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T here are numerous 
instances of misdeeds 
wherein people end up 

blaming their acts on the devil and 
accusing him. It thus appears that 
the devil goes about with some 
powerful remote controller that 
instantly pushes people to commit 
sin! Actually the issue is all about 
most people confusing temptation 
and sin! I think that what the devil 
does primarily is to tempt us and 
we in turn, acting under that attrac-
tion, willfully give in (whereby we 
can also willfully refuse to give in)! 
The devil does not force anyone to 
commit sin; we still have our free 
will!
Today the gospel tells us about 
the temptation of Jesus Christ by 
the devil (Luke 4:1-13). Accord-
ing to the narrative our Lord just 
completed forty days retreat in the 

wilderness where he proceeded 
after his baptism under the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit. After the 
retreat which included fasting and 
prayers the devil came to tempt 
him with three-fold allurements. 
The wilderness or desert here rings 
a strong bell. From numerous bibli-
cal descriptions, wilderness is both 
a place and a state.
• It is a desolate and dry place 

without water (Ezk. 19:13).
• It is a desolate state charac-

terized by disconnection from 
God ( Num.14:33; Isa. 64:10).

• It is a place of divine encounter 
and prayer (Luke 5:16; Mark 
1:12ff ).

• It stands also as a place of refuge 
(1 Sam.23:14; Rev.12:14-17).

• It is a place and a state of trial, 
temptation and punishment. 
(Ex. 15:22; Num.14:32; Luke 
4:1ff ).

• It is also place of victory (Ex. 
17:9-13; Luke 4:13-14).

The devil came to tempt our Lord 
after forty days of fasting and 
prayers. The people of Israel jour-
neyed for forty years before reach-
ing the Promised Land ( Joshua 
5:6) and we have been admitted 
into a period of forty days of Lent. 
A deeper reflection on the tempta-
tions of our Lord Jesus Christ as we 

read in the gospel today will help 
us a lot as we undertake the Lenten 
journey. This reflection, among 
other things, will help us to be 
aware of the temptations that may 
assail us and also be careful not to 
give in by falling into sin.
It will be pertinent to establish 
immediately that the temptation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ was real 
and it was an experience of his 
human nature (as opposed to some 
ideas that he refuted the devil in 
his divine nature). The letter to the 
Hebrews confirms this when it says 
that: “We do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with 
our weakness but one who was 
tempted in every way like us, yet he 
did not sin” (Heb.4:15).

1. If you are the son of God command 
this stone to become bread: This first 
temptation was directed at the 
immediate need of Jesus Christ at 
that time. He was just coming out 
of the forty days fast and obviously 
he was hungr. The devil cashed in 
on that to try and make him use 
his divine power in a very selfish 
way. Temptation can only come to 
you through what appeals to you 
and not what you don’t have any 
connection with. A dog will be 
tempted with a bone, not with a 
cigarette—a monkey with a banana, 
not with brandy!Fr. Eric Anokye

Temptation vs. Sin

pastor’s notes
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In this first temptation you will 
notice that the devil used our Lord’s 
eternal position as the Son of God to 
challenge him. It is like telling some-
one: “If you think you are a man do 
this or that!” The devil knows that he 
is obviously the Son of God and he 
was actually telling him to use the 
privilege of his divinity and make 
himself comfortable. Often tempta-
tion comes to us in our ardent desire 
for material comfort, in our effort to 
attend to our appetites. To this temp-
tation our Lord Jesus Christ replied 
with the word of God in Deuteron-
omy (8:3) which says, “Man must not 
live by bread alone!”
 2. To you I will give all this authority 
and their glory; for it has been deliv-
ered to me, and I give it to whom I 
will. If you, then, will worship me: It 
is always a joyful thing for the devil to 
steal the worship and adoration that 
should be given to God. Some people 
have asked if it means that the king-
doms of the world belong to the devil. 
The answer is that it is the kingdoms 
of darkness that are being referred 
to. Obviously the devil’s government 
operates on the basis of kingdoms 
and he was trying to buy the inter-
est of our Lord Jesus Christ on some 
of the kingdoms while showing him 
their “glories.” We understand these 
kingdoms very well when we read 
St. Paul’s admonition to the Ephe-
sians (6:11-12) to put on the whole 
armor of the Lord because the fight 
in view is against principalities and 
powers and rulers of darkness in this 
present age. The book of Revelation 
(12:12) goes further to pity the earth 
as the devil and his workers are on 
last minute raid on the whole earth.
Many people have suffered the loss of 

their souls to the devil in their search 
for power and influence by any way 
and manner. Actually one of the 
problems besieging the world today 
is the senseless search for dominant 
power over certain “kingdoms!”
 3. And he took him to Jerusalem, and 
set him on the pinnacle of the temple 
and said to him, “If your are the son 
of God throw yourself down from 
here; for it is written, ‘He will give his 
angels charge over you, to guard you.’ 
and ‘On their hands they will bear 
you up, lest you strike your foot against 
a stone.”: Here we see the devil quot-
ing Psalm 91. Furthermore, we see 
the devil being persistent; the devil 
never relents, he keeps coming back! 
Here he repeats the phrase “if you 
are the Son of God,” which formed 
part of the content of the first temp-
tation; temptations will always come 
through your post, office, or rank!
Here the devil wanted Jesus Christ to 
take God for granted and to falsely 
apply His promises. God will give 
His angels charge over us, that is 
true, but when we need it, not when 
we want it for self-aggrandizement. 
Very often we make this mistake of 
assuming that since God promised 
something to people in a certain 
context it must also be our portion 
irrespective of our commitment with 
God and obedience to His words. For 
instance, someone who goes to lie 
down on the freeway while holding 
to the word of God in Psalm 118: 17, 
which says: “I shall not die but live 
and declare the works of the Lord” 
may not live to recount what would 
happen. To this temptation our Lord 
replied using Deuteronomy (6:16), 
which says: “You must not put the 
Lord your God to the test.”



(Pastor’s Notes, cont.)
As we march into the Lenten 
period let us be aware that 
our commitment to God 
will undergo tests and trials 
(Sirach 2:1). Temptations are 
sure to come so our readiness 
will avail us victory. The most 
plausible preparation is to be 
found always with a prayerful 
heart. St Peter would add to 
this by telling us to be sober 
and vigilant, for our enemy the 
devil is prowling around like a 
roaring lion looking for some-
one to devour and we must 
stand up to him strong in faith 
(1 Pet. 5:8).
May the grace of God guide 
and direct you throughout this 
period of lent and may you be 
victorious like our Lord in all 
trials. Happy Sunday and do 
have a blessed week ahead.

Our Journeying to Freedom Starts With a Willingness to Forgive
By Christina M. Sorrentino, wordonfire.org

  
…There is a simple secret for healing wounds and undo-
ing accusations: never let the day finish without apolo-
gising. … If we  learn to say we are sorry immediately 
and to offer mutual forgiveness, the wounds are healed, 
the marriage is strengthened, and the family becomes an 
increasingly solid home that resists the shocks of our evils, 
great and small.” Pope Francis, General Audience, No-
vember 4, 2015

It can be incredibly difficult to forgive another when we 
feel deep inside our hearts that by offering pardon we 
are sacrificing a sense of justice. The truth of the matter, 
though, is that forgiveness does not diminish justice, but 
simply leaves it up to God. 

As Christians, we believe that at the end times there will 
be retribution; the righteous will be given the gift of re-
munerative justice, and those who have freely chosen to 
remain far away from God in this life will experience 
God’s retributive justice. So will those who have hurt us 
eventually have to answer to Christ, the ultimate judge. 
We know that nothing will remain hidden or unknown 
(Matthew 10:26) because all will one day be revealed; 
there is nothing that God does not know. 

We know the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant where 
the Master forgives his servant for a large debt, but then 
the servant in turn refuses to forgive a smaller debt of 
his fellow servant. The Master rebukes the first servant 



for his lack of mercy, and throws him in prison until his 
larger debt would be paid in total, which would actually 
be beyond his lifespan. The first servant lacked great hu-
mility when he punished his fellow servant, and acted as 
if he had never needed forgiveness himself. 

The lesson is profoundly important: If we do not find 
in our hearts to forgive those who have sinned against 
us, how can we then expect our Heavenly Father to be 
merciful and to forgive us (Matthew 18:21-35)?

If we make the conscientious decision to not forgive an-
other we become entangled in the deadly sin of pride, 
which tempts us to justify additional sins, like wrath. 
Thus, we lose our inner peace; we lose our ability to love 
without conditions. Anger, bitterness, and hatred con-
sume our heart, mind, and soul, and the space that is re-
served for Christ and Christ alone is taken up by feelings 
that only bring us more hurt and suffering. We cannot 
help then, but to become distanced from God, and by 
our own choosing. Not so very different than those who 
reject God outright, then. 

Our loving Father does not want us to spend the rest of 
our earthly lives imprisoned by our own obstinacy.

At the very start of his Maxims, St. Philip Neri, a great 
saint of the Reformation said, “If a man finds it very hard 
to forgive injuries, let him look at a Crucifix, and think 
that Christ shed all His Blood for him, and not only for-
gave His enemies, but even prayed His Heavenly Father 
to forgive them also. Let him remember that when he says 
the Pater Noster, every day, instead of asking pardon for 
his sins, he is calling down vengeance on Himself ” (1, 2).

Several times as a young adult sitting on the floor of my 
room did I clutch tightly the Crucifix, weeping uncon-
trollably with red and swollen eyes as I would imagine 
myself at the foot of the Cross and then whisper to Jesus, 

“Forgive them Lord, they know not what they are doing” 
(Luke 23:34). If Christ could forgive his enemies from 
the Cross, those who mocked and tormented Him, then 
I could do the same, or at least make room to do so. What 
I found was that, in my willingness to offer my suffering 

up to Christ, to ask his forgiveness for those who hurt 
me, I was able to move through the pain and then move 
on, when I otherwise can’t imagine managing it.  

It is not natural, this sort of determined forgiveness. It is 
supernatural. We act on a supernatural level by allowing 
the graces of the Holy Spirit to work within us, and place 
our “littleness” before God. Placing ourselves (and our tor-
mentors) at the feet of Jesus we can surrender our prideful 
self-will and imitate Christ’s example of mercy and love.

We can look to the Saints who have gone before us to of-
fer us inspiration, and to help us to choose forgiveness. St. 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, offers us a powerful 
witness before he was stoned to death, by his last words, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (Acts 7:60). An-
other model of forgiveness is St. Maria Goretti, Virgin 
and Martyr, who before taking her last breath, forgave 
her assailant, Alessandro Serenelli, after he stabbed her  
fourteen times. Similarly, St. Pope John Paul II, after be-
ing shot and seriously wounded, visited his assailant in 
prison to express his forgiveness. We can also look to the 
words of St. John Vianney, who once said, “the saints have 
no hatred, no bitterness, they forgive everything, and they 
think they deserve much more for their offenses against 
God.” 

In choosing forgiveness we allow the light of Christ to 
radiate outward from the inner depths of our souls. We 
can cling to the Cross and unite our immense suffering 
to Jesus by drawing closer and closer to Him. He is the 
Wounded-healer and he can heal our wounds, but only 
if we let him by allowing the inner working of the Holy 
Spirit to transform our deepest hurts into a fountain of 
love and mercy. The gateway of our hearts will open to 
receive peace as we are set free from the yoke of bondage, 
set free of the self-prison that we create for ourselves 
when we are held captive by our own pride.

St. Teresa of Calcutta has said, “If we really want to love, 
we must learn how to forgive,” and as Christians we 
should truly strive to put such words into practice in our 
everyday lives because only forgiveness can set us free. 
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Donations Received as of February 27 (Week 35)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 12 $340

St. Elizabeth’s 20 $355
St. Mary’s 14 $110
St. Theresa’s 40 $1,906

Total 86 $2,711

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $88,977
Goal $80,769
Ahead/Behind Goal +$8,208

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

Please consider how you can 
support this year’s Annual 
Diocesan Appeal.  The Appeal 
helps to empower the next 
generation, provide for those in 

need, and strengthen Catholic communities in many 
important ways.

The collective spirit we bring to this effort today will 
be a major step to our success with this year’s Appeal. 
Keep in mind: the more we collect, the more we receive 
back from the diocese.

Date Intention

3/5 SATURDAY

4pm Nadine Hinton, Peggy Cantrell, Brenda Rash, 
Thelma Rouch by Doug Vance

6pm St. Mary parishioners

3/6 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth parishioners

11:30am Michael & Bridget Rynne U  
by Bridget Honaker

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure



birthdays & anniversaries: 
BIRTHDAYS:

parish news & events

MARCH 8: Margaret Shawver

Join us for Stations of the Cross every Friday in Lent at 10am at St. Theresa’s followed by Mass!

Save the date!
St. Joseph’s will host our first parish-wide 

event since before the pandemic on Sunday, 

May 15! Our Holy Family Parish Picnic will 

be held at the Southern Gap Visitor Center, 

located at the trailhead to Spearhead Trails 

Coal Canyon Trail at 1124 Chipping Sparrow 

Road, Grundy.  Mass will be offered at the 

venue and will be the only Mass in the parish 

for the weekend.

More details to come!



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
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Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton
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Phone: 276-979-8504
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  www.DominionDriveway.com


