
Mon. Mar. 9 7:15 a.m. Comm. Service, Stanley 
Tue. Mar. 10 12:00 p.m. Mass, Stanley 
    Private Intention 
  12:30 p.m. Adoration, Stanley 
  3:00 p.m. Chaplet & Benediction 
  6:30 p.m. Stations, Berthold 
  7:00 p.m. Mass, Berthold 
    Confirmation Students 
Wed. Mar. 11 6:15 a.m. 1 hr. Adoration, Stanley 
  7:15 a.m. Mass, Stanley 
    +Jack, LaVon Nichols 
  5:15 p.m. Stations, Stanley 
Thu. Mar. 12 6:15 a.m. 1 hr. Adoration, Stanley 
  12:00 p.m. Mass, Stanley 
    +Lorena Gangl 
  5:15 p.m. Mass, Bethel Home 
    Bethel Residents 
Fri. Mar. 13 7:15 a.m. Mass, Stanley 
    +Jack, LaVon Nichols 
Sat. Mar. 14 5:00 p.m. Mass, Stanley 
    +James Goettle 
Sun. Mar. 15 8:30 a.m. Mass, Stanley 
    +James Goettle 
  11:00 a.m. Mass, Berthold 
    All Parishioners 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available 
4:15 to 4:50 p.m. on Saturdays and 7:45 to 
8:20 a.m. on Sundays in Queen of the Most 
Holy Rosary Church.  It is available 10:20 to 
10:50 a.m. at St. Ann on Sundays.  It’s also 
available 15 minutes prior to weekday Masses, 
or by appointment anytime. 

Diane Gustafson, Doris Goettle, Jim & Doris 
Walter, Doris Bures, and Linda Holte. 
 

We’re plowing our way through the season 
of Lent.  For many of us, the only difference 
we notice about this season is the fish 
sandwiches that suddenly appear on restaurant 
menus.  Yet this is a grace-filled season for 
those who try to live it well.  It’s a season 
when we are invited to spend more time in 
prayer, to fast, and to give more generously to 
the poor.  It’s a time when the services in our 
churches take on a more somber, simple feel.  
We, in a way, journey with Jesus in the desert 
before he begins his grueling ministry which 
culminates with the cross and his resurrection.  
When we live Lent well, we find ourselves 
better people at Easter, less attached to the 
things of the world, more generous to others, 
and we feel more regret for our sins. 

Here, I want to focus on that last item: regret 
for our sins.  Many people, even among our 
own parishioners, think it’s strange that 
Catholics “go to confession,” and tell their sins 
to priests.  But during Lent, in fact, Catholics 
do quite a lot of confessing.  In many parishes, 
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Catholics get together by the hundreds to line 
up and speak aloud, in private, their misdeeds. 

As one who goes to confession often (yes, us 
priests go to confession just like everyone 
else), I can say that the practice is very 
comforting.  Often there is a peace and serenity 
when leaving the confessional that can’t be 
found elsewhere.  That’s because the Catholic 
Church understands God has given this 
sacrament as a conduit of his forgiveness.  In a 
very real way, when we speak our sins aloud in 
the presence of the priest, it is to Jesus that we 
are telling our sins.  And it is his power to 
forgive that we encounter in the confessional.   

Yet, even on a natural level, confession is a 
great tool for improving our lives.  Take the 
example of gossip.  If we have a bad habit of 
gossip, being required to periodically admit, 
out loud, that we are terrible gossips, and to 
reflect on how our words might have harmed 
someone, will help us leave that habit behind. 

Also on a natural level, when we’ve done 
something wrong, I think we feel some 
compulsion to admit it.  Confession offers us a 
completely private forum to talk about these 
misdeeds.  But even more important than that, 
we hear the priest speaking in the person of 
(and with the authority of) Jesus say “I absolve 
you from your sins,” and because it’s a 
sacrament of the Church, we trust that the 
words have real power to impart God’s mercy.   

We can see that this is real.  Go into a 
Catholic Church and watch the people in line 
for confession (yes, in some parishes there are 
actual lines).  Having taken stock of their 
misdeeds, they often look nervous and 
embarrassed.  Then watch people as they walk 
out of the confessional.  If they’ve confessed 
well, they often walk out as if a huge load had 
been lifted from their shoulders. 

What, though, is the basis for this practice?  
When Jesus appeared to his disciples after the 
resurrection, John writes, he “said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’ And when he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you 
forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you 
retain are retained’” (John 20:21-23).  We 
also read, in the Letter of James, that the 
presbyters (priests) of the Church share in 
Jesus’ power of forgiveness (James 5:13-15) 
and that one is to “confess your sins to one 
another and pray for one another, that you 
may be healed” (James 5:16).  In First John, 
too, we read that “If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just, to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8-9). 

The Catholic Church has always understood 
that “confess,” here refers to the Sacrament of 
Confession the Church still celebrates today.  
The Didache, which is a sort of early Christian 
“church manual,” probably written around the 
year 50 A.D., explains that “… every Lord’s 
day gather yourselves together and break 
bread and give thanksgiving [Eucharist] after 
having confessed your transgressions, that 
your sacrifice may be pure.”  Saint Basil of 
Caesarea, in the 4th Century, wrote that “It is 
necessary to confess our sins to those to whom 
the dispensation of God’s mysteries has been 
entrusted [the priests].  Those doing penance 
of old are found to have done it before the 
saints.  It is written in the Gospel that they 
confessed their sins to John the Baptist; but in 
the Acts they confessed to the Apostles, by 
whom also all were baptized.” 

Lastly, Pope Francis once said that “The 
confessional is not a torture chamber, but the 
place in which the Lord’s mercy motivates us 
to do better.”  Amen to that!  It’s my hope that 
with a better understanding of this Sacrament, 
more will make use of it.  There’s a reason this 
sacrament is a mandatory part of Catholic life.  
May we all go to confession during Lent, and 
whenever we need it, thus receiving the mercy 
God so desperately wants to give us. 

-Fr. Jason Signalness 



 

African Mission Appeal: “By our actions we 
bring hope to their lives.” This weekend is our 
31st Annual African Mission Appeal 
collection. As Catholics, we all have a shared 
responsibility to support our church’s work. 
This can be done through your prayers and 
generous support of our African Mission 
Team. Please be generous as you can in 
supporting the important work of Fr. David 
Morman, as he misisters on our behalf to our 
brothers and sisters in Kisii, Kenya, East 
Africa. You are also encouraged to follow our 
mission in action at: https://
www.facebook.com/BismarckCatholicMission 
If you are interested in serving as a member of 
the Diocesan Mission Team or would like 
more information, please write to: Chuck 
Reichert, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1137, 
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137. 
 
Job Opening: Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
is seeking a part time Director of Religious 
Education to start July 1st, 2020. This position 
entails working with the pastor to organize and 
operate the parish’s religious education 
programs, including programs for youth and 
adults.  The DRE develops the schedule for the 
year, helps recruit and coordinate volunteer 
catechists, assists the pastor in implementing 
the Safe Environment Program, and other tasks 
as assigned.  On average, the position requires 
about 10 hours/week during the school year.    
If you have a passion for our Catholic Faith 
and want to help foster the next generations of 
saints, perhaps God is calling you to apply?  
To do so, pick up an application form in the 
parish hall or download a copy from the parish 
website.  Please submit applications to Fr. 
Jason by March 22nd, 2020.  If you have 
questions, please contact Fr. Jason Signalness 
or Carol Hynek. 
 
Feed the Hungry through CRS Rice Bowls: 
CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of 

Catholic Relief Services, the official relief and 
development agency of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Through CRS 
Rice Bowl, parishes in every diocese of the 
U.S. put their faith into action through prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving. Lenten alms donated 
through Rice Bowl support the work of CRS in 
roughly 45 different countries each year. 25% 
of donations to from our parishes stay local 
and help the food pantries in our own 
communities. Since its inception in 1975, CRS 
Rice Bowl has raised nearly $300 million.   To 
participate, pick up your rice bowl at the 
parishes this week and return by Easter. 
 
Women’s Lenten Retreat Mar. 14th: Area 
women are invited to the 13th Annual 
Women’s Simple Lenten Retreat on Saturday, 
March 14 at the Church of St. Joseph in 
Mandan. Guest speaker is Fr. Craig Vasek, 
chaplain of athletics at the University of Mary. 
The day begins with morning Mass at 8:30 
a.m. and includes a talk on healing and 
forgiveness and a guided healing exercise, 
confession, adoration and the rosary. A light 

 
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Stanley 

• Sunday, March 22nd, 4:00 p.m. 

• Fr. Jason Signalness & Fr. Corey Nelson 
 
Saint Ann, Berthold 

• Tuesday, March 24th, 6:30 p.m. 

• Fr. Jason Signalness & Fr. Ken Phillips 
 
Saint Thomas, Tioga 

• Friday, April 3rd, 6:30 p.m. 

• Fr. Corey Nelson & Fr. Jason Signalness  
 
Minot Churches: 

• St. John: Sun., Mar. 8th, 3 p.m. 

• Little Flower: Sun., Mar. 22nd, 3:30 p.m. 

• St. Leo: Tues., Apr. 7th, 7:00 p.m. 

• Our Lady of Grace: Wed., Apr. 8th, 6:30 p.m. 



breakfast and lunch (taco bar) will be served. 
Early registration is $25. After March 1, it is 
$35. Call Meikel Engelhardt 701-391-2805 or 
Patti Armstrong 701-471-9633 with any 
questions. Pre-registration is appreciated so 
organizers can plan for lunch. To pre-register 
online, go to the bismarckdiocese.com and 
click on the “Events” tab. Or, send your check 
to PO Box 1137, Bismarck, 58501.  
 
Christian Mother’s meeting will be after 
Mass on Sunday, March 15th in the faith and 
family room. All women are welcome. 
 
Discover Peace after Abortion: If you or your 
partner have experienced an abortion either 
recently or in your past and have feelings of 
regret or grief, Dakota Hope Clinic in Minot is 
here for you. You can join Discover Peace, a 7 
week small group where you can find healing, 
surrounded by those who have been in similar 
situations. Call Shelly at 701-852-4675, or 
email shelly@dakotahope.org to find our if this 
program is right for you. The next group starts 
March 16, 2020 and is confidential.  
 
Matt Fradd to Speak in Beulah: St. Joseph 
Church in Beulah invites you to join them as 
they host Matt Fradd on April 1st.  Matt will 
be speaking on God, The Universe, and 
Everything. Where did we come from? Why 
are we here? Where are we going? Matt speaks 
to tens of thousands every year and is a best-
selling author.  Matt earned his master and 
undergraduate degrees in philosophy from 
Holy Apostles College. Matt’s podcast “Pints 
With Aquinas” receives hundreds of thousands 
of downloads every month. There will be a 
cookie and coffee social at 6:00 pm followed 
by Matt’s presentation from 6:45 pm to 8:00 
pm. This is a free event and all are welcome to 
come. For questions regarding contact Jessie at 
873-5820.  
 
 

 

Holy Rosary, Saturday, Mar. 14th, 5:00 p.m.: 
 Ushers: Jordan Leupp 
  Gary Martens 
 Lector: Barb Meiers 
 Servers: Cassidy & McKenzie Bohrer 
 Gifts: Ushers 
 Greeter: Tammy Leupp 
 Rosary: Bob Holte 
 
Holy Rosary, Sunday, Mar 15th, 8:30 a.m.: 
 Ushers: Jessen Family 
 Lector: Penny Wolter 
 Servers: Ben & Jacob Hynek 
 Gifts: Jessen Family 
 Greeter: Jessen Family 
 Rosary: Steve Martens 
Collection Counters, Mon Mar 9th @ 11 a.m. 
 Jared Gustafson & Becky Goettle 
 
Saint Ann, Sunday, Mar 15th, 11:00 a.m.: 
 Ushers:  Josh Brown 
  Shane Lemer 
 Lector: Brad Lebrun 
 Gifts: Brad & Annie Lebrun 
 Servers: Olivia Lebrun 
  Emily Hanson 
 Greeters: Shane & Mandy Lemer 
 

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
 Last Week Needed 
 Adult Collection .......... $2787 ..... $2862 
 Loose Collection ........... $229 ....... $273 
 Maintenance Fund ......... $327 ....... $175 
 Social Concerns ............ $577 ....... $255 
 Online Giving ................ $740 ........... $0 
 Total ............................ $4660 ..... $3565 
Church of Saint Ann 
 Last Week Needed 
 Total .............................. $960 ....... $788 


