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The parable of the prodigal 
son is very popular among 
Bible stories. This is largely 

on account of the fact that it has a 
lot of drama from the beginning to 
the end; in fact, the presence of lots 
of parties makes it more appealing. 
Upon a reflective insight we dis-
cover that there are three main active 
characters in the parable and each 
of them has some special peculiar-
ity and lessons to dispense. In this 
reflection, we see all of them as being 
prodigal. Essentially, the word prod-
igal generally means being wasteful, 
extravagant and lavish, especially 
with money or other resources. Upon 
a deeper reflection, being prodigal 
can also be positive when it is applied 
to some virtuous act like love, for-
giveness, kindness etc. Today we shall 
be reflecting on three forms of prodi-
gality and how they affect us.
The Prodigality of the Younger Son
The free decision of this character 
sets the tone of the story. We are told 
that he (the younger son) came to his 
father and requested his own share of 
the father’s estate (wealth). In the first 
place, the request was preposterous 
in many ways. He was the younger 
son and not the first (heir apparent) 
and his father was still alive; a man’s 
properties are not shared while he is 
still breathing. Nonetheless, we see 
him exercising his freedom. We are 
basically free to make choices but 
this freedom should be exercised 
wisely and responsibly as the choices 

we make today determine the nature 
of tomorrow. In the Garden of Eden, 
Adam and Eve were given the free-
dom to choose between the fruit at 
the middle of the garden (and its 
consequential reward) and the other 
fruits (Gen.2:15-17). In this same 
way, you are free to make choices, but 
be careful that the choices you make 
will be ones that will help and not 
hinder you or anyone.
Being granted the request by his 
father, this younger son took to a far 
country. Far country in this sense 
refers to a place of disconnection 
from the father’s love, care, protec-
tion, provision and direction. Far 
country is a place and a situation of 
lawlessness and sin. It is furthermore 
a place of hunger and famine on 
account of the disconnection from 
the source of sustenance. Nothing 
actually lasts in the far country. Like 
the younger son, some of us have 
various far countries in our lives. Far 
countries are those things that push 
us to sin and disconnect us from the 
grace of God. The book of Proverbs 
(14:12) is referring to a far country 
when it says that there is a way that 
seems right to a man but the end of 
it is death. The same reference can be 
seen in the prophecy of Isaiah (53:6) 
where it is stated that we have all 
gone astray, each on his own way. The 
question could be “What is your own 
far country?”
After squandering all he got from 
his father on loose living and fol-

lowing the famine in that far coun-
try, the younger son lost everything 
and became poor and friendless. This 
points to the fact that in the far coun-
try all riches will disappear but God’s 
word will remain (Mark 13:31) and 
the greatest of riches can be found 
in our souls (Matt. 16:26). When we 
are disconnected from God in our far 
country experience we suffer spiritual 
hunger and famine ( Jn. 15:5). In his 
desperation the younger son decided 
to hire himself out to one of the locals 
to take care of their herd of swine. 
Now this is the lowliest of jobs a Jew 
could do that time. This is because 
Jews consider pigs as unclean animals. 
Hence, for a Jew to take care of pigs 
and feed them is very senseless. That 
the young man could not even get 
leftovers from the pig’s meal points 
to the fact that he was hanging in 
there only to get accommodation.

The high point of the episode was 
when the young man came to him-
self or, more appropriately, to his 
senses. This is a pointer to the fact 
that often when we are hanging in 
the far country we operate outside 
of our real selves, out of our real 
senses. This “coming to himself ” is 
the turning point in the parable. At 
this point, the young man realized 
where he came from and what was 
happening in his wretched life. At 
this point he realized that he was in 
a strange place. This was the turning 
point of repentance. At this point he 
longed for reconciliation. It should 
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be noted that repentance precedes 
reconciliation. There is no real rec-
onciliation without a prior repen-
tance which involves realizing one-
self and coming to one’s senses. This 
is actually what we need to do when 
we find ourselves stuck and wasting 
in a far country.
It is one thing to realize how far we 
have strayed into the far country 
and another thing for us to make 
the decision to return home. There 
are many people out there who 
have been vacillating from coming 
to themselves (to their senses) and 
going out again from themselves 
(from their senses). It takes a strong 
conviction to return from the region 
of sin and disconnection back to the 
region of God and salvation. The 
young man coming to himself said: 

“I will arise and go to my father, and I 
will say to him ‘father I have sinned 
against heaven and before you ; I am 
no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your hired 
servants.’” Pay attention to this: “I 
will arise!” This actually means that 
he has been completely down. Sin 
has a way of bringing us down spir-
itually and even physically (Luke 5: 
17-26).
Furthermore, he said that he would 
go to his father and acknowledge his 
sins. Very often we rationalize and 
justify our sins. He went immedi-
ately without wasting time, like we 
often tend to postpone our repen-
tance and reconciliation with God. 
If he wasted more time he could 
have died without realizing what he 
had already conceived in his mind. 
Many people have died with their 
wonderful dreams due to inactivity 
and delay.

From this younger son we discover 
two forms of prodigality: the prod-
igality of wastefulness with the 
father’s wealth which took him to a 
far country on the one hand and the 
prodigality of total reversal which 
brought him to his senses and even-
tually brought him home back to 
his father. This radical change is a 
positive prodigality which is a rec-
ommendation we need in our lives.
The Prodigal Father
It may sound strange to see the 
father in the parable as being prod-
igal. But from our prior under-
standing, we acknowledge a form of 
positive prodigality. From the first 
mention of the father in the parable 
we are shown a gentle and under-
standing father. When his younger 
son demanded a share of his wealth 
he neither complained nor resisted. 
When the son was away his mind 
was not at rest as he prayed and 
wished that one day the younger son 
would come back home. To show us 
that he was always looking forward 
to his return we are told that he:
• Sighted him from a distance.
• Ran towards him.
• Embraced him.
• Kissed him.
• Staged a welcome party for him.

These gestures demonstrated the 
father’s prodigality in forgiveness, 
affection and love. By sighting him 
from a distance we understand that 
the father had been waiting and 
looking forward to the day his son 
would return; he was hopeful. The 
father running towards him demon-
strated his eagerness to have him 
back alive. A man at the age of the 

(Continued next page)
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father was not expected to run except in a situation 
between life and death, and that was the situation in the 
father’s perception. Embracing and kissing the boy, the 
father demonstrated that he still valued his son so much. 
He is priceless now regardless of his notorious past; every 
saint has a past and every sinner has a future.
The father is very much like God who is more interested 
in our reconciliation with him than in our past. God is 
rather thinking about a better future for us. Hence, the 
father called for a robe, a ring and sandals for his younger 
son. This tells us that when we make a return to God he 
will restore our lost fortunes (Deut. 30:3). He was given 
the best robe indicating royalty, a ring of authority and 
sandals for a new platform as a son not a slave, a member 
of the household not an outsider, an insider not an out-
sider. Above all this wonderful father organized a feast in 
honor of the son. All this happened because this lost son 
freely decided to come back from the far country! When-
ever we are ready to come back to God He is faithful and 
ready with His prodigal love to have us back.
The Prodigal Elder Son
The story could have ended with the father’s reconcili-
ation with the younger son upon his sorrowful return. 
However there comes the elder son whose prodigality is 
very much unlike the father and the younger son. There 
was no mention of him pleading with the younger brother 
not to leave the house when he made the initial move to 
break up with his family. When he was “lost” he could not 
go out to look for him. He was obviously happy about his 
younger brother’s attitude and maybe in his mind he was 
gone and gone forever for good! For him, he deserved to 
die out there.
This elder son’s prodigality consists in wickedness and lack 
of charity. Hence he was not only surprised but also angry 
that his brother repented and came back and was having 
a party to celebrate his return. When a servant told him 
what was going on in the house he refused to go in. He 
was not ready to see a lost and wayward brother recon-
ciled and reunited with the father. When his father came 
to persuade him to come and rejoice with the others over 
the return of his brother he complained that a party had 
not been thrown in his honor since he had been laboring 

for his father. He went on to give us the information no 
one had before now, that the younger brother spent his 
property on prostitutes. From the elder son’s statements 
his relationship with the father was simply business-like: 

“I work for you and you pay me!” He had no love and 
affection.
From reflection on the parable, we notice that all three 
characters were prodigal but on various pedestals. The 
younger son was prodigal with the resources of his father 
which he senselessly lavished. However his conversion 
showed us another form of prodigality which reversed 
the earlier one. The father maintained his positive prod-
igality with involves love, affection and forgiveness. The 
elder son, on the other hand, maintained a negative prod-
igality all through. At the end of the story he became the 
one that remained negatively prodigal as he was out and 
disconnected from the father while the younger son was 
in and connected with the father.
Very often some people like the elder son identify others 
as sinners and in their memory register such people as 
legally condemned and qualified for hell fire. Nobody has 
the right to condemn another when God had not said the 
final word on someone. Our Lord Jesus Christ actually 
shocked his listeners at some point when he indicated 
that tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way 
into the kingdom of God (Matt. 21:31). More so, God is 
not interested in the death of sinners but in their repen-
tance (Ezk. 18: 23). A Saul could as well become a Paul! 
Every saint has a past and every sinner has a future.
Today we are invited to become positively prodigal like 
the younger son in our coming totally to our senses and 
returning to God after wasteful years in the far country. 
We are called upon to adopt the prodigal attitude of love 
and forgiveness from the father and we are finally called 
upon to drop the negative prodigality of the elder son by 
not judging and condemning others who are still in the 
far country; after all, we have been there, too. We thus ask 
ourselves what efforts are we making to bring people back 
to God—if we help or hinder repentance and reconcilia-
tion and if we intend to be alone in heaven and have hell 
filled with our neighbors!

I wish you a blissful Sunday and a most rewarding week 
ahead!
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Rediscovering our Union with Christ
By Fr. Timothy V. Vaverek, thecatholicthing.com 
Asked the purpose of Jesus’ life, many Christians would 
say something like: “He came to forgive our sins and save 
us from Hell”; or “He taught us to love God and neigh-
bor”; or “He offered us eternal life in Heaven.” Although 
true, those responses miss the beauty and heart of the 
Gospel: Jesus came to wed us to Himself so we could 
share in His eternal life and saving work. The obscuring 
of this central revelation is at the root of the crises facing 
Christians and the Church today. Its rediscovery is the 
solution.
A fundamental fact of fallen human existence is that 
we fail to live completely according to God’s generosity, 
wisdom, and love—even when he tells us what to believe 
and how to act. This means that if the Gospel is presented 
merely as information about God and the moral law, it 
reveals our errors and sins but is powerless to transform 
our lives.

Too often, the Gospel has been presented or received in 
that feeble way. When this happens, the discrepancies 
between Jesus’ call to holiness and the harsh realities of 
life appear insurmountable. That tension can lead to anx-
iety, fear, self-disgust, resentment, or efforts to alter the 
Gospel to fit our lives. These aren’t healthy or authentic 
ways forward.
It’s not surprising, then, that some older forms of Chris-
tianity, like Jansenist Catholicism and Puritanical Protes-
tantism, produced a variety of legalistic and guilt-ridden 
pieties. It’s also easy to see why reactions to those move-
ments led to novel, progressive forms of Christianity that 
promote relativistic and self-affirming spiritualities.
To be life-giving, the presentation and reception of the 
Gospel must center on Jesus: God the Son, born of Mary, 
crucified, and raised to glory at the right hand of the 
Father. Christ isn’t a theological or a sociological con-
struct to be analyzed or adapted according to shifting 
preferences or paradigms. He’s a concrete, living person 
who has come to dwell in us, thereby uniting us to the 
Holy Trinity as members of his own Body and Bride. 
Jesus is Himself the only way forward. 
Through baptism into Christ, God abides in us and fills us 
with all the gifts we need to share his divine life. Despite 

our fallen condition, we’re now able to live according 
to his generosity, wisdom, and love. This “divinization” 
(which the Orthodox call theosis) allows us to face the 
discrepancies that arise between our lives and the Gospel 

—between us and Jesus, between the world and the King-
dom—without fear, anger, or the need to alter the Good 
News. Although not yet perfected, we’ve truly been trans-
formed and set free for the abundant life Christ promised.

And what a life it is! As Eve shared life and labor with 
Adam, so those united to Jesus share in his life and 
work. We’re not only God’s handiwork, we’ve become 
his coworkers. In Christ, we’re able to pour ourselves 
out through loving service to God and neighbor, which 
brings glory to the Trinity and fosters the salvation of the 
whole human race (Phil 2:5-13; Col 1:24).

As long as we remain in Jesus, he’s at work in, with, and 
through us. Eternal life has begun in the midst of the 
joys and sorrows of earthly life. Whatever happens, good 
or bad, we find Christ there to strengthen us and draw 
us closer to Himself. Thus, nothing can separate us from 
Him except our rejecting Him by refusing to admit error, 
repent of sins, and live according to His love. All we have 
to do is walk with Him in the path He lays before us as 
we deal with the people and circumstances of life.
For many reasons, this nuptial and participatory under-
standing of Jesus, His Gospel, and our new life in Him 
has been obscured or eclipsed for the majority of Chris-
tians. This doesn’t deprive them of God’s grace or the 
hope of salvation, since they can still remain united to 
Christ. It does, however, deprive them of the abundant 
life He offers and distorts their witness, which harms 
them, their families, and the world.

This crisis isn’t simply a result of personal sin. Even inno-
cent errors about Jesus—His purpose, and who we’re 
called to be—damage us and others. If you hand out poi-
sonous opinions or bad advice, sincerity doesn’t lessen the 
injury. Because we’ve lost sight of the heart of the Gospel, 
many Christians are unintentionally bearing a defective 
and sometimes harmful witness to each other, our chil-
dren, and our neighbors.
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Donations Received as of September 4 (Week 10)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 11 $186

St. Elizabeth’s 18 $1,260
St. Mary’s 12 $1,060
St. Theresa’s 40 $1,119

Total 81 $3,625

Outside Donations $150
Year to Date Received $28,394
Goal $26,923
Ahead/Behind Goal + $1,471

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU! 
Hampton, VA donor: $150
OTHER DONATIONS: 
St. Mary’s Building Fund: $200 

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

9/10 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph volunteers

6pm Donald Shawver U

9/11 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth volunteers

11:30am St. Theresa volunteers



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER 14: Frannie Minton, Stephanie Santos, Rocco Tester

• Fr. Eric will celebrate a parish-wide Mass on Saturday, September 17 at 6pm at St. Theresa’s for those who 
are unable to attend St. Elizabeth’s Anniverssary Mass on September 18.

• Women of Holy Family Parish, you’re cordially invited to join the women of St. Michael in Glen Allen in an 
upcoming Bible Study program via Zoom:

Walking with Purpose — Fall 2022 Sessions

Walking with Purpose is a unique way for women to gather and study sacred scriptures through the heart of 
our Catholic Faith. 

New to Walking with Purpose? Our flagship 22-week study, Opening Your Heart, is an incredibly effective 
guide to deep, lasting transformation of the heart. We encourage all participants new to Walking with Purpose 
to begin here, regardless of previous experience with Bible Study. 

Have you participated in Walking with Purpose before? Our new 17-week study, Grounded in Hope, will help 
you experience a growth in grit and grace to help you run your race.

For more information and to sign up, visit: https://saint-mikes.org/walkingwithpurpose
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The gravity of the crisis is intensified for Christians 
in the West by the ascendancy of misguided cul-
tural forces like radical secularism (which separates 
life from God and his love), autonomous individ-
ualism (which claims we create our own identity), 
and private conscience (which subjectively deter-
mines morality). These have adversely influenced 
the worldview of many Christians, whose opinions 
and behavior now often align with their unbelieving 
peers on the political right or left.
If we’re to meet the crises facing the Church and 

Western societies, we need to rediscover Jesus and 
the life He came to bring us. Efforts to inform our-
selves about ecclesial and cultural problems and to 
implement strategies to resolve them simply can’t 
bear fruit if we aren’t deeply and intentionally rooted 
in Christ. We won’t have the vision and hope needed 
to respond to our own errors and sins, let alone those 
of our families and the world.
Our nuptial and participatory union with Jesus is the 
heart of the Gospel. As such, it’s the only way for-
ward, regardless of where the current crises lead us.

(Continued from page 5)


