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L ast Sunday’s gospel reading 
was focused on God’s radical 
call and the anticipated radi-

cal human response. In this Sunday’s 
gospel our Lord Jesus Christ goes 
further to give us the job description 
for those who have responded to the 
divine call as well as the entailment 
therein. From the gospel periscope 
we see clearly that it is one thing to 
answer the call and another thing 
to do the work in line with what 
is required to carry out such a rad-
ical mission. These details will be 
explored later.
Before launching into the mission 
description in the gospel, it will be 
pertinent to point out the repetition 
of words like joy (rejoice) and peace 
in all the readings including the 
responsorial psalm and the alleluia 
verse. Joy and peace are well known 
to us as rare fruits of the Holy Spirit 
(Gal.5:22). They are rare because they 
cannot be obtained without connec-
tion with the Holy Spirit; surely they 
cannot be bought. We are invited to 
appreciate the fact that there is joy in 
serving God (Nehemiah 8:10b) just 
as it brings true and lasting peace ( Jn. 
14:27; 20:21).
The gospel reading (Luke 10:1-
12.17-20) begins by telling us that 
our Lord appointed seventy-two 
others and sent them ahead of him-
self to the places he was about to go. 
The choice of seventy-two others is 
very much like in the case of Moses 
whom God asked to appoint sev-

enty elders to assist him in his work 
(Numbers 11:16-17). These seven-
ty-two were appointed by our Lord 
Jesus Christ to complement the work 
of the twelve whom he sent out ear-
lier (Luke 9:1-6).
This appointment tells us that the 
spreading of the good news of the 
kingdom of God goes beyond the 
twelve. In our context we could also 
say that it goes beyond the clergy. 
Hence all the baptized who share in 
the common priesthood of Christ are 
in various ways called to the mission 
of spreading the good news by words 
and by deeds. In this regard the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church (no. 
897) maintained that: “...all the faith-
ful except those in Holy Orders and 
those who belong to a religious state 
approved by the Church. That is the 
faithful, who by baptism are incor-
porated into Christ and integrated 
into the people of God, are made 
sharers in their particular way in the 
priestly, prophetic, and kingly office 
of Christ, and have their own part 
to play in the mission of the whole 
Christian people in the Church and 
in the world.”
Those involved in this were sent 
out two by two. This arrangement 
is instructive. By going two by two 
they become company for each other 
and will be able to become two better 
heads in the work of evangelization. 
No man is an island, even in the 
work of spreading the good news. In 
the early Church we see this playing 

out with the apostles. In Acts of the 
Apostles (3:1-10) we see the com-
pany of Peter and John. Also in Acts 
(13:2) the Holy Spirit advocated 
for the setting apart the company 
of Paul and Barnabas for the work 
they would do. Often most people 
think that they can do all the work 
by themselves unaided! (This is often 
motivated by the material returns.) 
But our Lord Jesus Christ said the 
work is enormous and more laborers 
are needed and they have to work 
mutually like a community.
There is also need to note that those 
on this mission are being sent out 
as laborers not as workers. Workers 
are more like professionals involved 
in skilled occupation; they make up 
the working class and receive stable 
salaries. Laborers, on the other hand, 
are mostly unskilled people who do 
manual jobs and receive unstable sal-
aries. Laborers are more committed 
in their duties. They are satisfied with 
just enough for the day!  
Being laborers without steady and 
enormous salaries they are asked to 
not to carry purses, bags, and san-
dals. This instruction couldn’t have 
been an easy one in that moun-
tainous, dusty and often cold envi-
ronment. The reason behind the 
instruction is to make those who are 
being sent to know that God is their 
provision (Phil.4:19) not just a pro-
vider (Gen.22:14). They are meant 
to depend entirely on God for the 
mission, not on the material aids 
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they could go with. This also suggests 
that they should travel light for the 
journey. Being loaded with bags and 
other things could become obstacles 
on the way. In addition, they were 
asked not to salute anyone on the 
road. This may sound anti-social but 
the simple fact is that they are being 
discouraged from meddling with 
frivolities as they will still greet the 
people they will minister to in their 
houses, not on the road. The road 
here stands for an arena of distraction. 
In fact, distractions are more on the 
roads than anywhere!
They were asked to undertake family 
evangelization given the fact that 
they were asked to go into various 
houses. We all know the conventional 
saying that charity begins at home; 
so also conversion and faith in God. 
We remember in apostolic times 
most conversions were family based 
like in the case of Cornelius and his 
household (Acts 10:1-48). Here we 
see the family as the ideal ground 
for the fruition of the gospel mes-
sage, and for this reason the Church 
refers to the family as a domestic 
Church (LG. 11). Our Lord Jesus 
Christ told them to pronounce peace 
on any house they enter. The con-
nection between peace and the good 
news cannot be over emphasized. 
Peace prepares the mind to listen and 
understand the message of the king-
dom. This explains why our Lord 
Jesus Christ encountering the apos-
tles in the upper room after his resur-
rection first wishes them peace ( John 
20:19). Furthermore, they were asked 
not to move from one house to the 
other and to eat whatever that is set 
before them. Often people circulate 
from one place to the other in view of 

greener pasture or better livelihood.
The job description given to these 
laborers of the good news included 
healing the sick and preaching about 
the nearness of God’s kingdom. This 
job description has so far been mis-
appropriated and commercialized 
by many people. Today the message 
is more of miracles of abundance of 
wealth (even without work). Today 
the message is about the annihilation 
of all enemies even those who are in 
need of mercy and forgiveness. Only 
very few people are interested in con-
version and repentance, just a handful 
are mindful of works of mercy to the 
poor and needy, justice, fairness and 
forgiveness.
There is no gainsaying the fact that 
not all who hear the word of God 
will accept it. There could be rejection 
of the word of God at various quar-
ters but this should not discourage 
those who are on this mission; even 
our Lord Jesus Christ was rejected by 
his own people (Luke 4:14-21). In 
fact, the rejection of the messenger 
and the message is often a confir-
mation of the fact that the word of 
God struck some hearts and caused 
disquiet in some people. Remember 
that the word of God is alive and 
active, sharper than a two-edged 
sword (Heb. 4:12).

The return of those appointed and 
sent on the mission was triumphal. 
They were filled with joy because their 
work was fruitful; even demons were 
subject to them. Why was their work 
successful? Their work turned out to 
be successful simply because they fol-
lowed the instructions that they were 
given. It is always very gainful to pay 

(Continued on next page)
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attention to instructions and follow them. If 
they had busied themselves with material pro-
vision and distracted themselves on the road 
the result could have been different and neg-
ative. One of the secrets of success in life is 
paying due attention to instructions. On the 
other hand, one of the destructive elements of 
our time is inattention to instructions. From 
the gospel reading we discover that those who 
went on this mission and paid attention to the 
instruction got more empowerment from our 
Lord when he said, “I have given you author-
ity to tread upon serpents and scorpions and 
over all the power of the enemy and nothing 
shall hurt you” (Luke 10:19). God will always 
upgrade us when we pay attention to him.
The final purpose of the mission is not just to 
rejoice over the triumph over demons but on 
the fact that we are on course to heaven. It is 
possible to lead others to heaven and still not 
enter into it. On account of this our Lord Jesus 
Christ told the returnees from the mission to 
rejoice rather based on the fact that their names 
are written in heaven.
We all have been called and appointed by our 
Lord Jesus Christ in many capacities to func-
tion as laborers in the plentiful harvest. You are 
on mission not only when you mount the pulpit 
but also in your conduct in the pew, the things 
you say and do are missionary platforms. If we 
pay attention to the instructions of our Lord 
Jesus Christ concerning the nature and nurture 
of the mission to which we all have been called 
we shall not only be successful, but our names 
will also be written in heaven.
Have a blissful Sunday and a blessed week 
ahead!

The Justice and Mercy of 
Christ’s Healing Power
By Elizabeth Scalia, Word on Fire

On a recent April night that felt too much like January, I 
was randomly flipping through the scriptures, looking for 
inspiration, for something interesting to think about after 
a day of internet sameness. 
I found it in Chapter 5 of the Gospel of Mark, in Jairus’ 
plea to Jesus that he make haste to visit Jairus’ sick little 
girl: “My daughter is at the point of death. Please, come 
lay your hands on her that she may get well and live.”
Oh, that spoke to me; on a damp, frigid night with my 
joints screaming, I read that and thought, “Me too!”
Along the way to Jairus’ home, we read one of the richest 
and most powerful stories of Christ’s healings:

There was a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for 
twelve years.
She had suffered greatly at the hands of many doctors and 
had spent all that she had.
Yet she was not helped but only grew worse.
She had heard about Jesus and came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his cloak.
She said, “If I but touch his clothes, I shall be cured.”
Immediately her flow of blood dried up.
She felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction.
Jesus, aware at once that power had gone out from him, 
turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who has touched 
my clothes?”
But his disciples said to him,“You see how the crowd is 
pressing upon you, and yet you ask, Who touched me?”
And he looked around to see who had done it.
The woman, realizing what had happened to her, ap-
proached in fear and trembling.
She fell down before Jesus and told him the whole truth.
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you.
Go in peace and be cured of your affliction.”

– Mark 5:25-34
This story very gently puts the lie to the increasingly pop-
ular notion that Jesus is just our fluffy pal who asks noth-
ing much of us beyond our being that vaguest of things, “a 
good person.”



There is no reason to think the hemorrhagic woman was 
not a good person, but the Christ she encountered still 
asked something of her.
Jesus was an observant Jew; upon healing a leper, he 
told the man to partake of the prescribed cleansing and 
show himself to the priest, because it mattered. To be 
pronounced clean gave the man admission back into the 
community; it rescued him from a life of lonely singular-
ity, unable even to worship in community.
Similarly, for a hemorrhagic (thus, “unclean”) woman to 
touch anyone in her community would give great offense, 
both social and religious. For twelve years she lived like an 
abyss in their midst. Unable to partake of a ritual cleans-
ing, she reaches out in great hope to the Living Water 
who cleanses like nothing else.
In her deep wish to be healed, she knew she risked the 
possibility of rendering someone else “unclean,” of drag-
ging another person (however briefly) into her exile. 
What if this man was just a rabbi, and not something 
more? She would be defiling him, making him unfit for 
the synagogue! 
And yet, she reached out, trusting that her hand was ac-
cessing a fresh well of mercy.
She touches his cloak, and she is healed; instantly, her 
bloody issue dries up. One moment she is weak and debil-
itated from this constant drain. The next instant, strength 
is running through her. 
She had only touched his cloak, but she did it with a faith 
so absolute that it made her willing to be vulnerable to 
social scandal—and further rejection—for its sake.
Now healed, she can bathe and be readmitted into her 
community. She has gotten her life back, but it has cost 
her something: instead of being vulnerable to the crowd, 
she is now vulnerable to Christ, who insists that she ex-
pose herself, and her faith, before all the assembly. It is 
not enough for her to simply be anonymous in the crowd, 
accessing his glory, in secret. As with the Holy Eucharist, 
she must publicly declare herself before him. 
Just as we do at Communion, in receiving the Real Pres-

ence of Christ, the woman has to make acknowledge-
ment—a kind of “Amen.”
The Eucharistic theme continues when Jesus meets Jairus 
and is told that the little girl has died.

He took the child by the hand and said to her, “Talitha 
koum,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise!” The 
girl, a child of twelve, arose immediately and walked 
around.

– Mark 5:41-42
Jesus tells her family to give her something to eat. Again, 
we get the message that to participate in any part of Jesus’ 
healing involves becoming subject to his direction. 
What sacramental stories these are! There is an element 
of the confessional in Jesus’ demand that the woman re-
veal herself to him, to come out of hiding. There are Eu-
charistic themes of thanksgiving and meal-taking.
Within this single narrative, we see two healings that 
seem to bridge the Old Covenant and the New: the 
woman had hemorrhaged for twelve years—a reminder 
of the twelve tribes of Israel. Her circumstance was about 
what had occurred in the past, leading up to that day, and 
concerned the law and what Moses prescribed for the 
sake of Justice. 
The little girl was twelve years old, like the twelve apostles; 
her issue was an issue of the future—her future life—and 
moved beyond law for the sake of mercy. 
And it included a meal.
Both justice and mercy reside in Christ, and both are 
present in each healing, perfectly balanced in him. In this 
gospel, we see the Alpha and Omega—ever ancient, ever 
new—engaged with both Old Covenant of Moses and 
the New Covenant of Christ.
For me, this just reinforces the lesson that justice and 
mercy must kiss—that one cannot be withheld, or the 
other is lacking—and that everything before us must still  
and always find its connection to what has passed. The 
present and future, untethered to the past, becomes all 
disorientation.
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Donations Received as of June 26 (Week 52)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 12 $244

St. Elizabeth’s 18 $475
St. Mary’s 10 $755
St. Theresa’s 65 $964

Total 105 $2,438

Outside Donations $817
Year to Date Received $136,121
Goal $119,999
Ahead/Behind Goal +$16,122

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU! 
St. Michael’s, Glen Allen, VA: $817

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

7/2 SATURDAY
4pm H. A. Street U

6pm St. Mary parishioners

7/3 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth parishioners

11:30am Liz Bobinski U



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
JULY 2: Fr. Eric Anokye | 3: Lynn Jones | 8: Johnny Borich

ANNIVERSARIES
JULY 4: Michael & Josary Beavers | 9: Rayburn & Frannie Minton,  Steven & Martha Melcher

The parish office will be closed next week, July 4–8 and there will be no daily Mass.

Please let Lydia in the parish office know if you have any local church news or events for the bulletin!
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