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SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered for 

both parents and   godparents  during 

the months of February, May , August, 

and November . Plan accordingly 

when expecting a child or choosing 

godparents and call 395-3881 to 

register for the class or to schedule a 

baptism.  

Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation through 

the Confirmation Program. Adults are 

prepared for Confirmation through 

the R.C.I.A. 

Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 

requires that a couple make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

6 months prior to desired date. 

Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 

rectory to make arrangements for 

Communion and Anointing. 

Rite of Christian Burial - 

Arrangements to be made with a 

priest by the family. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders or 

calling to religious life - please 

contact the priest in order to discern 

God’s will. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) - This process 

is structured to provide information 

for the formation of those who are 

seeking a fuller life as Christians in the 

Catholic Tradition. For information, 

please call the Office of Religious 

Education. 

Religious Education For Children 

Call the Office of Religious Education 

for information about registering your 

child. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Meet the 

second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  

 

Come Lord Jesus Groups -  

Seeking to become closer to God, 

learning more about scripture and 

being spiritually prepared for Sunday 

liturgy….consider joining a CLJ Group 

Call Marguerite Sumrall  

395-5304 for more information. 

 

Celebration of Holy Mass 

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses  or 

 anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  

 Fri. 9am to 12 noon  

   

Education Office Hour.  
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  

 Fri. 9am to 12 noon    

New Parishioners 
We welcome you with great joy and 

invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

rectory. 

Weekday 
Monday thru Thursday  11:00am 
 

Weekend 
Saturday   4:30pm 

Sunday     8:00am & 10:30am 

  June 27, 2021            Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Thirteenth Sunday: Fear is useless. 
 What is needed is faith 

  
            This Sunday I would like to consider a difficult topic, but one we all have to 

confront, fear.  
            The Miriam Webster’s first definition of fear is that fear is an unpleasant and 
often strong emotion caused by the anticipation of danger. There are many other 
ways that fear can be defined including the prudent use of reason, such as “If I don’t 
study for that test I’m afraid I might fail the class” or “If I have another drink, I’m afraid 
that I might not be able to drive, might get into an accident or might get a DUI.” Fear 
is often used in the Bible as showing reverence such as “the fear of the Lord is begin-
ning of wisdom, “Proverbs 9:10. But for this homily I will stick to the first definition of 

fear a strong emotion in response to an anticipation of danger.  
            Jairus, the Synagogue official, was afraid. He came to Jesus with the plea of a 
desperate Father: his daughter was dying.  Could Jesus please come and heal her.? 
Jesus left immediately. He was momentarily delayed when a lady touched his cloak 
and was healed, but that’s a homily for another day. At Jairus’ house there was a hor-
rible, pitiful scene. People were wailing because the girl had died. Jesus knew that 
her death was only so people could witness the Power of the Gospel. He knew He 
would heal her. What He said to Jairus was supremely significant: “Do not be afraid, 
just have faith.”  I love Luke’s translation in his parallel to Mark’s words: “Fear is use-

less, what is needed is trust.”  
            Fear is useless. What has ever been accomplished through fear? How has 
fear ever helped a situation, no matter how grave it may be? Think about this. When has fear ever led to anything good happening? 
Again, I don’t mean fear used as prudence or as reverence, but fear used as a response to anticipation of danger. A man or woman is 
considering getting serious about a relationship. But he or she is afraid of getting hurt. So the opportunity to grow in love is rejected. A 
man is afraid that he might not be a good husband or a good father, a woman is afraid that she might not be a good wife or a good 
mother, so a new relationship of love is rejected or wonderful reflections of the love of a husband and wife united to the love of God are 
not allowed to come into existence. An intelligent student could take a step into a difficult career, but is afraid that he or she might not 
succeed in the classes, and so a great nurse or doctor or lawyer or engineer never comes into existence. So much is lost because of 

fear. “Fear is useless” the Lord says, “What is needed is faith.”  
            Fear destroys our capacity for faith. When we have faith, we know that no matter what the outcome of a situation may be in this 
world, there is infinitely more to life than what our eyes see. There will be a better outcome than we could ever imagine. If we have faith, 
we know that if a situation does not work out, we will still be a better person for having been in that situation. The old hack that it is bet-
ter to love and lose than never to love is true. People enter into marriage, or in my case become priests, or women become sisters, be-
cause they have faith that God is leading them in a direction which will only turn out positive in the long run no matter what the immedi-
ate result is. I spent 14 years in a religious congregation. Priesthood was always right for me, but I was not a good fit for the religious 
congregation. Still, I am a better priest because of those 14 years and because of that congregation, the Salesians of St. John Bosco. I 
was blessed by not being afraid to join the Salesians, and then blessed by not being afraid to take a step from the secure life they gave 
me.  My story is no different than the story of anyone who refuses to give in to fear. St John of the Cross wrote something that every 
husband here and every wife here and every one of us must have the courage to live in our lives. St John of the Cross wrote, “I went 

without discerning to that for which my heart was yearning.” We must have faith in God to guide us and not be slaves to fear.  
            Nothing good ever flows from fear. Fear destroys faith. Fear is an instrument of the devil tempting us to give up on God and His 
Goodness. Fear tells us to give in to a world that has rejected the Living God.  We can easily become prey of the one who wants to use 
our fear against us. The devil wants us to deny the power of God. He wants us to give up on God. The devil can’t attack God, but he 

can attack us, particularly our trust in God, and he does this through fear.  
            In 2 Tim 1:7 we read:  
God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power and love and self-control.  
            The opposite of fear is courage. The word courage comes from the Latin word for heart, cor, and the Latin word for action, acta. 

Courage is the action of a heart that has faith, that trusts in God.  
            Look at the martyrs. Two of my favorite saints are women, Perpetua and Felicity. They were threatened with every conceivable 
terror if they did not give up their faith in Jesus Christ. Yes, the thought of being thrown to the beasts scared them, but they did not fear 
that they would be left alone in that horrible arena in Carthage in 203. Felicity said, “I will suffer in Christ, and He will suffer in me.” She 

was a woman acting with what her heart told her was true. She was a woman of courage. She was a woman who rejected fear.  
            The great fear that we all must confront is the fear of dying. We know that none of us is going to get out of this life alive, but we 
fear death. The devil uses this particular fear to destroy our faith. He tells us the lie that all is lost if we die. The evil one is trying to get 
us to reject God’s Goodness, to reject heaven. He whispers in our ears that if God is so good and has such good things waiting for us, 
then where is He now when the doctor says we have only a year or two to live, maybe less. But if we keep our eyes focused on heaven, 

if we reject fear and trust in the Lord, if we have faith, then our journey to God will reflect the 
 destination He has prepared for us.  
Melissa and Jonathan David Hesler wrote:  
            I am no longer a slave to fear. I am a child of God. 
            You split the sea so I could walk right through it. 
            You drown my fear in perfect love. 
     You rescue me so I can stand and say, “ I am a child of God.”              
            From the decisions we must make in life to the very end of physical life itself, fear is 

useless. What is needed is faith.  
         Fr. Joseph Pellgrino 

Parish Directory 

 

Mailing Address: 1011 First St.         

 Patterson, LA 70392  
  

Email: stjoepat@cox-internet.com                        
   

 Office / Rectory: 985-395-3616 
 

Fr. Herb Bennerfield,  Pastor ext. 3  ~        
Bobbie Diaz (Office Manager) ext. 4 ~  

Office Fax: 985-395-9129 
 

Education Office: 985-395-3881  
Mamie Perry (DRE) ext. 5 ~                                            

 Education Fax: 985-395-3685 
Email: stjoedre@teche.net 

 

Websites: 
St. Joseph Church  

www.stjosephpatla.org 
 

Diocese of Lafayette          
www.diolaf.org 



July 3 & 4       Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:                   Lectors:                           Altar Servers: 

 
Sat.   6:00pm      Sandra Marshall   Mary Frances Cali 

Sun.  8 ;00am        Bridgette Taylor   Lainey Taylor 

Sun.  10:30am      Mallory Perry   Alex Haven 

MONDAY, JUNE 28   

11:00 A.M. : Curtis Gautreaux Jr, Suzanne Lipari, 

Frank Guarisco, Irene Mouton, Marshall Gray, Jackie 

Couture, Frank Cali Sr., Frank Lipari, Chris Costa, 

Frank Jones, Louis Stuer, Louise Smoorenburg, Laura 

Johnson, Pam Faul, Lucille Savoie, Jim Kleles, Fr. 

Jason Mouton, Tommy McGinnis, Lee Michel, ,  

 

TUESDAY, JUNE 29    
11:00 A.M.:   LOVING MEMORY TREE INTENTIONS 

TOMMY MCGINNIS 

 

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30 

11:00 A.M.:  Lee Michel 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 1  

11:00 A.M.:   Frank Cali St. 

FRIDAY, JULY 2 

NO MASS  

 

SATURDAY, JULY 3 

 4:30 P.M.:  Wilson & Gertrude Bailey, Luke & 

Virginia Lipari, Frank Guarisco,   Donald & 

Leona Smith, Max Griffin, Graci Andrews, Hal 

Thomas, Melba & Murray Trahan, M/M Gulley 

Taylor, Curtis Gautreaux Jr.,   Anthony & 

Josephine Bila,  Suzanne Lipari, Frank 

Smoorenburg, Andrew & Lillie Romero, Ray, 

Mary Bellard & fly.,   Sylvia Felterman, Lee 

Michel, rosemary Nezat, Marie & Anthony 

Morella, JP Morella, M/M Clarfa Boudreaux, 

Desire Migues fly, M/M Andrus LeCompte, 

Mervin Sonnier 

 

SUNDAY,  JULY  4  

8:00 A.M.:   Elsa Y. Parchmont,  John 

DiMatteo, Gail Smith,  Charpentier & Costa 

Fly.,  Smoorenburg & Boumans Fly.,   Curtis 

Gautreaux Jr., M/M Jake P. Lipari, Guderian & 

Barcenas fly,   

10:30 A.M. :   For the People of our Parish  

          (Living & Deceased) 

      

Sanctuary Light 

Ray Vidos Sr. 

               
  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to 

human error, be assured that God has accepted 

your intention in heaven.            Canon Law 94 

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

HOMEBOUND 
If you know of anyone needing someone to 

bring  Holy Communion to their home, 

please call the office 395-3616. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 

repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10     

    

Last Weekend Offerings    $2570.00 

Property & Liab. Fund       $847.00 

Sick Relatives & Friends 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish & 

their caregivers: Stella Saleme,  Wilda Cali, 

Angelle Hebert, Iris Roy, Celeste Jumonville,   

Jackie Como,  David Hartford, Lee Michel,    

Cursey Gordon, Rachel Caprito, Rose 

Johnson, Robert Johnson,  Daisy LeBlanc, 

Russel Cardinale, Linda Thomas, Bonnes 

Guidry,  Austin Gabourel, Ruth Blocker, Troy 

Broussard,   Ken & Nadine Montgomery,  

Barbara Johnson, Agatha Wiggins, Ricky & 

Brenda Lamartiniere, Bud Lange, Joseph 

Gomez, ,  Mary Ann Trosclair, Raymond 

Verret,  Don Cordray, Wilbert Drash, Doug & 

Mamie Perry, Russel Cremaldi, Josie Moncada, 

Lee Felterman, Alanna Sloane, Wineva Acosta, 

Mary Sehon, Kerry Montet Jr, Bryce Solar, 

Dolores Verret, Barbara Guarisco, Kenny 

Leger, Joann Landry,  Diane Singleton, Garnet 

Acosta, Geraldine Dilly, Jamie Credeur, 

Heather Bourque, Samantha McGill, Kirsten 

McGill,  Luther Joseph , Jessica Fariar, Donald 

Sloan, Susan Murray,  Barbara Johnson, Marta 

Bran, Brooke Rhodes 

 

 Father’s Adult Discussion Group :  

  Monday, 6:30pm will meet in the Parish  

Hall   

 
   Catholic Daughters will meet the first 

Thursday of each month at 6:00 P.M. in the 

parish hall. If you  are interested in joining 

please call the rectory.  

       
Eucharistic Adoration First Tuesday of 

each month from 12 noon to  9:00 pm. 
Begins with the Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament at noon, and ends with the 

Benediction at 9:00 P.M. All are welcomed 

and encouraged to come spend some time 

with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 395-3616 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

PATTERSON, LA 

Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 
glynnguarisco@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 

 
985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

  

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

Office of Religious Education &  

Faith Formation  
Mamie Perry  395-3881  stjoedre@teche.net 

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

WHY IS THAT?  A parishioner asks: “In the spiritual life, what does it mean 

‘surrendering to God’?” 
A rather thought-provoking question, indeed, is this one.  Having just come from the beach I'll 
have to get the little gray cells working again.  Actually, watching the waves roll ashore re-
lentlessly is a good reminder of things larger than ourselves, which goes right to the heart of 
this question.  Human being were created by our God with a vast supply of abilities and gifts.  

But probably the greatest single gift from God we’re born with is free will. Surrendering to God simply means  
surrendering our human free will to the divine will of God.  It is a disposition to want for our lives what God wants for 
us.  Simply-yes; hard to accomplish -most definitely.  First, we have to believe in God-yes, there is a god.  Then, 
God created me. Once we have those basics down it’s easier to believe that God created us for a purpose (beyond 
living with Him forever in the world to come).  There are things that God wants each of us to accomplish in this 
world that are meant for no one else to achieve.  If we can get this far in our beliefs, we probably have a rather 

strong faith.  At this point we become aware that we need to stay close to God (as near as possible) in order to  
discern what exactly (more or less) God wants from us.  Certainly, we have to trust that god wants what is truly best 

for us.  Surrendering our will to God then can take place.  As an example, I’ve often times encountered in the  
sacrament of Reconciliation those who ask me to pray that God sends the right person in their life to marry.  They 
have been praying for this themselves to no avail.  This is not surrendering one’s life.  I tell them to pray if you want 
me to be married, God, then send some appropriate into my life.  We have to be open to the possibility that what we 
want in not what God wants for us.  By this time in my own life I thought I’d have been a grandfather having long 
ago acquired wife, children, house, dog, cat, etc.  And I might likely have attained those ( all goods, by the way) if I 
hadn’t let God lead my life into a very different direction.  It’s certainly not where I thought I’d be when I was young, 
but I can honestly say I truly believe this is what God wants me to do and to be.  For those who are struggling with 
surrendering to God, I ask you to review the steps outlined above– pray over each step, talk to Jesus-ask Him to 
make you more open to God’s will, and always seek to remain close to Him (for us Catholics, live the sacramental 
life of the Church).  It may be scary for some, but ultimately surrendering to God will bring us His peace and our 

greatest happiness.  Try it! 

 

 TWO GRAVE SITES  

FOR SALE  

IF INTERESTED 

 PLEASE CALL 985/498-1912 

CCD Registration  
Family registration forms have been mailed out.  

We welcome students from Kindergarten to 11th 

grade. If you are a new family and would like to  
register your child for the upcoming year, forms can be 

found in the back of the church or by visiting our  

website  stjosephpatla.org . 

 

Early registration has begun!  

June-July 31 $20 per child     August 1- $25 per child 

Scholarships provided for those who need it. 
Please follow us on social media for updates. We ask 

returning families to look for information updates on 

the  GroupMe app.  

 

PARENT ORIENTATION  

August 25th 6:00 p.m.  K-10th grades 

 

Confirmation Family Orientation  

Sept. 1, 2021   6:00 p.m. 


