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Through the Parable of 
the Unforgiving Servant, 
Jesus tells Peter and all of 

us how God’s love, mercy and for-
giveness work. God always looks 
at us in endless love, mercy and 
forgiveness. He is moved with pity 
and quickly forgives our offenses 
when we ask that of him. He is 
always willing and ready to for-
give; and God forgives without 
limit, without condition and with-
out any hesitation. This explains 
the number seven. For the Hebrew 
people, seven is a perfect number. 
Seven signifies fullness and com-
pleteness. When Peter suggested 
to forgive a sinner seven times, 
he was thinking he was fulfilling 
more than the Law required when 
it comes to forgiveness. But Jesus 
answered him, “I say to you, not 
seven times but seventy-seven 
times.” Jesus is telling Peter to for-
give to the utmost of his capacity 
to forgive. 

 We must forgive without 
limit because God’s forgiveness 
is without limit, without mea-
sure and without end. God never 
refuses us His forgiveness, so why 
should we limit our forgiveness? 
God has not set conditions on 
forgiving us so why should we set 
conditions before we can forgive? 
Why should we withhold our for-
giveness? Why should we not 
forgive? We must forgive because 
God is ready to forgive us, not only 
once but ‘seventy-seven times’. Let 
us remember then that we will be 
forgiven when we forgive those 
who wronged us also. Anyone who 
refuses to forgive may not expe-
rience the joy and peace of God’s 
forgiveness.

Fr. Renier Supranes

Gospel Reflection: Matthew 18: 21–35

Peter approached Jesus and 
asked him, "Lord, if my 
brother sins against me, how 
often must I forgive? As 
many as seven times?" 
Jesus answered, "I say to you, 
not seven times but seven-
ty-seven times. 
That is why the kingdom of 
heaven may be likened to a 
king who decided to settle 
accounts with his servants. 
When he began the account-
ing, a debtor was brought 
before him who owed him a 
huge amount. Since he had 
no way of paying it back, his 
master ordered him to be 
sold, along with his wife, his 
children, and all his property, 
in payment of the debt. 

At that, the servant fell down, 
did him homage, and said, 
'Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back in full.'
Moved with compassion the 
master of that servant let him 
go and forgave him the loan. 
When that servant had left, 
he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a 
much smaller amount. 
He seized him and started to 
choke him, demanding, 'Pay 
back what you owe.' 
Falling to his knees, his fel-
low servant begged him, 'Be 
patient with me, and I will 
pay you back.'
But he refused. Instead, he 
had the fellow servant put in 
prison until he paid back the 
debt. 
Now when his fellow servants 
saw what had happened, 
they were deeply disturbed, 
and went to their master and 
reported the whole affair.  His 
master summoned him and 
said to him, 'You wicked ser-
vant! I forgave you your entire 
debt because you begged me 
to. Should you not have had 
pity on your fellow servant, 
as I had pity on you?' Then in 
anger his master handed him 
over to the torturers until he 
should pay back the whole 
debt. So will my heavenly 
Father do to you, unless each 
of you forgives your brother 
from your heart."



PRIEST ADMINISTRATOR
Fr. Renier Supranes 
rsupranes@richmonddiocese.org 
(276) 385-7312

OFFICE MANAGER/  
BOOKKEEPER 

Lydia St. Peter

OFFICE HOURS
Mon–Fri 9:30am – 2:30pm

Please call the parish office 
to make arrangements for 
the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Annointing of the Sick or 
Holy Matrimony as well as 
funerals. Reconciliation is 
available from 30 minutes 
before a scheduled Mass.

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY 
4pm – St. Joseph’s 
6pm – St. Mary’s
SUNDAY 
9am – St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30am – St. Theresa’s
TUESDAY & FRIDAY
10am – St. Theresa’s

Cover image:
Domenico Fetti, Parable of the 
Wicked Servant, 1620

What is Gluttony?
By Father Francis Hoffman, simplycatholic.com

 How does gluttony work? You just get bigger and bigger and big-
ger! Gluttony is the vice that leads us to eat and drink more than we 
need and more than we ought. It is a very easy vice to fall into if we are 
not mortified and become accustomed to satisfying our cravings.
 The sense of taste is just one sense that needs to be mortified. If 
we give our body all that it wants, it takes over and suffocates our soul, 
easily leading toward that downward path of sin and degradation. In-
stead of living as children of God, we wind up living like animals.
 Pleasure is not wrong. But always in moderation. Remember 
what St. Paul wrote to the Romans: “Let us then throw off the works 
of darkness [and] put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves 
properly as in the day, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscu-
ity and licentiousness, not in rivalry and jealousy” (13:12-13).
 Yes, you can sin — more or less deliberately — if you eat too much 
during the holidays. But you can also sin against charity if you do not 
eat your mother-in-law’s pumpkin pie on Thanksgiving. Rather, pace 
yourself, and then express your appreciation for the hard work and care 
that others have spent to make life pleasant for you at Christmastime.
 I think the only time gluttony becomes a mortal sin is if you eat so 
much you become ill, or if you wear down your health over time, or you 
drink so much that you cannot find your way back home. St. Thomas 
Aquinas points out in the Summa Theologica that “drunkenness by it’s 
nature is a mortal sin” (Q. 150, Article 2), but the sin admits for parvity 
of matter, which means if you are a little tipsy, that is not a mortal sin, 
but if you cannot stand up and are out of control, then that’s a mortal 
sin.
 But pay attention here! If you are only concerned about avoiding 
mortal sin, you are skating on thin ice! We need to avoid even delib-
erate venial sin, because venial sin easily accepted inevitably leads to 
mortal sin. So we have to keep the battle far from the walls of the main 
fortress.



REGISTER 
TO VOTE! 

This fall, voters will elect Virginia 
General Assembly candidates —
and in some areas — “down-
ballot” offices. The deadline to 
register is Monday, Oct. 16. 

 

 

 Who is eligible to register? 
 Must be a U.S. citizen. 
 Must be a resident of Virginia. 
 Must be 18 on or before the 

next election (e.g., 17-year- 
olds born on or before Nov. 7, 
2005 can register today). 

 Not be registered and plan to 
vote in another state. 

 
 

 
 
        

 
 
 
FOR MORE ELECTION RESOURCES FROM THE 

VIRGINIA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE VISIT: 
vacatholic.org/Election2023 

How to register:  
You can register online, by mail, 
or at your local registrar’s office, 
among other locations. Visit 
vote.elections.virginia.gov or 
scan the QR code to:  

  Register to vote online. 
  Check registration status. 
  Find your polling place. 
• Apply to vote absentee by mail. 
 

EARLY VOTING BEGINS SEPT. 22. REGISTRATION ENDS OCT. 16.  ELECTION DAY IS NOV. 7. 





Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
Sue Bailey 
Christian Lambert 
Shane Neal  
Pete Belcher 
Lucas Boyd 
Ralph Heldreth 
Chris Jessie 
Leo Brown
Carolina Ferrare
Junior Aiken
Jeanne Hash 
Lara Marshall
Carol & Jim Shumate
Andrew Satmary
Donna Petro
Christian Marshall
Tina Rocchetti
Alice Godin
Bryan Gunter
Michael Beavers
Natalie Dodge 
Roger Empson
Dreama Ritter
Chris Lambert
Mary Muncy

Cindy Lambert
Helen Petro
Clinard Coleman 
Joan Harrison
Joe & Yvonne Blevins 
Kyle Brown 
Sarah Walters
Amelia Proffit
Maurice Law
Zac Carter
Dennis  & Frances Savage
Nancy Jo Testerman
Josh Cornwell
John Shumate
Doug Vance
Russ Hatfield
Connie Pace
Jody Hamilton
Jeanne Ameli
Annette Pike
Everett Neese
Sharon Mullady
Veronica Ross
Skip Reynolds
Danny McNamara
Louie Negroni
Mary Gobble
Karen Hart
The Dalton family
Allen & Melody James
Betty Tabor
Joseph Romeo
Denise Campbell

Donations Received as of September 10 (Week 11)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 10 $252

St. Elizabeth’s 22 $1,035
St. Mary’s 13 $650
St. Theresa’s 42 $2,239

Total 87 $4,176

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $35,231
Goal $31,097
Ahead/Behind Goal + $4,134

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Zach Hash

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

BUILDING FUND
St. Joseph's: $75 | St. Elizabeth's: $500 
St. Mary's: $125 | St. Theresa's: $306
ST. MARY'S BACKPACK MINISTRY
Anonymous donor: $5,000! 
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $82

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

9/16 SATURDAY
4pm RAM participants by Doug Vance

6pm

9/17 SUNDAY

9am

11:30am



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

SEPTEMBER 19: Jeffrey Parkhurst | 20: Janet McDonagh | 22: Jody Comer

“I give you a new commandment, says the Lord;
love one another as I have loved you.”

–Jn 13:34

Welcome, Fr. Renier!

WALKING WITH PURPOSE: Fall 2023 Sessions
Calling all women interested in a Catholic Bible Study! Walking with Purpose is a unique way for women to 
gather and study sacred scriptures through the heart of our Catholic Faith.
Join the ladies of St. Michael's in Glen Allen in Touching the Divine, a 22-lesson study focused on the many 
qualities of Jesus revealed through the Gospel of John. This study draws us into a deeper, loving relationship with 
Jesus as we reflect on his life and personality. Meets virtually on Thursdays, 7–8:30pm starting September 28. 
Cost is $45 (includes book).  
Register at: https://www.wesharegiving.org/App/Form/ff21351b-3319-44bc-88cc-18c3403f8a80

LEARN TO LEAD CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Special Collection Weekend: September 30 – October 1 

Bishop Knestout invites your participation in the Learn to Lead Capital Campaign 
that will strengthen the extraordinary ministry of our Catholic schools. Our Catholic 
Schools shape the lives of more than 7,000 young people – helping them realize their 
greater purpose – succeeding and serving God, their families, churches, and communi-
ties. If you have been blessed by a Catholic education or believe in the importance of 
its mission, please make a generous gift. To learn more about this campaign or to make 
a secure online gift now, please visit learntoleadcampaign.org or scan the QR code. 
Thank you!



Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com

As a community, we strive to support survivors of 
child sexual abuse on their journey toward healing 
and wholeness. For those who have suffered abuse by 
clergy residing in the Catholic Diocese of Richmond, 
we invite you to join virtually on September 21 at 
7pm. Spouses and affected community members are 
also welcome. 
These gatherings, led by an independent facilitator, 
will offer a safe environment for participants to con-
nect, share experiences, support, and heal. 
For more information or the virtual meeting link, 
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 
(877) 887-9603 or email dana@atreeplanted.org

Harm happened  
in isolation
Healing can  

happen together


