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SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered for 

both parents and   godparents  during 

the months of February, May , August, 

and November . Plan accordingly 

when expecting a child or choosing 

godparents and call 395-3881 to 

register for the class or to schedule a 

baptism.  

Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation through 

the Confirmation Program. Adults are 

prepared for Confirmation through 

the R.C.I.A. 

Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 

requires that a couple make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

6 months prior to desired date. 

Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 

rectory to make arrangements for 

Communion and Anointing. 

Rite of Christian Burial - 

Arrangements to be made with a 

priest by the family. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders or 

calling to religious life - please 

contact the priest in order to discern 

God’s will. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) - This process 

is structured to provide information 

for the formation of those who are 

seeking a fuller life as Christians in the 

Catholic Tradition. For information, 

please call the Office of Religious 

Education. 

Religious Education For Children 

Call the Office of Religious Education 

for information about registering your 

child. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Meet the 

second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  

 

Come Lord Jesus Groups -  

Seeking to become closer to God, 

learning more about scripture and 

being spiritually prepared for Sunday 

liturgy….consider joining a CLJ Group 

Call Marguerite Sumrall  

395-5304 for more information. 

 

Celebration of Holy Mass 

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses  or 

 anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  

 Fri. 9am to 12 noon  

   

Education Office Hour.  
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  

 Fri. 9am to 12 noon    

New Parishioners 
We welcome you with great joy and 

invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

rectory. 

Weekday 
Monday thru Thursday  11:00am 
 

Weekend 
Saturday   4:30pm 

Sunday     8:00am & 10:30am 

      August 22, 2021           Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Twenty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time:  
Floating with the Lord 

  
            In the second book of his science fiction trilogy, Perelandra, C. S. Lewis presents 
a Paradise being tempted by evil.  But instead of painting a lush Garden of Eden, as 
the Book of Genesis paints, C. S. Lewis presents a planet with a huge sea on which 
there are floating islands.  The waves on that planet are so large that the floating islands 
go up and down with the swell.  Sometimes an entire island is on the bottom of the swell 
and the ocean is a wall.  Anyone on the island would not be able to see anything other 
than the island or the sea.  Sometimes an entire island is on top of the waves, and an 
inhabitant of the island cold look out and see the world just as someone here on earth 
might see the world from the top of Pike’s Peak or Mount Everest. Everything on Pere-
landra is beautiful.  There are dolphin like fish in the sea that spout water the colors of 
the rainbow. The floating islands are lush and   green. The fruit on the islands is so deli-
cious that the first inclination one has after he or she takes a bite, is to eat some and then 
pick and hoard as much as possible.  
            An explorer from earth named Ransom lands on one of the islands on a trip to what he thinks is Venus.  He find far more than he  
expected. After adjusting to his island, Ransom notices off in the distant water a human form. As his island floats closer he sees that it is a 
woman traveling from island to island on the back of the dolphin like creatures. She is tall. She is beautiful.  And she is green. He would later 
learn that she was Trindiri, the queen of the planet and with her husband the King, its only human inhabitants.  All would seem to be ideal, but 
then Ransom sees a dragon flying through the skies.  He realizes that this wonderful world is under attack by the forces of evil.  “Why do you 
sleep on this floating island?” the dragon calls out to the beautiful green lady.  “Because God has told us to trust in Him,” she responds.  “But 
you would be much safer if you slept on solid land instead of a floating island,” the devil responds.  “Look, over there is a continent.  It doesn’t 
float, it just sits there.  Why do you risk everything trusting in God. You should sleep on solid ground.” And so, C. S. Lewis presents the  
ancient quandary of man: To trust in what he or she sees or to trust in God. To trust in the spiritual which cannot be seen, or to trust in the 
physical which our eyes can focus on.  
            I won’t tell you the ending of Perelandra, because the C. S. Lewis trilogy is worth reading and reflection.  Instead, I want you to  
consider this, the disciples of the Lord are presented in John 6 as on a Perelandra.  They loved hearing the words of the Lord.  They loved 
experiencing the warmth of His Presence.  They had just eaten bread He multiplied.  They had seen him heal people.  They had heard about 
His Kingdom.  What was even better, they had heard Him call them to be leaders in His Kingdom. But now Jesus had given them a teaching 
that demanded their absolute trust in Him, their absolute faith in Him, even though this teaching was completely against what their eyes, ears 
and senses were telling them.  He told them that He was the Bread of Life.  He told them that they needed to eat His Flesh and drink His 
Blood for them to have eternal life.   
            For some of the disciples, this was too hard to accept.  They left the island of trust.  They were convinced that the spiritual would not 
make such outlandish demands on their senses.  They left Jesus and returned to their previous lives.  The Twelve told Jesus what was  
happening.  Perhaps they were implying that Jesus tone down His teaching some.  Maybe they were just pointing out that the Lord was losing 
followers. Whatever. The fact is that Jesus was not going to rescind a word.  He came to make the spiritual real. He came to bring a reality to 
the world that was beyond the capacity of man to understand.  He came to bring the Gifts of God that were far greater than man’s fondest 
hopes.  He would not compromise the truth.  “Will you go, also, Peter,” he asks the leader of his Twelve.  “Lord, where can we go, you alone 
have the words of eternal life.”  And with that confession of faith, Peter stays on the floating island of hope and faith.  He did not know with his 
senses how it is possible for Jesus to give His Body and Blood for the food they would need for the journey to God. Peter did not know with 
his senses, but he knew with his heart that all was beautiful with Jesus and that it would be infinitely foolish to trust in the senses rather than 
trust in the Lord.  
            And Jesus said in today’s gospel, “It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is to no avail.  The words I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life.”  
            We are called to believe in the Lord, to trust in Him.  We are called to stay on the floating island of faith rather than to trust in our own 
ability to make sense of the world.  We are called to give an infinitely greater credence to the spiritual we cannot see over the material we can 
see.  We are called to faith.  
            It is quite normal for us to go through periods of doubting the teachings of the Lord.  It is normal for us to ask, “How is God only one,  
if the Father is God, the Son is God and the Spirit is God?”  It is quite normal for us to ask: “How can Jesus be both fully God and fully 
man?”  It is quite normal for us to ask: “How can this bread and wine, material objects before the Mass, now be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ?”  It is quite normal for us to want to stand on the material world of our senses and ignore the new world of the spiritual.   
            When these types of doubts come to our mind, be they flashing through, or lingering and challenging us, we need to stop and  
consider the Gifts of the Lord.  We need to reflect on our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We reflect on the wonders He provides that are beyond our 
imagination, too good to be true, but, yes, they are true. We are children of God. We think about the peace that we have when we are united 
with Him and the chaos we have when we turn from Him.  And, so, we trust completely in the Lord.  We trust Him over our own senses.  We 
trust that floating on the island of faith is infinitely better than standing on the material ground of physical senses. For what else can we 
do?  Where else can we go?  He alone has the words of eternal life.  
            And so we believe.  We believe in that which we do not see.  We believe in that which our human senses cannot reveal.  We believe 
in the Lord, in His Love, and in His teaching.  We believe that God exists for eternity in a Trinity of Persons.  We believe that the Second Per-
son of this Trinity became man to restore the spiritual to the physical, to restore man to his rightful place in the spiritual world, and we believe 
He gave us His Body and Blood, the Eucharist, as both an intimate sharing in His Presence and a union of all believers into the eternal swell 
of His love.  
            And we come to Church this Sunday and pray as we pray every day of our lives, we pray the prayer of the father of the epileptic boy in 
Mark 9:24 whom Jesus asked, “Do you believe?” We join this man and pray, “I do believe, Lord, but help those parts of me that do not be-
lieve.” We are human, yes, but we have been entrusted with the mystery of the Divine. We have been given the Gift of the Eucharist.  

                        Today we pray, as we do every day, for faith. 

DEDICATION OF OUR CEMETERY CIRCLE AND PARISH HALL 
Sunday, September 5 @ 3pm 

Bishop Deshotel presider 



Aug 28 & 29       Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:                   Lectors:                           Altar Servers: 

 
Sat.   4:3 0pm       Bo LaGrange  Russel Family         

Sun.  8 ;00am               Mary Richoux  Zachary Landry 

Sun.  10:30am             Shannon Freeman  Luke Vaccarella 

MONDAY, AUG. 23   

11:00 A.M. : Curtis Gautreaux Jr, Suzanne Lipari, 

Frank Guarisco, Irene Mouton, Marshall Gray, Jackie 

Couture, Frank Cali Sr., Frank Lipari, Chris Costa, 

Frank Jones, Louis Stuer, Louise Smoorenburg,  

Laura Johnson, Pam Faul, Lucille Savoie, Jim Kleles,  

Fr. Jason Mouton, Tommy McGinnis, Lee Michel,  

David Hartford, Glynn Jumonville Sr, Marta Bran, 

Edith Grezaffi, Randy Verret, Chad Felterman, 

Anthony Morella, Angel Rose, Bernice Accardo 

 

TUESDAY, AUG. 24    
11:00 A.M.:   Loving Memory Tree intentions 

FRANK CALI SR. 

 

 WEDNESDAY, AUG. 25 

11:00 P.M.: Curtis Gautreaux Sr 

 

THURSDAY, AUG. 26  

11:00 A.M.:  Dylan Young 

 

FRIDAY, AUG.27 

NO MASS  

 

SATURDAY, AUG. 28 

 4:30 P.M.:  Wilson & Gertrude Bailey, Luke & 

Virginia Lipari, Frank Guarisco,   Donald & 

Leona Smith, Max Griffin, Graci Andrews, Hal 

Thomas, Melba & Murray Trahan, M/M Gulley 

Taylor, Curtis Gautreaux Jr, Glen Jumonville Sr., 

Sylvia Felterman, Andrew & Lillie Romero, Ray, 

Mary & Bellard fly, 

 

SUNDAY,  AUG 29  

8:00 A.M.:   Randy & Beth Verret, Elsa Y. 

Parchmont,  John DiMatteo, Gail Smith,  

Charpentier & Costa Fly.,  Smoorenburg & 

Boumans Fly.,   Curtis Gautreaux Jr., David 

Hartford, Wanda Thibodeaux  

10:30 A.M. :   For the People of our Parish  

          (Living & Deceased) 

      

Sanctuary Light 

    Randy Verret  

 

              
  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to 

human error, be assured that God has accepted 

your intention in heaven.            Canon Law 94 

 

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 

repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10     

    

Last Weekend Offerings   $3282.00 

Property & Liability         $734.00 

Sick Relatives & Friends 
 

Please pray for the sick of our parish & 

their caregivers: Stella Saleme,  Wilda Cali, 

Angelle Hebert, Iris Roy, Celeste Jumonville,   

Jackie Como,  Cursey Gordon, Rachel Caprito, 

Rose Johnson, Robert Johnson,  Daisy LeBlanc, 

Russel Cardinale, Linda Thomas, Bonnes Guidry,  

Austin Gabourel, Ruth Blocker, Troy Broussard, 

Ken & Nadine Montgomery,  Barbara Johnson, 

Agatha Wiggins, Ricky & Brenda Lamartiniere, Bud 

Lange, Joseph Gomez, ,  Mary Ann Trosclair, 

Raymond Verret,  Don Cordray, Wilbert Drash, 

Doug & Mamie Perry, Russel Cremaldi, Josie 

Moncada, Lee Felterman, Alanna Sloane, Wineva 

Acosta, Mary Sehon, Kerry Montet Jr, Bryce Solar, 

Dolores Verret, Barbara Guarisco, Kenny Leger, 

Joann Landry,  Diane Singleton, Garnet Acosta, 

Geraldine Dilly, Jamie Credeur, Heather Bourque, 

Samantha McGill, Kirsten McGill,  Jessica Fariar, 

Donald Sloan, Susan Murray, Brooke Rhodes, 

Melanie Lipari, Ronald Berry, Randy Ledet,  Jan 

Fabre, Ray Rentrop, Jacquline Hebert, Kim Hanks, 

Rip & Cheryl Verdin, Holly Besse, Rose Lipari, 

Jason Percle 

 
Please call the rectory to add or delete a 

name on the list.  

 Father’s Adult Discussion Group      

  Monday, 6:30pm will meet in the Parish Hall  
      

Eucharistic Adoration First Tuesday of each 

month from 12 noon to  7:00 pm. Begins with 

the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at noon, 

and ends with the Benediction at 7:00 P.M. All 

are welcomed and encouraged to come spend 

some time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Contact Angie Stelly @ 985-759-3154 

 for more information. 

             
Catholic Daughters will meet the first 

Thursday of each month at 6:00 P.M. in the 

parish hall. If you  are interested in joining please 

call the rectory. Catholic Daughters are 

collecting  monetary donations for snack baskets 

for our area Hospitals and clinics that have been 

working hard during the covid pandemic, if you 

would like to contribute, a basket is at the back 
of church or contact the rectory. 
 

  SAFE  ENVIROMENT  

SEPT. 14 @ 6;30pm  PARISH HALL 

                                                                                                                             

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 395-3616 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 
glynnguarisco@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 

 
985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

  

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

Office of Religious Education &  

Faith Formation  
Mamie Perry  395-3881  stjoedrepat@gmail.com 

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

WHY IS THAT?  A parishioner asks: “Why is it that we are obligated to receive Holy Communion (the Eucharist) only 

one time per year, but we are obligated to attend Mass every week on Sunday? 
 
An interesting question here– the obligation to keep holy the Lord’s Day precedes the Last Supper and Jesus’s establishment of 
the Eucharist by some 1,400 years—more or less.  This was enshrined by God, Himself, in the tablets of the Ten Command-
ments, known to the Jewish people as the Law.  It’s the third commandment, and although Jewish people continue to observe 
this commandment on the sabbath day (Saturday), very early in Christianity the obligation was transferred to Sunday as this was 
the day of Jesus’s Resurrection and thus seen to be the Lord’s Day.  Because this is a commandment directly from God it can 
never be done away with.  It can be dispensed for a while as Bishop Deshotel did until recently because of the serious pandemic 
upon us, but it cannot be wiped away totally.  That’s why Bishop Deshotel reminded all of those not attending Mass in person 
that they were still  obligated to perform some other action(s) to keep the Lord’s Day holy.  Canon 920 of the Code of Canon 

Law states: “All of the faithful ...are bound by the obligation of receiving Communion at least once a year.  This precept must be  
fulfilled during the Easter season unless it is fulfilled for a just cause at some other time during the year.”  This man-made  
regulation came about as a consequence of the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215.  Remember, at the beginning of the Church’s 
existence many believed the Sacrament of Reconciliation could be received only once in a lifetime so it was reserved for later in 
life (and thus reception of the Eucharist, which goes hand –in-hand with Reconciliation).  It was a gradual realization by the 

Church that these two sacraments could be received regularly and on an ongoing basis.  While some cannot receive the  
Eucharist to fulfill their Easter duties (usually because of living in a non-sacramental marriage), they are nevertheless still  
required to attend Mass, as this has been interpreted by the Church as the best way to keep the Lord’s Day holy and God’s 
commandment still holds.  Although the liturgical calendar was largely in place by 1215, for the Church’s earliest days Easter 

has been celebrated and thus became established as the time when new members entered the Church and received the  
sacraments for the first time.  Therefore, the duty to receive theses two recurring sacraments became known as “Easter duties.”  

Jesus never stipulated how often these sacraments could be received.  
 
Thanks to all who remembered by anniversary of birth.  Your gifts, good wishes, and especially prayers were welcome indeed.   
I haven’t gotten to try out my new Medicare card yet– hopefully that can wait quite a while.      

 

 TWO GRAVE SITES FOR SALE  IF  

INTERESTED  PLEASE CALL 985/498-1912 

CCD Registration  
 

Family registration forms have been mailed out.  
We welcome students from Kindergarten to 11th 

grade. If you are a new family and would like to  
register your child for the upcoming year, forms can be 

found in the back of the church or by visiting our  

website  stjosephpatla.org . 

In office registration Monday-Wednesday 8:00-3:00 p.m. 

Forms can be dropped off anytime at the  

Office of Religious Education and rectory. 

 

August 1-25       $25 per child 

Scholarships provided for those who need it. 
Please follow us on social media for updates. We ask 

returning families to look for information updates on 

the  GroupMe app.  
 

PARENT ORIENTATION  

August 25th 6:00 p.m.  K-10th grades 
Registration forms will be available 

 

Confirmation Family Orientation  

Thank You 
Fr. Bennerfield, Barbara, Ann, Jeff, Leisha, Dan, and the ladies of the Bereavement 

Committee words cannot express the gratitude in our hearts.  Once again God has 

shown His love through all of you.  Also for all who prayed and are still praying for 

Randy and our family.  We know the power of prayer and are so grateful. 

    The family of Randy Verret 

    Debra, Matt, Heather, Hunter, Bella & Jacob Verret 


