
 

May the Lord watch between me and thee while we are absent one from another. Amen. 
Genesis 31:49 

 

 

  
 

Pentecost 2021 

 

Dear Beloved St. Columba Parish, 
 

Happy Pentecost! Our Pastoral Council has been busy meeting virtually and serving this pandemic 

year.  Here’s our Spring update.  The council made up of 14 lay parish members who serve in an 

advisory capacity to Father Aidan McAleenan, meets annually from August to June.  We are a diverse 

team of pastoral, servant leaders, not an elected parish council.  New members are needed this summer, 

so pray if this is your call to serve!  Please apply, nominate and encourage others to serve. 

 

In August 2020 at our first zoom retreat, we formed five subcommittees: 

1. Community/Social Justice Efforts (Divine Renovation) 

2. Ministry Support & Fair 

3. Ending Racism in the Catholic Church 

4. Parish Council Transparency 

5. Security Measures 

At an upcoming Town Hall, the Pastoral Council hopes to share updates on our efforts.  
 

This past November Maria Creer presented St. Columba’s Five-Year Strategic Plan to the Pastoral 

Council, the result of two years’ work by Maria and committee. We are deeply grateful to them for 

providing this blueprint for the years ahead. We recently held a 3-hour Strategic Plan Retreat to begin 

preparations for understanding the plan and process so many worked hard preparing.  
 

Many of you attended our five-part Fall 2020 Town Hall Series with four Ministry Showcases and a 

Virtual Ministry Fair.  Ministry Fair Part Two is coming in the next 6 months, TBD.  Several got to 

mark the Eve of the Eve of Christmas Eve with a joyful zoom party hosted by Pastoral Council! 

 

We continue collaborating with the Social Action Committee, Kas Neteler and Vernon Whitmore (Co-

Chairs of the Pastoral Council last year), on communicating with the Bishop. We are in the process of 

negotiating dates with the Bishop for a facilitated Town Hall with questions submitted by parishioners in 

advance that can be curated into an interview format.  The tone and tenor is in the spirit of dialogue, 

respect, integrity, deeper understanding, and a desire to be heard and taken seriously. We hope to also 

get a brief “State of the Diocese” opportunity for him to give diocesan updates on the Racial Task Force, 

finances, schools, greater Oakland region, violence prevention, ending systemic racism in the church 

and beyond, and as a moral community.  
 

Our parish saw movement particularly during Advent, as Father Aidan and Bishop Barber shared a 

meal, breaking bread together Italian style with pizza, and paving a way toward the Bishop becoming 

more present at our Parish.  Bishop Barber attended the Cross Ceremony in person on December 31st at 

St. Columba. 
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On behalf of the Oakland Diocese, Bishop Barber formed The Racial Task Force, including five 

members from our parish: Father Aidan McAleenan, Vernon Whitmore, Larry Hancock, Joyce Scotlan, 

and Maurice Harper.  Bishop Barber presided at Mass during the African-American celebration during 

which he read a statement from the task force and will return May 30th for Confirmation. 
 

In 2021, Bishop Barber came to St. Columba in person many times, including twice to receive the 

Covid-19 Pfizer Vaccine, experiencing firsthand the good works of our Health Cabinet’s outreach to 

seniors and the greater community, led by Father Aidan. 
 

Please visit our updated Pastoral Council Web Page, a work in progress, with agendas and timely 

communications.  As always, please reach out to any Pastoral Council member with questions, 

suggestions, concerns feedback, or to go out for serving in this ministry next year.  We are grateful for 

YOU, our Church Family, and this opportunity to serve and minister.  You’re in our prayers. Thank you. 
 

In Servant Leadership, 

 

Pastoral Council Co-Chairs: Art Odom & Cristin Winn Reyes and Members:  Joyce Scotlan, Dr. 

Marianela Carter, Javay Ross, Ruthie Bolden, Audrey Momoh, Godfrey Wilson, Rich Laufenberg, 

Linda Jackson-Whitmore, Dr. Michelle Shute, Kim R. Kelly, Dr. Laurie Porter, and Christopher 

Rudolph 
 

 

 


