
              May 24, 2020          Ascension of the Lord 

THE HOLY YEAR of St. Joseph 

 St. Joseph Catholic Church  

(Established 1848) 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered 

for both parents and   godparents  

during the months of February, May , 

August, and November . Plan 

accordingly when expecting a child or 

choosing godparents and call 395-

3881 to register for the class or to 

schedule a baptism.  

Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation 

through the Confirmation Program. 

Adults are prepared for Confirmation 

through the R.C.I.A. 

Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 

requires that a couple make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

6 months prior to desired date. 

Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 

rectory to make arrangements for 

Communion and Anointing. 

Rite of Christian Burial - 

Arrangements to be made with a 

priest by the family. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders or 

calling to religious life - please 

contact the priest in order to discern 

God’s will. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) - This process 

is structured to provide information 

for the formation of those who are 

seeking a fuller life as Christians in 

the Catholic Tradition. For 

information, please call the Office of 

Religious Education. 

Religious Education For Children 

Call the Office of Religious Education 

for information about registering 

your child. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Meet the 

second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  

 

Come Lord Jesus Groups -  

Seeking to become closer to God, 

learning more about scripture and 

being spiritually prepared for Sunday 

liturgy….consider joining a CLJ 

Group Call Marguerite Sumrall  

395-5304 for more information. 

 

Celebration of Holy Mass 
 
 

 

        

 
 

 

 

 

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses begin or 

anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Office closed till JUNE 1  

       

Education Office Hour.  
Office closed till  JUNE 1 

 
New Parishioners 

We welcome you with great joy and 

invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

rectory. 

 
Mass Times subject to 

change! 

The Solemnity of the Ascension of the 
Lord: The Presence that Matters 

  
            What a huge difference in the two partings of the Lord.  The first time He left 
His disciples was when He died on the cross.  They were stunned.  They were grief 
stricken.  Their hopes crashed.  Their faith waned.  They felt abandoned–for 48 to 72 
hours.  Then He appeared to them in His resurrected body. Shortly after that He left 
them again.  He ascended into heaven.  This time the disciples did not grieve.  Their 
hope and faith was stronger than ever.  He left them to go to the Father so He and the 

Father could send them their Holy Spirit.  The Presence they needed remained. 
  
            The Presence they needed, the Presence we need, is also the only presence 
that matters.  All of us want to lead lives that make a difference in the world.  The only 
way we can do this is to live in the Presence that Matters.  Sometimes we are so 
bogged down in the materialistic aspects of our society that we get tempted to join the 
lie that having possessions will make a difference in the world.  Therefore, we work 
hard not just to provide for others, but also to have the very best of as much stuff as 
possible.  How many families suffer from an abundance of things but an absence of 
the presence of one or both parents, and an absence of the Presence that Matter, the spiritual presence?  How many other families 

celebrate their love with far less material things but with a great spiritual presence? 
  
            I was thinking about the sad life of Bernie Madoff, the Ponzi scheme criminal who became a billionaire by stealing from those 
who trusted in him.  Aside from the criminal aspects of his actions, Madoff had already done serious damage to his family by making 
possessions the goal of his life.  I found it poignant that his mansions in New York City, Montauk Point, Long Island, and Florida as 
well as all the stuff he put into them did not bring his family joy.  They were just places of confined rage.  The presence his family 

needed was the presence of a man of truth and love, a man of God.  Madoff could not or would not provide that for his family. 
  
            You and I have witnessed so many families who are bound together by love not by possessions.  These are the families that 
everyone here works hard to cultivate. You may be able to provide the best possessions for your families, you may not; but you are 
always able to provide that which your family needs, care, concern, and love that remains after the gifts are opened and stored and 

forgotten. 
  
            The Church gives us saints as examples of how to live in the Presence that Matters.  Consider St. 

Therese of the Child Jesus, Therese or Theresa of Lisieux.  She was born Therese Martin, the fifth  
daughter of two very religious people, Louis and Zelie, who themselves would be canonized.  When 
Therese was four, her mother died of breast cancer.  The family remained devout.  On Christmas of 1886, 
when she was 13, Therese felt a deep complete conversion.  She was absolutely convinced that she had 

to give her life for Christ.  
  
            That next summer the French newspapers were full of the stories of a Henri Pranzini who had  
murdered two women and a child.  Pranzini represented all that was indecent in life. He showed no  
remorse for his actions. Theresa prayed fervently for his conversion. Then she read in the newspapers that 
just before his execution, Pranzini grabbed a crucifix and kissed it three times.  Theresa was convinced that prayers had saved 
him.  She wanted to devote herself to praying for others.  The next year her family made a pilgrimage to Rome and Therese met the 
Pope, Pope Leo XIII, and begged him to allow the Discalced Carmelite Nuns to relax the rule that no girl could enter the convent until 
she was 16.  The Swiss Guard carried her off, but eventually, she and the Lord won the battle and she was able to enter the convent 

in Lisieux.  
  
            Therese was only a Carmelite for nine years before her own death in 1897, but during that time, she was a powerhouse of 
prayer. She prayed for priests, many of whom she came to realize were not the spiritual men that the world needed them to be.  Her 
determination to care for the spiritual lives of priests has resulted in her being named the patroness of vocations.  Therese also 
prayed for the missions.  She was overwhelmed by the thought that millions would die without having the opportunity to learn about 
Jesus. She never left the convent, but she is also recognized as a patroness of foreign missions.  Therese’s life filled the world with 
the Presence that Matters.  She is called the Little Flower because her life and her prayers filled the world with the fragrance of God’s 

love.  
  
            Therese wrote about the “Little Way” of doing all things, even the smallest thing, for the glory of God.  Her autobiography, The 

Story of a Soul is one of the great spiritual works of the Church, so much so that in 1997 she was named a Doctor of the Church.  
  
            Sadly, Bernie Madoff’s life, at least to this point, does not matter. His presence has not changed the world for the better.  It has 
done the opposite.  However, Therese’s life does matter.  And so can your life.  And so can my life. Like Therese, we also can make a 
difference in the world.  We can fill the world with the Presence that Matters.  We can and we must unite the world to Jesus Christ 

through our own union to Jesus Christ.  This takes determination.  This takes courage.  This takes love.  We have to have the  
determination to do everything we can for the Lord.  We have to have the courage to be different from those people in the world 
who have no place for God in their lives.  We have to have the courage to be holy.  And we have to have a love of God that is so 

intense that the fire of that love inflames all we meet. 
  
            There is no reason for us to look up into the sky.  We have the Presence we need.  Now we must go out into the world and 

provide others the Presence that Matters.                                         Fr. Joseph Pelligrino 



May 31  Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:                              Lectors:                           Altar Servers: 

 
Sat.   6:00pm   

Sun.  8:00am   

Sun.  10:30am 

MONDAY,  MAY 25      

9:00 A.M:   Sylvia Felterman,   Gertrude Bailey, 

Virginia & Luke Lipari, Floyd Estay,  

Gail Smith, Mrs Melba & Murray Trahan, 

Brocato fly deceased, Ross Grimball Anthony 

Morella, ,  Mildred Bernadou, Gail Smith, Rucco 

Guarisco, Nick Accardo, Ronnie Roy,   

 

TUESDAY, MAY 26     

11:00A.M:  Jakie Couture, Elaine Cremaldi, 

Ross Grimball,  
 

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 27   

11:00 A.M:  Ronnie Roy, Nick Accardo 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 28     

11:00P.M:   Chris Cervantes 

     
FRIDAY,  MAY 29    

11:00 P.M:   no mass  
    
SATURDAY, MAY 30  

6:00pm:   For the Parishioners  

SUNDAY,  MAY 31 

8:00am: Ramona Bennerfield, Isabel Carlson, 

Gertrude Bailey, Virginia & Luke Lipari, Sylvia 

Felterman,  Floyd Estay, Beverly & Ernest 

Felterman,     Beth Verret, Katherine Cardinale,   

Judy Clark, Elsa Y. Parchmont,  Jackie Couture,  

John DiMatteo, Gail Smith, Melba & Murray 

Trahan, Darrell  Perry Jr. 

10:30am:   For the People of our Parish  

          (Living & Deceased) 
               

  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to 

human error, be assured that God has accepted 

your intention in heaven.            Canon Law 94 
Watch live :  
St. Joseph’s Masses: Monday thru Thursday 11am 

&  Sunday 9am on our facebook site.   
Cathedral in Lafayette : www.diolaf.org 

EWTN: https://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/sunday-
mass-live 

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

MASS INTENTIONS 

LIVE ON FACEBOOK! 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 

repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10     

      

Last Weekend Offerings:   $4528.00 

Sick Relatives & Friends 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish & 

their caregivers: Stella Saleme, Jason 

Hernandez,  Nicole Hingle, Wilda Cali, Angelle 

Hebert, Iris Roy, Celeste Jumonville, Owen Hebert,  

Jackie & B.L. Como,  David Hartford, Lee Michel, 

Gulley Taylor, Anne Broussard, Wilson Bailey,  

Cursey Gordon,  Rose Johnson, Robert Johnson, 

Scott Governale, Daisy LeBlanc, Shira Rideau,  John 

Siracusa, Kristen Murphy, Dianne Austin, Terrance 

Overland,  Cecilia Lawnicki, Mary Fontonet, 

Christina Murphy, Candy Hoekstra, Anna Balance, 

Sally Rogers, Ora Mae Wilson,  Luke Pitre, Barbara 

L. Vinning, Diane Bonnaffee, Pat Vidos,  Ahney 

Chauvin, Annie Russo, Frank Guarisco, Josie 

Moncada, Kevin Tabor, Leona Cloud, Melissa 

Boutte, Linda Horn , Verlie Loup, Helena August , 

Nash Tabor, Mary Sehon, Melissa Prince Tarleton, 

Holly Newbolt, Laura Larive, Ed Shilling, Rip& 

Cheryl Verdin, Clyde & Angelina Aucoin, Frank 

Jones, Norma Amos, Jerry Barrileaux, Sandra 

Grogan, Russel Cardinale, Linda Thomas, Bob 

Opperman, Maritta Race, Angie Findley, Kay Olds, 

John Falgout, Amada Murphy, Alice Guzzetta, Joann 

Landry, Bonnes Guidry, Dalton Hilliard Jr., Austin 

Gabourel, Christine Tabor, Ruth Blocker, Troy 

Broussard,   Ken & Nadine Montgomery,  Sandy 

Mire, Mary Bellard, Francis Daugherty, Larry Besse, 

Sr., Luby Grimball,  Mathilde Harrington, M /M 

Theonis Harrington, Dr. Charlie Ballay, Ella 

SanMiguel, Ruby & Herman Pellerin, Inger 

Peterson, Denver Jenkins, Paul Ambrose Brown, 

Collin LaSalle, Remi Grace, Paige Feemster 

 
Please call the rectory to add or delete a name 

on the list.  

 UPCOMING EVENTS…  

 
Father’s Adult Discussion Group : no class 

at this time 

 
Confirmation Mass-Wed., June 24 @ 6:30 

p.m. Information regarding practice and mass 

will be given at a later date. More information 

to come.  

 
2020 Summer Bible Camp has been 

cancelled. 

 
Preparations are being made for the upcoming 

CCD year. Information will be given once 

definitive decisions have been made. 

 

MASS TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE! 

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 

 

Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 

frankg@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 

 
985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

 Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

    
 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

PATTERSON, LA 

 

Bulletin Ad’s  

Available —  

call the office 

 395-3616 

  YOU NEED TO KNOW:  As we have now observed Ascension Sunday, our thoughts and attention 
turn to the Holy Spirit and the birth of our Church which we’ll celebrate once again next weekend at 

Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is, indeed, active in many places in our world, but perhaps it is most  
importantly active in our Mass.  During the Anaphora ( or Eucharistic Prayer) the main celebrart of the 

Mass (priest or bishop) extends his hands over the gifts of bread and wine.  This action and the  
accompanying prayer is known as the “epiclesis.”    This is the calling-down of the Holy Spirit to transubstantiate (or 
change) the ordinary bread and wine into Jesus’s Body and Blood.  Although the priest or bishop has been ordained to 
perform this rite and to offer this sacrifice, it is only by and through the power of the Holy Spirit that this miracle occurs.  
The epiclesis occurs immediately before the dual consecrations in the Roman Catholic Church.  The Orthodox Church, 
however, holds that the transubstantiation happens at the epiclesis—not after it.  Not only does the Catholic Church have 
a visual sign for the epiclesis, there is an auditory sign as well.  A church bell can be rung at the epiclesis symbolizing the 
Holy Spirit’s entrance and presence.  The consecration of the gifts thus becomes one of ( if not the ) greatest Trinitarian 
moments: the Son being sacrificed to the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit.  And all of it is being done for our 
sanctification and our welfare.  How awesome! Epiclesis—an action at the very heart of our Catholic faith—and some-

thing you need to know. 
 
Note:  Following next weekend’s “You Need to Know” we’ll switch to our summer series, “Why Is That?” in which I’ll try 

to answer any questions you may have in any of the various areas of our Catholic faith.  Please be thinking about the  
questions you may have and You can begin to submit them in our mailbox, or drop them by our office. 

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

St. Joseph Parish’s offices will be 

closed till June 1.  
If you have an emergency please 

call  Fr. B at 395-7272 or  

Bobbie at  397-1637 or  

Mamie at 714-1204 
 

Reminder during Mass: 

Any ministers present at these Masses please volunteer to serve! 

Mass Times subject to change! 


