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The word “witness” is a reg-
ister from the legal system. 
As a verb, it refers to the act 

of giving a positive or negative tes-
timony about a person or an event 
and as a noun it refers to an indi-
vidual who comes forward to dis-
close what he or she knows about 
a case. According to the United 
States Department of Justice, there 
are three types of witnesses:
Lay witness: This is the most 
common type of witness, and it 
refers to a person who saw certain 
events and could describe what he/
she saw.
Expert witness: This has to do with 
a specialist with expert knowledge 
that could throw more light on 
the case that is under examination 
using the resources of his or her 
learning.
Character witness: This refers to 
someone who has prior knowledge 
of the victim, the defendant, or 
other people involved in the case. 
Character witnesses usually don’t 
see the incident happen, but they 
can be beneficial in a case because 
they know the personality of the 
defendant or victim, before the trial. 
Neighbors, friends, family, security 
agents, colleagues, and the clergy 
are often used as character wit-
nesses.
The narrative of the resurrection 

of our Lord Jesus generated a lot 
of questions, agitations, and push-
backs from the authorities who 
believed that our Lord’s suffer-
ing, crucifixion, death, and burial 
should collectively end his life and 
times as a revolutionary.

Contrary to their thinking, wish, 
and plan, our Lord, rose from the 
dead despite the assignment of 
armed soldiers to guard the tomb 
(Matt. 27:62-66). When the hour 
of the resurrection of the Lord 
approached, the soldiers were not 
conscious enough to tell the story 
as the appearance of an angel and 
a great earthquake overwhelmed 
the landscape, leaving them like 
dead men (Matt. 28:1-5). Death 
could not hold him; Hades could 
not hinder him; the soldiers could 
not stop him; our Lord Jesus Christ 
rose in power and majesty!

Another name for The Acts of the 
Apostles could be “Acts of Wit-
nessing to the Resurrection.” From 
Peter’s sermon on the day of Pen-
tecost through the conversion and 
mission of Paul, it was about our 
Lord’s rising from the dead and the 
power it brought in the lives and 
works of his followers. We shall 
come back to the mission of wit-
nessing to the Resurrection.
What is the meaning of the Res-
urrection?

The resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ leverages several facts that 
deserve our insightful attention.

Fulfillment of the Scriptures: In 
the Gospel of John (2:19) our Lord 
said, “Destroy this temple, and I 
will raise it in three days.” Christ 
was not only destined to suffer and 
die; he was also destined to rise 
again and never to die; this is the 
full length of the Gospel (1 Cor. 
15:1-4).

Confirmation of the Divinity of 
Christ: One of the accusations of 
the Jews against our Lord Jesus 
Christ was that he was making 
himself equal to God ( John 5:18). 
The resurrection confirms this 
because God cannot undergo total 
extermination in the grave. At the 
expiration on the Cross, our Lord 
Jesus Christ commits his Spirit 
to the Father (Luke 23:46), his 
soul goes to preach to the souls in 
prison (1 Pet. 3:19), while his body 
remains in the tomb.

Restoration of hope and joy: On 
Good Friday there was mourning 
because of the cruel death on the 
Cross; it seemed that the case was 
over. There was darkness all over 
the world. On Saturday, there was 
confusion and painful silence. On 
Sunday, however, hope and joy 
revamped the whole earth as the 
Lord rises from the dead.

He is Risen—What About You?
Witnessing and Experiencing the Resurrection Power
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The Tomb is Empty: The cen-
tral point of the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ is that the 
tomb is empty. The emptiness goes 
beyond the absence of the body of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. There is also 
a spiritual implication which tells 
us that the evil loads in our lives 
have been eradicated because our 
debts have been paid in full ( John 
19:30).
Witnessing to the Resurrection
From today through the coming 
weeks most of our greetings will 
begin or end with “happy Easter,” 
which also means “happy Resur-
rection.” However, only very few of 
us will remember to run our lives 
through the lens of the resurrec-
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ by 
asking one question: “What is the 
impact of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ on my life as a Christian; 
He is risen—what about me?
In the First Reading (Acts 10:34a, 
37-43) we hear the apostle Peter 
giving a witness account of his 
encounter with Jesus Christ which 
also includes his interaction with 
him after he rose from the dead in 
the context of a meal. He identifies 
himself as a lay witness, an expert 
witness, and a character witness.
The Gospel today ( John 20:1-9) 
further tells us about the witness-
ing of Mary of Magdala who vis-
ited the tomb early in the morning 
while it was still dark. She made a 

pilgrimage of faith not knowing 
how she could have access to the 
sealed tomb. Something within 
her could have encouraged her to 
undertake that journey by herself 
from the account of the Gospel 
today. When she sees an empty 
tomb, she runs to Simon Peter and 
John to give witness about what 
she saw.
How does the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ resonate with 
you today? He rose from the dead 
for your sake, and there would be 
no need for you to remain in the 
tomb of sadness, hopelessness, and 
despair when he has overcome the 
powers of death and the grave. The 
Psalmist says today is the day the 
Lord has made; we shall rejoice 
and be glad in it (Psalm 118:24).
You need to rise up and run like 
Mary of Magdala to give your 
witness about the resurrection. St. 
Paul encourages us today to look 
up to our risen Lord who sits at 
the right hand of the Father (Col. 
3:1-4). You may be in the Good 
Friday or Holy Saturday of your 
life; it may be taking more than 
you think or imagine. Wait, for 
your Easter Sunday comes soon. St. 
Paul says that our resurrected Lord 
can accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imag-
ine (Eph.3:20).

God bless you more today and 
always. Happy Easter!



The problem of sin, suffering, and death
By Fr. Jerry Pokorsky, catholicculture.org
Many years ago, then-Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger hoped to retire from his service 
as the prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. He planned to spend 
his twilight years studying the problem of 
evil. His plans were noteworthy for ordinary 
Catholics. Evil and the mystery of human 
suffering continued to perplex one of the 
Church’s greatest theologians. The Passion of 
Jesus and Holy Week provide the context to 
consider human freedom, evil, and its terrible 
consequences.
For purposes here, we can only sketch an out-
line of our Catholic faith that helps us ponder 
these great mysteries.
God did not create us to suffer and die. God 
created us to live forever in union with Him. 

“God did not make death, and he does not 
delight in the death of the living. For he cre-
ated all things that they might exist, and the 
generative forces of the world are wholesome, 
and there is no destructive poison in them; 
and the dominion of Hades is not on earth. 
For righteousness is immortal.” (Wis. 1:13-
15)
God created us in freedom, but we abuse our 
liberty. In the first book of the Bible, we read 
that God put Adam and Eve to the test. “The 
Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘You 
may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall die.’” (Gen. 2:16-17) God did 
not create Adam and Eve as His slaves, but 
in His image with free will. Our first parents 
were free to choose God and His goodness 
or to reject Him in disobedience. When they 
disobeyed God, their sin was not human 
weakness. Their choice was a crass act of dis-

obedient pride in response to the duplicitous 
temptation of the serpent: “You will not die. 
For God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” (Gen. 3:4-5)
Suffering and death are the results of sin. 
After the fall of man, God revealed the ter-
rible consequences of their sin: “Because you 
have listened to the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten of the tree of which I command-
ed you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the 
ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of 
it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles 
it shall bring forth to you; and you shall eat 
the plants of the field. In the sweat of your 
face you shall eat bread till you return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken; you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Gen. 
3:17-19)
The Father did not delight in the suffering 
of Jesus. Soren Kierkegaard invites us to con-
sider the trauma of Abraham as he led his 
son Isaac up the mountain for sacrifice. “…if 
I were to speak about him I would first of all 
describe the terrors of his trial. To that end, 
like a leech I would suck all the suffering and 
distress out of the anguish of a father, in order 
to be able to describe what Abraham suffered 
while yet preserving his faith.” Abraham’s 
anguish as a father contemplating the sacri-
fice of his son reinforces the revelation of the 
Book of Wisdom. The Father does not delight 
in suffering, but in the loving obedience of 
His Son to rescue us from damnation. Sin has 
horrible consequences that culminate in the 
innocent suffering of the Son of God.
Suffering is not evil. Suffering is the experi-
ence of evil. Every sin inflicts suffering upon 
ourselves and others in one way or another.

�



Jesus on the cross mysteriously personifies sin 
and suffering. The Passion of Jesus brings all sins 
throughout history to Himself. He becomes sin on 
account of our sins! “For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:21) 
The Passion of Jesus destroys sin and its conse-
quences—suffering and death –for our redemption 
and salvation.
There is a kind of solidarity of sin. Many years ago 
during a retreat, a kindly old bishop said he gazed 
upon the terrible innocent suffering of a starving 
child. “Look what my sins have done!” Mysteri-
ously, our sins are responsible for suffering beyond 
the observable rules of cause and effect. Just as 
virtue has a social dimension, so do sin and the 
innocent suffering of Jesus. “But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniq-
uities; upon him was the chastisement that made 
us whole, and with his stripes we are healed.” (Is. 
53:5)
Wherever we see suffering, we see the face of Je-
sus. “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God.” (1 Peter 3:18) “When they look on 
him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep 
bitterly over him, as one weeps over a first-born.” 
(Zech. 12:10)

We cannot forgive ourselves so we shouldn’t try. 
We need God’s forgiveness because every sin of-
fends Him and distorts His handiwork. “For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 
me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and 
done that which is evil in thy sight, so that thou 
art justified in thy sentence and blameless in thy 
judgment.” (Ps. 51:3-4) All suffering is the result 
of sins that deform God’s good creation. Only 
God can restore the damage. Among our most 
absurd comments is, “I cannot forgive myself.” Ju-
das couldn’t forgive himself so he took his own life. 
Seek God’s forgiveness.
In summary: God did not create us to suffer and 
die. He created us in freedom, but we abuse our 
liberty. Suffering and death are the results of sin. 
The Father did not delight in the suffering of Je-
sus. Rather, He accepted His obedience unto death. 
Suffering is not evil. Suffering is the experience of 
evil. Jesus on the cross mysteriously personifies 
sin and suffering, and His death brings them to 
destruction for our redemption. There is a kind of 
solidarity of sin. Wherever we see suffering, we see 
the face of Jesus. We cannot forgive ourselves so 
we shouldn’t try. Seek God’s forgiveness.
We will never exhaust the terrible mystery of hu-
man freedom, sin, suffering, and death. During 
Holy Week, it is sufficient for us to ponder our sins 
and realize that we desperately need a Savior.



Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Elizabeth Gregory
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
Sue Bailey 
Christian Lambert 
Shane Neal  
Tiffany Hladek 
Archbishop John Kwofie 
Carolyn Wade
Stacy Hall 
Pete Belcher 
Rick Hall 
Lucas Boyd 
Doug Tabor   
Ralph Heldreth 
Elizabeth Managan 
Chris Jessie 
Leo Brown
May Anne Rynne
Carolina Ferrare
Junior Aiken
Mary Spencer
Jeanne Hash 
Pat Imes

Lara Marshall
Virginia Shumate
Carol & Jim Shumate
Doug Vance
Andrew Satmary
Frank Mauceri
Lori Hale
Dee Gentile 
Glenn Harrison
Chris Lester  
Donna Petro
Christian Marshall
Tina Rocchetti
Alice Godin
Randy Snyder
Jeremy Burnside 
Andrew Bird
Bryan Gunter
Linda Meadows
Michael Beavers
Linda Smith
Natalie Dodge 
Roger Empson
Baxter Lambert
Joe Stutso
Paris Swisher
Dreama Ritter
Christy Martin
Joe Petro
Joseph Magee

Donations Received as of April 10 (Week 41)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 15 $445

St. Elizabeth’s 20 $265
St. Mary’s 17 $115
St. Theresa’s 52 $1,776

Total 104 $2,601

Outside Donations $150
Year to Date Received $107,442
Goal $94,615
Ahead/Behind Goal +$12,827

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU! 
Hampton, VA donor: $150

BUILDING FUND: 
St. Joseph’s: $25 
St. Mary’s: $120 
St. Theresa’s: $130

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM: 
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $47

There will be a special diocesan collection for 
Ukraine on the weekend of April 23/24!

Date Intention

4/16 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph parishioners

6pm St. Mary parishioners

4/17 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth parishioners

11:30am St. Theresa parishioners

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS

APRIL  19: Andrew Satmary | 20: Vincent Shumate | 22: Tonya Hylton | 23: Willis Strong 

ANNIVERSARIES

APRIL 20: Donnie & Lisa Neal

PLEASE  SUPPORT THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
The Appeal helps to empower the next generation, provide for those in need, and 
strengthen Catholic communities in many important ways.
The collective spirit we bring to this effort today will be a major step to our success with 
this year’s Appeal. Keep in mind: the more we collect, the more we receive back from the 
diocese.

We collected $318 in the Tazewell Ministerial Association “Change for Change” jug.  Thanks to all who 
contributed!

Coming Up Soon!
St. Joseph’s will host our first parish-wide event 
since before the pandemic on Sunday, May 15! 
Our Holy Family Parish Picnic will be held at 
the Southern Gap Visitor Center, located at the 
trailhead to Spearhead Trails Coal Canyon Trail 
at 1124 Chipping Sparrow Road, Grundy.  Mass 
will be offered at the venue and will be the only 
Mass in the parish for the weekend.

Please sign up via the sign-up sheets at each 
church!



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


