
THE HOLY YEAR of St. Joseph 

 St. Joseph Catholic Church  

(Established 1848) 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered 
for both parents and   godparents  
during the months of February, May , 
August, and November . Plan 
accordingly when expecting a child or 
choosing godparents and call 395-
3881 to register for the class or to 
schedule a baptism.  
Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation 

through the Confirmation Program. 
Adults are prepared for Confirmation 
through the R.C.I.A. 
Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 
requires that a couple make 
arrangements with the pastor at least 
6 months prior to desired date. 
Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 
rectory to make arrangements for 
Communion and Anointing. 
Rite of Christian Burial - 
Arrangements to be made with a 
priest by the family. 
Sacrament of Holy Orders or 
calling to religious life - please 
contact the priest in order to discern 
God’s will. 
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) - This process 
is structured to provide information 
for the formation of those who are 
seeking a fuller life as Christians in 
the Catholic Tradition. For 
information, please call the Office of 
Religious Education. 
Religious Education For Children 
Call the Office of Religious Education 
for information about registering 
your child. 
 
Knights of Columbus - Meet the 
second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  
 
Come Lord Jesus Groups -  
Seeking to become closer to God, 
learning more about scripture and 
being spiritually prepared for Sunday 
liturgy….consider joining a CLJ 
Group Call Marguerite Sumrall  
395-5304 for more information. 
 

Celebration of Holy Mass 
 

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses begin or 

anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  
 Fri. 9am to 12 noon    

Education Office Hour.  
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  
 Fri. 9am to 12 noon    

 
New Parishioners 

We welcome you with great joy and 
invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

Weekday 
Monday thru Thursday  11:00am 
 

Weekend 
Saturday   4:30pm 

Sunday     8:00am & 10:30am 

       May 16, 2021                The Ascension of the Lord  

 The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord: 
Taking on the snakes and poisons of the world. 

                                                                              
            These signs will accompany those who  
believe: in my name they will drive out demons, they 
will speak new languages. They will pick up serpents 
with their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, 
and they will recover."  
            In some of the rural communities of our  
countries, ministers and their congregations take this 
passage literally.  As a test of faith some will plunge 
their hands into a box of rattlesnakes, pull one out and 
hold it in front of the congregation.  Others will drink 
strychnine poison.  Some will survive.  Some will be 
bitten by the rattlers.  Some will die from the  
poison.  Now these simple rural communities view the 
survivors as positive examples of the faith of the entire 
community.  They view those who are bit by the snakes or who die from the poison as 
examples of the weakness of the community’s faith.   
            They are incorrect in interpreting Jesus’ words literally.  He doesn’t want us to 
challenge him to heal us, nor does he want us to put ourselves in unnecessary peril.  But 
they are correct in recognizing that faith in Jesus gives them the ability to conquer the 
evils of the world. And their communities are right when they credit success to the Lord 
and see failure as a result of their lack of faith.  
            But, first, let me say a word about literal interpretations of the Bible.  This form of fundamentalism demands that every word, every 
statement be believed exactly as it is written and read.  For example, the fundamentalists would say that the world was created some 
40,000 years ago because that is the date they best determine from Genesis. If you show them a fossil they would say that it is fake.  They 
get so bogged down in the details that they miss the point of the message: God is the Creator.  Here is a little story that I think would help 
you understand better what is wrong with the fundamental approach to the Bible.  A young Mom takes her five-year-old son to the 
beach.   The Mom keeps an eye on the little one playing in the water, when suddenly the child calls out, “Shark, Shark!” The Mom runs into 
the water to protect the child, and the child just starts laughing.  “This is not funny,” the Mom says, “I need to impress upon you that it is 
wrong to call for help when you don’t need it.”  So she tells the child the story of the boy who called wolf.  You remember, the boy was a 
shepherd and became bored.   He called wolf to get the attention of the townsfolk.  Then he laughed when they came running, all con-
cerned.  He did this twice.  The people came both times, but were furious that he was playing a bad joke.  Then the boy really did see a 
wolf.  He called for help again, only this time no one responded, and he and the flock were attacked.  Now, the Mom tells this story to the 
five-year-old to impress upon him the importance of only calling for help when it is needed.  That is the point of the story. Anything particular 
about the shepherd, or whether he was tending sheep or goat, or where he lived or when he lived or even if it was a boy or girl, none of this 
is important.  All that is important is the message of the story: Don’t call for help when you don’t need it. To get bogged down in the  
incidentals is to miss the purpose of the message.  
            What was the message that Jesus was giving when he mentioned the signs of those who believed?  The message was that they 
could fight and conquer evil in its worst forms.  Jesus used snakes to represent the devil.  His followers, those who believe in him, can take 
on and beat off the devil.  He used poison to represent the evil of the world, not just a poisonous potion, but the poison that is hatred, the 
poison that is materialism, prejudice, the drug culture, the sex culture, polarization, seeing all who disagree with us as enemies, and on and 
on.  Jesus said that his followers would be able to take on the poison of the world and defeat it.  
            Then he ascended into heaven.  Peter and the boys didn’t grieve that he was gone.  Mary Magdalene and the girls didn’t resume 
their crying.   No, they were too busy.  Instead they got to work and proclaimed the wonders and the beauties of Jesus’s life.  The devil 
went after them and all who followed them in full battle array.  He convinced others to torture them and expel them from their communities 
and friends.  He talked some into killing them, but the devil didn’t win.  He couldn’t stop the work of the Kingdom of God.  They beat off the 
snake.  All the evil of the world went to war against Jesus’ followers. The poisons that destroy the soul, that destroy life attacked them.  The 
Christians didn’t go into hiding.  They took on the poison of the world and found a life free of evil, a life of meaning, the Christian life.  
            Jesus ascends to heaven and then says to us: “Get to work.  Fight off the snake, the devil.  Fight off poisons of the world.  You can 
win these victories.  You can win them because I really haven’t left you.  I am with you.  My spirit, the Holy Spirit, strengthens you.  
            We all have poisons that we have to fight off in our lives.  We all have our own demons.  Some are of our own making.  Some are 
imposed upon us by others or by situations beyond our control.  One person wages a continual battle against alcohol.  Another against 
drugs.  One is fighting to be in Christian relationships with others. One must deal with the fact that her family is not what it should be.    
Another is suffering the terror of abuse.  One has physical challenges another has psychological challenges.  All of us are fighting  
selfishness.  These and so many other demons and poisons of the world attack us, but they can’t beat us down.  We will win against the 
evil of the world because we have the greatest weapon there ever was. We possess Jesus Christ.  
            Jesus ascends into heaven and assumes his place as Lord of heaven and earth.  What does that mean, “Lord”?  It means that he 
has the power to win, to beat off evil.  It means that he is in control.  He is our Lord.  He is the one who fights for us and with us.   
            When Jesus ascended into heaven, his followers went on offense.  They didn’t cower in a room, afraid of what the enemies of 
God’s kingdom would do to them.  Instead, they took the battle to the devil.  The gospel puts this so simply: They went forth and preached 
everywhere,” People who would seldom leave their villages, traveled the world to wage the battle of the Kingdom.  They preached  
everywhere.  That’s what we are all called to do. We are called to take the battle to the enemy.  We are called to combat moral evil  
wherever it exists, within us and around us.  We are called give people the Gospel, the good News.  The Good News is this: there is a 
much better life than the one the world paints as ideal. There is a life where every action has meaning.  There is a life of fulfillment.  
This life is the life of the Lord.  That’s the Good News.  Life is infinitely better when it is lived united to Jesus Christ.     
            Snakes will attack.  Poison will be forced down our throats.  But we, the people of the Ascended Lord will beat it all off.  How?   
Well, the gospel explains how in its last words: the Lord worked with them and confirmed the word.  

            We don’t wage this war alone.  We fight with the might of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And with him on  
our side, how can we possibly lose?  

Parish Directory 

 

Mailing Address: 1011 First St.         
 Patterson, LA 70392  

  

Email: stjoepat@cox-internet.com                         

   
 Office / Rectory: 985-395-3616 

 

Fr. Herb Bennerfield,  Pastor ext. 3  ~        

Bobbie Diaz (Office Manager) ext. 4 ~  
Office Fax: 985-395-9129 

 

Education Office: 985-395-3881  

Mamie Perry (DRE) ext. 5 ~                                             
 Education Fax: 985-395-3685 

Email: stjoedre@teche.net 

 
Websites: 

St. Joseph Church  

www.stjosephpatla.org 

 
Diocese of Lafayette          

www.diolaf.org 



May 22 & 23       Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:                   Lectors:                           Altar Servers: 
 
Sat.   6:00pm      Mary Richoux, Bo LaGrange  Mary Frances Cali 

Sun.  8 ;00am         Michael Brocato  Parker Brocato 

Sun.  10:30am       Dr. Rand Dooley  Madalyn & Zachary Landry 

MONDAY, MAY 17 
11:00 A.M. : Curtis Gautreaux Jr, Suzanne 
Lipari, Frank Guarisco, Irene Mouton, Marshall 
Gray, Jackie Couture, Frank Cali Sr., Frank 

Lapari, Chris Costa, Frank Jones, Louis Stuer, 
Louise Smoorenburg, Laura Johnson, Pam Faul, 
Lucille Savoie, Rosemary Nezat, Angeline 
Brocato, Dot Nezat, Mary Jane Cremaldi   

 
TUESDAY, MAY 18    

11:00 A.M.:   Loving Memory Tree intentions, 
Brocato fly, 
 
 WEDNESDAY, MAY 19  
11:00 A.M.: Elaine Cremaldi, Ross Grimball 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 20  

11:00 A.M.:   Curtis Gautreaux Jr. 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 21 
NO MASS  
 
SATURDAY, MAY 22 

 6:00 P.M.:  Wilson & Gertrude Bailey, Luke & 
Virginia Lipari, Frank Guarisco,   Donald & 
Leona Smith, Max Griffin, Graci Andrews, 
,Melba & Murray Trahan, M/M Gulley Taylor, 

Andrew & Lillie romero, Ray & Mary Bellard & 
fly, 
 

SUNDAY,  MAY 23    
8:00 A.M.:   Elsa Y. Parchmont,  John 
DiMatteo, Gail Smith,   Charpentier & Costa 
Fly.,  Smoorenburg & Boumans Fly., Curtis 
Gautreaux Jr.,  
 

10:30 A.M. :   For the People of our Parish  

          (Living & Deceased) 
      

Sanctuary Light 
  Ross Grimball                   

 
  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to 
human error, be assured that God has accepted 
your intention in heaven.            Canon Law 94 

 
Watch live :  
St. Joseph’s Masses: Monday thru Thursday 11am &  

Sunday 8 & 10:30am  on our facebook site.   

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

MASS INTENTIONS 

LIVE ON FACEBOOK! 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 
repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10     

    
Last Weekend Offerings: 4361.00   

Sick Relatives & Friends 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish & 
their caregivers: Stella Saleme,  Wilda Cali, 
Angelle Hebert, Iris Roy, Celeste Jumonville,   

Jackie Como,  David Hartford, Lee Michel,    
Cursey Gordon, Rachel Caprito, Rose 

Johnson, Robert Johnson,  Daisy LeBlanc, 
Russel Cardinale, Linda Thomas, Bonnes 
Guidry,  Austin Gabourel, Ruth Blocker, Troy 
Broussard,   Ken & Nadine Montgomery,  

Barbara Johnson, Agatha Wiggins, Ricky & 
Brenda Lamartiniere, Bud Lange, Joseph 
Gomez, ,  Mary Ann Trosclair, Raymond 
Verret,  Don Cordray, Wilbert Drash, Doug & 
Mamie Perry, Russel Cremaldi, Josie Moncada, 

Lee Felterman, Alanna Sloane, Wineva Acosta, 
Mary Sehon, Kerry Montet Jr, Bryce Solar, 

Dolores Verret, Barbara Guarisco, Kenny 
Leger, Joann Landry,  Diane Singleton, Garnet 
Acosta, Geraldine Dilly, Jamie Credeur, 
Heather Bourque, Samantha McGill, Kirsten 
McGill,  Luther Joseph , Jessica Fariar, Donald 

Sloan, Susan Murray   
 

 

 Father’s Adult Discussion Group :  

  Monday, 6:30pm will meet in the Parish  

Hall   

 

   Catholic Daughters will meet the first 

Thursday of each month at 6:00 P.M. in the 

parish hall. If you  are interested in joining 

please call the rectory.  

       

Eucharistic Adoration First Tuesday of 

each month from 12 noon to  9:00 pm. 

Begins with the Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament at noon, and ends with the 

Benediction at 9:00 P.M. All are welcomed 

and encouraged to come spend some time 

with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Contact Angie Stelly @ 985-759-3154 

 for more information. 

RCIA….Journey of Faith 
 Is RCIA for you? 

 Are you unbaptized? Would you like to be  
       baptized in the Catholic Faith? 

 Are  you baptized in another Christian faith and want 
to explore entry into the Catholic Faith? 

 Are you married to a Catholic and want to learn 

more about your spouse’s faith? 
 Are you a baptized Catholic ,but never  

      celebrated the sacraments of Eucharist or  
      Confirmation? 
If you can say yes to any of these questions and want 

more information, please call the Education Office. 

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 

If interested please 
call the rectory. 

 395-3616 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 
glynnguarisco@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 
 

985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

  

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

Office of Religious Education &  

Faith Formation  

Mamie Perry  395-3881  stjoedre@teche.net 

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

Reminder:  SAFE ENVIRONMENT                         

 All volunteers are asked to update their 

annual safe environment on line this year due to 

the covid guidelines. www.virtus.org    call Mamie 

if you have problems.    Those who need Initial 

training please  contact the office 395-3616. 

You Need to Know:  As we’ve just celebrated the feast of St. Matthias (May 14) I 

thought this to be a good time to review Apostolic succession.  This is one of the basic  
principles of Catholic ecclesiology, also known as the theology of the Church. Remember,  
Jesus chose to establish a church, His Church, and to send the Holy Spirit to guide it spiritually 
from heaven: but He also chose for it to have human leadership on earth as well.  In Matthew 
16:18-19 Jesus makes Simon Peter the first earthly head of His Church.  All four biblical gospels contain accounts 
of the commissioning of all twelve apostles by Jesus  (Matthew 10:1-16, Mark 3:13-19,Luke9:1-6, John20:21).  
Thus, while Peter was selected to be the first Pope, the other Apostles were to become the first bishops of the 
Church.  With the death of Judas Iscariot, Peter discerned the need to fill Judas’s place and thus Apostolic  
Succession, described in Accts1:15-26, began.  Matthias was chosen to fill this vacant position.  Eventually, all of 
the Apostles had successors chosen by them to carry on the mission of the Church as Jesus had planned it to be.  
As Vatican II stated, “The order of bishops is the successor to the college of the Apostles in their role as teachers 
and pastors, and in it the apostolic college is perpetuated.”  There are three major aspects of Apostolic Succession 
that can be considered: 1. The authoritative role of the bishops as teachers of the faith; 2. The sacramental role of 
bishops as “stewards of the mysteries of God; 3. The Apostolic Succession of the bishops manifesting the mystery 
of the Church as a visible institutional organization and a unified mystical communion, the Body of Christ.  Apostolic 
Succession is a wondrous facet of our faith that continues to be handed down from generation to generation.  It’s 
something without which our Church would not exist as we now embrace it– and it’s something you need to know! 
 
* Get your questions ready about your Catholic faith.  In three weeks time Why Is That? Returns as You Need to 
Know goes on summer hiatus. 
 
Summer seminarian on his way:  We’ve just learned St. Joseph’s will be receiving a seminarian this sum-
mer More details of the way! 

*NEXT WEEKEND PENTECOST VIGIL WILL BE AT 6PM  !* 

Reminder during Mass: 

    Acadiana Catholic Magazine can be 

found outside the entry of church.  


