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In my local African commu-
nity, it is not uncommon to 
call someone “goat” when the 

individual does a wrong thing 
that contradicts a standing social 
expectation or norm. There are 
situations when people admit 
and call themselves” goat” when 
they goof on a situation or should 
have done something differently. 
On the contrary, those who keep 
the law and maintain the societal 
norms are said to be as wise as 

“tortoises.” Laws are often chal-
lenging to keep but they serve to 
make us better in various ways.
 The preceding prologue 
shows that obedience is a product 
of wisdom; put in another way, it 
takes wisdom to obey while dis-
obedience is a fruit of foolishness. 
The difference between the wise 
and the foolish is their respective 
ways of evaluating their decisions 
and actions. The wise person is 
concerned about the long-term 
impact and gains while the foolish 
person is interested in the imme-

diate gain no matter how short it 
lasts.
 In the First Reading, today 
(Sirach 15:15-20), Jesus ben 
Sirach tells us to choose between 
keeping the commandments and 
obtaining salvation and breaking 
them to be damned. He explains 
further by saying that we are free 
to make a choice between fire and 
water, life, and death, good and evil. 
Immediately after this instruc-
tion, he tells us that immense is 
the wisdom of the Lord; hence it 
takes the wisdom of God to make 
any choice that will be eternally 
rewarding for us.
 In the Second Reading (1 
Cor.2:6-10) St. Paul advances the 
theme of wisdom by relating it to 
God’s wisdom which surpasses all 
other claims to wisdom. Accord-
ing to him this wisdom is hidden 
and preserved for our glory. It may 
seem that St. Paul was talking 
about something very strange. 
No! He was merely talking about 
obedience to God’s laws which 
will lead us to the eternal glory in 
heaven:
 What eye has not seen, and 
ear has not heard and what has 
not entered the human heart what 
God has prepared for those who 
love him. Those who love God 
are those who keep his command-
ments ( John 14:15).
 If we go to the Book of Deu-
teronomy (4:1-9), we will see 
Moses commanding the people 
to obedience to the laws as a sure 
way of entering the promised 
land. Furthermore, he says, “You 

must observe them diligently, for 
this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who 
when they hear all these statutes 
will say, surely this great nation is 
a wise and discerning people” (4:6). 
It takes wisdom to listen and to 
obey!
 In the Gospel Reading today 
(Matt. 5:17-37) our Lord Jesus 
Christ undertakes a systematic 
exposition on various societal 
issues using the law as a point of 
departure. In the discussion, he 
tells the people that he did not 
come to abolish the law but to fulfil 
it. According to him, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not the small-
est letter of the law will pass away. 
Why and why not? The answer is 
simply that God’s law is a tran-
script of His character. Altering 
the law would mean altering this 
transcript. Furthermore, God’s law 
is our manual for life which we see 
in the Scriptures. Following this 
guide is a wise decision that will 
ensure eternal life for us.
 Our Lord goes beyond what 
the law states to educate the 
people on what the law means; if 
you like, he makes a distinction 
between theorizing and practicing 
the law. He presents four practical 
instances which show what people 
were told before and what he is 
telling us now.

The law on murder

 From the Book of Exodus, 
we know this as the fifth com-
mandment (Ex. 20:13). God is the 
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giver of life, and nobody is free to 
take what he or she did not give. 
According to the law, anyone who 
willingly kills pays with his (her) 
life. Our Lord goes beyond physi-
cal killing by pointing at the emo-
tional and moral killing going on 
among the people even up to our 
time. From him, we learn that 
anger could be a lethal weapon. 
Anger goes with bitterness and 
hate. St. Paul advises us not to 
allow anger to lead us to sin as it 
gives the devil a room in our lives 
(Eph. 4:26-27). Our Lord tells us 
that it is a more practical obser-
vance of the law to let go of anger 
and go for reconciliation. Often, 
we commit both murder and 
genocide with our heart though 
outwardly we may look calm and 
peaceful.

The law on adultery

 We have this divine instruc-
tion in the Book of Exodus (20: 
14) with a further reinforcement 
in Exodus 20:17. The people 
believed (as the law states) that 
the law punishes only when one 
physically takes another person’s 
wife. In our Lord’s instruction, 
the sin begins from the mind. The 
sin of adultery starts processing 
when the mind consents to it; 
every sin starts from the mind. 
Wisdom consists in eliminating 
the thoughts when they come.

The law on divorce

 The writ of divorce was rec-

ommended by the Mosaic law 
on the grounds of adultery with 
the testimony of two males. In 
that male-dominated culture, 
most women suffered abuse on 
this ground, and there was no 
mention of a man being caught 
in adultery. In another discourse, 
our Lord revisited the issue by 
reminding the people that what 
God has joined together no 
person should put asunder. Hence, 
he maintained the virtue of unity 
and indissolubility of marriage 
(Mark 10:9).

The Law on oath-taking

 The Israelites were required 
to fulfil their vows and oaths to 
God (Num 30:2; Deut. 23:21-
23). How often do you keep the 
promises you make to God? On 
this, our Lord instructs that we 
should only tell the truth: “yes or 
no” when it is appropriate.
 It takes wisdom to be obe-
dient to God. Only wisdom can 
lead us to God Himself who is 
the source and summit of wisdom. 
As you march into the new week, 
may you be wise in your choices 
and choose life by obeying God 
and doing His will. It will be 
better to enjoy in the long run 
than to be damned after enjoying 
for a brief moment.  
 Have a wise and obedi-
ence-driven week ahead.



John Lukacs and the problem of Catholic smugness
By Collen Slowey, wordonfire.org
 “Smugness is the Great Catholic Sin,” wrote 
Flannery O’Connor. Unfortunately, she was quite 
right. All too often, Catholics are notorious for their 
overeager assertion of dogmatic superiority in the face 
of religious disagreement, as well as their dismissive 
attitude toward other faith traditions. It is a tragic fault 
often witnessed and (I am the first to admit) easily 
committed.
 While humility ought to correlate with religious 
zeal, Catholic smugness seems most common in those 
who take their faith seriously. This is to some degree 
understandable, since people are only arrogant about 
things they identify themselves with. But I think the 
phenomenon usually goes far deeper, the product of an 

ethical and philosophical problem unique to believing 
Catholics: how to maintain both intellectual humility 
and faith in infallible Church teaching.
 The Catholic Church classifies humility as a vir-
tue that is “necessary for salvation.” Yet the Church 
also teaches that Catholics have privileged access to 
the truth by means of official doctrine, the accuracy of 
which is guaranteed by the Holy Spirit. Making heads 
or tails of this is tricky, especially when it comes to 
intellectual matters on which the Church has spoken. 
Why is it reasonable for Catholics to be “meek and 
humble of heart” in religious debates when we are 
supposed to know we are right? If what we believe is 
true—and Catholics ought not doubt it—would it not 
be more virtuous to proclaim the truth as stridently as 
possible?
 One obvious rejoinder is that arrogance scandal-
izes nonbelievers and turns potential converts away 
from the faith. No doubt, it is partially for that reason 
that Christ commands his followers to “sit in the low-
est place” (Luke 14:10). But is the basis for intellectu-
al humility merely pragmatic—a kind of enlightened 
public relations for the benefit of outsiders? Or does 
a more fundamental grounding exist, one that would 

require Catholics to be humble in faith even if the 
whole world were already converted? For an answer, 
we should turn to the twentieth-century Catholic his-
torian John Lukacs.
 Hungarian-born Lukacs, who immigrated to the 
United States in 1946 and died only three years ago 
after a long teaching career, is best known for his study 
of World War II and its key figures, particularly Adolf 
Hilter. But he was also a keen philosopher and episte-
mologist. Outside history, one of his most significant 
contributions is his criticism of the modern West’s 

“separation of the knower from the known.”
 Without understanding, our knowledge is no 
good to us.

 According to Lukacs, modern Western think-
ers, influenced by the Enlightenment, conceptualize 
knowledge as either coldly objective (scientific, imper-
sonal, and less inclined to error) or subjective (“tainted” 
by the knower’s relationship to the known and there-
fore untrustworthy). Lukacs rejects this dichotomy, 
and in the essay “Putting Man Before Descartes,” he 
denies that an “antiseptic” objectivity is an aid to un-
derstanding.
 On the contrary, Lukacs insists that “the involve-
ment of the knower with the known” is valuable, be-
cause true knowledge is relational, and more than that, 

“participant.” In doing so, he hearkens to a key Chris-
tian insight: Truth is not just a value but a Person. The 
implication of Lukacs’ thought is that we cannot fully 
grasp any truth unless we are in a proper relationship 
with Jesus Christ and participate in his grace.
 Of course, John Lukacs does not argue that only 
holy men and women can know fact from fiction or 
that a saintly illiterate would know more about the so-
lar system, for example, than a sinful scientist. There 
is a type of knowledge, what he calls “accuracy,” that 
is seemingly independent of holiness. But, Lukacs ar-
gues, the ultimate “purpose of human knowledge . . . is 

Catholics need not become relativists to “take the lower seat.” 



not accuracy, or even certainty; it is understanding.”
Without understanding, our knowledge is no good 
to us. We might be able to rehearse arguments with 
technical correctness, but the meaning of those argu-
ments—even the meaning of the terms that constitute 
them—will not touch our hearts. It is through under-
standing that the Holy Spirit pours grace into our lives 
and inspires us to become more like Christ. 
 Nor can understanding be achieved without in-
tellectual virtue. In Lukacs’ words, understanding de-
pends “on the how, on the very quality of . . . participa-
tion [in Truth], on the approach of . . . mind, including 
at least a modicum of understanding of . . . self.” “Un-
derstanding of self,” of course, is the exact definition of 
humility supplied by the saints—the recognition that 
anything and everything a person appears to possess is 
only his contingently, dependent on God’s favor.
 Unless a person approaches knowledge with that 
perspective, he or she is incapable of truly under-
standing anything, and that includes religious dogma. 
Consequently, intellectual pride is no less dangerous 
to Catholics than it is to anyone else. The Catechism 
confirms this when it states that human minds “can 

understand what God tells us . . . only in a spirit of 
humility and respect before the Creator” (299).
 What Lukacs calls “involvement” between the 
knower and the known is the lynchpin of the argu-
ment for intellectual humility among Catholics. It re-
veals that the “smugness” derided by O’Connor poses 
not only a great moral danger to its practitioners but 
an intellectual one as well, for it prevents them from 
fully comprehending the truths they so boldly espouse.
Catholics need not become relativists to “take the low-
er seat.” We can—and must—believe that we are priv-
ileged in our access to infallible teaching, the fullness 
of the truth. But, as John Lukacs reminds us, accura-
cy without understanding is worthless to the knower. 
And understanding is impossible without humility.
 Those who proclaim the Catholic faith in arro-
gance may be able to say the right things, but that 
does not mean they see clearly. On the contrary, they 
are like the scribes and Pharisees in Matthew’s Gos-
pel, who “sit on Moses’s seat” and correctly parrot his 
words, but who are nevertheless blind to the One to 
whom they point.
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Donations Received as of February 5 (Week 32)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 10 $265

St. Elizabeth’s 21 $1,320
St. Mary’s 15 $760
St. Theresa’s 53 $2,031

Total 99 $4,376

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $92,446
Goal $86,154
Ahead/Behind Goal + $6,292

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OTHER COLLECTIONS:
Respect Life: $35

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

2/11 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph parishioners

6pm St. Mary parishioners

2/12 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth parishioners

11:30am Les Honaker U



february birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
13: Zach Hash, Madeline French, Nancy Jo Varalli | 16: Nick Ulate | 18: Karl Lewis

ANNIVERSARIES
17: Ralph & Jackie Shawver

Welcome home, Fr. Eric! 

• Rice bowl kits are now available at each church.  75% of your rice bowl money supports Catholic Relief Services’ 
work around the world, and the remaining 25% helps fight hunger in our own community. Rice Bowl donations 
will be collected after Easter. All donations will be forwarded directly to the Diocese of Richmond. 

• Daily Masses will resume on February 14. Daily Masses are Tuesdays and Fridays at St. Theresa’s at 10am. The 
first Friday of each month, we invite everyone for adoration and rosary before Mass.

• Please bring in palms from last year so we can prepare ashes for Ash Wednesday.  
• Mardi Gras celebration will be at St. Theresa’s on February 19.  The church will provide chicken tenders, pizza 

and dessert. Please bring your favorite finger food. There will be games and prizes for the kids and adult door 
prizes.

Blessed are you, Father,  
Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones  
the mysteries of the kingdom.

– Mt. 11:25
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Phone: 276-979-8504
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