
 

Pastor:  Rev. Gerald J. Gurka, M.Div., M.Th., M.A. 
Clergy Assistance:  Rev. Robert Sickler 
          Rev. James McGahagan 
Permanent Deacon:  Deacon Frank H. Hine 

All Saints and St. John the Baptist Parish Families   

February 5, 2023 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

All Saints Parish Mission Statement 
We, All Saints Parish, are drawn together by the power of 
the Holy Spirit to be a living and convincing sign of God’s 
unconditional love.  We are gifted to build bonds among 
ourselves and others in order to live the Gospel in word, 
worship, community and service for the salvation of all and 
the building of God’s kingdom. 

All Saints 

Rectory Office:    66 Willow St., Plymouth, PA  18651 

Phone:                                570-779-5323  

Fax:                                            570-779-4921 

Email:                                       allsaints66@comcast.net             

Website:                  www.allsaintsplymouth.com        

Office Hours:       Tuesday & Thursday: 10:00AM-1:00PM 

 
St. John the Baptist 

Rectory Office:       126 Nesbitt St., Larksville, PA  18651 

Phone:                                570-779-9620                      

Fax:                                            570-779-7652 

Email:                                  stjohn1899@aol.com             

Website:                      http://stjohnslarksville.org        

Facebook:       St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church 

Office Hours:               No Office Hours on Mondays 

Tuesday thru Friday: 9:00AM-11:30AM/12:30PM-2:30PM  

All Other Times by Appointment/Emergencies: call 911 

 
~New Parishioners:  WELCOME to our parish family!  

Please call the rectory office at your earliest convenience.  

  
~Established Parishioners: 

Please let us know of any change of address or telephone  

number so that we may keep our records current.  Fami-

lies moving from the parish are asked to notify the rectory 

office. 

A Prayerful Welcome to All  

Worshipping With Us. 

Words can get out of control.  

Used well they have meaning. Used 

wrongly, or too much, they obscure. 

Thanks for being here. 

GOSPEL GLIMPSES 

February 5, 2023  

Mt 5:13-16 
 

The spice of life 

     There is an old proverb that you can judge a cook 

by the spices they use. Think of any gourmet cook 

you know. They’re probably a “spice fanatic” selecting 

the best, freshest ingredients to build savory meals.  

Their kitchen may sport a huge spice rack, with the 

most exotic, sought after spices. And the meals they 

create are delicious, spectacular, but strangely often 

not satisfying in the way simple home cooking is.  

     It’s interesting that with all the known spices, Je-

sus compared His disciples to salt. Nothing exotic or 

rare, just common table salt. Why? Consider the ef-

fects salt has. When filled with the Spirit, like salt we 

help “preserve” lives by introducing people to God 

and His forgiveness. Our Christian flavor, our “salty” 

difference can entice the world to taste the word of 

God and find His mercy.  And the drying, salty edge 

of our sacrificial living will leave a thirst behind us, a 

yearning for the waters of eternal life. This common 

salt used for God’s purposes, becomes the spice of 

Life.   
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 St. John the Baptist Parish Mission Statement 
Our faith community of St. John the Baptist, founded on the 
word of God; welcomes all with charity and love….both  the 
strong of Spirit and those who search.  As part of the Uni-
versal Church, we acknowledge that God has uniquely 
blessed    everyone with abundant gifts.  We celebrate the 
differences that make all of us equal in the eyes of the 
Lord….using our blessings to provide all who join us in Eu-
charist with a heart-felt sense of family and communion.  
For the Lord has brought you to our door….you are a 
stranger here but once.  



Today’s Readings: Isaiah 58:7-10; Psalm 112:4-9; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Matthew 5:13-16 

Come Worship the Lord 

February 5, 2023                       5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Thank you for silencing your cell phones & pagers and refraining from texting while in church. 

Reminder: Weekday Morning Mass for February is 

at All Saints. 

 
Calling All who may be interested in ministering at 

God’s Table as a lector, server, etc! Please call the 

rectory (570-779-9620) & leave name & phone #. We’ll 

look forward to hearing from you.  

 
Ministry Schedules for February are available 

 for pick-up in the Sacristy at St. John’s. 

 
Please see Bulletin Insert regarding our new Weekend 

and Weekday Mass Schedule beginning the weekend of the 

1st Sunday of Lent, February 25/26.  

 
Please Delete: Attention! 

Parish Family Members of All Saints are receiving bogus 

text messages from Fr. Jerry. Please delete. Thanks! 

Home and Hospital Visitations: Are currently following all COVID  Guidelines. If someone is homebound or hospital-

ized, please call the rectory office. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 3PM Saturday at All Saints Parish. Masks Required.  
 

Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered in the Parish. Please call the office at least 4 months before your child 

is due. Instruction is required and normally held on the 1st  Monday of each month. It is best to attend this class before the 

child’s birth. Current COVID Guidelines require private celebration of Baptism. Please call to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Orders: Is God calling you? Please see Fr. Jerry or Deacon Frank. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Diocesan regulations require those couples planning marriage to contact the pastor at least 

twelve months prior to the desired date of the marriage and other wedding arrangements.   
 

R.C.I.A. (O.C.I.A.) (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults): For those in need of Baptism or completion of sacramental 

preparation.  Please contact rectory.   

Monday, February 6th         

   9:00 AM (AS)  Marie Finnegan by Diane Finnegan & Family               

Tuesday, February 7th          

   9:00 AM (AS)  Robert Lewis by Pat  

Wednesday, February 8th 

       No Mass       

Thursday, February 9th 

   9:00 AM (AS)  Donald Zlotek by Anita Bartoli      

Friday, February 10th 

   9:00 AM (AS)  Curt Dzugan by Burkhart Family 

Saturday, February 11th 

      4:00 PM (AS)  Irene Pilok by Maryann & Larry Nagle (Live Streamed) 

   6:00 PM (SJB)  Living & Deceased of our Parish Family   

Sunday, February 12th 

  8:00 AM (SJB)  Kenny Carpenter by Norman & Kathie Miller  

           10:00 AM (AS)  Albert & Betty Miklosi by Daughter, Elaine Palischak  

Prayerful Sympathy is extended to the fami-

lies of Louise Olenik and Mary Piczak. Please 

remember Louise and Mary in prayer, along with 

their family and friends, during this difficult time 

of loss, pain and adjustment. 

 
Sanctuary Candle burns this week at St. John’s  

in memory of Helen Mickiewicz,  

offered by Miscavage Family. 

 
All Saints Parish: Donation of Altar Breads or Sanctuary 

Candles in memory/in honor of a loved one can be made 

by contacting Jackie Karnes at 570-332-1176 (Monday thru 

Friday only).  

 
Deepest Gratitude to Ron Grevera for his inspiring 

faith-filled address during our Masses last weekend. Dou-

ble Thumbs Up! 



World Day of the Sick: Bishop Joseph C. Bambera will 

celebrate Mass for the 31st World Day of the Sick on Fri-

day, February 10th, at 12:10PM at the Cathedral of Saint 

Peter in Scranton. The commemoration of the World Day 

of the Sick not only provides an opportunity to devote 

special attention to those who are ill, but is also a celebra-

tion of God’s works of mercy, especially through those 

who work tirelessly in the healthcare field. The World Day 

of the Sick Mass at the Cathedral will feature the Liturgy of 

the Anointing. CTV: Catholic Television of the Diocese of 

Scranton will provide a live broadcast of the Mass and 

livestream the Mass on the Diocesan website, YouTube 

channel and across all social media platforms. 

 
“Faithfully United” Program 

Thank you to all parishioners who 

have completed and submitted your 

Commitment Card to the church. 

For those parish family members 

who have not yet had the oppor-

tunity to submit their card, a letter will be mailed to you 

with a personalized Commitment Card. Each and every 

one of you is a vital member of our parish community and 

we want to hear from you! This is an opportunity to re-

flect upon and renew your sacrificial commitment to sup-

port the mission of All Saints and St. John the Baptist Par-

ish Families. For those who are able – there is an oppor-

tunity to make a one-time gift to the parish. If you have any 

questions, please contact the church office.   

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry of our Parish Fami-

lies is asking that you would consider working 

on an afghan during these winter months. To 

date, 17 afghans have been made with 33 more 

needed for our Afghan stand at the Bazaar. New members 

are always welcome and greatly appreciated. If you aren’t 

able to attend a meeting, but want to donate a lap robe, 

shawl or afghan, please contact the rectory office. Thanks! 

If you aren’t able to make an afghan, monetary donations 

are most welcome and appreciated. They can be made via 

collection basket (place in an envelope marked “Yarn/

Afghans”) or sent to the rectory office. Thank You for 

helping us to help others. 

 
Please Remember: the Willow Street Parking Lot is 

now closed for the winter months. No winter maintenance 

will be done for this lot.  

 
ALL SAINTS EMERGENCY LANE IS BEING 

BLOCKED DUE TO ILLEGAL PARKING IN THE 

PARKING AREA. Handicapped placard needs to be dis-

played by all who use this space. Proper action will be tak-

en to those who violate handicapped procedures. Thank 

you for being considerate of others.  

Faith Formation Classes at both parish families 

 will be held as usual this week. 

 
Miraculous Medal Novena prayed on Tuesdays after 

Mass at All Saints. 

 
Novena to St. Jude prayed on Thursdays after Mass at 

All Saints. 

 
Rosary is prayed by the Knights of Columbus, Council 

#11901 before the 10AM Mass on Sundays at All Saints 

beginning at 9:40AM. Intentions are for an increase of Vo-

cations to the Priesthood and Religious Life/an end to the 

Pandemic. Please feel free to add your own private inten-

tions as well. 

 
All Saints Ushers Club will meet this Sunday, February 

5th at 2PM at Holy Child Faith Formation Center. All ush-

ers are asked to attend. 

 
Senior Citizens Friendship Club of St. Mary’s will 

meet Monday, February 13th from 1 to 4PM at Holy Child 

Faith Formation Center, Willow Street, Plymouth. NEW 

MEMBERS WELOME. Come join us for Bingo, Cards, and 

Refreshments. 

 
Can you believe it…  

It’s almost time for our Lenten Pierogie Sale! 

Our Pierogie Pinching Parties begin Monday, February 20th 

and continues Mondays thru March 27th. Vaccine Cards 

are required to be shown upon entry to the Church Hall & 

CDC Guidelines must be followed. Please mark your calen-

dars and plan to join the fun from 8AM onward. No experi-

ence necessary! Any amount of time you can volunteer is 

greatly appreciated. Pierogie Prep starts at 7AM each Sun-

day before a Pierogie Monday. Pierogies are $10 per dozen 

and there is no limit when ordering. Please call Beverly 

Chorey at 570-550-5428 between 12PM and 6PM to place 

your orders. Order early, avoid the rush! 

 
All Saints Parish Lottery  

Tickets are available at All Saints Rectory for our next Lot-

tery which will begin on February 8th. Please support your 

parish by purchasing a ticket. Thank you!  

 
Christian Service Center: Next food distribution, 

Thursday, February 23rd from 10AM to 12Noon. 

 
Please save your receipts from Plymouth Hometown 

Market for our local firemen. There is a box in the Church 

vestibule where you can place your receipts. Thank you! 

 
All Bulletin Announcements should be submitted to 

our offices on Monday for approval by Father Jerry. 

Thanks! 
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Commitment of Treasure: January 29, 2023 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Quite an impression 

     Who has influenced your life most for Christ? It’s a 

tough question, but most of us can narrow the list down to 

two or three Christians who brought faith to life for us. 

Take a moment and remember what made these individu-

als so special. You might remember a brightness about 

their spirits, how they made life a little shinier, warmer, as 

if you’d moved a little closer to the sun. Or maybe it was 

the way they brought the flavor of God’s love into the sim-

plest of conversation, how their words seemed to drip 

with humility, compassion, a true taste of Christ. And that 

salt, that light, was infectious. You wanted what they pos-

sessed and they gave it almost invisibly. This is what it 

means to be the light and the salt of Christ: touching lives 

with the light of love and compassion, carrying the salt of 

truth and mercy to all those around us. What image, what 

taste are you leaving behind today? 

 
Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor 

     It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 

allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If 

you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, 

deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the Dio-

cese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately re-

port the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, 

religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of 

Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has 

been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 

abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.  

     It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil 

and state regulations. In accordance with the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, 

reports of suspected child abuse should also be made im-

mediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse hotline 

(ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically at 

www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis. To this end, the Diocese is 

equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code 

of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB 

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, 

which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their 

pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, in-

formation regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a mi-

nor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Co-

ordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551.     

 St. John the Baptist 
Weekly               $3,650.00 
Fiscal Year-to-Date       $138,406.00 
 

Amount budgeted each week:  
$5,650.00 

 
Diocesan Annual Appeal Update 
Parish Goal: $21,000 
Pledges to Date: $15,615 (74% of goal) 

      All Saints  
Weekly               $4,315.00 
Fiscal Year-to-Date       $125,367.01 
 

Amount budgeted each week:  
$6,808.00 

 
Diocesan Annual Appeal Update 
Parish Goal: $37,000 
Pledges to Date: $18,461 (50% of goal) 

Prayer for the sick  

     You, O God, who out of the fullness of your infinite 

being pour out compassion in our world, bring rest and 

peace to all who suffer. May your healing presence em-

brace all of our brothers and sisters who need wellness 

and wholeness. We ask this through Jesus, whose touch, 

gaze and presence brought light where there was darkness,  

hope where there was despair, and through the Spirit who 

continues Jesus’ healing presence and work. Amen. 

 
Prince of Peace Parish Old Forge Mardi Gras: Satur-

day, February 18th from 6:30PM to 10PM at Arcaro and 

Genell Banquet Room, Main St., Old Forge. Tickets are 

$40 per person. Adults Only. Includes Hors D’Oeurves 

and a full course dinner of either Beef and Chicken Combo 

or Fish. Beer, Wine and Soda, Coffee and Tea Included. 

Accepting reservations for tables of 8 or 10. Seating is lim-

ited to 125 – Reserve your seats early. Payment is due with 

reservation. All reservations close Saturday, February 11th. 

For reservations call the rectory at 570-457-5900. Tickets 

will be sold before & after all week-end Masses at the back 

of the Church. Entertainment by The Dynamic Duo. 

 
Seton Knights of Columbus Ash Wednesday Red 

Clam Chowder Sale: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Caf-

eteria, 116 Hughes St., Swoyersville. $10/quart. Pay when 

you pick up. 3 pick up times: after 7:30AM ashes/11AM-

1PM/and 4PM-6PM. Order forms are on our website, se-

tonpa.com, or call Mark at 570-262-2896. Also available at 

the door, while quantities last. 

 
Please Note: Re: Sunday Envelopes: your envelope 

contribution will be forwarded to the proper parish re-

gardless of attending Mass at All Saints or St. John’s. 

Thanks for your caring Stewardship. 

 
Thank you for your continued understanding of this 

most necessary matter. Even though our full Mass 

Schedule has returned, as per current guidelines, for those 

who feel unsafe to attend in person, we continue to be 

most grateful for kindly sending your regular and special 

collection offerings via mail. As always, your generous sup-

port is greatly appreciated. 
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