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“Today is the fourth 
Sunday of Lent, which 
traditionally goes by 

the designation “Laetare Sunday” 
or “Rejoice Sunday.” It may seem 
weird to hear about the invitation 
to rejoice when the Lenten journey 
is still on-going; in other words, 
we are still in the woods!  However, 
we can understand this invitation 
as it relates to the Entrance Anti-
phon and Readings today.
 In the First Reading (1 
Samuel 16:1b, 6-7,10-13a), we 
learn about the anointing of David 
as king of Israel after God’s rejec-
tion of Saul following his acts of 
disobedience. The Second Reading 
(Eph. 5:8-14) tells us about the 
light of Christ that would dispel 
the darkness in our lives, and the 
Gospel tells us about the events 
surrounding our Lord’s healing of 
the man born blind.
 When one looks closely at the 
Readings, one will discover that 
we do not have the usual Lenten 

themes like fasting, sin, temptation, 
repentance, and reconciliation. 
Instead, we confront joyful events 
like anointing and divine deliver-
ance. Even the Responsorial Psalm 
recalls the 23rd Psalm that assures 
us of God’s shepherding love over 
us his sheep. This Sunday tells us 
about the things God will do for 
us when we have done what He 
had asked us to do.
 Focusing on the Gospel 
Reading today, we learn about a 
man that was born blind. Notice 
that the blind man’s condition 
turned out to be a subject of analy-
sis for the disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Majorly, they asked who was 
responsible for his blindness—the 
man, or his parents. Like the disci-
ples, we often think that every ail-
ment is an effect of some prior evil 
deed. Our Lord clarifies that the 
man’s condition was neither his 
fault nor those of the parents but 
that the works of God might be 
made visible through his impair-
ment. We need to see more than 
with the human eyes to under-
stand how one’s disability can dis-
play the works of God.
 Next, our Lord goes on to 
cure the man, and he does so in a 
very different way. Spiting on the 
ground, he makes a paste with the 
saliva, which he smears on the 
man’s eyes and sends him to wash 
in the Pool of Siloam. We do not 
know how he could have made it 
to the Pool of Siloam from that 
point.  It is, however, possible that 
someone may have offered to take 
him to the pool, and that tells us 

that we need one another in our 
journey from blindness to sight.

Confronting the Real Blindness

 The Neighbors and other 
people who knew the man as a 
blind beggar were shocked to see 
him moving with full physical 
sight. Often God blesses us to 
amaze people around us. The cured 
man’s neighbors could not contain 
his new status as they report his 
healing to the Pharisees because 
it was on a Sabbath day, and the 
Pharisees put him on the spot to 
answer a series questions about his 
healing and who healed him. They 
even invited his parents to testify 
that he was born blind.
 Notice that the desire to verify 
the healing and the personality of 
Jesus Christ prevented the man’s 
neighbors and the Pharisees from 
acknowledging God for bringing 
such a cure to a man born blind. 
Notice also the man’s conviction 
and witnessing to Jesus Christ 
amid the quizzing. He declared 
that Jesus Christ is a prophet 
( John 9:17), a righteous man 
( John 9:30-33), and meeting Jesus 
again after his eviction from the 
temple area he declared his faith 
in Jesus Christ, called him Lord 
and worshipped him ( John 9:38).
An insightful look at the Gospel 
narrative shows that the man who 
was considered blind from birth 
had a profound spiritual sight. In 
contrast, the Pharisees and his 
uncharitable neighbors who had 
physical sight were spiritually 
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blind. The oracle of the Prophet 
Jeremiah denounced such people 
as foolish who have eyes but 
cannot see and ears that do not 
hear ( Jer. 5:21). It takes one with 
a spiritual sight to acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord and to 
worship him. It takes one with 
a spiritual sight to stand firm 
and defend the works of Jesus as 
coming from God.

Moving Forward: “Lord Open 
our Eyes!”

 During the time of the 
prophet Elisha the Arameans 
came to attack him because he 
would always reveal the warfare 
plan of their king to the king of 
Israel. Waking up one morning, 
Elisha’s servant saw a vast number 
of armed soldiers surrounding 
them, and he was overwhelmed. 
But Elisha assured him that those 
with them outnumbered the war-
ring soldiers.
 While still not believing, 
Elisha prayed, “O Lord open his 
eyes that he may see” (2 Kings 
6:17). When his eyes opened, 
he saw fiery chariots and horses. 
When the Arameans advanced, 
Elisha prayed, and they became 
blind and confused to the extent 
that they were led by the hand 
into Samaria and into the hands 
of the king of Israel who fed them 
and sent them back to their king 
as Elisha directed after restoring 
their sight.
 If the only thing we see is 
flesh, then there is a need for us to 
pray for spiritual sight earnestly. 
We need to have our eyes open 
spiritually, especially at this point 
in our human history, when we 

are going through severe health 
turbulence with the Covid-19 
pandemic. There is no doubt that 
God is speaking to humanity 
with the current situation, and 
one would doubt if people are 
seeing what is happening from 
the spiritual point of view.
 We could also recall what 
happened during the reign of 
king Belshazzar in Babylon. He 
was hosting a banquet for a thou-
sand of his nobles, and when he 
became drunk, he ordered the 
vessels his father Nebuchadnez-
zar took from the temple in Jeru-
salem and used them to drink 
wine. Suddenly a human hand 
appeared on the wall and wrote 

“Mene, Tekel, and Peres.” When 
none of his wise men could inter-
pret the writing, his mother sug-
gested Daniel, who had the spiri-
tual sight to see, and he explained 
that writing indicated the end of 
the reign of Belshazzar, and that 
same night he died (Daniel 5:1-
28).
 As we continue the Lenten 
journey, may we focus on the Lord, 
who has the power to deliver us 
from the blindness of our day 
and age caused by our over-de-
pendence on materialism and 
excessive focus on worldly plea-
sure. May we become increasingly 
conscious and intentional about 
having our spiritual eyes open to 
see what God wants us to see so 
that we can live our lives in obe-
dience to Him.
 God bless you and stay safe 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.



What makes home a home?
By John Cuddeback, life-craft.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The words ‘home at last’ are uniquely powerful. 
The desire to be at home is so deeply rooted in us 
that we don’t question it. If we see these words on a 
tombstone we scarcely notice; or we smile and think, 
of course. In the end where else would one want to be?
It is striking that this remains the case—at least I think 
it does—even as home-life has changed and indeed by 
most measures been undermined and sore diminished. 
Recent trends in home-renovation and home-décor 
evidence a growing attraction to the notion of home 
and homeyness. More significantly, growing numbers 
of young couples seek something much richer than the 
common fare in their homes. There seems a deepening 
awareness that we suffer from lack of a central feature 
of human life.
 What is home anyway? Surely it is some kind of 
place. It is some-where that we can be, and of course 
be together. The old saying tells us that home is where 
the heart is. A wise saying for sure, but as all wise 
sayings it must be unpacked. If I set my heart on the 
glamour and glitz of Hollywood, does that really make 
it my home?
 One thing is sure: a real home requires that hearts 
be there. But now we face a crucial issue: why would 
one put one’s heart here? If we say "simply because it’s 
home!" then we might have a vicious circle. It’s home 
because we love it, but we love it because it’s home.
 I think we can say both are true in a sense, when 
we realize that home is where we share a life with 

those we love. These people are worth building a life 
around. We love home because we love this person or 
persons so much that we want to live with them every 
day. And this is home precisely because we love them 
that much.
 Granted, part of the human drama is that even 
home—in the obvious and most natural sense—is 
never big enough to encompass the breadth of human 
life. A father becomes painfully aware of this when he 
walks his daughter down the aisle. Any home we make, 
even if a true home, is a limited and passing reality.
 Yet limited though it be it has an almost limit-
less power. Why? It cultivates and draws out that pri-
mordial desire in our hearts, even while it cannot be 
its ultimate fulfillment. In a real home, we learn that 
life actually can be that good. We discover and indeed 
taste something that solidifies who we are and gives 
compass to life itself.
 And this begins most definitively when a man and 
a woman commit to one another, and so choose their 
shared life. Centered in their home. Home will not be 
their only focus. But to the extent that both give it the 
priority it demands, to that extent it will be a home. 
For them, for any children, and perhaps for many oth-
ers.
 Here is an inestimable gift, one that according to 
our station in life we can always begin again to receive, 
and to offer to others. 



Laetare Sunday 
By Michael R. Heinlein, simplycatholic.com

 It’s optional, but I’ve always liked it—when the 
Church’s sacred ministers wear “pink” on Laetare Sun-
day—Roman Catholicism’s Fourth Sunday of Lent.
 The day’s theme comes from the entrance anti-
phon reflecting on Isaiah 66:10-11: “Rejoice, Jeru-
salem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were 
in mourning; exalt and be satisfied at her consoling 
breast.”
 Laetare is the first word—meaning “rejoice”—in 
the Latin text. On Laetare Sunday (as similarly with 
the Third Sunday of Advent’s Gaudete Sunday) the 
Church expresses hope and joy in the midst of our 
Lenten fasts and penances. Call it pink—or, more fit-
tingly, rose—this change in color indicates a glimpse 
of the joy that awaits us at Easter, just before we enter 
into the somber days of Passiontide.
 The joy of Easter being around the corner is 
symbolized in a few other interesting liturgical pos-
sibilities. During Lent, the General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal forbids flowers adorning the altar. But 
on Laetare Sunday (as well as solemnities and feasts 
within the season), there’s a temporary halt to these 
penitential observations! I remember well decking out 
the altar with pink roses on that day when I was once 
a parish liturgy director.
 At one time, marriages were generally forbidden 
during Lent, but Laetare Sunday was often associated 
as a day when marriages could be celebrated during 
the penitential season. While marriages are now only 
forbidden on Good Friday and Holy Saturday, Lae-
tare Sunday is still a fitting day for those wishing to be 
married before Eastertide.
 Laetare Sunday is the Church’s way of giving us 
a “shot in the arm” as we approach the darkness and 

horror of the days through Good Friday and Holy Sat-
urday. It’s an opportunity to savor and keep in the back 
of our minds what awaits us on Easter Sunday—the 
reality that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead, and 
that our hearts will always be filled with joy!
 Being aware of traditions and customs assists us 
in celebrating the beauty of our faith. As you can see, 
there is much associated with even a nondescript day 
like the Fourth Sunday of Lent, not to mention the 
rest of the season, or the 50 days of Easter and beyond. 
Take advantage of the richness of our Catholic tradi-
tions.

Is Frequent Confession Necessary?
 Church law requires us to confess serious sins 
at least once a year. Many Catholics find this dif-
ficult, so we should investigate the reasons for this 
precept. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
observes that “setting things right” with God es-
tablishes the foundation on which we properly 
build or rebuild relations with one another (see 
Nos. 1455-1458). Admitting guilt is a way of 
looking at ourselves the way God does. This is not 
an invitation to self-punishment, but is a way of 
recognizing God’s mercy to us, and of encourag-
ing us to show the same mercy to others.
 Such reconciliation insures our readiness for 
the Eucharist (see Catechism, No. 2042) and also 
equips us to proclaim the Gospel. “In order that 
the message of salvation can show the power of its 
truth and radiance before men, it must be authen-
ticated by the witness of the life of Christians” 
(No. 2044).
 Why hesitate to avail ourselves of sacramen-
tal confession? Fear? If so, we might approach the 
priest outside the confessional and explain our 
reluctance. He will surely be compassionate. We 
must remember the loving Christ who longs to 
welcome us. St. Augustine wrote: “Whoever con-
fesses … sins … is already working with God.… 
Destroy what you have made, so that God may 
save what he has made.”
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Donations Received as of March 12 (Week 37)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 20 $450

St. Elizabeth’s (weather) $450
St. Mary’s 17 $670
St. Theresa’s 75 $1,856

Total 112 $3,426

Outside Donations $1,759
Year to Date Received $108,126
Goal $99,615
Ahead/Behind Goal + $8,511

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!!
St. Francis, Staunton, VA: $976 
St. Michael, Glen Allen, VA: $633 
Hampton, VA donor: $150
ST. MARY'S BACKPACK PROGRAM: 
Pounding Mill, VA donor: $100 
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $40
BUILDING FUND: St. Joseph $35 | St. Mary $125 
St. Theresa $100
Thank you for your continued generous support of 
the Annual Diocesan Appeal! So far, we have raised 
$6,135 of our $7,790 goal.

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

3/18 SATURDAY
4pm Kristen Addair

6pm The Palzer family

3/19 SUNDAY

9am Charles R. Lavendar,  Jr. U

11:30am Gerri Hankins



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

21: Amy Presley, Whitney White | 23: Johnny & Francine Horn (anniversary)

• Rice bowl kits are still available at each church.  75% of your rice bowl money supports Catholic Relief Services’ 
work around the world, and the remaining 25% helps fight hunger in our own community. Rice Bowl donations 
will be collected after Easter. All donations will be forwarded directly to the Diocese of Richmond. 

• Soup & Stations each Friday in Lent: Throughout Lent, in addition to 10am Mass, we will have 6pm soup 
followed by Stations of the Cross and Adoration. This is a great opportunity to build our community in faith!

I am the light of the world, says the LORD;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.

– Jn 8:12

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE , APRIL 2 – 9
Thursday 7pm Tazewell
Friday  3pm Pocahontas  
  6pm Tazewell
Saturday  4pm Grundy  
  6pm Richlands
Sunday  9am Pocahontas  
  11:30am Tazewell

Congratulations to Rachel and Tyler McGlothlin 
on the baptism of their beautiful daughter, 
Harper!
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