
Womanist Theology 

for the Parish

Week 3 : March 20, 2021: "What does Justice Look Like? " - Womanist Theology 
and the Scriptures  

Reading: Womanist Theology p.167 -169



On the Course, Pick a Group

• Week 1 - March 6, 2021: "In Search of  Wholistic Justice" - The History and Proponents of  Womanist Theology

Reading: Womanist Theology p.159-162

• Week 2 - March 13,2021: "Ain't I Also a Woman?" The 4 Elements of  Womanist Theology and their Implications.

Reading: Womanist Theology p.163-166

• Week 3 : March 20, 2021: "What does Justice Look Like? " - Womanist Theology and the Scriptures  

Reading: Womanist Theology p.167 -169

• Week 4 : April 10,2021: " I am a Global Citizen" - Intersectionality : Finding Solutions from the location of  Black Women.

Reading: Womanist Theology p.170-172

• Week 5- April 17,2021 : "Inclusive Social Justice" - Contemporary Womanist Theologians and the Church

Reading: Womanist Theology p.173-176



The Concept of  Location

• Who speaks Truth?

• How do we Know the Whole 

Subject?

• What accounts for the 

Differences in responses?

• What happens when One 

response is imposed on all the 

others as the ONLY TRUTH?



The Ripple Effect of  Growing Your Persona

• A ripple effect occurs when an initial 
disturbance to a system propagates 
outward to disturb an increasingly larger 
portion of  the system.

• What mission from your personal intuition
have you set aside?

• What is one side of  you that is 
underdeveloped? 

• Individual – relationships – community -
society



QUESTIONS FOR GROUP 3

• What Bible stories serve Womanist theology?

• Briefly explain how a story is reconstructed.

• What does “To receive and interpret God in their own 

context” mean?

• What is the importance of  the life, ministry and death of  

Jesus Christ?



TECHNIQUE 
OF 

MINDMAPPING

• Allows to brainstorm 
a topic taking account 
of  all that is relevant

• Groups relevant 
elements into a values 
that determine the 
subject.

• The radial manner
mirrors the way the 
brain stores 
information



SYSTEMIC CONTEXT : THE 
TRIO OF CLASSISM, SEXISM 

AND RACISM
•“For that which He has not assumed He has not healed; but that which is 
united to His Godhead is also saved.” – Gregory of  Nazianzus

• “The difference in color, the difference in our body, our minds, our life, our 
mission upon the face of  this earth, is God given.” Henry Lyon Jr 1961

•Class – Christ is changed From Servant status to Royal Status

• Sexism – Jesus is emphasized over Christ, his maleness over his
humanity.

• Racism – Jesus is presented as a white male

•James Henley Thornwell declared in a famous 1861 sermon, "bondage is its
normal condition." as St Paul says Slaves, obey your human masters, with fear
and trembling and sincerity of hear



ETHICS: WHAT IS WOMANIST JUSTICE?

WOMANIST JUSTICE CONTENTION PROPONENT

Divine Servanthood Christ lived as a divine servant not an enforcer 

of  white, male and economic supremacy

Jacquelyn Grant

Model of  Survival and a productive 

life in the wilderness.

Rejects the Exodus Model of  Black Theology. Delores Williams

Hagar Theology Rejects Liberation Theology. God offers 

survival and hope not liberation.

Delores Williams

Atonement Theology is the fish and 

loaves, shining light and love.

Passion is human defilement not divine will. 

(Mark 12; Mt 21:33-46; Lk)

Delores Williams

Spirituality of  right relations through 

words, touch, and the destruction 

of  evil

Prayer, compassion, faith, and love is to 

replace not to bear with manifestations of  evil.

Delores Williams

“Using Walker's definitions as a foundation for normative discourse in theology and ethics may be a 

gross conceptual error” Cheryl J. Sanders' essay (p.166)



ETHICS: WHAT IS WOMANIST JUSTICE?

WOMANIST JUSTICE CONTENTION PROPONENT

Spirituality of  authority, obedience, 

suffering, liberation, and 

reconciliation.

Moral responses to authority: one that reflects 

community, partnership, and justice over one

that thrives on subjugation and domination. 

Emilie Townes

Theodicy – Humans must be full 

partners with God through more 

just human relationships

It is human activity refusing to collaborate with God 

that causes evil not God’s will.

Several Authors

Academic theology accountable to 

poor and working-class black 

women.

An ecumenical and interdisciplinary model using 

literature, gospel music and spirituals, health care, 

sexuality, and spirituality best explores hope as it is 

yoked to salvation and transformation. 

Several authors

Pastoral Theology of  renunciation, 

inclusivity, and responsibility.

Working through the social stratification in Black 

communities as a moral dilemma.

Marcia Y. Riggs

“Renunciation is the virtue of  giving up one's privilege of  difference—be it class, gender, or race. Inclusivity is both a 

value and obligation in which we cross the lines of  difference to struggle for justice” - Riggs



HAGAR’s STORY 

Genesis 16:1-16; 21:9-21



Tradition Community Spirituality/Self Critique of  

Feminism

1 Be Attentive 

(Data)

Christian 

story

Egyptian servant (16:1 

KJV – Handmaid, NIV 

– Slave) in the Diaspora.  

BLACK

Given by Mistress to 

Husband to bear 

children for couple 

as wife. (16:2)

SURROGACY

No Voice / No 

Opinion/ No 

Choice

White women’s use 

of  black women as 

surrogate mothers.

2 Be Intelligent

(Ideas)

Divine 

Encounter

Hagar’s contempt, 

Abram’s suggestion to 

deal with her. Sarai’s 

harshness

Hagar Flees. LIBERTY

Angel of  the Lord 

Finds her 16:7 in the 

Wilderness. Asks her 

to return and submit

SURVIVAL

Speaks 16:8 Own 

Matriarchal 

promise and 

protection 16:9 

She names the 

Divine /place

The authenticity of  

black women’s 

unmediated 

encounter with the 

Divine.

3 Be Reasonable

(Facts)

Godde can prosper you 

in unworthiness. 

Situations do not foil 

your success, you do.

Godde does the 

publicity of  the 

greatness of  Hagar 

(Gen 21:12-14)

God opened her 

eyes, and she saw a 

well of  water

His mother took a 

wife for him from 

Egypt. (Gen 21:21)  

BLACK WORTH

4 Be Responsible 

(Values)

By looking at your child, 

Reach for your 

inheritance (Gen 21:9-

10)

Family lineage is the 

highest value from 

which all other 

values flow

Develop 

Meditation and 

innerconsciousness

self-reflection

Ishmael and Isaac 

bury Abraham (Gen 

25) VICTORY



THANK YOU 

• Week 4 : April 10,2021: " I am a Global Citizen" - Intersectionality 

: Finding Solutions from the location of  Black Women.

Reading: Womanist Theology p.170-172


