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Epiphany A (Jan. 8, 2023 STM: 5:15, 7:30, 9:15: 11:15) 
 
 On a summer’s day in 1879, an amateur archeologist named Marcelino de 
Satuola went into a cave in Altamira, Spain, looking for prehistoric artifacts. He’d 
been there several times before, and hadn’t found much of interest. But this day, he 
brought with him his five-year-old daughter. The two of them began to explore the 
cave. Marcelino was studying the ground, when he heard his little girl cry out. “Look, 
papa,” she said, “oxen!” He couldn’t imagine what she was talking about, until he 
looked in her direction and saw she was pointing to the ceiling. There, Marcelino saw 
the most incredible images: pictures of animals and people that had been left there 
over 10,000 years earlier. What his little girl spotted was later hailed as one of the 
greatest artistic discoveries ever. In the 1920s, Picasso visited the caves and came 
away awed. To this day, thousands visit Altamira every year to see what many 
consider to be the very beginnings of art.  

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, all of this  happened because a 
five-year-old didn’t look down. She looked up. She brought to that adventure a 
sense of wonder. Just like the magi, the wise men, in today’s gospel reading. They 
also looked up. And then looked forward. And then followed. They discovered 
something far more valuable than anything painted on the ceiling of an ancient 
cave. They followed a star to the savior of the world. And what led them there was 
more than astronomy. They were seekers, led by fascination, moved by wonder. And 
so today I would like to focus on three words: SEEK, WONDER, CHANGE. 

FIRST: SEEK 

The Magi were seekers.   They were seeking Christ.   This is the story of us: the 
Christian people. We are seekers. We are seeking Christ. We are seeking more and 
more of this Jesus. And it is okay to be a seeker. For seekers make some of the most 
interesting church-goers.  Seekers generally don’t come up toward the front, not real 
close.  Maybe they are not ready to put their money on Jesus and the church, so they 
hang back, sit toward the rear. 

 I can tell you that our church would be nearly empty if I declared, “Next 
Sunday, I don’t want anyone here but the thoroughly committed, the absolutely 
certain.”   This following of Jesus that we attempt is a VERY difficult thing if we are 
even half serious about it.    It is okay to seek. For this is a Sunday for seekers.  The 
people we heard about today, those visitors from the east, were seekers.   And at 
the end of their journey, they found the one who they sought.  If you are here today 
as a seeker, that is good.  You are not expected to have all the answers.  My advice 
would just be open. Be open to how God may be trying to break through in your life 
today.  Be open to learning and knowing more about God and how God wants to 
work in your life.    You do not need to have all the answers to come here and be a 
Catholic. We are a community of seekers. A community of people of wonder. A 
community that is on a pilgrim journey back home to the Father. 
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SECOND: WONDER. 

This is a feast of wonder. Seeking often leads to wonder.    Wonder at what 
God did for the world. Wonder that a savior was sent.  The biologist J.B.S. Haldane 
once said, “The world will not perish for want of wonders…but for want of wonder.” 

The word “Epiphany” comes from the Greek, “epiphania,” meaning 
“manifestation.” A revelation. Or, as Webster’s puts it, an “illuminating discovery.” 
What did the Magi discover?  This Christ who illumined the world.  What did Isaiah 
say:  “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come.”  This is the light of Christ 
come into the world. This light that shines through the darkness of so much of our 
world and provides hope.       To experience this light though, we need to have 
wonder. The wonder that those three wise men, the Magi, the seekers from the East 
had.  What did they do? They stepped out of their comfort zones. They were open to 
the unexpected, the unplanned.  They were willing to go and travel to a foreign place 
in search of this newborn king.  They followed this star of wonder.    

THIRD: CHANGE.  

 Seeking often leads to change. The journey of the Magi to Jesus is much like 
the one you and I have:  it is unpredictable.  We do not know exactly what will 
happen, where we will be lead and how we may be once we finally get there.     You 
see, the journey changed the Magi.   Their seeking of and their wonder at the birth of 
Christ changed them. We are told that the Magi departed for their country by 
another way. Yes, Herod would have been out for them but, when you go another 
way in the scriptures, it signals a change of life.  Just like names are changed in the 
scriptures-Simon to Peter, Abraham to Abraham-when you take on a new life, so 
too does going a different way signify that something has changed in your life.   
After coming to know and see and maybe even hold the Christ, the Magi could not 
travel by the same road.  They were forever changed.   

It is supposed to be that way for us.  After encountering the Christ, life should 
be different for us.   I am always amazed by the stories that those coming into the 
Church share with me about how their life is different from before they found Christ 
and his Church.  One time,  was speaking with a man who was preparing for 
baptism at the Easter Vigil.   His name was Ken. I said to Ken: “well, what will 
baptism mean for you?”  I will never forget what he said to me: “It means I will have 
to live my life a different way.” His entire world view and his very manner of life was 
changed due to the fact that he had this encounter with Christ and he was about to 
receive new life in baptism.  “ I have to live my life a different way.” This is what we 
are hoping for all who follow Christ: that life will take on new meaning and new 
direction.  
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SEEK, WONDER, CHANGE.  This is what happened to the Magi. It is their 
story. It is ours as well.  It is the story of all who desire to know and to love this Christ 
more and more.  

I will end today with the words of Pope Francis from last year’s celebration of 
the Epiphany: 

 “Like the Magi, let us lift up our eyes, listen to the desire lodged in our hearts, 
and follow the star that God makes shine above us. As restless seekers, let us 
remain open to God’s surprises. Let us dream, let us seek and let us adore.”  Amen.  

 


