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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time A (Jan. 22, 2023 STM: 5:15, 9:15) 
 
 Comedian Garry Shandling once commented on the phenomenon of wake-up 
calls in hotels.  He says:  “Here’s a little tip from me to you as an experienced 
traveler:  Wake-up calls – one of the worst ways to wake up.  The phone rings; it’s 
loud; you can’t turn it down.”  Then with impeccable timing, Shandling adds, “I leave 
the number of the room next to me, and then it just rings kind of quiet, and you hear 
a guy yell, “What are you calling me for?”  Then you get up and take a shower.  It’s 
great!  (from DYNAMIC PREACHING, Jan-Mar 08, p. 21)     
 Getting called.  As a priest, we get called in different ways.  We first get called 
to the priesthood.  I grew up around the Church. I was an altar server and sacristan.  
I went to Catholic School.  I had great priestly examples.  All of that helped me to 
discern the call to priesthood. It was a gradual calling to serve as a priest. 
 Priests also get called by the bishop. First, there is a “call to orders.”  We write 
the bishop before our ordination as a deacon and priest and petition him to ordain 
us. We have to physically write it. My handwriting is horrible. I am lucky Bishop 
Gossman understood what I was asking of him.  The bishop writes back and states 
his intention to ordain you. He calls you to orders.   
 Later on in our priesthood, the bishop calls us to an assignment.  I remember 
being a young associate here at STM from 2001-2002.  In those days, we had 
something called “calling day” before we all had cell phones.  You had to provide a 
number where you would be during certain hours on a certain day in case the bishop 
wanted to call you to inform you of a new assignment.  It was a Thursday in 2002 
and I was going to the Youth House for a staff meeting. I said to the receptionist: 
“the bishop isn’t going to call me, but in case he does, I will be in the Youth House.” 
Halfway through the staff meeting, the phone rang.  It was Bishop Gossman.  I was 
ordained one year. He said: “Scott, I am sending you to be the administrator of St. 
Ann in Clayton. They just built a church. Now figure out how to pay for it.” That was 
it.  That was the call. 
 I remember too when I was at St. Ann after 5 years. The bishop’s assistant, 
who was my parishioner, called me and said: “Bishop Burbidge has a favor to ask of 
you.”  I am like: “does he want a ride to the airport?”  No, he wanted to see me in his 
office as I was being called to serve at Cardinal Gibbons High School. We priests get 
called in different ways.  
 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today in the gospel we hear 
about the call of the apostles. Jesus goes along and calls fishermen from their way of 
life to a new way of life.    Jesus is on the move. He is on the hunt. Jesus walked 
along a road.  Saw some men bending over their nets in the boat.  “Follow me!” he 
called, “Guess where you’re going?”  And they did!  He took them places they would 
have never gone by themselves.  Know anything about that?  I think you do.   Have 
you ever been asked to set out into the deep, to step out in faith, to respond to a call 
to do something new, something different. Maybe it is a new career and one very 
different from what you know.   Maybe it is a call to move to a new city.  Maybe it is 
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a call to take on the role of caregiver giver for elderly parents.   Maybe it is a call 
from the pastor to head up a committee or be on the Pastoral Council.   Calls come in 
different ways and, sometimes, in unexpected ways.  And we have to do our best to 
respond to those calls in life. 
 9:15: today we celebrate the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens for those preparing for baptism and the Rite of Welcoming the 
candidates for those already one with us through baptism but we seek to become 
Catholic.  They are here today because  they have been called by God.  They 
discerned their path to us-to the Catholic Church. And today we recognize them for 
this discernment and give them official status as catechumens or candidates.  We 
call them today to continual conversion, to see the Lord more and more.  To follow 
the call of Christ to be his disciple.  Some of them may not have imagined five, two or 
one year ago that they would be standing at the threshold of the Catholic Church.  
But that is what happened. God called and said “you are coming with me to my 
Church.”  He invited them to deepen their understanding of Him and His life and 
what He was calling them to. That is why they are here.  
 (The rest of us/we) are here due to different means.  But  
everyone is here because we got put here.  For some of us, it was dramatic and life-
changing. We had some big conversion experience.   For others it was a lifetime of 
quite leading and coaxing.  For every last one of us, God reaching in, grabbed us.  
We got called, summoned. 
 Many of us got put here as infants. For me, I cannot  remember a time when I 
was not a Catholic.  A teenager said to her mother, “Why did you baptize me?  I 
never asked for this!”  To which the mother wisely replied, “We also potty trained 
you, and you didn’t ask for that either, but we thought it was a good idea at the 
time.”   
 We are here for a reason.  We are here today in the church because of Christ. 
We have been called and summoned to follow Christ, but this life of following Jesus 
isn’t easy work.  It requires embracing a cross, doing a lot of things we don’t want to 
do, and going places we never even dreamed of.  Thank God we’re not called to be 
successful, or nice, or even friendly.  Just faithful.  The good news is that Jesus is 
going places and we are the ones who get to go with Him.  Jesus is always on the 
move.   
 Discipleship is important to us here at STM.  We speak of “Intentional 
Discipleship.”  It means we make a specific choice to follow Christ in an intentional 
way.  This happens because we have fallen in love with Christ. Our Intentional 
Discipleship is a response to that love affair.  Those first apostles heard this Rabbi 
call them to follow him. They literally dropped their nets and went with him.  They 
did not know what was ahead, but the call of Christ was so compelling that they 
had to go with him.  
  You and I are called to walk.  We are called to walk the path of life with 
Christ himself.  Jesus took disciples with him.  He showed them how to live.  He 
showed them how to care and how to heal.  And, in the end, he showed them how 
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to love, what real love was about-to lay down your life for your friend.    May we too 
learn from the master teacher, from the expert fisherman. May we learn what it 
means to put out into deep water, to catch others for the sake of the gospel.  Christ 
has issued a call to us. A call to faithful and fruitful discipleship.    We respond in 
faith to that call. We choose each day to walk with Christ, to serve one another out 
of love.  Let’s listen attentively as Christ still speaks to us saying: “Come after me.” 
Amen.  
--adapted from Willimon, PULPIT RESOURCE, Jan 27, 2008, p. 18-19   
 
 


