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THE HOLY YEAR of St. Joseph 

 St. Joseph Catholic Church  

(Established 1848) 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered 

for both parents and   godparents  

during the months of February, May , 

August, and November . Plan 

accordingly when expecting a child or 

choosing godparents and call 395-

3881 to register for the class or to 

schedule a baptism.  

Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation 

through the Confirmation Program. 

Adults are prepared for Confirmation 

through the R.C.I.A. 

Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 

requires that a couple make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

6 months prior to desired date. 

Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 

rectory to make arrangements for 

Communion and Anointing. 

Rite of Christian Burial - 

Arrangements to be made with a 

priest by the family. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders or 

calling to religious life - please 

contact the priest in order to discern 

God’s will. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) - This process 

is structured to provide information 

for the formation of those who are 

seeking a fuller life as Christians in 

the Catholic Tradition. For 

information, please call the Office of 

Religious Education. 

Religious Education For Children 

Call the Office of Religious Education 

for information about registering 

your child. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Meet the 

second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  

 

Come Lord Jesus Groups -  

Seeking to become closer to God, 

learning more about scripture and 

being spiritually prepared for Sunday 

liturgy….consider joining a CLJ 

Group Call Marguerite Sumrall  

395-5304 for more information. 

 

Celebration of Holy Mass 
 

Weekdays: 

Mon. Wed. & Fri. 6:30am 

Tues. & Thurs. 12:10pm  

        

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses begin or 

anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Office closed till April 13  

       

Education Office Hour.  
Office closed till April 13 

 

 
New Parishioners 

We welcome you with great joy and 

invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

rectory. 

Summer Weekends : 

Saturday 4:30pm 

Sunday 9am & 5:00pm 

    Fourth Sunday of Easter:  
The Voice of the Lord 

  
            In the United States, most of our ranches are self-contained.  By 
that, I mean that the rancher has his own fields for crops or grazing and 

his own facilities to care for his livestock.  
            That is not the case in the most of the rest of the world, not just the 
ancient world of Jesus, but even in the modern world.  In much of the 
world, the animals belonging to various families are kept together in a 

large pen.  This is particularly true regarding sheep.  
            Now sheep all look alike, perhaps except to each other.  So if 
there are 200 sheep in a pen, how is a shepherd able to pick out his 50 
sheep? Actually, the sheep do the work.  The shepherd just stands at the 
entrance of the pen and calls to his sheep, or perhaps he just sings to them. His sheep know his voice and follow him out.  If he is 
going through the hills and comes across another shepherd with his sheep going in the opposite direction, the sheep will mingle to-

gether.  Each shepherd will just keep singing or calling, and their own sheep will follow their Master’s voice.  
            Jesus says that he is the Good Shepherd.  His sheep know his voice.  We are His sheep.  We know His voice.  We know if 

something we hear is coming from him or from another source.   
            We know this in many ways. First, we can tell if He is calling us to do something or not do something through our  
conscience.   We know right from wrong.  We do not have to be moral theologians to know that people who post hurtful things about 

others on the internet are doing something very wrong. We do not get our morality from civil law.  We don’t judge the merits of  
something according to whether or not there is a law about it.  Our civil laws must flow from our morality.  Our morality should not be 
determined by our civil law.  A law may be needed to protect society, but right or wrong is not determined by the law; the Voice of God 

determines it.  We also know that whether we are caught or not has nothing to do with whether something is right or wrong.  For  
example, we might be driving in our neighborhood and can see clearly enough that there are no police cars around.  But we don’t 

speed because there may be children outside playing, or folks crossing the street in the middle of the block.  We do not want to  
endanger the life of a little child or another person just because we are in a hurry. There is no law saying that we should look in on the 
elderly man two houses down who didn’t pick up his paper yesterday, but it is the right thing to do.  Right or wrong is determined by 

conscience, not by law.  
            Sometimes people will say, “Catholic guilt” when we do not feel right with something we have done or not done.  They act as 
though the Church is imposing guilt upon them.  That is not true.  Conscience is not imposed upon us from outside of us.  It is within 
us.  A conscience committed to doing the right thing is itself the Voice of the Good Shepherd.  Sure, other voices try to draw us away 
from that which is right, but we listen to the voice we need to follow.  What is imposed upon us from the outside is not guilt, what is 

imposed upon us is the immorality of a society that calls us to follow it instead of follow the Voice of God.  
            Our conscience also speak to us by continually asking us, “How well am I living my Christianity?”  The Christian lives his or 
her Christianity throughout daily life, in the home, at the workplace, in the world.    Many of the young and not so young, make time to 
volunteer in our parish ministries for the poor and homebound, the Pregnancy Center,  or in other ministries such as the Shepherd 
Center, Hospice, the Cold Night Shelter, Project Hope, etc.  You are acting on the voice you hear within you saying, “I have to do 

something to help out. I am only doing what a Christian must do to be a Christian.”  
            Sometimes, we have to perk up our ears to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd.  There are so many distractions in life, that 
we have to listen closely to hear His voice.  That is why we need to make time in our lives for daily prayer.  Those prayers we say at 

night or in the morning every day give us the opportunity to hear His voice and to follow our Shepherd.  
            There are times, though, that we need help discerning the voice of the Lord.  Life is complicated.  We often have to ask  
ourselves, “Is this coming from the Lord or from another source, like my pride or ambition, etc?” Jesus gave us a guide to answer this 

question.  He said, “Check the fruit.”  Actually, he said, “By their fruit you will know them.”  What are the long-range results of an  
action or inaction?  Are they good or bad?  For example, people will say that there is nothing wrong with taking this or that drug.  Look 
down the road apiece.  Have people who have been doing this for years fallen into deeper problems?  Have bad relationships been 

established and good relationships been destroyed?   
            We can still be confused though. Sometimes we need to meet with people who may have insight into the best direction we 

should take in some given situation or other.  So we go to a priest or deacon, or a spiritual director.  Maybe ask a question in  
confession or we make an appointment for a sit down.  We do this to get help with sorting out the complications of life.  This is what 

deacons and we priests do, and we are honored that you share your concerns with us and are asking us to apply the Church’s  
teaching to your situation. We may not have the answers you seek immediately, but we do know where to look.  
            In the second part of the Gospel Jesus adds that not only is He the Good Shepherd, He is the Sheep-gate.  He is our  
protection against thieves and marauders who would steal and destroy our souls.  The New Testament proclaims that all who stay 
united to Christ will live forever.  It makes no difference what other people attempt to do to us, no matter how they attack us.  They 
cannot destroy that Life that He has given us, the Life we celebrate particularly at Easter-time. Nothing can destroy His Life. The 

Sheep Gate protects us from eternal death.  Yes, we may even suffer from a terminal illness that is attacking our body, but, like a  
dying 14 year old boy once told me, “Nothing can take Jesus from me.” We may be in a horrible family situation and be afraid for  
others and for ourselves, but with the Lord, the negativity can become a source of growth as we are determined to find a way to draw 
closer to the Lord through the negatives of our lives.   Or perhaps, we suffer from some form of psychological problem.  We may be in 
recovery, but are continually battling the addiction.  We do not fight alone.  We fight with the Lord, who protects us from the terrors of 

life.   
            Today’s Gospel forces us to ask ourselves, “Whose voice is it that I am following?  Is it the voice of the immoral elements of 

our society?  Is it the voice of the popular but self-absorbed? Or do I follow the voice of the Lord?”    
        

     As always, we pray today for the courage to be Catholic! 
 



MONDAY,  MAY 4      

11:00 A.M:   Sylvia Felterman,   Gertrude 

Bailey, Virginia & Luke Lipari, Floyd Estay,  

Gail Smith, Mrs Melba & Murray Trahan, 

Angelina Brocato, Marie & Anthony Morella, J.P. 

Morella,  Mildred Bernadou, Gail Smith, Rucco 

Guarisco, Nick Accardo, Ronnie Roy, Barcenas 

& Guderian fly, M/M Jake Pl Lipari 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 5     

11:00A.M:  Bill Brasher, Earnest Ganaway 
 

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 6   

11:00 A.M:  Beverly & Ernest Felterman,   

Charpentier & Costa Families,  Beth Verret, 

Katherine Cardinale,   Judy Clark, Elsa Y. 

Parchmont,  Jackie Couture,  John DiMatteo, 

Herman Pellerin Sr., Danny & Norris Broussard 
             

THURSDAY, MAY 7     

11:00P.M: Ramona Bennerfield, Isabel Carlson 

     
FRIDAY,  MAY 8    

11:00 P.M:   no mass 
     
SATURDAY, MAY 9  

4:30pm:   no mass 

   

SUNDAY,  MAY 10 

9:00am:   For the People of our Parish  

          (Living & Deceased) 
               

  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to 

human error, be assured that God has accepted 

your intention in heaven.            Canon Law 94 
 

Watch live :  
St. Joseph’s Masses: Monday thru Thursday 11am 

&  Sunday 9am on our facebook site.   
Cathedral in Lafayette : www.diolaf.org 

EWTN: https://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/sunday-
mass-live 

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

MASS INTENTIONS 

LIVE ON FACEBOOK! 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 

repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10     

      

Last Weekend Offerings:   $3060.00 

 

Sick Relatives & Friends 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish & 

their caregivers: Stella Saleme, Jason 

Hernandez,  Nicole Hingle, Wilda Cali, Angelle 

Hebert, Iris Roy, Celeste Jumonville, Owen Hebert,  

Jackie & B.L. Como,  David Hartford, Lee Michel, 

Gulley Taylor, Anne Broussard, Wilson Bailey,  

Cursey Gordon,  Rose Johnson, Robert Johnson, 

Scott Governale, Daisy LeBlanc, Shira Rideau,  John 

Siracusa, Kristen Murphy, Dianne Austin, Terrance 

Overland,  Cecilia Lawnicki, Mary Fontonet, 

Christina Murphy, Candy Hoekstra, Anna Balance, 

Sally Rogers, Ora Mae Wilson,  Luke Pitre, Barbara 

L. Vinning, Diane Bonnaffee, Pat Vidos,  Ahney 

Chauvin, Annie Russo, Frank Guarisco, Josie 

Moncada, Kevin Tabor, Leona Cloud, Melissa 

Boutte, Linda Horn , Verlie Loup, Helena August , 

Nash Tabor, Mary Sehon, Melissa Prince Tarleton, 

Holly Newbolt, Laura Larive, Ed Shilling, Rip& 

Cheryl Verdin, Clyde & Angelina Aucoin, Frank 

Jones, Norma Amos, Jerry Barrileaux, Sandra 

Grogan, Russel Cardinale, Linda Thomas, Bob 

Opperman, Maritta Race, Angie Findley, Kay Olds, 

John Falgout, Amada Murphy, Alice Guzzetta, Joann 

Landry, Bonnes Guidry, Dalton Hilliard Jr., Austin 

Gabourel, Christine Tabor, Ruth Blocker, Troy 

Broussard,   Ken & Nadine Montgomery,  Sandy 

Mire, Mary Bellard, Francis Daugherty, Larry Besse, 

Sr.,Luby Grimball,  Mathilde Harrington, M /M 

Theonis Harrington, Dr. Charlie Ballay, Ella 

SanMiguel, Ruby & Herman Pellerin, Inger 

Peterson, Denver Jenkins, Paul Ambrose Brown, 

Collin LaSalle, Remi Grace 

 
Please call the rectory to add or delete a name 

on the list.  

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 

 

Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 

frankg@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 

 
985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

 Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

    
 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

PATTERSON, LA 

 

Bulletin Ad’s  

Available —  

call the office 

 395-3616 

             
YOU NEED TO KNOW:  As we’ve now entered the month of May, I decided to take a 

look at how Mary became Our Blessed Mother Mary’s month.  Going back to ancient 

times, it seems the month of May was seen as a time of new life.  This would be especially 

so in the northern hemisphere, where the Catholic Church has its roots.  (Obviously, if 
Louisiana was the Church’s center, the month chosen might’ve been March or “April– thing are getting 

pretty warm here by May.)  In ancient Greek culture the month was dedicated to the goddess Artemis, the 

goddess of fertility.  In Rome, the Romans dedicated the month to Flora, their goddess of blossoms.  Thus, 

we can see a pattern here for honoring someone deemed very special to the culture at this time of year.  

May 1st was considered the start of new growth in medieval times and practices focused upon expelling 

winter abounded.  A thirty-days devotion to Mary developed about this time called Tricesimum, however, it 

was held between mid-August and mid-September.  This was also termed “Lady Month.”  by the 16th  
century St. Philip Neri ( whose memorial is later this month) had begun decorating statues of Mary with 

spring flowers.  About this time, the Lady Month with its thirty-day exercises, became known as Mary 

Month and was moved to May.  As has often happened throughout Church history, previously pagan  
practices were Christianized.  Not only was the month now honoring not a pagan goddess, but rather the 

Mother of God, but other pagan practices such as dancing around a maypole, and processions with flowers 

became Christian practices.  We see in the thirty-day devotions the basis for what became May Devotions 

in our own day and time.  While pagans crowned a May Queen, Mary became the queen of May– and prior 

to the liturgical changes of Vatican II, her queenship was honored on May 31—when we now celebrate her 

Visitation .  The May month of May—a beautiful way of honoring Our Blessed Mother– and something You 

Need to Know. 

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

St. Joseph Parish’s offices will be 

closed till May 15.  
If you have an emergency please 

call  Fr. B at 395-7272 or  

Bobbie at  397-1637 or  

Mamie at 714-1204 
 

God has not abandoned us any more than he abandoned Job.  
He never abandons anyone on whom he has set his love; nor does Christ,  

the good shepherd, ever lose track of his sheep. 

The Pandemic Rosary: 5 Powerful Rosary Devotions Against the 

Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

          Order of the Rosary 

Pope Francis encouraged the faithful to pray the  
Rosary throughout the month of May.  In a Apr. 25 

letter, he said “contemplating the face of Christ with 

the heart of Mary our Mother will make us even 

more united as a spiritual family and will help us 

overcome this time of trial.” 
He requests that families and individuals “rediscover 

the beauty of praying the rosary at home in the 

month of May.” 


