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Some time ago while giving 
a reflection on the Gospel 
of John where Jesus said 

“If you love me you will keep my 
commandment,” ( John 14:15) 
I asked the congregation why 
the theme of love is constantly 
repeated in most of the read-
ings every liturgical year. As 
one would expect, there were 
numerous answers and refer-
ences, but two of them stood 
out for me; “We cannot help 
but talk about love” and “God 
is love” (1 John 4:8). If we put 
the two answers together in a 
sentence, we could say, “We 
cannot help but talk about love 
because God is love.”
The Gospel narrative ( John 
13:31-33a,34-35) recalls the 
Last Supper of our Lord with 
the apostles. It is important to 
note that our Lord Jesus Christ 
begins the instruction on love 
as a new commandment when 
Judas leaves the dinner table 

to conclude his plans to betray 
him; hatred gives way for love 
to express itself. The words of 
our Lord run thus:
“I give you a new command-
ment: love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you also 
should love one another. This 
is how all will know that you 
are my disciples if you have 
love for one another.”

When our Lord talks about a 
new commandment, any active 
mind would like to know what 
the old commandment entails 
and why the new is important. 
The old commandment of love 
states, “You shall not take ven-
geance or bear a grudge against 
any of your people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself: I 
am the Lord” (Lev. 19:18).
Our Lord’s prescription does 
not diminish the importance 
and value of the old command-
ment but takes it further and 
gives it a new dimension. In the 
old commandment, one uses 
oneself as a measure for love, 

“love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Here, there is a presumption 
that one loves oneself to the 
extent that he or she is ready to 
give the same quality of love to 
another person.
It is understandable that when 
God gave this instruction, there 
was no sustainable example of 
love that would serve as a mea-
sure of love. However, at this 
point when our Lord was about 

to demonstrate what true love 
entails—“laying down one’s life 
for others” ( John 15:13)—he 
uses himself as a perfect mea-
sure for love and says, “love one 
another as I loved.”
Our Lord was telling them to 
stand in for one another as he 
stood for them, to go the extra 
mile for one another as he 
did, making a sacrifice for one 
another as he would do with 
his own life. The perfect way to 
love is not by using the stan-
dard of what we do to ourselves, 
because most people lack love 
for themselves, not to men-
tion loving others. Love should, 
therefore, follow the fashion 
and style of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, not by our approach 
and inclinations.
Moving Forward: Living by 
the Love Identity
The final statement of the 
Gospel today leaves us with so 
much to digest. “This is how all 
will know that you are my dis-
ciples, if you have love for one 
another.”
Reading the Acts of the Apos-
tles (11:19-30), we understand 
that persecution broke out 
against the disciples of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and they 
were scattered throughout the 
whole region, spreading the 
good news everywhere. Now, 
after observing their rare char-
acter and selfless love, which 
includes sharing, the Antio-
chians gave them a nickname: 
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Christians. That means those who 
are living their lives after the pattern 
of Christ. And the pattern of the life 
of Christ entails selfless giving even 
to the point of death.
Love should be the perfect identity 
of every Christian. With the provi-
sions of the new commandment, love 
is not how you feel; it is what you do 
for another without conditions and 
limitations in the way and manner 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is very 
unfortunate that many people under-
stand love from the angle of what 
they could potentially gain from 
what they love.

True Christian love does not ask 
“what is in it for me” but asks “what 
more can I do for you?” The Gospel 
reading today is a veritable challenge 
for all of us Christians to live accord-
ing to the provisions of our identity, 
namely, “Christ-likeness.” Christ-
likeness involves forgiveness, charity, 
selfless service, helping and not hin-
dering others, honesty, truthfulness, 
peace, and harmony.
As we march into a new week, let 
us continually pay attention to the 
challenge of reflecting the Christian 
identity in all aspects of our lives. 
Have a blissful Sunday and a glorious 
week ahead.



How to repay the love of Christ
By Michael Pakaluk, The Catholic Thing

The most fundamental problem that con-
fronts a Christian, in my view, is how to 
answer to the Passion of Our Lord – how 
to prove, as it were, that we have begun to 
appreciate it, and are grateful for His suf-
fering and death for us.
Every other matter we may like to occupy 
ourselves with – “political theology” and 
church-state relations, corruption in the hi-
erarchy, the putative decline of culture and 
society, the latest twisted fads, liturgical 
abuses, theological controversies – these, by 
comparison, are distractions. We are funda-
mentally unjust, in Plato’s terms, as we do 
not “mind our own work” first of all.
What I mean is this. Love is repaid by love: 
anyone who properly views the Passion and 
has a human heart, will naturally be led to 
want to do something extravagant in re-
sponse, even, to give up his own life simi-
larly. Yet how do we do this?

That we should – and should want to – re-
ciprocate is echoed again and again in the 
saints. “O my dear Lord!” St. Alphonsus 
Liguori writes, “Thou didst die in order to 
gain my soul; but what have I done in order 
to gain Thee, O infinite good?” And again: 

“O my beloved Redeemer, Thou hast for 
love given Thyself wholly unto me; for love 
I give myself wholly unto Thee. Thou for 
my salvation hast given Thy life; I for Thy 
glory wish to die, when and as Thou dost 
please.” The fundamental logical inference 
for a Christian is this: “You died for me; I 
want to die for you.”

Is it too much to say that if we have not 
in Lent and Holy Week even once felt be-
wildered about how we could possibly in 
gratitude repay, those great seasons were 
lost on us?

St. Alphonsus in the same meditation tells 
of Blessed Henry Suso who “one day took a 
knife, and cut out in letters upon his breast 
the name of his beloved Lord. And when 
thus bathed in blood, he went into the 
church, and, prostrating himself before the 
crucifix, he said, Behold, O Lord, Thou only 
Love of my soul, behold my desire, I would 
gladly have written Thee deeper within my 
heart; but this I cannot do.” Much to be 
preferred over tattoos and piercings.

I knew a brilliant theoretical physicist, then 
a graduate student at Harvard, who at-
tempted to be as consistent in his Christi-
anity, he thought, as in his physics. If “the 
Son of Man had nowhere to lay his head,” 
neither then would he: he slept in the city 
park, like a homeless person, under a bench 
on the ground, not on it. Yes, some have 
entertained theoretical physicists, too, un-
awares.
I take it that many priests or religious do 
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something like this, although not in as 
dramatic or outwardly romantic fash-
ion. They really do leave everything 
and offer up their own lives, as an ob-
lation. They are as good as dead from 
the moment they take their vows.
But what about a layperson? A layper-
son might look at and envy a monk. 
What can he do? He is constrained to 
act like anyone else. As dramatic as the 
statement might be, it would hardly 
do for a surgeon, covered in dirt from 
a night on the ground in the local park, 
to show up for an operation with the 
bleeding letters of “JESUS” carved on 
his chest. Nor would his gesture likely 
be taken to be a witness to anything 
about God.
Yes, we will eventually die, and we can 
offer that up, yet what can we do right 
now? Because if we grasp our salva-
tion in the Passion, it’s with the great-
est urgency that we’ll want to answer 
Christ’s love with a corresponding 
love. It’s not something we can put off.
In perplexities like this, we might sim-
ply ask God, “What would you have 
us do, to prove our gratitude for the 
Passion?” The oldest answer has been: 
repent and be baptized (Acts 2:38). 
Repent, because one can hardly be 
grateful for the Passion, if one contin-
ues to be a cause of it, which is what 
any sin is.  Be baptized, because such 
is the fundamental mode of reciprocal 
death which Christ asks of us, a shar-
ing in his own death.
Baptism is “soft.” It’s not itself a 
bloody martyrdom. It includes no 
scourging or beatings, no hard works: 

“it is mercy I desire not sacrifice” (Mt 

9:13). It’s something material done 
with belief: “this is the work of God, 
to believe in him who he has sent” ( Jn 
6:29). We might want to carve letters 
in our chest – good enough – but the 
simple direction we get, to start, is the 
direction given to Namaan: simply go 
and wash in the water (2 Kings 5:1-
19).

But now assuming we have been 
baptized, what next?  The other an-
swer which God himself gives us is, 

“Do this in remembrance of me” (Lk 
22:19). Once again, St. Alphonsus, 
a priest: “O God of my soul! Since 
Thou didst will that the object most 
dear to Thy heart should die for me, 
I offer to Thee in my own behalf that 
great sacrifice of himself which this 
Thy Son made Thee.” We can “match” 
Christ’s offering of his life exactly by 
offering up Christ’s life reciprocally in 
the Mass.

For a layperson there is indeed the 
patient work of turning our every 
good over to God, such as reckoning 
time and money as his not ours. But, 
more fundamentally, “the faithful are 
destined by the baptismal character 
for the worship of the Christian reli-
gion. . . .Taking part in the Eucharistic 
sacrifice, which is the fount and apex 
of the whole Christian life, they offer 
the Divine Victim to God, and offer 
themselves along with It” (Lumen 
Gentium 11).

I am saying that we should conceive 
of the Mass as our fundamental act of 
love. We are tempted by activism, but 
let’s be serious – and clear that the 
sacraments and prayer come first.
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Donations Received as of May 8 (Week 45)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 9 $219

St. Elizabeth’s 25 $480
St. Mary’s 4 $210
St. Theresa’s 50 $2,315

Total 88 $2,987

Outside Donations $150
Year to Date Received $117,998
Goal $103,846
Ahead/Behind Goal +$14,152

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU! 
Hampton, VA donor: $150

BUILDING FUND: 
St. Mary’s: $130 
St. Theresa’s: $170

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGAM:
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $89

Date Intention

5/15 SUNDAY
11am Law school grads

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
MAY 15: Norma Robinson | 18: Cathy Bolling | 19: Randy Bolling, Heidi Pham

ANNIVERSARIES
MAY 16: Ramon & Louella Motos | 19: Randy & Cathy Bollng | 20: Troy & Linda Smith

Our Annual Diocesan Appeal goal was $7710.  To date, HFP has donated $8040! 
Thank you for your generosity!



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


