
SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered 

for both parents and   godparents  

during the months of February, May , 

August, and November . Plan 

accordingly when expecting a child or 

choosing godparents and call 395-

3881 to register for the class or to 

schedule a baptism.  

Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation 

through the Confirmation Program. 

Adults are prepared for Confirmation 

through the R.C.I.A. 

Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 

requires that a couple make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

6 months prior to desired date. 

Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 

rectory to make arrangements for 

Communion and Anointing. 

Rite of Christian Burial - 

Arrangements to be made with a 

priest by the family. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders or 

calling to religious life - please 

contact the priest in order to discern 

God’s will. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) - This process 

is structured to provide information 

for the formation of those who are 

seeking a fuller life as Christians in 

the Catholic Tradition. For 

information, please call the Office of 

Religious Education. 

Religious Education For Children 

Call the Office of Religious Education 

for information about registering 

your child. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Meet the 

second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  

 

Come Lord Jesus Groups -  

Seeking to become closer to God, 

learning more about scripture and 

being spiritually prepared for Sunday 

liturgy….consider joining a CLJ 

Group Call Marguerite Sumrall  

395-5304 for more information. 

 

 January 5, 2020    The Epiphany of the Lord 

Celebration of Holy Mass 
 

Weekdays: 

Mon. Wed. & Fri. 6:30am 

Tues. Nursing Home 9:30am, 

Thurs. 12:10pm  

        

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses begin or 

anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9am - 3pm 

Friday 9am - Noon  
        

Education Office Hour.  
Monday-Thursday 9am to 4pm 

Friday by appointment 
 

New Parishioners 

We welcome you with great joy and 

invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

rectory. 

St. Joseph Bulletin 
 St. Joseph Catholic Church (Established 1848) 

1011 First Street, Patterson, LA 70392 

Summer Weekends : 

Saturday 4:30pm 

Sunday 9am & 5:00pm 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord: 
Journeying with the Magi 

  
            The Solemnity of the Epiphany is 

one of the oldest celebrations of the 

Church, probably even older than the  
celebration of Christmas.  It emphasizes 
that in Jesus all people have been saved 

from the ravages of sin.  The Old  
Testament makes it clear that God loves 
His people.  The Epiphany makes it clear 

that all who reverence God are His people. 
  
            There are three events that the 
ancient liturgies referred to as epiphanies 
or manifestations of the Lord: the homage 
of the magi, the Baptism of the Lord, and 

the changing of water into wine at Cana.  The Eastern and Orthodox Churches  
combine all three events in one celebration.  The Western, the Roman Catholic 

Church, separates the events, focusing on the homage of the magi during the  
liturgical celebration of the Epiphany.  
  
            We call them magi, wise men, and kings.  Which were they?  They were 
probably all three.  The term magi refers to Persian priests who could interpret 
dreams, They were also astronomers and astrologers, people who sought God’s 
message to humans in the stars.  They were probably Kings because their arrival in 
Jerusalem created quite a stir and earned them an audience with Herod.  They may 
have been leaders of various groups of people or of areas of Persia.  We really don’t 
know.  We do know that they were wise men.  A wise man is attuned to the will of 
God and puts it into action.  We always consider that there are three magi because they brought three gifts, one from each magi.  The 

names Balthasar, Melchior and Gaspar appeared somewhere in tradition. 
  
            They sought the newborn King of the Jews.  Now this was Herod’s official title, King of the Jews.  So you could see why they thought 
Herod would know where the baby was.  They assumed that he was a member of the King’s family.  We can also understand why Herod 

was upset.  He recognized the magi’s understanding of the stars and realized that there must be a threat to his position out there,  
somewhere.  He was correct.  There was someone out there who would be called the King of the Jews.  In fact in this same gospel, the 

Gospel of Matthew, this is the title that was put over Jesus’ head when evil crucified Him.  
  
            Regarding the star, the ancients believed that the birth or death of a great person was accompanied by astral phenomena.  Perhaps 
the star was the confluence of the planets Jupiter and Saturn that modern day astronomers theorize occurred around that time. Perhaps the 
star was a comet.  Perhaps it was a supernova.  Or, perhaps, it was, as we often like to show, an angel guiding the magi.  I, myself, prefer 
that last thought.  The way I see it, if the Eternal Son of God, whom the universe could not contain, took on our human nature and become a 

baby for us, well, next to that, an angel becoming a guiding star is a mere sleight of hand. 
  
            Finally, the magi sought to do homage to the newborn king, and did so when they found him in the house in Bethlehem.  Doing  
homage means to make an action of submission before a person of great dignity and authority.  A person would bow or prostrate him-

self.  Homage is the proper attitude of humans before God.  We continue this when we enter Church and genuflect before the Blessed  
Sacrament, or kneel during the Eucharistic Prayer and after receiving communion. 
  
            The magi sought the newborn King of the Jews to do him homage.  We also seek the Lord.  Why?  Why do we seek him? We seek 
him because we want him to be our king.  We want him to be the focus of our lives.  We are not satisfied with just calling upon him when we 
need him in times of crisis and challenge.  We don’t just call out to Jesus when a loved one is hurting, or has died, or when we have strife in 
our family, or when we need help at school or at work.  We call out to him every day to be the center of our lives.  This takes courage and 
determination.  It is easy for us to say, “Lord, I need you here in my life, but not there.  I need you in the hospital, but not when I’m thinking 
about going to that questionable party.”  It is easy for us to ask the Lord to be with us as we care for a sick person, but not with us when we 
go with a person with whom we sin.  We know that we can’t just call upon God some of the time, and ignore him the rest of the time.  We 
don’t want a God who will leave us alone so we can join in with the sin of the world.  We want a God who will help us conquer sin, conquer 

sin in the world and conquer sin in our lives.  
  
            And so, we also, like the magi, do him homage.  We prostrate ourselves before God and we proclaim with our hearts, with our 

words, and with our lives, “You are the 
Holy One.  You are Our God.”  
  
            Like the magi we have undertaken a journey.  It is the journey of our lives.  We journey to those places where the Lord is calling us 
to give witness to the world that He is the true King of the Universe. For our young people the places of their journey may include their 
schools, their colleges and those locations where they begin their adult lives. For our parents, the places of their journey may include each 
place their children need to go, each stage of their children’s lives.  For our retirees the places of their journey include doctors’ offices and 
hospitals, and those places where we can reach out to others finishing the journeys of their lives.  For each of us the places of our journeys 

include locations where people don’t usually go to look for God, like a stable, or a homeless shelter, or a prison or a rehab program. 
  
            Our lives are a journey seeking the Presence of the Lord.  We journey with the magi to those Bethlehems where we can find the 

Lord.  May your journey and my journey be safe, beautiful and full of the love of God.  
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Jan. 11 & 12   Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:                                          Lectors:                                                    Altar Servers: 

 
Sat.   4:30pm   Linda Thomas, Joy Guarisco, Sandra Marshall    Terry Burgess    Alex Haven   

Sun.  9:00am   Bubba Richoux, Anna & Jean Picou     Mary Richoux    Landon Lipari 

Sun.  5:00pm    Keith & Michelle Grimball, Debra Verret    Michael Brocato    Luke Vaccarella 

MONDAY,  JAN. 6      

6:30 A.M:   
 

TUESDAY, JAN. 7 

9:30AM: Nursing Home –   
      

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 8 
6:30 A.M:   
 

THURSDAY, JAN. 9   
12:10 A.M:    

 
FRIDAY,  JAN. 10   

6:30 AM:   
 
SATURDAY, JAN. 11 

4:30 P.M:   Sylvia Felterman,    
 

SUNDAY, JAN. 12   
9:00am:  Floyd Estay, Lennie  & Lula Guzzino,  

For the People of our Parish, Eddie Grow, Beverly 
& Ernest Felterman,  M/M Hugh Brown,  Donald 

Jumonville, Charpentier & Costa fly (living & 

deceased) 

 
 5:00pm:  Beth Verret, Katherine Cardinale,   
Judy Clark, Elsa Y. Parchmont,  Jackie Couture, 
Rosemary Ayres, Wanda Thibodeaux,  John 

DiMatteo 

 
                       Sanctuary Light 

Holy Family 
 
 

  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to 

human error, be assured that God has accepted 

your intention in heaven.   

                Canon Law 94 

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 

repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10     

      
Last Weekend Offerings:    $3330.00 

          

      

Sick Relatives & Friends 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish & 

their caregivers: Stella Saleme, Jason 

Hernandez,  Nicole Hingle, Wilda Cali, Angelle 

Hebert,  Madeline Venable, Iris Roy, Celeste 

Jumonville, Owen Hebert,  Jackie & B.L. Como,  

David Hartford, Lee Michel, Gulley Taylor, Anne 

Broussard, Wilson Bailey,  Cursey Gordon,  Rose 

Johnson, Robert Johnson, Scott Governale, Daisy 

LeBlanc, Gail Smith, Shira Rideau,  John Siracusa, 

Kristen Murphy, Dianne Austin, Terrance 

Overland, Ann Simmions,  Cecilia Lawnicki, Mary 

Fontonet, Christina Murphy, Candy Hoekstra, 

Anna Balance, Sally Rogers, Ora Mae Wilson,  Luke 

Pitre, Barbara L. Vinning, Diane Bonnaffee, Pat 

Vidos,  Ahney Chauvin, Annie Russo, Ann 

Simmons, Frank Guarisco, Josie Moncada, Kevin 

Tabor, Leona Cloud, Melissa Boutte, Linda Horn , 

Verlie Loup, Helena August , Nash Tabor, Mary 

Sehon, Melissa Prince Tarleton, Holly Newbolt, 

Laura Larive, Ed Shilling, Rip& Cheryl Verdin, Clyde 

& Angelina Aucoin, Frank Jones, Norma Amos, 

Jerry Barrileaux, Sandra Grogan, Russel Cardinale, 

Linda Thomas, Bob Opperman, Maritta Race, Angie 

Findley, Kay Olds, John Falgout, Amada Murphy, 

Alice Guzzetta, Joann Landry, Bonnes Guidry, 

Dalton Hilliard Jr., Austin Gabourel, Christine 

Tabor, Ruth Blocker, Troy Broussard,  Charles 

Cortez, Ken & Nadine Montgomery,  Sandy Mire, 

Mary Bellard, Francis Daugherty, Larry Besse, Sr. 

Ruthie Bourgeois 

 
Please call the rectory to add or delete a name 

on the list.  

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  
OF LOUISIANA, 

 UPCOMING EVENTS…  

Father’s Adult Discussion Group :  

  Monday, 6:30pm @ the parish hall. 

 
First Saturday Rosary:  
The Holy Rosary will be prayed before the Vigil Mass in 

church beginning at 4:00 P.M. the first Saturday of each 

month. Please join us. 

                  

Want to convert hearts?...come and pray the 

rosary@ 8:30am every Monday morning in church. 

             

Catholic Daughters will meet the first Thursday of 

each month at 6:00 P.M. in the parish hall. If you  are 

interested in joining please call the rectory.  

 

  Choir Practice  no practice this Wednesday at 
5:00pm in the church.  
 
KC’s Meetings are held  the second Thursday of the 
month @7pm in the parish hall. 
 
Nursing Home Mass Ministry is looking for 
volunteers  to help with Mass each  Tuesday @ 
9:30am  at the nursing home, if you can help please 
call the rectory 395-3616 
 

Class Mass Schedule 2019-2020 
 

 January 
 12-  Kindergarten 
 19-  1st Grade 

 26 -  Confirmation 
 
 March 
 1-  6th Grade 
 8- 7th Grade 
 15-  8th Grade 
 22-  9 & 10 th Grades  

          1st Communion Mass: Sunday, April 19, 9:00 a.m.  
       Confirmation Mass: Sunday, May 3, 9:00 a.m. 

Holiday Schedule ( No Class) 
Dec. 18 & 25 

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 

 

Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 

frankg@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 

 
985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

 Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

    
 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

PATTERSON, LA 

 

Bulletin Ad’s  

Available —  

call the office 

 395-3616 

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

Office of Religious Education & 

Formation  
Mamie Perry  395-3881  stjoedre@teche.net 

    Acadiana Catholic Magazine can 

be found in the entry of church.  

February 

2-  First Communion Class 
9 - 3rd Grade 
16 -  4th Grade 
23 -  5th Grade 

Fr. Wilmer Todd’s book  

“What A Life!” is now available on  

e-book for download and purchase  

at the following address: 

  whatalifetodd.com 

YOU NEED TO KNOW:  Zoroastrianism might seem to some a strange– sounding 

name for a religion until it is noted to have been founded by the ancient Persian spiritual 

leader Zoroaster (also known as Zarathushtra).  It is thought to be one of the world’s 

oldest monotheistic religions (believing in one god).  Some of the beliefs of Zoroastrian-

ism include an ultimate triumph of good over evil, the presence of a soul as well as a 

body, the omnipotence of God (all-powerful), human beings’ free will to choose good or evil, judgment 

following death, the presence of heaven and hell, and the coming of a messiah.  This religion was thought 

to have influenced other religions including later Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism.  While no 

longer common in the world, Zoroastrianism is still practiced in various places, especially in modern -  

day Persia (Iran) and India.  What’s notable about it for us Catholics as we celebrate the Epiphany of  

Jesus is that this is the religion thought to have been practiced by the three Wise Men.   
They were anticipating a Messiah to come into the world, and because they were waiting for Him knew 

the significance of the new star over Bethlehem.  And now you see the connection to our faith and why  

Zoroastrianism is something about which You Need to Know. 

 

 
Many thanks to all of you who participated in the beautiful Christmas liturgies.  Our Church looked 

beautiful—truly fit for a newborn king.   Thanks as well to all for their Christmas kindnesses to me.  
The many prayers, novenas, cards, notes, gifts, and goodies are all very much appreciated by me.  I am 

truly in awe of some of your talents.  Having your prayers and support is a tremendous blessing as we 

enter the twenties.  Thank you and may God bless you abundantly for your goodness and love. 

         

         My love & prayers, 

               Fr. B  


