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It is generally very human 
to leave things behind, but 
very hurtful when you cannot 

find them again. Today we have 
another angle to leaving things 
behind. Here we are presented 
with the fact of willfully leaving 
everything and everybody behind 
for the sake of a greater thing and 
person. You can call it purposeful 
abandonment or willful forgetting.
On this third Sunday of our new 

“liturgical semester” we are pre-
sented with the beginning of the 
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ 
after the arrest of John who bap-
tized him and witnessed to him. 
The events surrounding this begin-
ning are very important because 
they impact greatly on the nature 
and purpose his ministry.
In the first place, we are told that 
our Lord withdrew from Nazareth 
to the seaside at Capernaum (the 
regions of Zebulun and Naphtali). 
Here we have a confirmation of the 
oracle of Isaiah in the first reading 
which foretold a coming relief for 

those there referred to as walk-
ing in darkness. There is always a 
divinely instituted starting point 
for every ministry. God willed that 
the ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Christ should start from the most 
needful point, a place described as 
being in darkness. Often preachers 
of the word of God prefer places 
of convenience without paying 
attention to where God prefers. 
Next we discover that most suc-
cessful people became what they 
are outside their hometowns. For 
Abraham to become the father of 
a great nation he had to leave his 
father’s house and his hometown 
(Gen. 12:1-2).
From the beginning of the fourth 
chapter of the Gospel of Matthew 
we discover that our Lord was 
alone preparing for his ministry. 
He had fasted for forty days and 
forty nights, he had encountered 
and defeated the devil during the 
temptations that trailed his fasting. 
Now intending to go public, he 
went in search of followers.
It is most worthy to note that the 
first place he went to seek follow-
ers was around the Sea of Galilee 
and among fishermen. Why didn’t 
he go to the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
priests, the scribes and other groups 
with people of higher learning? 
The answer is simple. Just as he 
was not born among the rich and 
the learned, our Lord went for the 
humble, teachable and unassum-
ing folks. Furthermore, fishermen 
are known to be patient, painstak-
ing, and always at their trade and 

that explains the reason why they 
could toil all night (Luke 5:5). In 
fact, if our Lord should come into 
our present context, he will still go 
for the simple-hearted, the teach-
able and unassuming and these 
can be found among the simple 
folks around us.
The highest point of the narrative 
is the prompt response of those 
he called. We are told that Simon 
Peter and his brother Andrew left 
their nets and followed him while 
James and John, in addition to their 
nets, also left their father behind 
and followed our Lord. This rapid 
response to our Lord’s simple invi-
tation “follow me” leaves us with so 
much to ponder. By dropping their 
nets they changed their vocations 
from being fish handlers to being 
good news harbingers. The nets 
stood for them sources of income 
and sustenance, but their response 
made the Lord their ideal source 
of sustenance and support. Fur-
thermore, they ( James and John) 
left their father in addition to the 
nets. This supplies us with the 
information that they placed the 
good news and God before their 
family. If Simon and Andrew had 
their father there they could have 
done the same.
From the unquestioning response 
the four foremost apostles gave to 
the Lord’s invitation, we see faith 
and trust in action. Obviously, if 
he had called the Pharisees, priests, 
scribes and others, the response 
would have been “who gave you 
authority?” (Matthew 21:23; Luke 
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20:1-2; Mark 11:27-28). Unlike 
these people, the apostles wasted 
no time in following the Lord as 
if they knew that it was a special 
privilege to be called to become 
an apostle.
The Lord has not stopped call-
ing. By virtue of our baptism we 
are called into the Christian fold 
where we share in the priestly, 
kingly and prophetic office of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Further-
more, we are called into various 
vocations and ministries. The 
question that we must answer is 
how responsive are we to the call? 
And are we ready to leave every-
thing and everybody to answer 
that call? There are indeed many 
modern nets and fathers fighting 
for our attention. Are we ready to 
let go and answer the call fully.

There is no doubt that many 
people give half responses to 
God; they answer the call but are 
still clinging to their “nets and 
fathers,” a situation of divided 
attention. Our Lord did instruct 
that anyone who wants to be his 
follower must renounce him-
self/herself and take up the 
cross (every day) and follow him 
(Matt. 16:24; Mark 3:34; Luke 
9:23). In our day and age we dis-
cover that there are many people 
whose response to the Christian 
life starts and ends only in the 
Church and within Church activ-
ities. But when they are at home, 
in their work or leisure locations 
they become “un-Christian” in 
their words and lifestyles; in 
order words, giving half-baked 
responses to the call by our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

If we pay attention to the narra-
tive, we will discover that in the 
context of that call, our Lord 
gave them a job description. In 
his words they are to become 

“fishers of men.” This presents a 
clear delineation of the scope and 
limitation of their undertaking. 
Being fishers of men means that 
they are (in the manner of their 
former trade) meant to catch 
souls for the one who has called 
them. They are not expected to 
be fishers of wealth or fame. It is 
most unfortunate that we have 
in our day and age individuals 
who are fishing from the pockets 
of men instead of fishing their 
souls for Christ; definitely they 
are half-baked in their response 
or they called themselves like the 
man who offered to follow Jesus 
Christ but was disallowed (Luke 
9:57-58).
There is a message also for those 
who are to receive the good 
news from those commissioned 
to spread the good news. Often 
people make the messengers to 
become larger and bigger than 
the message. We see this playing 
out in our days where ministries 
are not rooted on Jesus Christ 
the ideal sender but on one pastor, 
prophet or priest or another. The 
messengers will come and go but 
the message will remain. Every 
worthwhile call to ministry must 
be founded on Jesus Christ. This 
situation reared its head as we 
saw in the second reading where 
Paul had to address issues con-
cerning divisions by some taking 
to Cephas other to Paul and still 
others to Apollos. (1 Cor.1:10-
13;17) (Continued last page.)



Make Beauty, Rediscover Humanity
By John Cuddeback at life-craft.org

This much is clear if we have eyes to see: beauty is a 
first principle in the formation of the world. We could 
even say it is the principle. The natural world and all 
its processes arrest us in their beauty, from the micro 
to the macro and everything in between.
The veins of stones and banks of streams, the leaves of 
trees and berries of bushes, the gills of fish and antlers 
of deer, the rising of the sun and the shooting of stars. 
The birth of a baby and a child’s face.
Striking is the beauty even and especially (!) of things 
and processes that serve very practical ends: such as 
blossoms and flowers. A first lesson we can learn from 
nature is that there is nothing so ordinary, or ‘simply’ 
useful, that it shouldn’t also be beautiful.
The beautiful is always our domain. To relegate mak-
ing beauty to the realm of the ‘artist’—as though only 
some of us are artists!—is to maim our humanity. In-
deed, perhaps a central way we humans have rejected 
who we are and our place in the cosmos, is that we 
have stooped to set aside and undervalue the beautiful.
Our focus on the utilitarian is in fact a kind of myopic 
self-centeredness, a losing sight of the bigger picture 

and what really matters. And as all selfishness, it un-
dermines the very self it seeks to build up. So we wake 
up to find ourselves awash in ugliness: an ugliness only 
we could have made, by our failure to receive the gift. 
The gift of being made for beauty: seeing it; making it; 
living in it, and even for it.
Part of the gift is the profound interplay between 
beauty perceivable by the senses, and the deeper beau-
ty that transcends it. Some well-meaning souls, alert 
to the distinction of lower and higher, have rejected 
sensible beauty as unimportant. (This might also take 
the form of missing the significance of the now gener-
al unconcern for cultivating and making beauty, such 
as in music.) A more nuanced—and more human—
approach recognizes the priority of the deeper beauty, 
and then for its sake cultivates the lower too. Such is 
the great art of human life.
To rediscover the true place of beauty in our daily life, 
from its simple to profound manifestations, will be 
to rediscover something we have sorely missed. We 
might begin with a recognition and resolution: I, too, 
can take beauty as a principle in all that I do and make.



Is Adoration Different Than Prayer Before a Tabernacle?
Msgr. Charles E. Pope, simplycatholic.com

The Church does not assign an essential difference be-
tween praying before the tabernacle and praying before 
the Lord when displayed in the monstrance in Eucha-
ristic Adoration. A Vatican document on the Eucha-
rist says: “Exposition of the blessed sacrament, either 
in a ciborium or a monstrance, draws the faithful to an 
awareness of the sublime presence of Christ and in-
vites them to inner communion with him. Therefore, it 
is a strong encouragement toward the worship owed to 
Christ in spirit and in truth” (Eucharisticum Mysteri-
um, No. 60).
So, both forms of adoration are commended. But while 
there is not an essential difference, there can be a sub-
jectively different experience. In adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in a monstrance, there is a 
visual aspect that helps many to stay more focused. In 

this sense one may argue that Eucharistic Adoration 
before the monstrance is “better.” But as you point out, 
personal factors such as schedules or a preference for 
quieter, briefer or more solitary visits can also influence 
what is better.
The bottom line is that the Church encourages devo-
tion to the Blessed Sacrament. Such devotion, through 
visits, adoration, signs of respect through kneeling, 
genuflection and making the Sign of the Cross as one 
passes a Catholic Church, all acknowledge the sublime 
presence of the Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament.
(Fr. Eric encourages parishioners to stop by and spend 
some time with Jesus in the tabernacle. If it’s after hours, 
he’ll be glad to let you in! –ed.)



Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Elizabeth Gregory
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
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Donations Received as of January 15 (Week 29)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s $30

St. Elizabeth’s
St. Mary’s $860
St. Theresa’s 52 $1,287

Total 52 $2,177

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $82,592
Goal $78,077
Ahead/Behind Goal + $4,515

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OTHER COLLECTIONS:
World Mission Sunday: $205

BUILDING FUND: 
St. Theresa: $150

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

1/21 SATURDAY
4pm

6pm

1/22 SUNDAY

9am

11:30am Margaret McDonagh U



january birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
22: Maria Ciaccio | 24: Steve Hankins | 25: Jim Ciaccio | 26: Joseph Claustro | 28: Rolando Guanlao

• There will no daily Mass until February 14 when Fr. Eric returns from vacation.
• Starting February 2, Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet only at St. Mary’s, every other Thursday at 11am. If you 

would like to join us, need supplies or have questions, please contacs Jackie Shawver at jshawver1965@gmail.
com.

Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom
and cured every disease among the people.

– Mt. 4:23
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Phone: 276-979-8504
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Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com

(Pastor’s notes, cont.)

As Christians we should be conscious of the fact that 
wherever we find ourselves we are responding to a 
divine call. This response should be continuous and 
should also take place in season and out of season. 
We cannot afford to be Christians by daytime and 
pagans by nightfall. The call of the four foremost 
apostles also reminds us of the need for us to let 
go of our “old trade”. The former things should be 
forgotten (Isaiah 43:18) and the new things should 
be totally embraced and followed (Isaiah 43:19). If 
you hear the Lord calling you today, what kind of 
response will you give?
Have a wonderfully blessed week ahead.
 


