
              May 17, 2020          Sixth Sunday of Easter 

THE HOLY YEAR of St. Joseph 

 St. Joseph Catholic Church  

(Established 1848) 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered 

for both parents and   godparents  

during the months of February, May , 

August, and November . Plan 

accordingly when expecting a child or 

choosing godparents and call 395-

3881 to register for the class or to 

schedule a baptism.  

Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation 

through the Confirmation Program. 

Adults are prepared for Confirmation 

through the R.C.I.A. 

Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 

requires that a couple make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

6 months prior to desired date. 

Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 

rectory to make arrangements for 

Communion and Anointing. 

Rite of Christian Burial - 

Arrangements to be made with a 

priest by the family. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders or 

calling to religious life - please 

contact the priest in order to discern 

God’s will. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) - This process 

is structured to provide information 

for the formation of those who are 

seeking a fuller life as Christians in 

the Catholic Tradition. For 

information, please call the Office of 

Religious Education. 

Religious Education For Children 

Call the Office of Religious Education 

for information about registering 

your child. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Meet the 

second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  

 

Come Lord Jesus Groups -  

Seeking to become closer to God, 

learning more about scripture and 

being spiritually prepared for Sunday 

liturgy….consider joining a CLJ 

Group Call Marguerite Sumrall  

395-5304 for more information. 

 

Celebration of Holy Mass 
 
 

 

        

 
 

 

 

 

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses begin or 

anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Office closed till JUNE 1  

       

Education Office Hour.  
Office closed till  JUNE 1 

 
New Parishioners 

We welcome you with great joy and 

invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

rectory. 

 

 

 

Sixth Easter: God Hears Seventy-six Trombones 
  
            A number of years ago I received the great blessing of being asked to join one of our 
Jesu Caritas Groups.  Jesu Caritas is a priest support group usually made up of five to seven 
members and meeting once a month for prayer, reflection on the month and mutual support. 

We all need people to pray with and support us in our faith, particularly people who face  
similar challenges as we face.  I remember that one of the priests once shared how  
sometimes our spiritual lives are broken, but most of the time our spiritual lives are just 
messy.   Quite often, we go about things in the wrong way.  Quite often we approach God on 
our terms instead of his.  Quite often, we zigzag in our approach to our final union with 
Him.  God sees you also as you are, trying your best, but, sometimes, a bit messy in your 

spirituality.  
            I want to tell you about an old Broadway musical and movie.  It was called The Music 
Man.  The story takes place in rural America, a certain River City exactly, in the last decades 
of the nineteenth century.  The musical begins with a group of salesmen on a train lamenting the success of a scam artist, a so-called 
Professor Harold Hill.  Hill is a salesman who comes into a town and convinces the people that they have a problem and then he uses 
the perceived problem to sell his goods.  So Hill goes to River City, and tells the people that they have a big problem, right there in 
River City.  Their children are on the verge of moral corruption.  A pool hall has been constructed.  Pool halls were notorious in those 
days as places of corruption where bad language became the norm.  Their children in River City were learning bad things.  However, 
he, Professor Harold Hill, just happen to have a great solution to the problem.  The children needed something to do. And he had just 

the thing. He suggested that a healthy release for the kids would be to form a band.  In addition, it just so happened that he could  
supply the uniforms, music and instruments.  He even offered to teach music to the children.  He would make that offer, but usually 

after he was paid for the music, uniforms and instruments; he took off, headed out of town.  However, Harold Hill came upon an  
unforeseen situation in River City.  He fell in love, in love with the town librarian, a certain Marian.  That is right, Marian the  
librarian.  So he found himself saddled with having to teach music to the children, even though he really didn’t know anything about 

music.  In the final scene of the musical, the children gave their first performance for their parents.  They were horrible.  It was a  
complete cacophony.  But the parents thought they were wonderful.  To their parents they were a fantastic marching band playing 

Seventy-six Trombones in the Big Parade.   
            God is like those parents.  God hears the cacophony of our lives, but also sees the determined effort. The results may be 

messy, but the Loving Father joins the parents and saying, “Wasn’t that just wonderful.”  
            So, your marriage and family did not turn out as you wished.  So your career took a detour, two, or seven.  So you did not get 

into that college you wanted.  So we have made bad choices in the past that have left their impact on our lives now.  We all have  
situations that might lead us to think we are broken, but we are not broken.  We are just messy.  We may not be as grand as the ideal, 

but when we play the spiritual instruments of our lives, do you know what God hears?  God hears Seventy-six trombones, not a  
cacophony.  
            Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. 
            Always be ready to give an explanation 
            to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.  
            Those words come from the First Letter of Peter, our second reading.  Peter was a buffoon who tried to walk out on water to 

Jesus but nearly drowned because he lost faith. Peter was a braggart who denied the Lord three times.  But Peter wanted to  
better.  He wanted to serve Jesus.  Eventually, through God’s grace, he conquered his fears;  he controlled his emotions;  he became 

the first Vicar of Christ.   
            We have a reason for hope.  That reason is Jesus Christ.  He loves us more than we can possibly imagine each of us.  He is 
not concerned with whether we produce the perfect result.  He is overjoyed simply in that we are trying to be the best people we can 

be.  
            We are at the end of this very strange school year.  Normally this would be the graduating season, but big commencement 

ceremonies will probably not take place.  Still, the young people preparing to move on to high school, or to college or to start their  
areers are full of enthusiasm.  The basic attitude of most of our children, Teens and young adults is a mixture or happiness,  
excitement, and unlimited potential. It is all infectious.  We see them and know that the world will progress as long as the young keep 

their enthusiasm for life.  They give us hope. We cannot look at our young, from little children on up, and give up on life.  Life is  
beautiful. Just look at these beautiful people about to take life by its horns. They know that they their dreams will come at the price of 

hard work, and they are ready for it.  
            But their enthusiasm for life will drain and our bright lights will become dark unless the young and unless we all, keep our  
focus on the reason for our hope, Jesus Christ.  
            How can we do this? With all the distractions in life, how do we keep our Christian focus?  We do this by dedicating ourselves 

to truth. That is what the Gospel reading tells us.  
            Usually when we think about truth, we consider it as simply not telling a lie.  Well, that is not sufficient.  Truth is more than the 

opposite of saying something that is false.  Truth is a way of life. Living the truth is not just avoiding telling lies, living the truth is  
avoiding living a lie.  Living the truth gives us the ability to live an authentic life. Here is what I mean by all this.  When we focus in on 

ourselves, we are living a lie.  When we make self-gratification the goal of our lives, we are living a lie, the lie that we can make  
ourselves happy.  When we focus on sacrificial love, we are living a genuine, true life.   When we commit ourselves to the sacrificial 

love of the Lord, we are living the profound Truth that happiness comes from Him alone.  
            Today’s readings speak about joy.  There is the joy that new Christians in Samaria had after Philip baptized them.  There is 

the joy that St. Peter tells us is the reason for our hope.  There is the joy that Jesus says comes from the Love of the Father.   
            We Christians are truly eternal optimists.  We may be dying of cancer, we may be in difficult family situations, strained relation-
ships, financially hurting, what have you, but no matter what the situation, we know that if we are true to Christ, He will always be the 

source of our joy.  

            Our lives may be messy at times, but as long as we are trying our best, God does not hear a ca-
cophony.  He hears Seventy-six trombones in the Big Parade. 



MONDAY,  MAY 18      

11:00 A.M:   Sylvia Felterman,   Gertrude 

Bailey, Virginia & Luke Lipari, Floyd Estay,  

Gail Smith, Mrs Melba & Murray Trahan, 

Brocato fly deceased, Ross Grimball Anthony 

Morella, ,  Mildred Bernadou, Gail Smith, Rucco 

Guarisco, Nick Accardo, Ronnie Roy,   

 

TUESDAY, MAY 19     

11:00A.M:  Jakie Couture, Elaine Cremaldi, 

Ross Grimball,  
 

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 20   

11:00 A.M:  Beverly & Ernest Felterman,     

Beth Verret, Katherine Cardinale,   Judy Clark, 

Elsa Y. Parchmont,  Jackie Couture,  John 

DiMatteo,  
 

THURSDAY, MAY 21     

11:00P.M: Ramona Bennerfield, Isabel Carlson, 

Amy Lowey,  

     
FRIDAY,  MAY 22    

11:00 P.M:   no mass  
    
SATURDAY, MAY 23  

4:30pm:   no mass   

SUNDAY,  MAY 24 

10:00am:   For the People of our Parish  

          (Living & Deceased) 
               

  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to 

human error, be assured that God has accepted 

your intention in heaven.            Canon Law 94 
 

Sanctuary Light 
Ross Grimball 

Watch live :  
St. Joseph’s Masses: Monday thru Thursday 11am 
&  Sunday 9am on our facebook site.   

Cathedral in Lafayette : www.diolaf.org 
EWTN: https://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/sunday-

mass-live 

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

MASS INTENTIONS 

LIVE ON FACEBOOK! 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 

repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10     

      

Last Weekend Offerings:   $4110.22 

Sick Relatives & Friends 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish & 

their caregivers: Stella Saleme, Jason 

Hernandez,  Nicole Hingle, Wilda Cali, Angelle 

Hebert, Iris Roy, Celeste Jumonville, Owen Hebert,  

Jackie & B.L. Como,  David Hartford, Lee Michel, 

Gulley Taylor, Anne Broussard, Wilson Bailey,  

Cursey Gordon,  Rose Johnson, Robert Johnson, 

Scott Governale, Daisy LeBlanc, Shira Rideau,  John 

Siracusa, Kristen Murphy, Dianne Austin, Terrance 

Overland,  Cecilia Lawnicki, Mary Fontonet, 

Christina Murphy, Candy Hoekstra, Anna Balance, 

Sally Rogers, Ora Mae Wilson,  Luke Pitre, Barbara 

L. Vinning, Diane Bonnaffee, Pat Vidos,  Ahney 

Chauvin, Annie Russo, Frank Guarisco, Josie 

Moncada, Kevin Tabor, Leona Cloud, Melissa 

Boutte, Linda Horn , Verlie Loup, Helena August , 

Nash Tabor, Mary Sehon, Melissa Prince Tarleton, 

Holly Newbolt, Laura Larive, Ed Shilling, Rip& 

Cheryl Verdin, Clyde & Angelina Aucoin, Frank 

Jones, Norma Amos, Jerry Barrileaux, Sandra 

Grogan, Russel Cardinale, Linda Thomas, Bob 

Opperman, Maritta Race, Angie Findley, Kay Olds, 

John Falgout, Amada Murphy, Alice Guzzetta, Joann 

Landry, Bonnes Guidry, Dalton Hilliard Jr., Austin 

Gabourel, Christine Tabor, Ruth Blocker, Troy 

Broussard,   Ken & Nadine Montgomery,  Sandy 

Mire, Mary Bellard, Francis Daugherty, Larry Besse, 

Sr.,Luby Grimball,  Mathilde Harrington, M /M 

Theonis Harrington, Dr. Charlie Ballay, Ella 

SanMiguel, Ruby & Herman Pellerin, Inger 

Peterson, Denver Jenkins, Paul Ambrose Brown, 

Collin LaSalle, Remi Grace, Paige Feemster 

 
Please call the rectory to add or delete a name 

on the list.  

 UPCOMING EVENTS…  

 
Father’s Adult Discussion Group : no class 

at this time 

 
Confirmation Mass-Wed., June 24 @ 6:30 

p.m. Information regarding practice and mass 

will be given at a later date. More information 

to come.  

 
2020 Summer Bible Camp has been 

cancelled. 

 
Preparations are being made for the upcoming 

CCD year. Information will be given once 

definitive decisions have been made. 

 
 

 

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 395-3616 

 

 

Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 

frankg@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 

 
985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

 Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

    
 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

PATTERSON, LA 

 

Bulletin Ad’s  

Available —  

call the office 

 395-3616 

  YOU NEED TO KNOW: One of the most beautiful symbols of the Easter season and a very  
important part of the Easter Vigil Mass is the Paschal or Easter Candle.  Immediately following the 
blessing of the new fire at the beginning of Easter Vigil Mass the Easter Candle is prepared, blessed, 
and lit and is prominently carried into the darkened church by a deacon or other minister, and placed 

in a prominent location in the sanctuary, representing the light of the Risen Jesus Christ.  The  
Paschal Candle is usually the largest candle by far in the church.   It is always white, the symbol for purity, and may be 
ornamented with various religious symbols.  Certain elements are always to be present on the Easter Candle.  These 
include the cross (which can be carved into the candle if not otherwise present),  the Greek letters “Alpha” and “Omega” 

reminding that God is the beginning and the end of all, and the numbers of the current year.  Five grains of incense  
encased in wax on the ends of pins are pushed into the cross at its ends and center as part of the preparation rite.  
These remind us of the five wounds of Jesus.  Once the preparations of the candle is completed, it is lit from the new fire.  

Altar servers then light the candle held by the congregants from the Easter Candle flame.. The candle is lit at every  
liturgy throughout the Easter season. It continues to be lit throughout the year for Baptisms and Masses of Christian  
Burial.  This is done to remind all of the new life in Christ, first received in Baptism  and the resurrected or eternal life to 

which we are called at the time of our earthly death.  Prior to the revisions of Vatican II the Easter Candle was  
extinguished after the Gospel proclamation on Ascension Thursday.  With our elongated Easter season, it is now carried 
out in procession at the conclusion of Mass on Pentecost Sunday.  Paschal Candles should be made of beeswax and 

are found in many Protestant churches as well as Catholic and Orthodox churches.  A beautiful symbol of the Risen  
Jesus Christ, the Paschal Candle– and something you need to know.  

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

St. Joseph Parish’s offices will be 

closed till June 1.  
If you have an emergency please 

call  Fr. B at 395-7272 or  

Bobbie at  397-1637 or  

Mamie at 714-1204 
 

If you love me, keep my commands.  And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever  John 14:15-16 

Pope Francis prays for families to grow in love and 
respect 
Vatican City, May 15, 2020 / 05:30 am MT (CNA).- Pope Francis prayed 
for the world’s families to grow in love and respect for one another at his 

morning Mass Friday. 
At the start of the Mass in the chapel at Casa Santa Marta, he noted that 
May 15 is the International Day of Families, an annual observance institut-

ed by the UN General Assembly in 1993.  
He said: “Let us pray for families so that the Spirit of the Lord -- the spirit of 

love, respect, and freedom -- may grow in families.” 
In his homily, the pope reflected on the day’s first reading, Acts 15:22-31, 
in which the apostles write to the troubled community in Antioch, advising 
them that pagans are not required to follow Jewish customs in their entire-

ty in order to become Christians.    
Speaking via livestream, he said: “What had happened? These Christians 
who came from the pagans had believed in Jesus Christ and received 
baptism, and they were happy: they had received the Holy Spirit. From 

paganism to Christianity, without any intermediate step.” 
Yet the community was divided because some argued that, in order to 
become Christians, converts must follow the precepts of Jewish law. They 
advocated a “religion of prescriptions” that took away the freedom of the 

spirit, the pope said. 
“Rigidity is not of the good Spirit, because it questions the gratuitousness 
of the Redemption, the gratuitousness of the Resurrection of Christ,” he 

explained. 
Pope Francis said that such rigidity is evident throughout Church history. 
He cited the example of the Pelagians in the 5th century, as well as “some 
apostolic organizations” in our own times that seemed “really well orga-

nized” but were marred by corruption, “even in the founders.” 
“Where there is rigidity there is no Spirit of God, because the Spirit of God 

is freedom,” he said.  
He added: “Justification is free. The death and Resurrection of Christ is 

gratuitous. You do not pay, you do not buy: it is a gift!”. 

Reminder during Mass: 


