
 

“Some of the content of this homily is not claimed as original material; it is the fruit of years of reading and 
research. It was created solely for the purpose of an oral proclamation in the context of the liturgy of the Church. 
Every effort has been made to provide the necessary attribution to the authors of the sources.” 

2nd Sunday of Lent A (March 5, 2022 STM: 5:15, 9:15) 

• Chocolate cake                                                

• Pizza 

• Ice cream 

• Twitter 

• Facebook 

• Instagram 

What do all these have in common? Things you may have given up for Lent.  Well, 
how are those going?  Have you indulged in a seven layer chocolate cake, a delicious 
slice of NY Cheese Pizza,  a Resees’ Blizzard? Have you scrolled endlessly?   We are 
only a week and half into Lent so maybe you are good. But as time goes on, it may 
get harder to not give in to your Lenten sacrifice.  (Now, Sundays do not count as 
every Sunday is a little Easter so go crazy today.  Some of you may be Lenten purists 
and, if so, more power to you and don’t write a letter of complaint about me) 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, in Lent we may find ourselves 
doing something out of habit that we had sworn to give up.  We may reach for that 
piece of cake or scroll along the Twitters.   And this is all part of being who we are: 
human.   We recognize that human life is a journey.  Lent is a journey.   We are 
pilgrims.  We are seeking to draw closer to God as we walk through life.  

 Lent calls us to step a bit out of comfort zones.  Lent calls to maybe go into 
places we might not want to be. This could be the place of conversion. We would 
rather stay put in our sin because it feels good, but God calls us to something else, to 
something better. He calls us to move beyond the comfortable, to set out into the 
unknown.   

 This is what Abram was called to do today in the reading from Exodus.  God 
called him to do something that sounds almost impossible: 

“Go forth from the land of your kinsmen…and from your father’s house…to a place I 
will show you.” 

God was calling Abram to leave everything he had known, those he loved and go to 
an unnamed place. He was inviting Abram into his trust, into his blessedness.   
Abram takes a leap of faith and goes.  This is echoed in the psalm we heard today: 

“Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.” 
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 Trust is so important when it comes to a life with God.  Today we heard about 
the Transfiguration of the Lord.  Jesus is changed before the eyes of Peter, James 
and John on Mt. Tabor. He appears in his glorified form with Moses and Elijah-the 
law and the prophets.   Peter wants to preserve the moment, make a tent and stay 
there.  Jesus calls Peter to trust and go down the mountain, to not be afraid.   And 
again, and again Jesus would call his disciples to trust in him, to set out into the 
unknown.  

 I want to tell you about someone who walked this path of trust and faith. In 
the early part of the last century, one of the great witnesses to the faith was a 
Carmelite nun, Sister Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. Most of us know her better as 
Edith Stein. She was born to a German Jewish family in 1891…became an 
atheist…but was baptized a Catholic in 1922. Eleven years later, she entered the 
cloister. And in 1942, she lost her life at Auschwitz. Today she is recognized as a 
saint. 

God asked her to go forth, just as He did with Abram, and she responded – 
venturing into to a world she never foresaw, meeting a fate she never imagined. But 
her devotion and her trust were complete. 

In the early 1930s, she gave a lecture and spoke of what it takes to be a 
Christian. She said: “Whoever belongs to Christ must go the whole way with him. He 
must mature to adulthood. He must one day or other walk the way of the cross to 
Gethsemane and Golgotha.” Hmm, that makes our plan to go without dessert or ice-
cream or Facebook look really bad.  Imagine the Lenten life of Edith Stein.  She went 
to the cross with Christ. 

9:15: today we have with us those who will be received into the full 
communion of the Catholic Church. They are already one with us through baptism 
and have been preparing to become Catholic.  They have journeyed here from 
different paths and have wanted what we have in our Eucharistic Community.  If 
you talk to them, some would tell you that the never thought they would be on the 
brink of becoming Catholic. Some come here with faith that began as a mustard 
seed.  Some were asked to trust that God was leading them somewhere else.  Some 
were asked to take a risk in exploring this Catholic life with us.  But today, they 
become one with us.  They have been led to Christ’s Church, to this place where the 
fullness of truth subsists.  And today they will make a profession of faith, be 
confirmed and receive Holy Communion.   My dear candidates, as you do so, 
remember that Christ will continue to ask you to take risks, to take leaps of faith, to 
trust in him.  You will be called daily to the cross of Christ. You will be called to 
sacrifice, to love without counting the cost and to die to yourself and live for Christ. 
We are happy that you have found us, that you desire this life with us. 
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Each and every one of us is called to go to the cross with Christ. We are called 
to go there to die with him, to share in his suffering so that we might share in his 
resurrection and glory. We have been called, just like Abram, just like St. Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross. Just like the countless others across the ages who have been 
called, following a path laid before them…trusting, faithfully trusting, that God would 
take them where they were meant to go. Some of them were saints. But all were 
sinners, just like us – walking their own way of the cross.  Each of us has our own 
way of the Cross and Lent is meant to perfect Christ within us, to perfect the cross 
within us.  

 On Monday night, we will have our Lenten Evening of Reflection.  Jenny 
Hubbard, who has come home to Chapel Hill this weekend, will share with us her 
own story of being at the cross with Christ.  Jenny, please come up now and speak 
with us a bit about your presentation on Monday.  

 


