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John 11:43 

TO KNOW AND LOVE CHRIST, AND MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN 
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Join us for our last Stations  
of the Cross of this  

Lenten season.  
Friday, March 22 
6:00 pm in English 
7:00 pm in Spanish 

Join us for supper in the gym 
at 6:30. 

ORGANIZATIONS 
   Cursillo Saturday Group, Bob Conlon           925-968-1929 
   Eucharistic Adoration, Ana Lau               925-891-8908 
   Filipino-American Ministry, Elena Gaoiran         925-525-7089 
   Finance Council, Brian Mulligan               925-360-0114  
   Hispanic Ministry, Angeles Ron               925- 856-8780 
   Hospital Ministry, Angeles Ron               925- 856-8780 
   Knights of Columbus, John Cuddihy, Grand Knight   925-286-4515 
   Men of St. Joseph, Mike Gallagher              925-464-8118 
   Rosary Makers, Ana Lau                    925-891-8908 
   St. Vincent de Paul, Barb Erickson              925-360-1679 
   Walking with Purpose, Mary Kerfs             925-708-6989 

TO KNOW AND LOVE CHRIST, AND MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN 

2051 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

  

Staff and Administration 
  

Parish Office                  925-891-8900  
Fr. William Rosario,  Pastor      925-891-8909 william@stmary-wc.org  
Fr. Bich Nguyen, Parochial Vicar   925-891-8900 bnguyen@stmary-wc.org 
Ana Lau, Office Manager       925-891-8908, alau@stmary-wc.org 
Aileen Baker, Bookkeeper      925-891-8911, abaker@stmary-wc.org 
Pawel Walerowski, Music Director  925-891-8942, pawel@stmary-wc.org                  

 

                               Faith Formation 
  

Administration              925-891-8939 
Margaret Riley, K-Grade 5      925-891-8920, mriley@stmary-wc.org 
Tim Mannix , RCIA & Liturgy Coord. 925-891-8921, tmannix@stmary-wc.org  
  
 

School 
  

Office                   925-935-5054, stmary@st-mary.net 
Mary Caren Heffner, Principal    925-935-5054 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

Monday through Friday  
6:30 am & 12:05 pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30 am 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:30 pm 

 

Sundays 
7:00 am  *  9:00 am 

11:00 am   
1:00 pm (Spanish) 

 

 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturdays 3:00-4:00 pm 

In the church 
 
 

DEVOTIONS 
(All take place in the chapel) 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Mon-Fri 7 am - 8 pm 

Saturdays 9 am to 4 pm 
Sundays 7 am - 8 pm 

 

Hispanic Holy Hour 
Saturdays 9 to 10 am 

 

First Saturday Devotion 
First Sat. of each month 

9 to 10 am 
 

Catholic Man Night 
First Wed., 7 pm 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
2051 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 

Walnut Creek,  
CA 94596 

www.stmary-wc.org 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:30 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 

Join us for our 
last Lenten supper  

this year! 
 

This Friday at 6:30 
pm in the gym, af-
ter the Stations of 
the Cross in English 

(6 pm) and before the Stations in 
Spanish (7 pm).          

 

Menu for March 22: 
Baked Salmon, Rice Pilaf,  

Garlic Bread, Salad, Cookies 
 

Tickets available in the parish of-
fice, school office, or at the door. 
Adults: $14, Child (under 13): $8 
Family (2 adults, 2 children): $40 
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Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

We began the Season of 
Lent with God  inviting us 
to come  back to him with 
all our heart. This return-
ing to the Lord with all 
our heart is facilitated 
and affirmed by the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, once known 
as Confession, is a reminder to us that our 
God is a God of the second chance who, 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, sets 
us free from our sins and from the burden of 
guilt that comes along with our sin. 
 

In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, God gives 
us a fresh start - a new beginning. God knows 
that we are weak and vulnerable, and he dis-
penses his forgiving mercy as we need it. “To 
each one according to her/his need” seems to 
be God’s way. 
 

Isaiah 43 reads: “You have burdened me with 
your sins; you have wearied me with your iniq-
uities.  I, I am he who blots out your transgres-
sions for my own sake, and I will not remember 
your sins.” (Is 43:24b- 25). The sun only shines 
and God only loves and forgives! 
 
Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, God 
brings us back unto himself. Our sins separate 
and damage our relationship with the Lord 
and our communion with one another, and it is 
through this most powerful sacrament that this 
relationship is repaired and strengthened. 
 

Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation we 
can walk more closely with the Lord once 
again, without the burden of our sins weighing 
us down and distancing our relationship with 
God. 
 

It is our hope that you will come as individuals, 
couples and families to avail yourselves of the 
opportunity to be reconciled to the Lord, to 
one another and yourselves. There will be at 
least 10 priests from our neighborhood with us 
to administer the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
on Wednesday, March 20, at 7pm. 
 

Come, let us return to the Lord with all our 
hearts! 
 

With prayerful wishes and blessings, 
 

Fr. William Rosario 

TO KNOW AND LOVE CHRIST, AND MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN 

Lenten Communal  
Reconciliation Service 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 7:00PM 

Several priests will be available for in-
dividual confessions, also in Spanish 

MARCH 17 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

DATE TIME INTENTION 

03/16 4:30 pm Ted Todd 

03/17 7:00 am Jacob Peters (L) 

 9:00 am Racheal Dean (L) 

 11:00 am John D’Addabbo (L) 

 1:00 pm The People of St. Mary 

03/18 6:30 am Olive Joy (L) B’D’ 

 12:05 pm Jon Armstrong 

03/19 6:30 am Nicholas Guerrero (L) 

 12:05 pm Cora & Tom Tan (L) 

03/20 6:30 am Teresa McHugh 

 12:05 pm Greg Lau (L) 

03/21 6:30 am Pam Kavanagh & Marie O’Neill 

 12:05 pm Farid Socias (L) B’D’ 

03/22 6:30 am Elyna Ong (L) B’D’ 

 12:05 pm John Joseph Smith 

03/23 8:30 am Christopher Lau (L) 

Monday:    Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or   
         13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/ 
         Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday:    2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-
         5, 27 and 29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/ 
         Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53,  
         54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday:   Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
         Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:     Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6,  
         7/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday:   Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd,  
         13/Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday:    Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/
         Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 (2a)/ 
         Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1-15:47 or 15:1-39 

TO KNOW AND LOVE CHRIST, AND MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Are you asleep? 
 

Today Jesus is called to the grave of a dear friend 
who had recently died. Martha cries out that if Jesus 
were closer, her brother Lazarus would not have died. 
 
Remember from the First Sunday in Lent that death 
and sin are connected and that life is seen as living a 
faith-filled life? That is what is happening in this Gos-
pel. Living as a disciple of Christ can give us the abil-
ity for a life everlasting in the presence of God. 
 
What in our lives needs to be uncovered, as Lazarus 
is unwrapped of his burial clothes and retuned to live 
with his loved ones? 
 
As we move closer to Easter Sunday, let us ask God 
to unwrap or unbind that which needs to be healed so 
that we may live a life that is pleasing to God. 

PLEASE USE  
THIS QR CODE  

FOR THE  
CONVENIENCE OF  

DONATING ONLINE.  Join us in the parish hall after 
the 9:00, 11:00 and 1:00 mass 
for treats, fellowship and 
friendship. 

God in heaven, 

Hear me as I call to you! Pour new life 
into me! Renew my heart in Your word! 
Help me to know You! Help me to glorify 
You, worship You, and trust You. Amen. 

©LPi 
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  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Of all Jesus’ miracles, the 
most unsettling might be 
when he made a dead 
person alive. We know 
of three times when he 
did so: a girl, a young 
man, and Lazarus. The 
miracle teaches us he has 
the power of life and 
death. He anticipates his 

resurrection. Sin hurts us. Some sin kills us, spiritually. 
The three miracles reveal to us that no matter our cir-
cumstances, Jesus can give life to us. 
 

The three miracles are instructive of the three ways 
we feel dead. The little dead girl symbolizes sin be-
fore it has time to mature. She’s in bed and, once 
alive, gets right back to her life. The young man is 
lying in his casket in a funeral procession. This is sin 
allowed to fester, to grow and become somewhat 
normalized. Once raised, he has a short walk back 
home. Lazarus, a full-grown dead man, lies wrapped 
in burial bands in the tomb. Once he is raised, much 
needs to be done. He’ll need to remove those bands, 
find new clothes, and travel all the way back home. 
That is sin allowed to go all the way, unchecked for 
months or years. It’s the most spectacular of the three 
and reveals Jesus’ glory more than the others. 
 

What hope that should give us, for us and those 
whom we love! Jesus knows our sin hurts us and can 
even kill us spiritually. No matter the extent of the 
damage, he is always ready for the miracle of mak-
ing the dead fully alive.   
 

— Father John Muir.  ©LPi 

TO KNOW AND LOVE CHRIST, AND MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN 
 
During the Lenten season, we observe certain practic-
es of sacrifice and self-denial as an offering to God 
and as good spiritual training for this race we are 
engaged in called life. These things are good for us, 
but they should not remain only in Lent. In fact, we 
should always be about working towards a complete 
surrender of ourselves to the will of God.  
 
Jesus taught that unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it cannot bear fruit. It will remain the 
same always and will not lead to any type of growth. 
We are the grains of wheat that need to die to our-
selves in order to be born again. However, many of 
us are the same today as last Lent and the many Lents 
before that. We have not moved forward to a more 
mature faith that makes it possible for us to be trans-
formed. 
 
Surrender is not easy. But we need to see our ob-
servance of Lent as a way to move forward. No ath-
lete lifts the same weight forever. No dieter finds sat-
isfaction in losing the same five pounds year after 
year. We must work to always be moving toward 
holiness. This is the commitment of an everyday stew-
ard. We are called to pray harder today than yes-
terday. We are called to give more today than yes-
terday. We are called to love more today than yes-
terday. Standing still is not an option. Our God is 
calling us to grow in our discipleship and stewardship 
for the benefit of our souls and the health of the Body 
of Christ. May this Lent be a time of moving forward 
and may we all draw ever closer to our God who 
calls us to leave it all behind and follow Him. 
 
--Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS. ©LPi 

The Solemnity of St. Joseph 
 

On March 19, we celebrate the holiness in the midst of unpredictable fatherhood. We 
first meet Joseph when he discovers his betrothed is pregnant...and not by him! St. Joseph 
does not know who the father is (yet), but he knows the punishment for adultery is death. 
He decides to divorce Mary quietly, and thus save her life. When an angel appears to 
reveal that Mary is pregnant by the Holy Spirit, St. Joseph trusts his dream and marries 
her. As a new foster father, Joseph must help his wife give birth in a stable. Later, he 
needs to escape the threats to his son's life by immigrating with his family to a foreign 
land.  
We know that St. Joseph is faithful, brave, and willing to sacrifice for those he loves. On               

                              the solemnity of St. Joseph, we don't merely celebrate a carpenter. We celebrate a hero! 
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HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR … 

TO KNOW AND LOVE CHRIST, AND MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN 

Billy Silva    
Ed Regan      
Pat O’Rourke 
David Holmes  
Camille Giglio  
Marina Rodriguez 
Carol Lorenzana 
Jamie Crowley  

Darlene Fisher   
Eric Wilberg 
Sophia Gibson 
Richard Olmstead 
Melanie Ezekiel 
Jeremy Kemper 
Greg Tomlin      
Richard Lau   

Teresa Garcia 
Henry Escano  
Timothy Beel  
Angelina Carcueva 
Eddie Brady 
Vic Muzio 
John Erickson 
Anne Kavanagh 

Esther Gamberutti 
Lois Belmessieri 
Mary Walsh 
Arthur Gaoiran, Sr. 
Jennifer Mary Field 
Brianna Tappe 
Kerri Moore 
John Olson 

Jennifer Zotti 
Philomena Tao 
Evelina Martins 
Wilfredo Laredo 
Becky Klemm 
Brad Klemm 
Gail Cafe 

   
        MARCH 24                      PALM SUNDAY 
 
             Masses at 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 AM 
                                    1:00 PM in Spanish 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE 

              

        MARCH 28                       HOLY THURSDAY 
 
             No morning or noon Masses 
             7:00 PM:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
             Adoration in the Gym until 10:00 PM 

        MARCH 29                        GOOD FRIDAY 
 

             No morning or noon Masses 
             12:00 PM:  Liturgy of the Passion 
             2:00 PM:   Stations of the Cross 
             7:00 PM:   Liturgy of the Passion in Spanish 

             MARCH 30                         HOLY SATURDAY 
 
             No morning or afternoon Masses 
             No confessions 
             8:00 PM:   THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL 

         

        MARCH 31                         EASTER SUNDAY 
 
             Masses at 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 AM 
                                 1:00 PM in Spanish 
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HOPE WALK & COMMUNITY FAIR 
SATURDAY, MAY 18, 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

HEATHER FARM PARK, WALNUT CREEK 
 

Registration: $35 
 

Option to participate virtually and walk wherever 
you are from May 12-18 

#WhyIHopeWalk 
 

All proceeds benefit our free programs for cancer 
patients and their loved ones. 

 
PET GRAND MARSHAL CONTEST 

Enter your pet to be the Hope Walk Pet  
Grand Marshal! 

 
For more information, visit hopewalkbayarea.net or 

contact Susan Moon, Director of Events: 
smoon@cancersupport.net or 925-953-2145. 

 

TO KNOW AND LOVE CHRIST, AND MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN 

                                INVITATION FROM                 
                             ST. JOHN VIANNEY  
                   PARISH 
 
                         SENIOR SOCIAL   
                Top o’ the mornin’ to ya!  It’s            
           time to don your finest green at-
tire and join us for our grand Irish Shindig-
themed Senior Social! Please join us on 
Thursday, March 21,  from 11:30 to 1:30. 
Bring a friend or make a new one and en-
joy lunch with a fun- loving group.  Reser-
vations are highly encouraged by Tues-
day, March 19, 2024. Please contact the 
St. John Vianney Parish Office at 925-
939-7911 x0 or staff@sjvianney.org  

As we head into the final week of this 
Lent's 40 Days for Life vigil, we know 
of 130 babies spared from abor-
tion thanks to YOUR prayers!  
In all their many years praying for an 
end to abortion, Mary Jo and Brenda 
had never seen a woman change her 
mind and choose life in response to 
their efforts...until now!  All those years, 

they trusted God was saving lives even though they 
had never experienced a save, but God rewarded 
their faith— A baby was saved during the time they 
were out praying! 
A tearful man dressed in military fatigues told Mary 
Jo and Brenda, "We just couldn't do it!" The vigil par-
ticipants offered to pray for the couple and their ba-
by and shared resources to help them welcome their 
baby. That child's father vowed that the family would 
find a way to work things out. 
All praise be to God! Please keep coming to pray at 
the sidewalk! Our prayers do make a difference! 
There’s one more week left for you to allow God to 
use YOU to save a family from abortion: 
To sign up for an hour of prayer, please go to: 
www.40daysforlife.com/walnutcreek OR, email 
friendsforlifetrivalley@gmail.com OR, text/call:  
(925 322-0544). 
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Dios del cielo, 
¡Escucha mi clamor! ¡Vierte nueva vida en mí!  

¡Renueva mi corazón en Tu palabra! ¡Ayúdame a 
conocerte! Ayúdame a glorificarte, a adorarte y  

a confiar en ti. Amén.     ©LPi 

Quinto Domingo de Cuaresma 
 

“El que está vivo y cree en mí, dice el Señor, no mo-
rirá para siempre” (Juan 11,26). Este es el séptimo y 
último milagro de Jesús en el Evangelio de Juan. Co-
mo pasó con la samaritana, el diálogo se ve truncado 
a cada momento porque Jesús retoma las palabras 
dándoles un significado diferente (Comentario Biblia 
Latinoamérica edición revisada 2005). Martha y Ma-
ría, amigas de Jesús, estaban muy tristes por la muer-
te de su hermano Lázaro. Ellas pensaban que si Jesús 
hubiese estado presente, Lázaro no habría muerto. 
Sin embargo, Lázaro murió para que el Hijo de Dios 
fuera glorificado. ¿Crees esto? ¿Qué piensas exac-
tamente de la resurrección? 
  La respuesta de Jesús sobre la vida y la muerte va 
más allá y afirma: “Yo soy la resurrección y la vida. 
El que cree en mí, aunque muera, vivirá. El que vive, 
el que cree en mí, no morirá para siempre” (Juan 
11,25). ¿Qué más claridad se puede tener? La convic-
ción de la vida eterna es cuestión de fe, no de con-
vencimientos. Ahora, ya se acerca la pasión del Se-
ñor, que lo llevará a la muerte en la cruz, y se prepa-
ra para su gloriosa resurrección. Terminaremos la 
Cuaresma con la esperanza de que todas las ac-
ciones buenas durante ese tiempo hayan sido realiza-
das con amor hacia cada miembro de la familia y 
comunidad. Que no sea una Cuaresma más, sino que 
se salga fuera de las tumbas del egoísmo y se luche 
incansablemente por una sociedad mejor. 
 

©LPi 

TO KNOW AND LOVE CHRIST, AND MAKE HIM BETTER KNOWN 

San Alfonso Ligorio 
San Alfonso Ligorio (1696-1787) 
nació en Marianella, cerca de 
Nápoles, en Italia. Siendo muy 
joven mostró una inteligencia y 
piedad excepcionales, obteniendo 
un doctorado en derecho civil 
y canónico a los 16 años. Sin em-
bargo, sintiéndose llamado a de-

dicar su vida a Dios y al servicio del prójimo, aban-
donó su carrera de abogado y buscó su ordenación 
sacerdotal. En 1726, a los 30 años, fue ordenado 
sacerdote. 
  A través de su ministerio sacerdotal, Alfonso se 
concentró en misiones de predicación y retiros, 
buscando la forma de renovar la fe de los fieles y 
acercarlos a la Eucaristía. Predicaba frecuentemente 
sobre la verdadera presencia de Jesús en el Santísi-
mo Sacramento y alentaba a los fieles a que reci-
bieran con frecuencia la Santa Comunión como fuente 
de alimento espiritual y de gracia. 
  En 1732, Alfonso fundó la Orden de los Redento-
ristas, una congregación religiosa dedicada a 
promover la devoción a la Eucaristía y a la Santísima 
Virgen María. El carisma de los redentoristas se en-
focaba también en llegar a los más abandonados, 
incluyendo a los pobres y marginalizados, y a ofre-
cerles esperanza a través del amor y la misericordia 
de Dios. 
  Fue un escritor prolífico, autor de numerosas obras 
sobre teología moral, espiritualidad y devoción a la 
Eucaristía. Su obra más famosa “Las Glorias de Ma-
ría” sigue siendo un clásico en la teología y devoción 
mariana. Se le recuerda por su consejo práctico y 
misericordioso, buscando siempre conducir a las almas 
a la reconciliación y a la unión con Dios. 
  San Alfonso fue canonizado en 1839 y fue 
declarado Doctor de la Iglesia en 1871. Sus escritos 
espirituales, sobre todo acerca de la Eucaristía, con-
tinúan inspirando y guiando a los fieles en todo el 
mundo. Como santo patrono de los teólogos morales, 
su ejemplo recuerda a los creyentes el amor profundo 
y la presencia de Cristo en la Eucaristía y la miseri-
cordia perdurable de Dios. ¡San Alfonso, ruega por 
nosotros!  © LPi 


