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O  n the 13th of March 1964, 
a lady was murdered at 
the Kew Gardens area of 

Queens, New York while going back 
to her house from her workplace. 
Catherine Susan “Kitty” Genovese, 
who worked as a manager at Ev’s 
Eleventh Hour Club, was stabbed 
several times with a knife (in three 
successive attacks) and was finally 
raped by the perpetrator Winston 
Moseley in the early hours of the day 
(about 3:15am).
During the first attack on Miss 
Genovese she screamed, “Oh my 
God! He stabbed me! Help me!” 
But nobody in the entire apartment 
building was keen enough to respond 
to her passionate cry for help. It was 
after a time that Robert Mozer, one 
of the neighbors, shouted from his 
window “Let that girl alone!” But 

that was all. The attacker went into 
his car, drove off, and came back after 
ten minutes and continued the attack 
on Genovese and conveniently con-
cluded by coming back a third time 
with the rape. It was when he was 
done that another neighbor in the 
apartment building, Karl Ross, called 
the police who rushed Genovese to 
the hospital, though she died before 
they could reach the trauma unit.
Two weeks after the attack, precisely 
on the 27th of March 1964, Martin 
Gansberg wrote an article in the 
New York Times with the title “Thir-
ty-Eight Who Saw Murder didn’t 
Call The Police.” The lead story read: 

“For more than half an hour thir-
ty-eight respectable, law-abiding cit-
izens in Queens watched a killer stalk 
and stab a woman in three separate 
attacks in Kew Gardens.” This article, 
which focused on the callousness and 
apathy of people who live in big cities, 
generated a lot of discussions in this 
direction. This even found resonance 
in social psychology, leading to the 
invention of the “Bystander Effect” 
or “Genovese Syndrome.”
The story of the Good Samaritan, 
which was actually an answer our 
Lord Jesus Christ gave to the test 
question of a lawyer, has a lot of 
semblance with the response to the 
attack and murder of Genovese. In 
the gospel periscope we are told that 
a lawyer came to Jesus Christ to ask 
him a question but with the intention 
of faulting him. His question was 

“What do I do to inherit eternal life?” 
This question, which was intended 
to fault our Lord Jesus Christ, still 
remains significant to us in our day 
and age. To this question our Lord 
asked him what is written in the law 
and he answered (correctly) that the 
law enjoins one to love the Lord God 
with all of one’s heart, soul, strength 
and mind and one’s neighbor as one-
self—a pointer to the fact that the 
man knew the answer before asking.
The story did not end there as the 
fault-finding lawyer went ahead to 
ask another question when Jesus 
Christ praised him for his answer 
and asked him to do what the law 
commanded and thereof obtain eter-
nal life. His next question opened up 
the story that preoccupied the gospel 
of today traditionally known as the 
story of the Good Samaritan. His 
question was “Who is my neighbor?” 
and to answer this, our Lord told 
him this story:
 A man was travelling from Jerusa-
lem to Jericho and fell among rob-
bers who stripped him of all he had, 
beat him and left him half-dead. By 
chance a priest was going down the 
road and when he saw him he passed 
by the other side. Likewise a Levite 
(who works with the priest) came to 
the place, saw the man and passed 
by the other side. But a Samaritan  
came to the place and saw him and 
had compassion, and went to him 
and bound up the wound, pouring 
oil and wine on it, and set him on 
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his own beast (donkey) and took him 
to an inn and took care of him. The 
next day he gave the innkeeper two 
denarii and asked him to take care 
of the man and that on his return he 
would pay whatever that is spent in 
addition. At the end of the story our 
Lord Jesus Christ asked who proved 
to be a neighbor to the man found 
on the way and the lawyer mentioned 
the Good Samaritan. Five important 
personalities are involved in the story 
and we shall take them one after the 
other.
1) The Traveler
Our Lord Jesus Christ did not men-
tion the name of the traveler; we 
are told that it was a man traveling 
from Jerusalem to Jericho. Jerusalem 
means “City of Peace”. Leaving the 
city of peace the man entered into the 
region of trouble. Jerusalem is also 
known as the Holy City where the 
glory of God dwells (in the temple). 
The man in question could be said to 
have departed from divine presence 
and protection and entered into the 
troubled region of the evil one. The 
man had not reached Jericho; he was 
still on his way but he had departed 
from Jerusalem.
This man who has no name rep-
resents all of us sinners who have 
wandered away from God. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ warned against this 
estrangement when he said in John 
(15:5) “Cut off from me you can do 
nothing.” Separated from the City 
of Peace, the region of holiness, the 
man entered into trouble—in fact, 
big trouble. Like in our story, Geno-
vese, leaving the secured environment 
of her work place, drove towards her 
home but before she could get into 

her house she fell into the murderous 
hands of Winston Moseley
2) The Robbers
We don’t need to guess so much as 
to the resonance of the robbers. The 
devil and his agents stand for the 
robbers. We have proof of this, as 
our Lord Jesus Christ told us in the 
Gospel of John (10:10a) that the 
devil has come to steal and to destroy. 
St. Peter (1 Pet.5:9) corroborated this 
stance by indicating that we should 
be calm and vigilant for our enemy 
the devil is prowling round like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour!
The tactic of the devil is clear: to dis-
possess any unsuspecting person of 
his or her valuables virtues and bless-
ings. This was exactly what the rob-
bers did. They stripped the man of all 
he had and beat him to a near death 
situation. It was actually the grace 
of God that kept the man still with 
some life. The killer of Ms. Genovese 
was bent on destroying her finally 
and after stripping her and taking the 
$49 dollars on her, he went ahead to 
rape her to a lifeless situation before 
disappearing into the still dark early 
spring morning.

3) The Priest
There was a Jewish regulation at the 
time that prevented a Priest who 
is going up to offer sacrifice from 
having any contact with a dead 
person or animal which would auto-
matically make him ceremonially 
unclean. Hence it could be said gen-
erally that the priest seeing the man 
and presuming him dead passed to 
the other side of the road. However, 

(Continued on next page)
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looking at the situation a little more critically we can 
see that the priest was actually coming down from 
Jerusalem; an indication that he was done with his 
priestly duties at the temple. In spite of the fact that 
he was ceremonially free to attend to the man, he still 
held to the rules of his profession.
The attitude of the priest is a recast of the Bystander 
Effect or Genovese Syndrome.—the stick-out-the-
neck-and-go attitudes most of us have towards those 
who we know that are genuinely in need. Sometimes 
we allow our position, background, ranks and similar 
attributes to prevent us from doing some charity or 
giving help to those in need. Very much like the thir-
ty-eight neighbors of Miss Genovese, we are often so 
much attached to our “little kingdoms” that we find it 
extremely difficult to look around towards the direc-
tion of others even when there is an urgent necessity. 
Very often people ignore phone calls, text messages 
and mails because they don’t want to get involved. 
However, in the dark moments of our own lives we 
want God and indeed every Tom, Dick and Harry to 
get involved.
4) The Levite
The Levite is by definition an auxiliary. The priest and 
he were also coming down from the Temple in Jeru-
salem. He came to the point where the traveler was, 
saw his situation and left. Here we see another stick-
out-the-neck-and-go attitude. I see the Levite acting 
like the man who simply shouted from the window 
when Miss Genovese was attacked but stopped at that. 
St. James said that faith without good works is dead 
( James 2:14-22).
There is another dimension of the approach of the 
Levite’s oversight. Like we saw above, he is like an 
assistant to the priest very much like one on the way 
to becoming a priest. As expected he will do what he 
sees his master doing. Hence, since the priest could 
not stop and assist the dying man he must have felt 
that it would be inattention to an authority to do what 
his master did not do. This tells us a lot about follow-
ing good or bad examples. In that apartment build-
ing where Genovese was murdered some people may 

have looked upon others to react before they could 
do something and nothing very productive happened. 
During the investigations one of the neighbors said 
she did not want to get involved and called another 
neighbor to call the police; but that was when the 
attack was concluded.
5) The Good Samaritan
The Samaritan is the hero in the entire story; of course 
the adjective “good” attached to him makes the fact 
clearer. Our Lord Jesus Christ brought him in as a 
sign of contrast with the preceding character. He is 
notably the only outsider in the whole story. The trav-
eler, the priest and the Levite were all Jews. Jesus was 
trying to make a point to the lawyer that knowledge 
of the law without practice is useless. Hence the only 
dependable expression of one’s knowledge of the law is 
about putting it into serviceable practice.
In the case of the Samaritan, he came to the point 
where the traveler was dropped half-dead like the 
others who came along before him, he saw the man 
like the priest and the Levite but unlike them, he 
had compassion on him, not pity; he was empathetic 
not sympathetic. The compassion he showed brought 
about the peculiarity of his own side of the story. He 
not only had compassion, he went ahead to attend to 
him by providing on-the-spot first aid of wine and oil 
on the wound. He took him on his own donkey to 
an inn and took care of him and leaving the next day 
he asked the innkeeper to continue the caregiving job 
until he returned and would pay for anything more 
he spent.
When I think of oil and wine my mind runs to the 
book of Revelation (6:6). There in the vision of St. John 
during the ravaging famine following the opening of 
the third seal a voice from among the four living crea-
tures said “Do not harm the oil and the wine.” Oil and 
wine here thus stand for life. Oil is used for anointing 
like in the case of David (1 Sam.16:13) and wine was 
significant in the first miracle of Jesus Christ ( John 
2:1-11) and also during the last supper when the cup 
of wine at his blessings became his blood (Matt 26:27-
29).



The Good Samaritan did not only attend to the wound of the stranger, 
he also took him on his own donkey (beast of burden) to an inn and 
took care of him and asked the innkeeper to continue the caregiving. 
From this point we can begin to think of the Good Samaritan as 
Jesus Christ himself. The word of God said cast your burden upon 
the Lord and he will sustain you (Psalm 55:22) and the prophecy of 
Isaiah (53:4) held that he took the punishment that was ours. He 
saw us as helpless, half dead sinners who had lost the glory of Jerusa-
lem and are in the middle of trouble with wounds from the evil one. 
While others who came before him could not help us he came to our 
rescue and brought life to us ( John 10:10b). After his salvific work he 
brought us into an inn which represents the Christian community—
the Church with his ministers to attend to us. Remember also that 
he went further to pay all our bills. This was basically what he did on 
the cross when he said: “It is finished” ( John 19:20). This means that 
we owe nothing again. He did not leave us without provision. Telling 
the innkeeper that he will pay whatever more that will accrue is a 
way of telling us that he is with us till the end of time (Matt.28:20).
The two denarii the Good Samaritan gave to the innkeeper repre-
sent the two natures of Christ which he gave completely to us, for 
instance in the Holy Eucharist where we receive his true Body and 
Blood, Soul and Divinity.
There are still many wounded people on both our physical, moral 
and spiritual routes that need our compassionate attention. That 
brother, sister, friend, colleague, neighbor and so on need you. You 
can become a Good Samaritan to any person or situation. It is time 
for us to reflect our Lord Jesus Christ by stopping and stooping 
down to bandage the wounds of others. It could be a smile, a hug, a 
text message, a call, a good advice that can make someone to rise up 
again and begin to live a fresh life. The time for Bystander Effect and 
Genovese Syndrome is over. Your neighbor would become for you 
the key to the kingdom of heaven. Remember the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the gospel of Matthew (25: 31-46) part of which we 
put into song like this:

Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers that you do unto me. 
When I was hungry you gave me to eat, when I was thirsty you gave 
me to drink, now enter into the home of my father!

I wish you a blissful week ahead.



Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Elizabeth Gregory
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
Sue Bailey 
Christian Lambert 
Shane Neal  
Tiffany Hladek 
Archbishop John Kwofie 
Carolyn Wade
Stacy Hall 
Pete Belcher 
Rick Hall 
Lucas Boyd 
Doug Tabor   
Ralph Heldreth 
Elizabeth Managan 
Chris Jessie 
Leo Brown
Carolina Ferrare
Junior Aiken
Jeanne Hash 
Pat Imes
Lara Marshall
Virginia Shumate

Carol & Jim Shumate
Doug Vance
Andrew Satmary
Frank Mauceri
Lori Hale
Dee Gentile 
Glenn Harrison
Chris Lester  
Donna Petro
Christian Marshall
Tina Rocchetti
Alice Godin
Randy Snyder
Andrew Bird
Bryan Gunter
Linda Meadows
Michael Beavers
Linda Smith
Natalie Dodge 
Roger Empson
Paris Swisher
Dreama Ritter
Christy Martin
Joe Petro
Joseph Magee
Marco Warner  
Chris Lambert
Alyssa Stout
Levi Shawver
Virginia Dy
Mary Muncy

Donations Received as of July 3 (Week 1)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 11 $176

St. Elizabeth’s 16 $940
St. Mary’s 8 $125
St. Theresa’s 50 $1,673

Total 85 $2,914

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $2,914
Goal $2,692
Ahead/Behind Goal +$222

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM 
Bent Mountain, VA donation: $200

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

7/9 SATURDAY
4pm Kyle Williams

6pm Backpack Volunteers

7/10 SUNDAY

9am St. Francis  parishioners

11:30am ATM Members



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
JULY 12: Martha Melcher

Please let Lydia in the parish office know if you have any local church news or events for the bulletin!



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


