
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
312 Tazewell Avenue, Tazewell, VA 24651 

(276) 988-4626 | parishoffice@holyfamilyswva.org | facebook: search Holy Family SWVA

ST. THERESA’S
312 Tazewell Ave.  
Tazewell,VA 24651

ST. ELIZABETH’S 
160 Merrick Lane

Pocahontas, VA 24635

ST. MARY’S 
1122 Farmer Street

Richlands, VA 24641

ST. JOSEPH’S 
1007 Independence Rd.

Grundy, VA 24614

JANUARY 8, 2023 | THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD



T he word Epiphany 
comes from the Greek 
Epiphaneia which means 

appearance, apparition, revelation 
or manifestation. In the Church’s 
understanding Epiphany has to do 
with God’s revelation or manifes-
tation of himself to the world in 
the person of Jesus Christ. This is 
a significant event through which 
God showed that He is the God of 
both Jews and Gentiles (Gal.3:28). 
After the visit of the shepherds 
(presumably Jews) to the newborn 
child through the direction of the 
nativity angels, wise men from the 
East (Gentiles) also encountered 
the glory of God’s manifestation 
through Jesus Christ with the 
direction of the magnificent star.
Epiphany from our understand-
ing here involves two important 
and inseparable strands, namely 
divine call and human response. 
God calls us to see and appreciate 
His gift of inestimable value ( John 
3:16). We respond by going to see 

and appreciate God’s gifts. How 
do we appreciate God’s gifts? We 
do so by giving God our own gifts. 
The greatest of these gifts is the 
gift of our whole being.
Today our attention is turned to 
the wise men from the East. There 
are many legends surrounding 
the identity of these men. Some 
people refer to them as “three” wise 
men on account of the three gifts 
they brought, not that the account 
of Matthew (2:1-12) recorded that 
they were three. In some transla-
tion they are called magi which 
refers to a caste within ancient 
Zoroastrian religion that were so 
knowledgeable in studying the 
movement of the heavenly bodies; 
some would thus liken them to 
astrologers while others still refer 
to them as kings.
We are more concerned about 
their mission than who they are. 
The Bible reported that they saw 
a star that was different from the 
usual as it indicated the birth of 
a great king. God has many ways 
of manifesting his presence. The 
letter to the Hebrews made refer-
ence to this when it says that:

In the past God spoke to our 
ancestors through the prophets 
at many times and in various 
ways, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the 
universe. (Heb.1:1-2).

Here we are presented with the 
fact that divine manifestation has 

been going on at various time 
and in various ways, but the one 
we are celebrating today sums up 
the whole gamut of divine reve-
lation wherein the Word is made 
flesh and shown forth to the entire 
world. In the past God manifested 
himself to many people including 
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Elijah, 
David, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and Zachariah in some mystical 
ways. But at the birth of Jesus 
Christ this manifestation takes a 
different shape. It was not like a 
vision or apparition but concretely 
tangible in the person of Jesus 
Christ born in a manger in that 
enclosure in Bethlehem.
Going back still to the visitors 
from the East we ask: “Why were 
they called wise men?” Apart from 
their learning through which 
they acquired knowledge, they 
were also imbued with wisdom 
which ultimately comes from God. 
Another question will be: “Was 
their wisdom before or after the 
visit to the new born king?” We 
have to explore in what follows 
as to why they were referred to as 
wise:

1. They were called wise because 
they could read the signs of time 
and were able to understand 
divine signs.
2. They were called wise because 
they left the comfort of their 
homes and occupations to search 
for God. Hence they understood 
that God is above everything and 
He is worth searching for just as 
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we cannot exchange Him for 
anything at all.
3. They were called wise because 
they remained steadfast in their 
search; even when the star dis-
appeared they were not discour-
aged. They sought assistance from 
Herod whom they presumed was 
wise.
4. They were called wise because 
they listened and followed the 
advice of God through the angel 
not to return to Herod and to 
return to their base through 
another route.
5. They were called wise because 
they offered gifts with great sig-
nificance to the mission of Jesus 
Christ.
Wise men and women are still 
searching for God. When God 
calls they answer and make them-
selves available to Him. To answer 
God’s call there is need for one to 
leave one’s position for a new one. 
In all the examples of God’s call 
the one thing that remains con-
sistent is the expectation to leave 
one’s position for a new one. The 
wise men left the comfort of their 
location in the East to respond to 
God’s call through the star they 
saw. In this new year we are also 
called to change to a new position 
from the unproductive old one 
that had been the cause of our 
stagnation, pain and failure. For 
us to move to this new position 
we need to be insightful enough 
to see the star and to follow it to 
where it will lead us. We need to 

be in constant search for God. An 
attentive mind may quickly ask: 

“Where can we search for God?” 
We can search for God in the fol-
lowing places:
1. In ourselves. God is in us. We 
are created in His own image and 
likeness.
2. In our fellow human beings. 
Whatever you do unto others that 
you have done unto me (Matt. 
25:31).
3. In God Himself through His 
words and the sacraments.  
There is a quick lesson we need 
to learn from the journey of the 
wise men. From the account we 
have from Matthew (2:1ff ) they 
saw the star and followed it but 
by the time they came into the 
city of Jerusalem they could not 
see it again. It was then that 
they inquired from Herod about 
where the king of the Jews will 
be born whose star they saw ear-
lier. Herod was ignorant of this 
notwithstanding his status as the 
king and he consulted the men of 
letters who confirmed the proph-
ecy of the birth of the Messiah in 
Bethlehem. Now immediately the 
wise men continued their journey 
to Bethlehem and their search 
for the new born king, the star 
appeared again and went ahead 
of them until it came to the place 
Christ was born. The lesson here 
is that we should never be discour-
aged when a situation does not 
seem to be favorable like it was in

(continued on back page)



Epiphany House Blessing
From the USCCB
The traditional date of Epiphany is January 6, but 
in the United States it is celebrated on the Sunday 
between January 2 and January 8.
When all have gathered, a suitable song may be 
sung. The leader makes the sign of the cross, and 
all reply, “Amen.”
The leader greets those present in the following 
words:
Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and homes 
with peace.
Blessed be God forever.
R/. Blessed be God forever.
In the following or similar words, the leader pre-
pares those present for the blessing:
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling place 
among us. It is Christ who enlightens our hearts and 
homes with his love. May all who enter this home 
find Christ’s light and love.
One of those present or the leader reads a text of 
sacred Scripture, for example, Luke 19:1-9:
Listen to the words of the holy Gospel according to 
Luke:
Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through 
the town. Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who 
was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, 
was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not 
see him because of the crowd, for he was short in stat-
ure. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in 
order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that way.> 
When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said 
to him, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I 
must stay at your house.” And he came down quickly 
and received him with joy. When they all saw this, 
they began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay 
at the house of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood there 
and said to the Lord, “Behold, half of my possessions, 
Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted 
anything from anyone I shall repay it four times 

over.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house because this man too is a descen-
dant of Abraham.”
The intercessions are then said:
Leader: The Son of God made his home among us. 
With thanks and praise let us call upon him.
R/. Stay with us, Lord.
Leader:  Lord Jesus Christ, with Mary and Joseph 
you formed the Holy Family: remain in our home, 
that we may know you as our guest and honor you 
as our Head.
We pray:
R/. Stay with us, Lord.
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, you had no place to lay 
your head, but in the spirit of poverty accepted the 
hospitality of your friends: grant that through our 
help the homeless may obtain proper housing.
We pray:
R/. Stay with us, Lord.
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented 
their gifts to you in praise and adoration: grant that 
those living in this house may use their talents and 
abilities to your greater glory.
We pray:
R/. Stay with us, Lord.
After the intercessions the leader invites all present 
to say the Lord’s Prayer.
The leader says the prayer of blessing with hands 
joined:
Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your 
only-begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of 
a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it.
Fill them (us) with the light of Christ,that their 
(our) concern for others may reflect your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.



R/. Amen.
The leader concludes the rite 
by signing himself or herself 
with the sign of the cross 
and saying:
May Christ Jesus dwell with 
us,keep us from all harm,and 
make us one in mind and 
heart,now and forever.
R/. Amen.
It is preferable to end the 
celebration with a suitable 
song, for example, “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful” or “We 
Three Kings.”
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Donations Received as of January 1 (Week 27)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 9 $460

St. Elizabeth’s 17 $1,365
St. Mary’s 11 $860
St. Theresa’s 45 $1,367

Total 82 $4,052

Outside Donations $500
Year to Date Received $77,927
Goal $72,692
Ahead/Behind Goal + $5,235

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
Richlands donor: $250 
Midlotian donor: $250

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM:
Pounding Mill donor: $200

OTHER OFFERTORY: 
Christmas—$125 
Mary, Mother of God—$399

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

1/7 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph parishioners

6pm St. Mary parishioners

1/8 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth parishioners

11:30am St. Theresa parishioners



january birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
11: Gerri Hankins, Louella Motos | 12: Cindy Lambert | 14: Sue Shumate

ANNIVERSARIES
9: Steven & Sheila Ryan, Joe & Daisy Claustro | 13: Derek & Maria White

Welcome Fr. Jay Biber from Lynchburg! Thank you so much for making the trip to our little corner of SWVA!
There will no daily Mass until February 14 when Fr. Eric returns from vacation.
Note: There’s a scam out there in which emails are sent, supposedly from priests who are out of the country, in dis-
tress and in need of money. Please know that neither Fr. Eric nor any priest would ever send an email to any parish-
ioner requesting money or assistance. If you receive one, it’s a scam!

We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage. 
– Mt. 2:2
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(Pastor’s notes, cont.)

the past. These wise men were not discouraged, they 
stayed in the game. When profit is no longer forth-
coming like before in your business, stay in the game. 
When your family life seems to be facing turbulent 
times, stay in the game. When no one seems to 
appreciate your input at your workplace, stay in the 
game. The wise men could have turned back when 
the star disappeared and when the king could not 
understand what they were talking about; they stayed 
in the game and their mission was fulfilled as the star 
came out again. Sometimes your star will seem dim; 
do not worry, it will rise and shine again but you have 
to remain in the game.
Today as we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, 
which tells us of the showing forth of Jesus Christ 

to the world, we ask ourselves what we show forth 
in our lives. What type of epiphany do we engage 
ourselves in? There many things people are show-
ing forth in our day and age. Some have nudity to 
show, some have wickedness to show, some hatred, 
and other vices. We are challenged today to become 
imitators of God by showing forth love. That was 
actually the culmination of the Epiphany; the man-
ifestation of God’s love in the person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Have a fulfilling feast of Epiphany and a blessed 
week ahead.


