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3rd Sunday of Lent A (March 12, 2023 STM: 9:15-First Scrutiny) 
 

Author Philip Yancey once taught a class at his Chicago church. He shared his 
reflections on what he learned while writing The Jesus I Never Knew. Yancey 
observed that the characters that seemed most unsavory were the ones who felt 
most at ease around Jesus. People who found Jesus most appealing included the 
Samaritan woman at the well, a traitorous tax collector, one of Herod’s military 
officers and a woman who, until recently, had been possessed by seven demons. 
        But Jesus received cool receptions from the more respectable people, such as 
the pious Pharisees who criticized him for being uncouth and worldly, and the rich 
young ruler who sadly walked away when Jesus demanded that he sell all his goods 
and give the money to the poor as a prerequisite to following him. 
  Yancey wrote, “I remarked to the class how strange this pattern seemed, 
since the Christian church now attracts respectable types who closely resemble the 
people most suspicious of Jesus on earth.” He wondered, “What has happened to 
reverse the pattern of Jesus’ day? Why don’t sinners like being around us?” 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today the Church celebrates the 
3rd Sunday of Lent and we hear about the Woman at the Well. We do so on this day 
when we celebrate the First Scrutiny with the Elect of the Church.  Through this 
preparatory rite, we will pray that God will bring to the surface all the is weak, sinful 
and defective in the hearts of the Elect and hold up all that is right and good within 
them.  We will continue the Scrutinies for the next two weeks as we hear about the 
Man Born Blind and the Raising of Lazarus. 

It is important for us to understand some context about the encounter at the 
well today: 

• In New Testament times, a Jewish man wouldn’t approach even a Jewish 
woman who was a stranger, in public. The woman at the well wasn’t even 
Jewish. She was a Samaritan, a member of the race Jews despised more than 
any other. More than that, she was a Samaritan woman who, for whatever 
reason, had many husbands. We do not know if this was because died or cast 
her off or something else. We just know she had many husbands and, as a 
result, was not looked on that well by the town. With all of this, Jesus goes to 
her and asks for a drink.  He treats her as a friend. He chooses to go out of his 
way to be with the Samaritan woman. He sought her out. 

• Also important to note is that the time of day is mentioned-noon. Since most 
passages don’t give us a time, we can guess again that it is significant as 
well. Noon would have been the hottest hour – not usually the hour to come to 
the well. So this unnamed woman, coming to the well at noon – suggests that 
she did not want to be around a lot of people.  She’s surprised that Jesus even 
speaks to her. As a rabbi, a teacher, a man, Jesus wouldn’t have initiated 
conversation with a woman in a public place. And as a Jew, Jesus wouldn’t 
have initiated conversation with a Samaritan, as she notes. But Jesus tells her, 
“if you knew the gift of God, and who it is [that is talking to you], you would 
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have asked him, and he would have given you living water. Jesus has come to 
her for a reason.  

• This is the longest recorded conversation by Jesus with anyone in the gospels. 
That should peak our interest. Something important is happening here. 

• Finally, the place where this places is important as well: What is often 
overlooked in the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman is the 
place where the encounter with Jesus takes place: the well. What do you see 
when you look into a well? If you peer down into the inky blackness, all you 
see is darkness. But if you are at the bottom of the well and look up, what do 
you see? Light. Jesus and the Samaritan woman meet at a place where light 
and darkness come together. Each of us is a mixture of light—our desire to 
follow Christ—and darkness—our sin. Jesus is clearly able to look into the 
heart of the Samaritan woman and encourages her to look up and see the 
light. Instead of focusing on her darkness, he focuses on the light within her. 
When we encounter others, rather than look down into the well of their 
darkness and sin, we should look at the light within them, even if it’s only a 
sliver. (Julain Stanz) 

All of this context helps us to understand more and more how pivotal this 
encounter was.  Jesus breaks all kinds of norms to have this encounter. He spends 
quality time with the woman.  He knows her.  He knows her history, her life. With all 
of this in mind, Jesus still goes to her and, in fact, still loves her.  To be known is to 
be loved and to be loved is to be known. Let me say that again: To be known is to 
be loved and to be loved is to be known. 

Jesus’ job was to let the Woman at Well know that she was loved and her life 
was worth living.  Anything in her past could be redeemed.  He was there to take on 
her hurt and offer her healing. He was there to offer her his tremendous love and 
redemption.  Jesus did not care of the cultural barriers-the history of Samaritans and 
Jews-the fact that he was a man and she was a woman, her history or sin or 
whatever. He cared about her. He knew her and Jesus wanted the woman to know 
that he knew her and loved her. To be known is to be loved and to be loved is to be 
known. 
 This is what we say to the Elect of the Church: Christ knows you and loves 
you.  Through baptism, you will know that love even more as you are reborn through 
the sacred waters. You will receive new life in Christ, membership in His Church and 
forgiveness of all sin.  
 To us, the baptized, Jesus speaks as well through his encounter with this 
woman.  Jesus knows us, our hearts, our history, our sin, our hurts, pains and trials.  
And through all of this, Christ loves us, offering us the living water of his mercy and 
grace.    
 So often, we may feel unlovable or unworthy. We may have things from our 
past that have made us think “how could I be loved?” “How could this God love 
someone like me?”    Well, he does. He does. The Church is a place for all of us-a 
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place for people with a past. Jesus hung us with people who had a past.    And he 
offered them a future. A future with him.  He knew and loved them.  To be known is 
to be loved and to be loved is to be known. 
 If I have any important job as a priest, it is to convey the indescribable love 
and mercy of God.  Yes, God always calls us to more, to conversion, to new life in 
Him.  New life is what he offered the Samaritan Woman. New life is what he will 
offer the Man Born Blind and new life is what he will give to Lazarus.  To us, the 
Church gathered here today,  this Jesus meets us at noon at Jacob’s well and tells us 
our story and invites us to drink from a source of water that will not dry up. 
 I can only imagine the joy of the Samaritan Woman after this encounter.  She 
ran off to tell everyone else what had happened.  Notice too that she left her water 
jar behind.  This has been interpreted has her leaving behind her past, her sense of 
unworthiness, her pain, for the new life that Jesus offered her.    We too can leave 
behind whatever it is that holds us bound and drink from the font of life that is 
Christ.    To be known is to be loved and to be loved is to be known. 
Amen. 
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