’t even 
have to know exactly what you mean by that; just do it, 
try it, and trust that God knows what it means, because 
he made you and he knows what is good and lovable 
about you, far better than you know it yourself.

You make a big messy package of yourself and you give 
it to the newborn Christ child as a gift. Do it now!

What do you suppose he will say when he receives this 
present? I promise he will say, “It’s just what I wanted!” 
And he will mean it, too.
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Donations Received as of December 11 (Week 24)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 5 $180

St. Elizabeth’s 23 $460
St. Mary’s 16 $510
St. Theresa’s 42 $1,825

Total 86 $2,975

Outside Donations $2,300
Year to Date Received $69,569
Goal $64,615
Ahead/Behind Goal + $4,954

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
St. Francis, Staunton, VA: $2,100 
Hampton, VA donor: $150 
Mineral, VA donor: $50

OTHER OFFERINGS: 
Building Fund: St. Mary’s $130 | St. Theresa’s $287 
Immaculate Conception: $211

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $45

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

12/17 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph’s parishioners

6pm St. Mary’s parishioners

12/18 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth families, past & present

11am Blu Brown U



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
23:  Betty Garion

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

21: Jim Talbert & Sue Ellen Presley

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE

December 24:  December 25:  December 30: Feast of the Holy Family 
St. Elizabeth’s: 4pm St. Joseph’s: 9am  St. Theresa’s: 10am 
St. Mary’s: 6:30pm St. Theresa’s: 11:30am  
December 31 and January 1 Masses will follow our normal weekend schedule.
The last daily Mass of the year will be on Tuesday, December 20. There will no daily Mass after that date until Fr. 
Eric returns from vacation.
The parish office will be closed from December 23 through January 3.
A big thank you to Our Lady of Nazareth in Roanoke for sending six boxes of hats, gloves and scarves for our 
students! We appreciate it very much—and so will Tazewell students!

TRY HALLOW!
Holy Family Parish has partnered with Hallow this Advent to encourage all parishioners to prepare their heart this 
season by incorporating prayer into each day. This Advent, we’re inviting you to join Hallow’s #Pray25 Challenge: 
Journey through Salvation History feat. the cast of ‘The Chosen.’ 
Hallow is the #1 Catholic app worldwide and includes 1,000 prayer sessions available for free, and 
more than 5,000 audio-guided sessions in an upgraded premium subscription. Hallow is designed 
to help you grow closer to God and develop a daily habit of prayer, and includes prayers for kids 
and families, resources for mental health, meditations for sleep, seasonal music, multiple languages 
(including Spanish, Portuguese, and Polish!) daily trivia, podcast-style courses to learn more about 
faith, and more! Register today by scanning the QR code here and get a 3-month free trial!

“The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel.” – Mt 1:23



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


