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Two kids visiting with their 
grandfather during summer 
vacation decide to pray 

before bedtime as they usually do 
in their home. The first kid starts by 
asking God to help him be a good 
kid. Immediately after, the second 
child takes over, “God, please make 
grandpa buy me a bicycle.” He repeats 
the same prayer several times and in 
a loud voice. Then the first kid says 
to him, “Hey, Jason you don’t need to 
shout, God is not deaf ” but he replies 
and says to him in a low tone, “Tim, 
God may not be deaf, but grandpa is 
hard of hearing, and he needs to hear 
this prayer.” You know what? The 
second kid got his bicycle gift the 
next day; their grandpa would not 
like to go another night with that 
kind of prayer that kept him awake. 
Our reflection today will explore the 
power of persistence in prayer using 

the instances in the First Reading 
and the Gospel.
The First Reading (Genesis 18:20-
32) tells us about Abraham’s inter-
cessory prayer on behalf of the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham 
makes a case for the innocent souls 
living in the city with a persistent 
supplication keeping in mind the 
safety of his nephew and his family, 
though without mentioning them. 
The Gospel Reading (Matt. 13:1-
9) tells us about the teaching of our 
Lord Jesus Christ on prayer, which 
also contains the Lord’s Prayer. We 
shall look at some of the high points 
of the readings and how they relate 
to the theme of our reflection.
Prayer is a dialogue with our Father
Prayer is essentially a dialogue 
between humanity and divinity. We 
have an example with the cordial 
discourse between Abraham and 
God about the sin and impending 
destruction of the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. One could notice 
the fluidity of their interaction and 
how Abraham could express himself 
to God with faith, trust, and hope. In 
the Gospel Reading, our Lord Jesus 
Christ makes it clear that prayer is an 
engagement with our Father.
There is a significant difference 
between the communicative inter-
action one could have with a loving 
father and the one with a stranger. By 
asking us to call God our Father, our 
Lord Jesus Christ invites us to change 

the dynamics of our relationship 
with God by reaching out to Him 
in a more intimate and involving 
manner. Jesus Christ refers to God as 
Father ( John 17:1; Luke 23:34). The 
Father, in turn, calls Jesus Christ His 
Son (Mark 9:7; Matt. 3:17).
God is not only our Lord but also our 
Father. The Father attribute is one of 
the characteristics that differentiates 
Him from other gods. Through prayer, 
we have a great privilege that gives us 
access to God. Furthermore, relat-
ing with Him as a Father gives us 
an enormous privilege which shows 
how close He is to us. The book of 
Deuteronomy (4:7) supported this 
idea when it asked, “what other great 
nation has a god so near to it as the 
Lord our God is whenever we call to 
him?”
Prayer is incomplete without per-
sistence!
In the First Reading, we can see 
Abraham reaching out to God with 
unrelenting persistence as he pleads 
not only for his nephew and his 
family of three but also for some 
probable sinless folks in the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abra-
ham pushes God beyond limit in 
his prayers. However, God could not 
even find ten individuals without sin 
in the city.
In the Lord’s Prayer, we read the fol-
lowing among others, “give us this 
day our daily bread.” Many scripture 
scholars and theologians have vari-
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ous interpretations for this section 
of the Lord’s Prayer. However, for 
this reflection, it means that we 
should have a daily commitment 
to prayers; put in another way, it 
invites us to pray persistently every 
day.
In the Gospel today, our Lord 
Jesus Christ tells us the story about 
someone who goes to ask a friend 
for a favor at night and who would 
not give up asking even when the 
friend refuses to oblige with the 
excuse that it was very late. He con-
cludes by instructing his disciples 
to continue asking, seeking, and 
knocking, and they would receive, 
find, and have an open door which 
nobody can close (Acts 3:8).
From the story of Abraham’s dia-
logue with God and our Lord’s 
instruction, we can understand 
that God is delighted when we 
persistently bother Him with 
our prayers. St. Paul writing to 
the Ephesians (6:18) says, “with 
all prayer and petition pray at all 
times in the Spirit, and with this 
in view, be on the alert with all per-
severance and petition for all the 
saints.”  In the First Letter to the 
Colossians (4:2) St. Paul says, be 
persistent in prayer, and keep alert 
as you pray, giving thanks to God.
Moving Forward: Keep Praying!
You start perishing when you stop 
praying, so don’t give up. There 
are times in our lives when we 

have so many reasons to give up 
because things fail to turn up the 
way we want. Think about those 
moments when you have more 
questions than answers, moments 
when things get worse than better. 
If that man in the parable gave up 
when his friend said “no” for the 
first time it would have been a 
failed mission. We often fail in life 
because we give up asking when we 
should hold on.
The liturgy of the word of this 
Sunday is encouraging us to keep 
the candle of prayer burning from 
dawn to dust; in fact, prayer should 
become for us a way of life and 
constant exercise, as it is our ver-
itable line of communication with 
God.  Let us keep in mind that 
prayer has no time limit; it instead 
involves steadfast patience. David 
says, “I waited patiently for the 
Lord, and he turned to me and 
heard my cry” (Psalm 40:1).
Have a beautiful day, and may God 
bless you more!
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What Is Real Love?
By Father Daniel Gallagher, simplycatholic.org
The world is forever asking the ques-
tion, in poetry and song, “What is real 
love?” In his first encyclical from 2005, 
Pope Benedict XVI proposed an an-
swer. In fact, he reminds us that God 
has already revealed to us the answer: 

“In this is love: not that we have loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son as an expiation for our sins” (1 Jn 
4:10).
The very title, Deus Caritas Est, states 
a fundamental truth of the Chris-
tian faith: “God is love” (1 Jn 4:16). 
Every Christian, and indeed many 
non-Christians, can agree on that. But 
unfortunately, if we have misunder-
stood what love is, we will surely mis-
understand who God is.
Love Is Twofold

“Today,” observes Pope Benedict, “the 
term ‘love’ has become one of the most 
frequently used and misused of words” 
(Deus Caritas Est, no. 2). We seldom 
stop to reflect on the difference be-
tween loving our ice cream, loving our 
pets, loving our families and loving our 
God. We indiscriminately say we love 
each of these.
Pope Benedict suggests that we can 
begin to sort out the complex issues 
surrounding love with a preliminary 
observation: Love is twofold. We love 
something or someone because we de-
rive a benefit from that something or 
someone.
When we eat ice cream, we derive the 
pleasure of tasting its sweetness. But 
the ice cream derives no benefit from 
our love.
We love our pets because they provide 
us with protection and companionship. 
We also feed them because we don’t 

want them to go hungry, but if we had 
only one steak, we would give it to our 
children before giving it to a dog. Love 
means something quite different in 
each of these cases.
We love because we are fulfilled 
through love, but also when it seems to 
leave us unfulfilled. The ancient Greeks 
had a way of distinguishing between 
these two aspects of love. Eros is the 
love that overwhelms us without our 
thinking or willing it. It is the love that 
moves Romeo to gasp, “for I ne’er saw 
true beauty till this night” when he 
catches his first glimpse of Juliet.
Agape, on the other hand, is the love we 
freely choose. It’s the love we extend to 
the other not for our own good, but for 
the other’s good. “Amare est velle alicui 
bonum,” taught St. Thomas Aquinas. 

“To love is to will the good for another.”
This is the love that impelled Mother 
Teresa to found her Missionaries of 
Charity in Calcutta, India. It’s the love 
that beckons you to forgo your favorite 
TV program so you can play a game of 
cards with a lonely friend in the nurs-
ing home.
God’s Radical Love
God loves with an agape surpassing 
all others. He had no need to create us, 
nothing to gain by saving us. He is ut-
terly perfect and self-sufficient within 
himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Yet, Paul writes, “God proves His love 
(agape) for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8). 
God did not wait until we demonstrat-
ed our love toward Him. He poured 
out His love for us “while we were still 
sinners.”



This total act of divine self-giving is a great mystery. 
Indeed, it almost seems that such a love contradicts 
God’s very nature. God, who needs nothing from us, 
gives everything for us.
Pope Benedict summarizes this profound paradox 
when he writes that Jesus’ “death on the cross is the 
culmination of that turning of God against himself in 
which He gives himself in order to raise man up and 
save him. This is love in its most radical form” (no. 12) 

— the love that has transformed the world!
It is also, the Pope teaches, the love that transforms 
eros. Eros is not stripped of its value in the face of 
Christian agape. To the contrary, agape sheds a whole 
new light on the true meaning of eros.
Eros, when it is properly understood, is the gateway 
to agape. Romeo would never have had the chance to 
love Juliet for her own sake if he had not first felt a 
strong desire to have her for his own sake.
In the classical tradition, eros was understood as a 
form of ecstasy (Greek ek-stasis), which literally 
means “to stand outside oneself.” The rapture we feel 
in the presence of something or someone beautiful 
arouses in us a strong desire to become one with that 
something or someone. Such a desire can even make 
us feel dizzy.

“Love,” writes Pope Benedict, “is indeed ‘ecstasy,’” yet 
“not in the sense of a moment of intoxication, but rath-
er as a journey, an ongoing exodus out of the closed 
inward-looking self toward its liberation through 
self-giving, and thus toward authentic self-discovery 
and indeed the discovery of God” (no. 6).
In this sense, Christianity affirms erotic love. In fact, 
because eros holds so powerful a sway over us, sacred 
Scripture repeatedly draws upon erotic images to 
help us fathom the bottomless depths of God’s agape. 
Erotic love is ordered to, and ultimately culminates in, 
the Sacrament of Matrimony.
Consequently, we shouldn’t be surprised to find that 
God speaks to us in marital images. “I will allure her; 
I will lead her into the desert and speak to her heart,” 
God says to the people of Israel through the prophet 

Hosea. “I will espouse you to me forever. I will es-
pouse you in fidelity and you shall know the Lord” 
(Hos 2:10, 21-22). Our experience of eros, if not den-
igrated by our sinful inclinations, can thus lead us to 
understand something about God’s passionate love 
for us.
The Eucharist Is Love
The Pope urges us to remember, however, that we 
should not stop there. The fickleness of desirous love 
(eros) must give way to the purity of unselfish love 
(agape). This transformation can take place fully only 
through our participation in the divine agape of the 
Church’s sacraments, especially the holy Eucharist.

“The Eucharist draws us into Jesus’ act of self-obla-
tion,” writes Pope Benedict. “We enter into the very 
dynamic of self-giving. The imagery of marriage be-
tween God and Israel is now realized in a way previ-
ously inconceivable” (no. 13).
Pope Benedict’s encyclical challenges us to exam-
ine our motives for participating, or for neglecting 
to participate, in the holy Eucharist. Too often we 
view this great sacrament in terms of eros. We are too 
quick to ask, “What will I get out of going to Mass 
this Sunday?”
The Pope invites us to view the liturgy instead in 
terms of agape. Our participation in the Mass is 
nothing short of a participation in Christ’s total and 
utter self-giving — an actual sharing in His very 
Body and Blood, offered up for us once on the cross, 
and continually offered to us week after week at the 
Lamb’s High Feast.
Romeo died for his beloved bride Juliet because of 
a tragic mistake. Shakespeare’s tale is one of eros 
gone awry. But Jesus’ death for His beloved Bride the 
Church was no mistake. The Gospel is the story of 
the triumph of agape.
So just what is real love? “Love,” writes Pope Bene-
dict, “is ‘divine’ because it comes from God and unites 
us to God. It makes us a ‘we’ which transcends our 
divisions and makes us one, until in the end God is 
‘all in all’ ” (no. 18).
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Donations Received as of July 17 (Week 3)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 6 $140

St. Elizabeth’s 24 $460
St. Mary’s 20 $145
St. Theresa’s 42 $1,141

Total 92 $1,886

Outside Donations $50
Year to Date Received $8,427
Goal $8,077
Ahead/Behind Goal +$350

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
Mineral, VA donor: $50

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $84

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

7/23 SATURDAY
4pm Jean St. Clair

6pm Patty Sutter U

7/24 SUNDAY

9am Linda Meadows

11:30am Irene Regina Noll U



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
JULY 24: Hannah Dameron | 25: Gracie Barker | 26: Kayla Milhoan | 27: Kathy Buchanan | 29: Steve Ryan

ANNIVERSARIES
JULY 25: Reece & Bond Strong

Congratulations to St. Mary’s for receiving the 2022 Home Mission Grant!

St. Theresa’s is hosting the fall picnic and Mass on October 23. More details to come!
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