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PONDERING THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

A CONSIDERATION OF A FEW TEXTS 
PREPARING FOR THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 

 
PRAYER 

 
… all-powerful and ever-living God, 
we praise and thank you through Jesus… 
for your presence and action in the world. 
 

In the midst of conflict and division, 
we know it is you  
who turn our minds to thoughts of peace. 
Your Spirit changes our hearts: 
enemies begin to speak to one another, 
those who were estranged join hands in friendship, 
and nations seek the way of peace together. 
 

Your Spirit is at work 
when understanding puts an end to strife, 
when hatred is quenched by mercy, 
and vengeance gives way to forgiveness. … 

 
 

Preface 
II Eucharistic Prayer of 
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THE SPIRIT 
 

 Life is not easy, but the doctrine of the Holy Spirit tells us that the full life 
is possible.  Growth is painful, but the doctrine of the Holy Spirit tells us that we 
can still grow.  The intimate vulnerability which is required for love is terrifying, 
but the mystery of the Holy Spirit tells us that with all the agonies and sorrows 
abroad in the world it is a place where it is safe enough to love.  The Holy Spirit 
guarantees it. 
 But the Spirit does not remake us.  The apostles on Pentecost were not 
turned into men they never were before.  Rather they became themselves for 
the first time.  The Spirit called out of them that which was most creative, most 
courageous, most generous, most fully and completely human; and he does that 
to us, too.  The Spirit did not transform Peter and James and John and the rest 
into totally new human beings.  He liberated that which was best in each of 
them.   

Greeley, Andrew M. 
The Great Mysteries 

Crossroad / Seabury, 1976 
pp. 30-31  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Start with my toes 
you old Ghost 
spirit the soles of my shoes 
and teach me a Pentecostal 
Boogaloo 
Sprain my ankles with dancing 
Sandal around my feet, 
to roam with me in the rain 
and feel at home in my footprints. 
 
Oh! look at me spinning, 
Sprinkling, tonguing teaching 
Winsoming wondrous steps 
lift me, how? 
We’d better quit now, 
too all dizzy down giggly  
Stop-you’re tickling 
(my funnybone’s fickle for you) 

 

 
 

Stop-I’ll drop. 
I’m dying, I’m flying 
With your winding my feet and 
legs and waist 
Lassoed 
Stop chasing-I’m racing from you 
 
Don’t catch me 
Do! 
I’ll drown! 
Oh, drown me-most 
For I love you so, 
You old Ghost! 

 
 

Poem for Pentecost 
Nancy McCready 

Ibid. pp. 31-32 
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THE READINGS 
 

THE VIGIL OF PENTECOST 
 

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), 
we have now begun our Pentecost Vigil, 
after the example of the Apostles and disciples, 
who with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, persevered in prayer, 
awaiting the Spirit promised by the Lord; 
like them, let us, too, listen with quiet hearts to the Word of God. 
Let us meditate on how many great deeds 
God in times past did for his people 
and let us pray that the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father sent as the first fruits for those who believe, 
may bring to perfection his work in the world. 
 
Genesis 11:1-9 – It was called Babel because the Lord confused the speech of all the world.  
 

 NOTE 
 

 We suppose the unity of humankind cannot be accomplished apart from 
God.  This invites us to explore the nature of pride and self-satisfying 
accomplishments.  God scatters the peoples by “confusing” their languages.  
Different languages will emerge with different cultures.  Humanity does not find 
oneness in sameness but justice.  Justice is the practical love and compassion 
different people have for one another. 
 This text set the stage for the Pentecost event found in the New 
Testament.  Our oneness in Christ 9born of the out-poured spirit) is not a 
sameness in humanity.  Our differences matter for each of us, in our own way, 
reflects the surprising grace of God.      

 
Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b – The Lord came down upon Mount Sinai before all the people.    
 

NOTE 
 

The festivals of Passover climax in the Sinai event and the giving of the Law 
9word of God).  Moses goes up the mountain to hear the Voice of God.  The Spirit 
makes it possible for us to hear God’s Word in the here and now of our lives. 

 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 – Dry bones of Israel, I will bring spirit into you, that you may come to life.   
 

NOTE 
 

There is more to life than the resurrection of the body.  The breath is essential 
for the person to live, for a people to thrive.  The Spirit of Life (the Breath) is 
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given to the raised up dried bones.  The text provides a vivid content for 
appreciating the breathing for of the Spirit of Jesus on Cross and Pentecost.  New 
life emerges in the context of death and defeat.  This is an intervention of God 
whereby life not death ahs the final word.   

 
Joel 3:1-5 – I will pour out my spirit upon the servants and handmaids.   
 

      NOTE 
 

 If there is a text from the Prophets summarizing the Spirit’s coming in 
definitive terms, it is this text from the Prophet Joel.  Simply compare it to Luke’s 
rendition of the Pentecost event in Acts of Apostles 2: 1-13.  
 There is a universal appreciation of the Spirit (God) in Joel.  The Spirit of 
God is poured out on all flesh!  Human response and belief are always secondary 
to God’s love, mercy, and justice.  
 The passage is filled with doom.  There is always an opportunity in the 
doom and gloom to perceive and respond to the Spirit of God.  The “gloom and 
doom” of this particular text must be see in light of the God who is creator and 
redeemer – the Holy One of Israel.  

  
Psalm 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 – (cf. 30) Lord, send out your spirit, and renew the face of 
the earth.   
 
Romans 8:22-27 – The Spirit intercedes with inexpressible groanings.  
 

COMMENT 
 

 How can we put our trust in something we do not see?” The little excursus on 
“hope” that now intervenes (vv 24b-25) confronts objections of this kind. 
“Hope” is operative, not when what is hoped for is in view, but precisely when 
it is not—when all you have to go on is the word and character of the one making 
the promise. (To take a modern if somewhat banal example: people waiting for 
a bus or train do not really exercise “hope” if they can already discern, however 
faintly, its outline in the distance; it is when their repeated glances detect 
nothing that they can only “hope” for its arrival.) So for believers hope is not an 
optimism based on encouraging aspects of the present situation. The final 
consummation is not in sight, nor (cf. v 26) is it something easily imagined. 
Christian hope, like that of Abraham (4:18-21), involves an unseeing, “enduring” 
(di’ hypomenēs, cf. 5:3-4) expectation in the present, suffering situation. It 
places its trust solely in the faithfulness of God to make good the final 
installment of salvation already pledged through the Spirit. 

 

Byrne, Brendan. Sacra Pagina: Romans (p. 264). Liturgical Press. Kindle Edition. 
 
Alleluia –  Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful  and kindle in them the fire of your love.    
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THE GOSPEL FOR THE VIGIL OF PENTECOST 
John 7:37-39 

Rivers of living water will flow. 
 

37 On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood up and exclaimed, “Let anyone who 
thirsts come to me and drink. 

38 Whoever believes in me, as scripture says: ‘Rivers of living water will flow from within 
him.’” 

39 He said this in reference to the Spirit that those who came to believe in him were to 
receive. There was, of course, no Spirit yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
 
 
COMMENT ON JOHN 7: 37-39 
 

The Evangelist adds that the living waters represent the Spirit, which Jesus was 
to send when he was glorified. This connects with both Jewish and Christian 
convictions. Jewish teachers interpreted Isa 12:3 in its relation to the water-
drawing rite; Sukk. 5:55a cited Jehoshua ben Levi: “Why did they call it (the court 
of the women) the place of drawing water? Because it was from there that they 
drew the Holy Spirit, according to the word: ‘With joy you will draw water.…’ ” 
More importantly, the Evangelist’s comment assumes the basic doctrine that the 
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the kingdom of God, and that while Jesus was the 
instrument of the kingdom through his whole ministry, the crucial event 
whereby the saving sovereignty came among men was the crucifixion-
resurrection of Jesus. The kingdom having come, the Spirit was sent by the 
exalted Lord (20:22), and so the Spirit’s ministry in the world is especially 
directed to that of communicating the life of the kingdom of God to humankind 
(see John 3:3, 5, 6, 8). It is this all-important work of the Spirit in the world that 
prompted the Evangelist’s observation, “The Spirit was not yet, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified” (compare further the teaching on the Paraclete-Spirit in 
chaps. 14–16). 

 
Beasley-Murray, G. R. (1999). John (Vol. 36, p. 117). Word, Incorporated. 
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Mass during the Day 

 

Reading I 
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 2: 1-11 
 

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, 
they were all in one place together. 
And suddenly there came from the sky 
a noise like a strong driving wind, 
and it filled the entire house in which they were. 
Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
which parted and came to rest on each one of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in different tongues, 
as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 
staying in Jerusalem. 
At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, 
but they were confused 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 
They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, 
“Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? 
Then how does each of us hear them in his native language? 
We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 
inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, 
as well as travelers from Rome, 
both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, 
yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues 
of the mighty acts of God.” 
 
 

COMMENT 
 

 Acts 2: 8 is astonishing.  The Pentecostal gift is essentially the gift of being able 
to hear.  It might be a good idea to entertain how transformed us and the world 
might be if we would listen rather than speak.  Our defensive postures become 
offensive if deep and respectful listening is not present.  There is a problem.  
How can the Apostles act before the Spirit is outpoured?  They chose Matthias 
to replace Judas prior to the Pentecostal event.  Could it be that God’s Holy Spirit 
is active and presence in surprising and unexpected ways?  Our “certain” 
doctrines are always subject to God’s truth.      
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Responsorial Psalm 
PSALM 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 
 
R (cf. 30) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
or: 
R Alleluia. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
            O LORD, my God, you are great indeed! 
How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
            the earth is full of your creatures; 
R Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
or: 
R Alleluia. 
May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
            may the LORD be glad in his works! 
Pleasing to him be my theme; 
            I will be glad in the LORD. 
R Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
or: 
R Alleluia. 
If you take away their breath, they perish 
            and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 
            and you renew the face of the earth. 
R Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
or: 
R Alleluia. 
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Reading II 
1 CORINTHIANS 12: 3B-7, 12-13 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
 
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 
there are different forms of service but the same Lord; 
there are different workings but the same God 
who produces all of them in everyone. 
To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for some benefit. 
 
As a body is one though it has many parts, 
and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, 
so also Christ. 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, 
and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. 
 
CONSIDER 
 

… to affirm Jesus’ lordship is to declare that the evil and wrongdoing in 
the world are unacceptable and inappropriate and that God will ultimately 
prevail over evil and reclaim all the world, humans and all creation, for God’s 
own self as beloved and dear. 

Some may think that they are autonomous beings, that they have no lord. In 
reality, however, it is often only the young who think that they are in full control 
of their lives. Persons who “have some miles on them” generally come to realize 
that, in fact, they control less than they might like to dream. True freedom, as 
Paul recognized, comes not in abandoning all lordship—because he thought that 
impossible—but in proper submission in Christ to God, who created us to be in 
relation. All efforts to live as if we have no lord will be a mirage, a fiction, and 
will ultimately fall of their own weight. 

For Paul, even the most basic affirmation, “Jesus is Lord,” is made possible 
by divine assistance—another affirmation of God’s grace. But merely to mouth 
the formula, “Jesus is Lord,” is not of interest to Paul (or to other early Christian 
communities; cf. Matt 7:21–23) without its marking all of our behavior. 

 
Sampley, J. P. (1994–2004). The First Letter to the Corinthians. 

In L. E. Keck (Ed.), New Interpreter’s Bible (Vol. 10, p. 942). 
Abingdon Press. 

 
OR: 
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ROMANS 8: 8-17 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; on the contrary, you are in the spirit, 
if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, 
the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
the one who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
Consequently, brothers and sisters, we are not debtors to the flesh, 
to live according to the flesh. 
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you received a Spirit of adoption, 
through whom we cry, “Abba, Father!” 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, 
if only we suffer with him 
so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
CONSIDER 
 

12.  The body of the faithful as a whole, anointed as they are by the Holy One 
(see John 2:  20 and 27), cannot err in matters of belief.  Thanks to a supernatural 
sense of faith (sensus fidei) which characterizes the People as a whole, it 
manifests this unerring quality when, “from the bishop down to the last member 
of the laity,” it shows universal agreement in matters of faith and morals.  By 
this sense of the faith, aroused and sustained by the Spirit of truth, the people 
of God, guided by the sacred magisterium which it faithfully obeys, receives not 
the word of human beings, but truly the word of God (see I Thessalonians), “the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).  The people unfailingly adheres 
to this faith, penetrates it more deeply through right judgment, and applies it 
more fully in daily life. 

                                Dogmatic Constitution on the Church  
                             Vatican Council II  
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SEQUENCE 
 
Veni, Sancte Spiritus 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
And from your celestial home 
            Shed a ray of light divine! 
Come, Father of the poor! 
Come, source of all our store! 
            Come, within our bosoms shine. 
You, of comforters the best; 
You, the soul’s most welcome guest; 
            Sweet refreshment here below; 
In our labor, rest most sweet; 
Grateful coolness in the heat; 
            Solace in the midst of woe. 
O most blessed Light divine, 
Shine within these hearts of yours, 
            And our inmost being fill! 
Where you are not, we have naught, 
Nothing good in deed or thought, 
            Nothing free from taint of ill. 
Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
On our dryness pour your dew; 
            Wash the stains of guilt away: 
Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
            Guide the steps that go astray. 
On the faithful, who adore 
And confess you, evermore 
            In your sevenfold gift descend; 
Give them virtue’s sure reward; 
Give them your salvation, Lord; 
            Give them joys that never end. Amen. 
            Alleluia. 
 
 
Alleluia 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Gospel 
JOHN 20: 19-23 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
 
 
COMMENT 
 

Jesus gives the gift of the Holy Spirit to make his followers a community in which 
forgiveness is firmly lodged (v. 23). As in the Matthean rabbinic binding-loosing 
texts (16:19 and 18:18 derived ultimately from the shutting and opening 
mandate given to Eliakim, master of the palace, in Isa. 22:22; cf. Rev. 3:7), there 
is the power to forgive and to withhold forgiveness. When Jesus declared, “Your 
sin remains” (9:41, author’s trans.), he was making a statement of fact about the 
blind who would not see. The Spirit of truth would likewise pass correct 
judgments in the realm of sin and righteousness—in effect, judgments of 
condemnation—because those who resisted left the Spirit no choice (see 16:8–
11). Jesus may be doing here what he does in Matthew 28:19 in holding out to 
his church the gift described there as baptism. By the Spirit’s power Jesus is 
making his disciples corporately remitters of sin. Failure to receive such 
remission will come only when this is the sinners’ choice. 

 
Sloyan, G. S. (1988). John (p. 225). John Knox Press. 

 
 
 
OR: 
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JOHN 14: 15-16, 23B-26 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always. 
 
“Whoever loves me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him. 
Those who do not love me do not keep my words; 
yet the word you hear is not mine 
but that of the Father who sent me. 
 
“I have told you this while I am with you. 
The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything 
and remind you of all that I told you.” 
 
 
CONSIDER 
 

If we really believe in the abundantly free working of the Holy Spirit, we can learn so 
much from one another! It is not just about being better informed about others, but 
rather about reaping what the Spirit has sown in them, which is also meant to be a gift 
for us. To give but one example, in the dialogue with our Orthodox brothers and 
sisters, we Catholics have the opportunity to learn more about the meaning of 
episcopal collegiality and their experience of synodality. Through an exchange of gifts, 
the Spirit can lead us ever more fully into truth and goodness. 

 
Francis, Pope (2014-01-06). The Joy of the Gospel: Evangelii Gaudium (pp. 121-122). 

Pauline Books and Media. Kindle Edition. 
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