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By Jim Sliney Jr.
On September 16th Catholic Renewal held a fall reception at the New York Athletic 
Club. The event celebrated members of the Catholic Renewal organization 
particularly, Lisa Donahue of Alix Partners and Susheel Kirpalani of Quinn Emanuel, 
who each received the Saint Francis Service Award for displaying an exceptional 
standard of selfless integrity, humility and charity.
Catholic Renewal is an organization made up of professionals in the corporate 
restructuring industry who have committed themselves to providing charitable 
assistance to the needy. They provide food and support to New York’s families in 
need, regardless of faith.
The ballroom at the NY Athletic Club was filled with nearly 500 industry professionals, 
all gathered for the singular purpose of spreading philanthropy and supporting 
hungry New Yorkers. Funds were raised and donations given, and in the end, 
generous amounts of food donations will end up in the hands of those in need, 
distributed through the capable hands of the Catholic Charities’ Feeding our 
Neighbors program.  

Catholic Renewal Takes a Stand for the Hungry
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I was in Puerto Rico in the beginning of August doing volunteer work as 
part of Comité Noviembre’s, (CN), 13th annual educational trip to Puerto 
Rico. CN is an organization I co-founded 33-years ago to raise awareness of 
Puerto Rico’s rich culture, language, and heritage, and to pay tribute to the 
accomplishments Puerto Ricans have made to this country. In September 
2017, CN launched the Estoy Con Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief Effort with 
its consortium of Puerto Rican leaders, organizations, business partners 
and with Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York, which served 
as fiscal conduit. This effort raised over half a million dollars and has 
provided direct aid and services to over 85 nonprofit organizations 
throughout the island. These organizations deal with issues ranging from 
medical and mental health, education, solar energy, watershed projects, 
food insecurity, HIV/AIDS, homelessness, suicide prevention and many 
basic-human-need services. Grants were also awarded to small businesses 
and micro enterprises to stimulate the economy.  This trip was the third 
humanitarian mission to Puerto Rico.

A Firsthand Account by Teresa Santiago, Catholic Charities NY Spanish Media Consultant

Puerto Rican Ingenuity and Spirit 
Still Rising High and Making History
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Teresa Santiago with Comite Noviembre volunteers building cement frames for new house foundations

On our first day we returned to Hunger Corp., a nonprofit organization that is building 
and restoring 32 homes for victims of Hurricane María in La Hormiga community of 
Dorado. In August 2018, CN volunteers removed debris, power-washed, plastered, and 
painted throughout this area. It was truly gratifying to see the homes we worked on 
last year, completed and move-in-ready for their owners. This year we built the frame 
for the cement that would form the foundation of a new house. Can’t wait to see its 
progress next year!
As the trip continued, I witnessed people from all walks of life - young, old, employed, 
unemployed - waiting for hours on long lines to receive a bag of groceries and a hot 
meal. People were sleeping on the streets of some of the most affluent areas of Puerto 
Rico. Young men were begging for money for food. Situations I had never seen in 
Puerto Rico before. 
By all accounts, the tourist areas of Isla Verde, Old San Juan and Condado are open for 
business and seemingly doing well. But if you travel just a few miles away from these 
areas into the center of the island, the story is totally different and dire. Almost forty 
percent (40%) of Puerto Rico’s residents are either children under 18 or the elderly. 
The minimum wage is $5.08 an hour. The unemployment rate is currently at 7% down 
from 14.99%, partly because almost a million people have left the island, migrating to 
the states after Hurricane Maria. Food insecurity, homelessness, and physical and 
mental health issues are growing daily in Puerto Rico.
Those who have stayed are working to create a new Puerto Rico. What I witnessed in 
there was a community taking control of its future, starting their own micro-
enterprises, using their land, artistic abilities, forming community and business-
collectives to assist neighbors and create sustainability.
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By Jim Sliney Jr
281,000 hectares of land. That’s almost 1,100 square miles. That’s also 
the amount of land that draught has made unusable in the Northern 
Triangle -- Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras -- according NBC 
News and the UN World Food Program. Such impacts to the climate 
result in starvation, food insecurity and a drive to relocate to more 
prosperous lands, like the United States. 
In the northern region of Central America, over 2 million people lack 
adequate food. The World Food Program USA reported that dry spells 
have ruined corn and bean crops in the “dry corridor” of Central 
America (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua). This has 
led 82 percent of families there to sell off farming supplies and 
livestock just to afford food. Emigration from that area increased 500% 
between 2010 and 2015.
This phenomenon, where families are emigrating away from their 
homelands because of either slow or fast climate changes is called 
“Climate Migration.” The World Bank predicts that by 2050, without 
radical action, there will be more than 17 million people migrating 
from Latin America alone. This does not consider political or security 
causes, but rather this will be caused by decreased agriculture, water 
shortages, and rising sea levels.

UN Climate Change Summit: 
Catholic Charities of New York and Global Climate Migration
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Catholic Charities of New York is acutely aware of the impact of 
climate change. In 2017 when hurricanes Maria and Irma caused 
devastation throughout Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, 
Catholic Charities stepped up to help. CCNY collected and 
distributed funds and services to help those who fled those areas 
to come to New York. It launched a Disaster Case Management 
Program to work with federal, state, and local agencies to provide 
disaster relief.

Climate migration impacts New York significantly. New York City is 
one of the three largest urban-destinations for immigrants and 
refugees, along with Miami and Los Angeles. So, CCNY has a lot of 
experience with immigrants and refugees.

Catholic Charities of New York works with these ‘climate refugees’ 
to feed, house, clothe, educate, and offer stability and security to 
those displaced from their home countries. As society better 
understands the needs of the poor, of refugees and immigrants, 
Catholic Charities will be there with love and compassion to help 
the world change.

How is Catholic Charities of New York Participating?



Monday, September 30,  2019 6

September is National Hunger Awareness Month

By John Mark de Palma and Jim Sliney Jr

Catholic Charities of New York is shining a light on this important month, 
using it as an opportunity to give back to the community and increase 
awareness of the many who suffer from hunger throughout the Archdiocese 
– and the numbers would surprise you.

Food insecurity and hunger affects the elderly, working families, veterans, 
immigrants, the disabled and, worst of all, children. In New York State, 
studies found that 21.4% of households with children suffer from food 
insecurity. According to Feeding America, 1 in 9 people struggle with hunger 
in New York, while the ratio of children experiencing hunger in New York is 1 
in 6, despite the fact that an average meal in New York State costs $3.14.

“It is important to know that hunger and food insecurity are closely related, 
but distinct, concepts. Hunger refers to a personal, physical sensation of 
discomfort, while food insecurity refers to a lack of available financial 
resources for food at the level of the household.”

Loaves and Fishes: A Glance at Hunger in New York
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The Catholic Charities Resource

Catholic Charities supports a vast network of soup kitchens food pantries, 
emergency shelters, temporary and transitional housing, and permanent 
affordable housing to help homeless families and individuals in New York. 
Here are some more numbers that would surprise you:

5 million nutritious meals have been served in parish and community food 
programs

4,042,233 meals distributed through food pantries

11,927 families prevented from becoming homeless

The Catholic Charities of NY Food Distribution Center (aka the FOOD HUB in 
the South Bronx) serves as a symbol of help and hope for New York’s 
struggling communities. Each month, up to 100,000 pounds of packaged 
food and fresh produce is accepted and re-distributed up to approximately 
28 food pantries and community kitchens in the Bronx as well as the 
Washington Heights and Inwood areas of Manhattan, making sure families 
receive the food they need.

Hunger and food insecurity impacts many of our neighbors. It’s a big issue 
and many hands and hearts and donations are needed to keep people fed. 
Catholic Charities and our partners can help. 
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Monsignor Kevin Sullivan Celebrates NYC Labor Day 
Parade with Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral

by John-Mark de Palma

Thousands of working women and men, representing over 150 unions and 
labor groups marched in the annual New York City Labor Day Parade up 
Fifth Avenue on September 7th. The parade kicked off after the conclusion 
of a special Mass celebrated at St. Patrick's Cathedral by Monsignor Kevin 
Sullivan, Executive Director of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New 
York.

In his homily, Monsignor Sullivan reminded the faithful that their leaders, 
both in the secular and non-secular worlds, are there to serve and 
help those who are the backbone of society and not vice versa. He said, 
"Jesus responded to his questioners who were critical of his and his 
disciples violating the Sabbath by reminding them of the right priority: 
'The Son of Man is Lord of Sabbath.' This should be a reminder to us in 
both the Church and the labor movement. The Church and its leaders 
exist to serve God, not the other way around. The labor movement and its 
leaders exist to serve working man and women, not the other way 
around.”
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Leading the parade as its Grand Marshal was Elizabeth Schuler, secretary-
treasurer of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (AFL-CIO), alongside Parade Chair Ernest Logan, president 
of the American Federation of School Administrators (AFSA).

In a statement to the Brooklyn Paper, Ms. Schuler said, "This is such an 
exciting time for working people all across the country who are joining 
together and mobilizing on a scale that I’ve never seen,” says Shuler. 
“From teachers and hotel works, to video game developers, and grocery 
store workers, the power of the working people is rising. It will be such an 
honor to be in New York City with workers who lead this charge, and make 
lives better for all working families every day.”

The two photos that appears here were originally featured in 
the article, Faithful Workers, by Chris Sheridan, Catholic New York.



10Monday, September 30,  2019

By Jim Sliney Jr.

On Thursday, October 10th, at 6:00 PM, Father James Martin, SJ 
will be the guest at a special event for the Xavier Society for the 
Blind at Xavier High School’s Keenan Commons, on West 16th 
Street.

This event also celebrates the completion of transition of the 
Xavier Society’s library into digital talking books - audiobooks that 
can be played on devices provided free of charge by the National 
Library Service. As part of this program, the society has also 
upgraded its audiobook recording process, recruiting volunteer 
readers from New York City’s Catholic community through St. 
Malachy’s Actor’s Chapel and Fordham University’s theater 
program at Lincoln Center.

A Conversation With Father James Martin 
At The Xavier Society
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Together 12,000 Volunteers 
Remember 9/11 and Served Those in Need

By Jim Sliney Jr.

September 11th is the National Day of Service and Remembrance and 
the USS Intrepid (CV-11) was transformed into a basecamp for Tomorrow 
Together. Many of the founders of Tomorrow Together (including 
Catholic Charities of New York) came together aboard The Intrepid, 
donned their headcovers and packed meals. Lots of meals! In total, 
Tomorrow-Together’s 12,000 volunteers in 8 different cities packed 2.5 
Million meals this 911Day. These meals serve the hungry, and this year, 
100,000 of those are going toward Hurricane Dorian relief. Catholic 
Charities of New York’s Volunteer Services represented at the Tomorrow 
Together event with 7 tables full of volunteers, joyfully but busily 
building oatmeal meal-kits. The energy in the place was joyous. “The 
reason I participate in this event each year is to be a part of something 
so immensely positive, intelligent and strategically beneficial which 
arose out of an event that was so terribly destructive,” said Damian 
Buzzerio, a Catholic Charities volunteer.
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