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Roger Petrich Memorial Mass Feb. 3, 2023 

Writing on sacred music, The Rev. Michael Sadgrove had this to say: 

“Music gives our worship wings. It soars and flies, it beckons heaven come down to us. Music 
touches parts of us nothing else can quite reach. It enlarges our imaginations, it moves our 
spirits, it coaxes us to love in a new and deeper way. I could tell you how I first came to Christian 
faith through singing a piece of Bach’s music as boy treble more than 40 years ago. We could all 
tell stories about how a hymn or a psalm, a song, a motet or a symphony had a profound effect 
on us. That’s why we in cathedrals invest so much in our music. It’s why parishes should never 
resent the cost of achieving the very best in music, whatever their style of worship. It’s an 
investment in mission. It has converting power. Above all, it’s for the praise of God. “ 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, we gather today to give thanks for and to 
remember the life of Roger Petrich, our beloved Director of Music here at St. Thomas More for 
18 years.  Roger, I believe, wanted us to achieve the very best we could in music.  He wanted us 
to invest in mission.  He wanted us to praise God through the gift of sacred song. 

 I went on our parish website and searched “Roger Petrich.” Articles popped up that 
Roger wrote.  I read through them and knew that I had what I needed for this homily.  For 
Roger was not just a musician, not just a music director, not just a composer.  You see, he was 
first and foremost a disciple.  He was a man on a journey, a journey back to God.  

 So, here are some thoughts from Roger and some thoughts from me about music, the 
liturgy, life, love, faith and God. 

 Roger wrote: 

In an essay "The Songs We Sing" Tony Barr writes: "In life we encounter two basic types of 
language: that of charm and that of formation. The former provides comfort, security and 
stability, while the latter excites, stimulates and draws us out. Liturgy, as life, requires these two 
basic patterns of language. In worship there must be both charm and insemination. We are told 
not to fear because God is with us, yet we are also told to take up our cross daily and follow." 

 Roger’s work as a musician, a composer, a choir director was aimed  at the cross-at 
allowing us to have a deeper and deeper connection with the cross of Christ.  His gift as an 
organist and his flowing hands as a conductor were all in service of Christ, in service of His 
Church and directed toward allowing us to encounter beauty. For ultimately, that is what the 
liturgy should do: to allow us to behold the beauty of God in earth as we prepare to one day 
hopefully gaze upon the beauty of God in heaven.  

 Roger also wrote something called “Praying with the Eyes.” It is a reflection on what is 
before all of us: the Resurrection Window.  We come to Mass every week and we look up and 
see the cross and behind it, the empty tomb. It is a constant reminder that death leads to life. 
Good Friday to Easter Sunday.  It is a reminder that we walk a pilgrimage here on earth to life 
with God. Christ suffered for our sake and he rose to set us free. This is our belief in the Paschal 
Mystery. Roger’s life was immersed in that mystery.  His compositions, his catechesis on sacred 
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music, his work for the Church was all in service of deepening our understanding of Christ’s 
passion, death and resurrection.   But this window, is about more than the resurrection and I 
needed Roger to remind me of this when I read his article. Here is what he said: 

The window at the front of our church is a rich feast for the eyes . Most people grasp the 
spiritual connection between the hanging Crucifix over the Altar, and the Risen Jesus of Easter in 
the central panel of our large stained glass window. But many people are unaware that this is 
more than just an “Easter” window - it is a very “catholic” window - it presents us with the five 
“Glorious Mysteries” of the Rosary. 
 
Perhaps sometime this Easter season you might with your Rosary pray with your eyes and 
fingers the images presented. The “First Glorious Mystery: The Resurrection”: Jesus greets us 
with his right hand raised in blessing and holding a staff with victory banner in his other hand. 
Study the angels. One has the stone cover of the tomb which has just been removed. The other 
angel is pulling away the grave clothes. And the soldiers: one is still sleeping, while the other 
looks amazed at Jesus. 
 
The other four Mysteries are presented in the side panels. In the lower left is the “Second 
Glorious Mystery: the Ascension”. Here is Jesus surrounded by several of his disciples moving 
towards the clouds pictured overhead. In the top left is the “Third Glorious Mystery: The Descent 
of the Holy Spirit”. Here sits Mary with the other Disciples, while overhead are the “tongues of 
fire”. 
 
On the lower right side is pictured the “Fourth Glorious Mystery: the Assumption”. The artist has 
pictured this as a visual parallel to the second Mystery. Here is Mary surrounded by several of 
the disciples as she is taken into heaven, where in the top image we see the “Fifth Glorious 
Mystery: Mary is Crowned Queen of Heaven”. She is shown with the Holy Trinity: Father, Son 
and Spirit. 
 
Perhaps a bit more obscure to modern eyes, the lowest level of the window also presents other 
images for meditation. On the left is a stylized Pomegranate, a fruit-symbol of the Resurrection 
– bursting with seeds, bursting with new life. In the center is Christ “the Lamb who was slain”, 
an image from the Book of Revelation, chapter 5, pictured with the book with seven seals. [This 
same image is repeated in a wood sculpture located by the Baptismal Font.] On the right is the 
Phoenix, a mythical bird that dies and is reborn through fire. Early Christians adopted this image 
as a symbol of the Resurrection – eternal life. Take time this Easter to not just look, but to “see”. 

 So much to take in.  Roger reminds us of resurrection, the resurrection that we all hope 
to have on the last day.  And Roger exhorted us to not just look but to “see.”  He wanted us to 
see what was going on in this glass.  We are being told a story-for that is what stained glass is 
supposed to do-to tell a story of Christ, of angels, of saints, of the faith, of us.  Our Catholicism 
is really a way of seeing the world. We see through the lens of the Christ, through the lens of 
angels and saints.  Roger usually spent his time in this church looking out from behind the 
organ. But it seems he also looked this way. He looked and he saw.  He saw the promise of 
Easter-the promise of resurrection, the promise of new life.   
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 In was on Holy Thursday of 2018 that Roger walked into my office and told me that it 
would be his last Triduum with us. He was ready to put away his organ shoes-at least her at 
STM.  He had served for 18 years as the Director of Music. In fact, he directed the music for my 
ordination that was in this church.  Roger was ready to move onto the next journey of his life 
with Laurel.  They were ready to pack up and move to Illinois where Roger would spend his last 
years.  The legacy that he left on this community will never be forgotten.  I am happy to let you 
know that we have named the music room the St. Cecelia Music Room and we have dedicated 
it loving memory of Roger Petrich.  So many hours were spent in that room preparing for Mass 
and concerts.  When Roger retired, we had the chance to have a concert in his honor where 
many of his pieces, some which we sang tonight, were played.   

 We will miss Roger. We will miss his joy and his laughter.  There is a picture of him we 
have been using in the ads for the Mass and on the holy cards and on the poster outside the 
church. He was a Mardi Gras party and he has a funny hat on. I love that picture. It captured 
Roger.  He would walk into our staff meetings around Christmas with another hat on. It was a 
Christmas hat that had batteries and the top of it moved back and forth.  He also had a light up 
tie.  All of these things made Roger who he was. But most of all what made Roger who he was, 
was his faith. He was a man of God. He was someone who loved the Lord and His Church and 
his chosen profession allowed Roger to make a beautiful song unto the Lord. 

 Today we as a parish community give thanks for the gift that Roger was to us.  I know 
that Laurel and other family are watching on the livestream tonight. Thanks for sharing Roger 
with us.  He was truly a blessing to this community of faith. 

 I want to end tonight with the words on the back of the holy card.  You may know that 
St. Cecilia is the patron saint of musicians.  We pray tonight for her intercession for all those 
who enrich the church with the gift of music as did Roger. 

St. Cecilia, inspire musicians to gladden the hearts of people buy filling the air with God’s gift of 
music reminding them of the Divine Musician who created all beauty. Amen. Alleluia.  

 

 


