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Mary, Mother of God (Jan. 1, 2023 STM: 9:15, 11:15) 
 

The gospel today tells us that Mary “reflected” on everything that had 
happened to her and around her. Sometimes it is translated that Mary “pondered” all 
of these things.  Just think about what “all of those things may have been.”  Here’s a 
teenage kid who has just had a baby in the back stall of a barn after having 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Her husband is muttering about taxes 
and the fact that the head honcho in these parts, Herod, has opted for infanticide.  
And if that’s not enough to think about, there’s all this traffic of visiting astrologers, 
sheep ranchers, and angels, who keep dropping by with questions and 
proclamations and chorales.  To top it off, legends all say that the animals who are 
jammed in there with her talk.  Not many cows speak Hebrew, but that seems to be 
what was going on.  It certainly would get a person to do some heavy thinking.  I’d 
say ‘ponder’ is the perfect word for what Mary was doing. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today the Church celebrates this 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. We do so on Jan. 1, the first day of the new 
year.  Today is the oldest of the Marian feasts in the liturgy of the Church.  And the 
Church puts it at the beginning, at the start of something new, a new year.  A time 
when we are concerned with new beginnings, new resolutions and renewed hopes. 

 
So much has happened to Mary.  All is new to her.  A new son on the way. A 

new city as she had to journey to Bethlehem with Joseph for the census.  These 
strange, new people around her in a stable in this obscure town.  But I propose to 
you today that Mary is for us the ideal example of a believer.  For she is a woman 
caught up in the midst of some chaos, in the midst of upheaval, in the midst of 
uncertainty.  And in all of this, she hears the good news and ponders it in her heart 
and then she fully responds to it. Her heart becomes the place of discovering Jesus, 
and who Jesus truly is.  And so must it be with us.  Our own hearts must become 
that place of response.  The entire life of Mary and indeed the Church’s entire life, is 
centered on this process of pondering who this Christ child really is to us.  I imagine 
Mary held the newborn Jesus and looked at him and said: “I wonder what will 
become of you.” Maybe you who are mothers and fathers have a memory of holding 
a newborn child and saying the same thing: “I wonder what will become of you.”   
Mary knew that this child was different. He became present in her by a different 
means.  His birth drew shepherds and angels and astrologers from the east.  So 
special was this child that a king feared the newborn child as a threat to his rule. 
This child was different. What would become of him?   

Mary was pondering all of what and who this child would be from the 
moment of the Annunciation, when the first cells of God incarnate began to grow 
and divide within her, to his birth and squalling infancy, his youth, maturing, leaving 
home; her hearing about him from others, hearing about what he had said, what he 
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had done; the healings and exorcisms, the confrontations, the Way of the Cross, 
seeing him hanging, naked on a tree, her holding his dead body, the body that had 
been within her. 

Mary took all of this in.  But one thing she knew for sure, especially as she held 
the Christ Child was this: she knew that he was destined for something great, 
perhaps ultimately for a great love.   And Mary is the embodiment of that love. The 
great 14th century English mystic Dame Julian of Norwich wrote that in Mary “our 
Lord speaks to all mankind as [if he] were [speaking] to one person,… [saying] ‘Do 
you want to see in Her how you are loved?”• In effect, in understanding Mary we 
begin to understand ourselves as loved by God. For Mary is the fairest of our race, 
the one chosen to be the ark of the covenant, the tabernacle of the Lord, the 
dwelling place of God most high.   She was chosen for love.  She was chosen for love 
and chosen in love.  

 But love always, always demands a response.  And reflection always 
demands a response. Mary’s reflection led to her response. Mary’s reflection, 
pondering on how God had favored her, led to Her yes.  Mary gives us an example of 
what our choice as Christians really implies: that each genuine choice we make 
reveals who we are and is not simply what we do. In our choices we act out of our 
self, and tell something of our self. Christian, human, freedom of choice is not about 
choosing which film we will go to see, or what we will wear, or what we will own: it 
is about how we reveal and define ourselves on that journey to God.  Mary was not 
making a choice between right and wrong. No, her choice to say yes to the divine 
plan came from knowing who she was.  She was a daughter of Israel, a beloved 
child of God.   Mary shows us how to be disciples in how she responded to God.  She 
did so in freedom. God never coerces.  He has given his creatures free will.  Mary 
used that free will to cooperate with the divine plan. She cooperated with love. 

 Mary certainly had a lot to think about.   She probably pondered, reflected 
upon what the ancient prophets had said about the Messiah who was to come.  
Now, she held her child and may have said: “are you the One?”   And her question 
would be answered 40 days after the birth of her child when she and Joseph when 
before the High Priest, Simeon.  It is what we celebrate on Feb. 2-the Feast of the 
Presentation. Simeon would receive that child in his arms and declare that he could 
die in peace.  For the word of God had been fulfilled to him. He had lived long 
enough to see the Messiah: a light to the nations and the glory of Israel.   Simeon 
looked upon the face of his God.   

 
This day is for us a new year of grace. We do not know what is before us.  

We might look upon the past year, ponder, reflect, on what happened.  We may 
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think about those we met, maybe those we lost.  We may think about 
accomplishments or challenges.  We may think about what brought us happiness 
and what may have brought us a bit of pain.  We take it all in, the year gone by, and 
we are formed by it.  We have a bit of hope on this first day of the new year. Hope in 
what it may bring.  Mary looked with love upon her new child.  She wondered what 
he would become.  She kept all of this in her heart, reflecting upon it. We pray today 
that the face that smiled upon Mary as she held him in her arms and the face that 
she showed to Simeon the High priest,  will be the face that shines upon us one day,  
the same face we yearn to see, the face of God made flesh, born of the Virgin Mary.     

Amen. 
Source: St Andrew’s Abbey Homily Reflections  
 

 

  
 
 


