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D id you know that it is pos-
sible to “miss” Christmas 
while still being healthy 

and alive during the season? We 
could easily describe missing 
something as failing to access a 
reality. But another angle sees the 
verb “to miss” as failing to appreci-
ate or understand something. You 
may recall your middle or high 
school teacher saying, “you are 
missing the point,” as a response to 
your answer to a question. When 
you don’t get it, you miss it!
As a child, I understood Christmas 
more from the prevalent opinions 
of my socializing environment. 
Then we knew Christmas was 
approaching through the televi-
sion, radio, and print media adver-
tisements and jingles that served 
to persuade people to start shop-
ping for Christmas even as early as 
late October.
From the standpoint of the 
Church, I learned that Christmas 

celebrates the historical event of 
the birth of Jesus Christ. But I 
didn’t get to know the significance 
of the nativity with the shepherds 
and the wise men surrounding 
Mary and Joseph and the infant 
Jesus strategically placed as the 
nativity cynosure. Of course, the 
Christmas decorations and sing-
ing were heart-warming. But did 
I miss Christmas then? Well, I 
didn’t get it, so I missed it!
What Christmas is not and what 
it is!
Christmas has suffered a lot of 
damage for a long time. One of 
the degrading descriptions of 
Christmas sees it as a “holiday,” 
but it is not; it is, rather, a “Holy 
Day,” and the period around it is 
called “Holy Season.”
Christmas is not about the col-
orful lights and lofty decorations. 
Christmas is all about the coming 
of the real light into the world. St. 
John’s introduction tells us that it 
is about the true light that gives 
light to everyone ( John 1:9). It is 
also not about exotic red and green 
color decorations; it is about deco-
rating our hearts with the colors of 
righteousness.
Christmas is not all about giving 
and receiving cards and gifts. 
Don’t get me wrong. It is beautiful 
to give and receive at Christmas; 
I stand at both ends. However, on 
the platform of the ideal nature 
of Christmas, the first gift is from 
God to us: His Son, Jesus Christ. 
And the second gift should come 

from us to God, and that is our 
hearts where Jesus is to be born at 
Christmas.
Christmas is not about Father 
Christmas (aka Santa Claus), the 
jolly good fellow with a sack of 
gifts. Instead, Christmas is more 
about the Father of Christmas— 
God the Father who graciously 
gave His only Son ( John 3:16), 
the greatest of all gifts that came 
not in a sack but a holy vessel, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.
Let’s Get it and not Miss Christ-
mas

A family gathered at the Christ-
mas tree on the eve of Christmas 
to open their gifts. Everyone was 
excited as they opened their pres-
ents and exchanged hugs, but not 
the baby of the house, Ben, who 
looked very sad.

“Ben, what’s the matter with you; 
you don’t like your gifts?” the 
dad inquired. “I love them!” Ben 
replied. “So why are you looking 
so sad? You don’t want to spoil our 
Christmas, do you?” Ben’s mom 
asked. Walking away and turning 
around, Ben shocked everyone by 
saying, “Christmas cannot be any 
worse than it is now; there is no 
gift for baby Jesus; it is his birth-
day!”

As anyone may conclude, Ben’s 
statements are not childish; instead, 
they are reasonable. Christmas 
is not about us; it is about Jesus 
Christ, whom the Father sent to 
become one of us.

Fr. Eric Anokye

If you don’t get it, you will miss Christmas!
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Now, there is nothing new in the 
life of God except the incarnation. 
So, the Word becoming flesh was 
an exceptional event in the eternal 
structure of God. On this day, the 
heavens stood still. Angels were 
in awe as God took the humblest 
decision to be borne by a woman. 
A creature becomes the mother of 
the one through whom all things 
were made ( John 1:3).
When we go back to the narra-
tive of the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we discover that it was all 
about God; Word that became 
flesh ( John 1:14). The angels 
sang a new song “glory to God in 
the highest and peace to men of 
goodwill (Luke 2:14). The shep-
herds and the wise men from the 
east journeyed to see the newborn 
child.

So, do we get it now? Of course, 
we should get it now and not miss 
it. Significantly Christmas is not 
about us; it is all about the new-
born King and his eternal mission 
of our redemption.
Finally, go and take a closer look 
at the nativity scene whenever 
you can. You will discover that all 
the individuals, even the animals, 
kept their eyes on the Holy One 
lying in the manger. So, let’s get it 
now! Keep your eyes on Jesus at 
Christmas, or you miss Christmas.
Merry Christmas, and may God 
bless you!



The mystery of Christmas, water and wine
By Fr. Billy Swan, wordonfire.org
When I celebrate Mass as a priest, one of the ges-
tures and accompanying prayer that always strikes 
me comes as the gifts of bread and wine are being 
prepared and offered to God the Father. Just after 
the bread is offered, the wine is then poured into 
the chalices, followed by the addition by the priest 
or deacon of a small amount of water as he prays 
these words: “By the mystery of this water and wine 
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ who 
humbled himself to share in our humanity.” As I 
make this prayer and watch how the water com-
mingles with the wine as it enters the chalice, I am 
awestruck at how this deeply symbolic action and 
prayer express the faith of the Church—that by the 
Eucharist we celebrate and his Body and Blood we 
receive, we hope to participate in the divinity of 
him who humbled himself to share in our earthly 
humanity. This commingling of the water with the 
wine at Mass is symbolic of the coming together of 
divinity and humanity in the person of Jesus that 
was brought about in the mystery of the Incarna-
tion that we celebrate at Christmas.

This symbolic gesture has been part of the Mass 
from very early on. It is a remnant of an earlier 
prayer that is to be found in the oldest sacramen-
tary (the Verona Sacramentary) as a Christmas 
prayer, according to which the birth of Christ is the 
necessary condition for a marvelous union between 
divinity and humanity, brought about by the loving 
initiative of God. Objecting to some gnostic puri-
tans who tried to replace the element of wine at 
the Eucharist with water, St. Cyprian (c. 200-258) 
emphasized the symbolic sense of the commingling. 
For the African Father, just as the wine receives the 
water in itself, so has Christ taken us and our sins to 
himself. Therefore, the mixing of the water and the 
wine symbolizes the intimate union of the faithful 
with him to whom they have bound themselves in 
faith; and this union is so firm that nothing can 
reverse it, just as the water can no longer be sepa-
rated from the wine.

In Cyprian’s own words: “When someone offers 
only wine, then the blood of Christ begins to exist 
without us; but when it is only water, then the 
people begin to exist without Christ” (Letter 63 
to Caecilium). For Cyprian, the key issue here was 
not the commingling in itself but what it expressed. 
Together with other Church Fathers, he resisted 
a false separation between God and humanity 
that had been overcome by God himself when he 
assumed our human condition at his conception 
and birth.
This danger of driving a wedge between the orders 
of divinity and humanity was to appear again in the 
course of history. For example, during the Refor-
mation, Martin Luther (1483-1546) declared the 
commingling part of the Mass as unfitting and 
removed it. Why? Because he perceived the hand-
iwork of God as belittled, indicative of our one-
ness with Christ. In response, the Council of Trent 
explicitly defended the practice in order to defend 
the unity between humanity and divinity that Jesus 
accomplished when his divinity was enfleshed in 
humanity in the womb of Mary and became visible 
at his birth in Bethlehem (Council of Trent, Session 
22, Canon 7).
This is the awesome mystery we contemplate on our 
knees at the crib at Christmas and every time we 
participate in the Mass. The controversy over the 
commingling of the water and wine and the tri-
umph of orthodoxy ensure that when we look into 
the crib, we see a God who has bridged that gap 
between himself and all humanity out of love for 
us. In that Christ child in the manger, we see a God 
who, because of his birth, has mysteriously united 
himself to every human being and has drawn our 
humanity into the very life of the Trinity. So just as 
the wine receives the water, so the divinity of Christ 
has received our humanity, yet without confusion 
of the two natures of divinity and humanity. In the 
beautiful words of St. Bonaventure (1221-1274): 

“The Eucharist contains the true Body and immacu-



late Flesh of Christ, in such a way that it penetrates 
our being, unites us to one another and transforms 
us into him through that burning love by which he 
gave himself to us in the Incarnation.”
What Bonaventure, Cyprian, and other saints 
were so keen to emphasize is the intimate contact 
between human nature and the divine love that 
assumes it and transforms it. So if our humanity is 
penetrated with divinity, in what way does it shape 
our lives and make a difference? The fruits of the 
Holy Spirit come to mind, which should be evi-
dent in the life of every Christian: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control.
Here is a brief sketch of ways where these fruits 
of the Spirit show different colors and how the 
divinity of Christ begins to transform our human-
ity from the inside out: I begin to think less of my 
worth from my job, position, talents, reputation, and 
what others think of me, to thinking more of being 
a beloved child of God and loved for who I am; I 
become less afraid of failure and suffering when 
united to the One who suffered and died on the 
cross; my human thirst for success shifts to a desire 
to be faithful to the One to whom I am spiritu-
ally united at every moment; rather than my sexual 
energy as something to be tamed by my own efforts, 
it becomes directed by the Holy Spirit as a power 
to love God with my whole being and serve others, 
willing their good with warmth and affection; when 
my feelings of resentment or anger are touched by 
his divinity they change to forgiveness, peace, and 
healing; as the wine receives the water and divin-
ity receives our humanity, so I begin to see how it’s 
not about getting God into my world and how I 
see it, but rather getting into God’s world and how 
he sees it; when feelings of jealousy are infected by 
divinity they lead to gratitude and rejoicing for the 
gifts God has given to everyone; instead of feeling 
hurt when I am challenged, I see it as an invita-
tion to grow, to mature, and to love more like the 

divine lover united to me. These are just some of 
the dynamics of grace that happen when humanity 
is touched and penetrated by divinity—the mystery 
that is at the heart of our faith.
At this time of Christmas we contemplate the Christ 
child and the love of God we see in the crib when 
God bridged the gap between himself and human-
ity by the Incarnation of his only begotten Son. 
Yet during this time of Christmas and long after 
it has passed, we also ponder the ongoing mystery 
of the mystical union between our humanity and 
Christ’s divinity that happened at our Baptism and 
is sustained and made ever new by our reception of 
the Eucharist. At that awesome moment when we 
receive the Lord, the truth of that beautiful prayer 
earlier in the Mass is fulfilled. For through the mys-
tery of that water and wine, we truly do share in the 
divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in 
our humanity.
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Donations Received as of December 18 (Week 25)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 15 $331

St. Elizabeth’s 21 $745
St. Mary’s 11 $620
St. Theresa’s 52 $1,053

Total 99 $2,749

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $72,318
Goal $67,308
Ahead/Behind Goal + $5,010

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

BUILDING FUND: 
St. Elizabeth’s—$800 

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $41

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

12/24 SATURDAY
4pm Dr. Robert F. Baxter U, Nancy C. Baxter U

6:30pm Milagros Obias U

12/25 SUNDAY

9am Pete Danko U

11:30am Gary Jones U



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
30: Larry Dameron

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

25: Chauncy & Ophelia Santos

ADDITIONAL HOLIDAY SCHEDULES

December 30: Feast of the Holy Family—St. Theresa’s at 10am  
December 31 and January 1 Masses will follow our normal weekend schedule.
There will no daily Mass until February 14 when Fr. Eric returns from vacation.
The parish office will be closed through January 3.
OTHER PARISH NEWS:

Parishioners at St. Joseph’s spent the last two weekends serving at Poplar Gap Park in Grundy, VA. Local churches 
and civic organizations sponsored Christmas light displays and a live nativity scene. Our church handed out free hot 
chocolate, candy canes, and snacks to more than 200 park visitors.
Last Sunday, St. Theresa’s children decorated the tree and enjoyed pizza and homemade cookies.

“A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.
For today a great light has come upon the earth.” 



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


