
Faith in Action East Bay (formerly known as OCO) 
 
 

      
 
 
Since 1972, Oakland Community Organization (OCO) has been a driving force for systemic 

change, racial justice, and economic equity in Oakland. 

 

We Changed Our Name  

On January 1, 2020, we changed our name to Faith in Action East Bay (FIAEB) to reflect 

the move to expand and regionalize our work. We are scaling up the level of our capacity 

to build power throughout the East Bay. Our commitment to faith-based organizing and 

leadership development now encompasses all of Alameda County and Contra Costa 

County. 

 

Our Mission 

Our mission is to develop leaders who build power through their congregations 

and schools to drive systemic change and improve the quality of life for their 

families. 

 

Credential:  Faith in Action East Bay (FIAEB) reflects our growth into building power 

together with community leaders from across Alameda and Contra Costa counties.  



We are a multi-faith, multiracial network made up of more than 23 congregations that 

includes over 25,000 families.  

Faith in Action East Bay leaders organize around the issues that impact our communities, 

including access to affordable housing, excellent public schools, ending mass 

incarceration, civic engagement, and just immigration policies to create family 

reunification. Faith in Action East Bay is a member of the PICO California and Faith In 

Action National Network. We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  

 

           
 

            
 
 

                                   
 



 



 
Key Impacts 
 

• Collected over 5,000 signatures to qualify the Schools and Communities initiative 

for the November 2020 ballot.  

 

• Reduced the number of deaths by guns and shootings in Oakland by half since 

2012. 

 

• Established a Police Accountability Commission to review policies and practices of 

the Alameda County Sheriff’s Department.  

 

• Organizing immigration and naturalization clinics that provide free services and 

critical Know Your Rights information to thousands of community members. 

 

• Deeply involved in actions to turn out voters, bring in funding, and shape budget 

priorities for education like Measure J, Prop 30, Measure N, and BP 3150.  

 

• Secured more than $1.5 million to clean up Oakland’s streets.  

 

• Fostering a narrative change by amplifying the unheard voices in our communities 

and facilitating their empowerment.  

 

 

 

We need you here at St. Columba to be a part of this Faith in Action East Bay group: 

locally we call ourselves a Local Organizing Committee (LOC) We meet monthly to set our 

priorities here at St. Columba. Currently, our priority is gun violence in our community. 

 

Please consider attending our next monthly meeting: 

Contact Meg Bowerman for more details: megbowerman@gmail.com  
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