
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Dear Parishioners of All Saints Parish, 

DIOCESE OF SCRANTON 
300 WYOMING AVENUE 

SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503-1279 

March 13, 2022 

 

In 2019, well before any of us knew about the approaching COVID-19 pandemic, the Diocese of Scranton 
began a long-range pastoral planning process with clergy and parish leaders. The Vision 2030 Blueprint Process that 
we began aims to look proactively at the realities of our local church in the present moment, while striving to meet 
the opportunities and challenges of the coming decade. The goal is to create vibrant parish communities rooted in the 
life of Jesus Christ. 

 
As we strive to be a 11mission-driven11 church, we must all work together in a way that we best live out our 

baptismal calling in both a world - and local environment - that continues to change. Our Church faces significant 
challenges, among which are a fewer number of parishioners, financial sustainability questions, facility infrastructure 
needs and a diminishing number of ordained priests. 

 
In recognition of all our Church faces, and after consultation with your Pastor and Parish Pastoral and Finance 

Council members, I have directed that the parishes of All Saints, Plymouth, and Saint John the Baptist, Larksville, be 
brought together in a linkage, with a single Pastor. This linkage will be effective beginning in August 2022. 

 
Parishes involved in a linkage, by necessity, cooperate more closely than other parishes and do many things 

cooperatively, such as programs, and are encouraged to work toward combining Pastoral Council meetings and 
establishing common committees where possible. 

 
Your Pastoral and Finance Council members have acknowledged the development of this new linkage will 

take careful planning and both parishes will participate in the discussions about the particulars of linking under one 
pastor. This is not a consolidation, although your discussion may lead to that at some point in the future. With the 
Grace of God, all involved in this linkage will continue to serve and minister to our Lord and His Holy People. 

 
Please know this decision is just the very first step in a process that will require the involvement and 

engagement of all of you, our faithful parishioners. There will be many questions to be examined and choices that 
will need to be made when this linkage occurs in August. A team with members from both parishes, assisted by 
Diocesan staff, will be created to accompany and guide the transition process. Professionals in pastoral formation, 
financial planning and engineering are also ready to contribute to the development of this new linkage in any way 
that is necessary. 

 
While I know change is never easy, be assured of my deep gratitude for all that you and your families have 

shared, and continue to share, in furthering the mission of the Church. As you know, our mission is to take Christ 
into the world. I am confident that by working together we can "Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to 
every creature11 (Mark 16:15). 

 
Be assured that you are in my prayers as this process towards a new hope-filled future begins. 

 
Faithfully yours in Christ, 
 
Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D.,J.C.L. 
Bishop of Scranton 


