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6th Sunday in Ordinary Time B (February 11, 2024 STM: 9:15, 11:15) 
A man goes into a drugstore and asks the pharmacist if he can give him something for hiccups.   
 The pharmacist promptly reaches across the counter and slaps the man across the face. 
 “What did you do that for?!” the man demands. 
 “Well, you don’t have the hiccups anymore, do you?” answers the pharmacist. 
 “No,” the man says, “but my wife out in the car still does.” 
 
 So,  there’s some slim connection to the theme of healing in today’s gospel, but I got 
your attention.  
 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, we come to the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
as we stand on the brink of Lent which begins on Wednesday. As we do so, the Church puts 
before us the story of the Leper who is healed by Jesus.    This leper would have been 
completely ostracized from society.  People would have jeered at him as they passed by.  Those 
who had leprosy had to fend for themselves.  No one wanted to be near them, family and 
friends disowned them, and there was little hope for them to have a meaningful life.  Enter 
Jesus. He comes along and flips the script.  
 The leper comes to Jesus and says “if you wish, you can make me clean,”  The phrasing 
is key. The leper did not demand healing.  He asked that if it was the will of Jesus, let it be done.  
We see this idea of “will” in the Our Father as we pray “thy will be done.”  In Gethsemane, Jesus 
prays “If it is possible, let this cup pas from me; yet not as I will, but as you will.”  The answer 
from Jesus to the leper could have been “no.”  That would have meant many more years of 
suffering and pain and isolation and no one wanting to touch him.  No one to love him.  He 
would have had to continue to beg for the basics of life. On the other hand, if Jesus agreed, the 
leper could once again connect with people and touch others and be touched.    
 Jesus looks with mercy on the leper and heals him.  He touched him and made him 
clean.  I wonder how long it had been since the man was touched by anyone else. If you 
touched a leper, you would have risked getting the disease and being rendered ritually unclean. 
Jesus recognized the leper’s faith and healed him.  
 Three important points for today: 
 First, Touch is very important. We see that in the Church’s sacramental life. As part of 
the Anointing of the Sick, the priest lays hands on the person, he touches him or her.   When I 
lay hands on the sick, sometimes I hear a faint sound. It is a sound of comfort, I think.  It is a 
sound of the comforting presence of the Holy Spirit. The Church lays hands on the person. The 
Church prays for healing and grace. The sound is like when we exhale.  When I lay hands on 
someone, I pray simply, “come Holy Spirit, come and grant healing.”   Touch is important.  You 
know this.   The exile and alienation from simple human affection and touch can be far worse 
than any suffering or illness we are going through.  A simple hug, holding a person’s hand, can, 
if not actually heal the person, help to bridge the gap of their alienation and exile.  Jesus 
TOUCHED, and healing followed.   Imagine the relief of the leper.  Imagine him exhaling as Jesus 
touched him.  Imagine how he felt that now he could touch others. His life was restored to him.  
Jesus comes as one who gives life. As one who restores.  As one who heals.  
 Second, compassion is very important.   Jesus healed the leper because he was 
compassionate.   Now, maybe too many people think Jesus was too compassionate.   He’s too 
soft-hearted….too easy to forgive…too easy to accept people’s shortcoming…too willing to do 
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for people what they ought to do for themselves.   But here is the thing, if Jesus were too 
compassionate, none of us would be here now.   Jesus was willing to accept our shortcomings, 
our sin and he was easy to forgive.  We have a compassionate Christ and we are to be 
compassionate as well.   In the place of rejection, Jesus gave acceptance to the leper.    The 
power of this gospel is that Jesus loved someone who was universally rejected. That says 
something and that is a challenge for us.  
 Third, healing is very important and  is something that all of us can do.  Sure, I as priest, 
am called upon to sacramentally pray for healing. And that is important. People want the priest, 
the Church there when they are sick or dying or when a loved one is sick or drying. Fr. Nicolas 
will tell you how much time we (mainly he as it is one of his chief jobs as parochial vicar) spends 
at the hospital.  There is a power to the sacrament. There is healing in it.  But we can all take up 
this healing ministry of Jesus.  
 A young woman writes of her divorce: 
 “Every time I tell another person that I’m divorced, it feels like admitting to failure right 
up front.  In fact, I’m ashamed to be divorced because it means I’ve failed…The fact that it’s a 
rather public failure, the kind people can discover five minutes after meeting me, just 
compounds the issue…I had never encountered a situation before where I couldn’t make things 
better by trying harder, by sheer force of will and prodigious effort, and it broke me. 
 “I’ll say it again:  it broke me.  I remember rocking back and forth on my couch, in so 
much pain that I couldn’t even cry and could hardly breathe.  But then, one morning in church 
(“of all places”), she came to understand that God had not abandoned her. 
 “I remember the pastor telling us that in the same way that sharks die if they don’t keep 
moving through the water, so we die spiritually if we don’t keep moving forward.  I realized in 
that moment that I had been trying to hold myself still – out of fear, out of a misguided sense of 
loyalty to my spouse, out of anger and pain – and it was killing me spiritually.” 
 Walking out of church, she realized that, even though her life was in shambles, the story 
of her life was far from over.   
 “When my two-year-old son wrapped his arms around my neck on the way to the 
parking lot, they were the arms of God.  Nothing in my life, before or since, has been as great a 
gift as that moment…When we open ourselves to grace, we can experience moments of sheer 
joy in the face of hell.  And when our lives level out again and we’re no longer living moment to 
moment, we can bring that joy back to share with others.  The catch – and it’s a big one – is that 
we can communicate that joy only if we’re willing to communicate our brokenness.” 
 She also discovered something else: “I have a friend from church who recently went 
through a painful separation from her spouse.  When she talked about the confusion, 
loneliness, and desperate hope she suffered, I could listen; when I said, ‘I know,’ she could trust 
that I really did.  And when I told her it would hurt like crazy for a really long time but that it 
would get better, she could believe me.  The people who have helped me the most, too, are the 
people who are willing to admit their failures and their disappointments as well as their 
triumphs and strengths. 
 “I’m not living the life I thought I would – I’m certainly not living the life I had planned – 
but that doesn’t stop me from responding to God’s call at least as well as I could have in the life 
I had idealized.  God doesn’t call us to live perfect, bright, shiny lives.  All God asks of us is to 
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live in grace with honesty and integrity.” (From “The Beauty in Brokenness” by Cynthia Van 
Dyke, Perspectives, March 2005) 
 What does this mean for us?  Well, there are a lot of lepers out there.  We ourselves can 
feel like them.  We may know some.  We have the power to heal each other or at least not 
contribute to the pain and brokenness of others.   Before God, no one is a leper, no one is 
beyond the reach of God’s mercy and compassion; and all of us are sons and daughters of God.  
Be kind to one another.  And include those who are broken.  It will heal our own brokenness as 
well.    Amen.  
 
Portions adapted from: Meghan Larsen-Reidy.  
 


