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SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered for 

both parents and   godparents  during 

the months of February, May , August, 

and November . Plan accordingly 

when expecting a child or choosing 

godparents and call 395-3881 to 

register for the class or to schedule a 

baptism.  

Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation through 

the Confirmation Program. Adults are 

prepared for Confirmation through 

the R.C.I.A. 

Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 

requires that a couple make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

6 months prior to desired date. 

Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 

rectory to make arrangements for 

Communion and Anointing. 

Rite of Christian Burial - 

Arrangements to be made with a 

priest by the family. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders or 

calling to religious life - please 

contact the priest in order to discern 

God’s will. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) - This process 

is structured to provide information 

for the formation of those who are 

seeking a fuller life as Christians in the 

Catholic Tradition. For information, 

please call the Office of Religious 

Education. 

Religious Education For Children 

Call the Office of Religious Education 

for information about registering your 

child. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Meet the 

second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  

 

Come Lord Jesus Groups -  

Seeking to become closer to God, 

learning more about scripture and 

being spiritually prepared for Sunday 

liturgy….consider joining a CLJ Group 

Call Marguerite Sumrall  

395-5304 for more information. 

 

Celebration of Holy Mass 

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses  or 

 anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  

 Fri. 9am to 12 noon  

   

Education Office Hour.  
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  

 Fri. 9am to 12 noon    

New Parishioners 
We welcome you with great joy and 

invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

rectory. 

Weekday 
Monday thru Thursday  11:00am 
 

Weekend 
Saturday   4:30pm 

Sunday     8:00am & 10:30am 

   January 2, 2022          The Epiphany of the Lord 

The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord:  
The Wise Still Seek Him 

 
  I have a favorite story for adults for the Epiphany. Not the Gift of the Magi or the Fourth 
Wise Man, stories I love telling the children, but the story developed from an essay by the famous 
English author of a hundred years ago, G. K. Chesterton. G. K. Chesterton, wrote a wonderful es-
say on three modern wise men. These three heard that there was a city of peace, a city where 
there would never be wars or disturbances. The men wanted to live in that city, but to do so, they 
had to past a test. They had to present themselves at the gates of the city with gifts to demonstrat-
ing that they belonged there because they were men who would ensure the continual peace of the 
city. So they journeyed to this wondrous city with what, they were sure, would be gifts that would 

guarantee peace and earn them admission into the city.  
 When they got to the gates of the city, St. Joseph was there to judge their gifts. The first 
modern wise man brought gold. He suggested that money was the root of all wars. With the gold 

that he bought, people could buy all the pleasures of the world and have no need to fight. He was convinced that gold would bring peace.  
 The second modern wise man did not bring frankincense. He brought chemistry. He brought modern science. With his science he could 
drug the minds of people into a state of perpetual bliss. With his chemistry, he could seed the soil and control the population. People would then 

have all that they would need so they would never go to war again.  
 The story was developed to present the third modern wise man bringing a split atom, a new myrrh, a new symbol of death. His message 

was that anyone who opposed the way of peace would face death. This wise man was the father of nuclear deterrence.  
 After they showed him their gifts, St. Joseph refused to let any of them enter. "What more could we have brought to demonstrate that we 
are men of peace," they protested. "We carry with us means to provide affluence, control nature and destroy enemies." St. Joseph whispered 
something into the ear of each man. Then they turned and went away with heavy hearts.  Do you know what St. Joseph told each of them? He 

told them that they had forgotten the child.  
 With all our technology, with all our affluence, with the power we have shown to dominate many forces of nature, we moderns are con-
vinced that we are wise. The air no longer holds us to the ground. We can fly in it. The atmosphere no longer holds us to the earth. We can fly 
through it to the moon and beyond. The depths of the sea are no longer mysteries. We can put on scuba gear and swim like the fish. We can enter 
deep submersibles and see underwater animals that have never reached the surface. Diseases like small pox and polio are distant, bad memo-

ries. We are convinced that we can find ways to ensure peace and happiness for everyone. We are convinced that we are wise.  
 This might all seem good, but we have forgotten the child. Peace only comes through the Prince of Peace. Men cannot create peace 
apart from God. A century ago, the Pope, Benedict XV, decried the Treaty of Versailles. He said that God was not even mentioned in the treaty. 

The Treaty of Versailles ended WWI the so-called “war to end all wars.” How well did that treaty work? Nineteen years later World War II began.  
 "Wise men still seek him," the old Christmas card declares. Are we wise? Do we seek him? Or do we have all the answers in our techno-
logical pockets? Do Siri, or Alexa or Google hold the answers we really need? I once asked Alexa, “Why am I here? The response was, “Sorry, I 
don’t know that.” Technology cannot answer the deep questions of life. It can only deal with relatively surface issues. The true answer to my ques-
tion is beyond the realm of technology, but one of the first answers provided by faith, “We are here to know, love and serve God in this world and 
be with Him in the next.” We must be convinced that unless our thoughts are Christo-centric, revolve around Jesus Christ, our Way to the Father, 

not only do we not have the answers about life, we don't even know the questions that need to be asked.  
 Let me break this open a bit. Although the advance of technology continues and this can and does benefit humankind, we have to ask, “Is 
the unbridled use of technology acceptable? Is AI, Artificial Intelligence, the solution to all problems? Do we need to apply ethics to technology? If, 
so, how?” Sadly, many people, perhaps at times all of us, do not plunge our minds into deep questions regarding technological advancement. For 
example, people seem to be taking in vitro fertilization for granted. Certainly, many of those who are unable to conceive, see this as a solution to 
their problem. And all our hearts go out to them. But those who seek Christ must ask a question that those whose god is technology don't even 
consider: Is it morally right for people to use science to produce multiple conceptions in a petri dish, and then have to decide if they should discard 

conceived children or have multiple births with critically low birth weights?  
 Self driving cars appear to be in the future,. This seems like a wonderful solution for those who cannot drive. It might even eliminate many 
accidents. But has the bus/baby problem been solved? What is that? It is a general term for the difficulty or perhaps impossibility of applying ethics 
to technology. Briefly, a bus cuts off a self driving car. The car is programed to seek the least dangerous course of action. It swerves from the bus 
where many might be injured and swerves into a crosswalk where a lesser number of people would be injured. A mother and a baby in a stroller 
are in that crosswalk. They are both killed. Is this acceptable? Some might think so. Most of us would not. A human being behind the wheel could 
very well pick an option that the car was not programed to consider: the human being could risk his or her life rather than kill another person. 
Technology does not have all the answers. Those who seek the presence of Christ in all things have the courage to ask questions that others do 
not even consider. Does anyone question the fact that the United States is one of the largest maker and exporter of military equipment in the 
world? Those who worship the gods of materialism, say, "So what? We are not telling other people to kill each other. We are just doing that which 

is good for business and ultimately for the economy."  
 Those who seek Christ in all things question the morality of an economy that needs war or the threat of war throughout the world to re-

main strong.  
 We seek peace, but we forget the child. First we have to find the child. Then we can enter the City of Peace.  
 The ancient magi of the Gospel reading traveled from darkness into light. They sought the Prince of Peace. They were astrologers, peo-
ple who read the portents of the sky. The sudden appearance of a bright star was the symbol of the birth of a great one. They traveled west, fol-
lowing the star's course, until they came to Judea. Then they went to the place where they expected a great one to be found. They went to the 
palace. Instead of a great one, they found Herod. Now, Herod was only concerned with one thing in his life, and that was Herod. He had the op-
portunity to come out of darkness into the light. His own scripture scholars found that the coming Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. But Herod 
feared the political effects of a Messiah coming during his reign. His darkness was so deep that he would attempt to kill the baby, challenging 
God's plan rather than trusting God to care for him if he also were to come into the light. Meanwhile, the magi's faith had become so deep that 

after they found the child and worshiped him, they put their lives in jeopardy and did not return to Herod.  
 Once they possessed the child in their hearts, the magi could live in His light and die in His peace. Because Herod refused to enter into 

the child's light, he would die in turmoil and in darkness.  
 There are many messages carried in this feast day. There is the message of the Word of God manifested to the Gentiles. There is the 
message of God's secret plan now revealed. There is the message that God calls all people from all nations to Himself. There is a message 

against prejudice and bigotry.  
 There is also the message that seeking Christ means wanting Him to transform our lives. This transformation will temper our acceptance 

of advancements in technology and materialism. The Christian way of thinking molds us into wise men and women.  

 And the wise still seek him.  



Jan. 8 & 9     Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:                   Lectors:                           Altar Servers: 

 
Sat.   4:3 0pm      Michael Brocato  

Sun.  8 ;00am        Angie Stelly      

Sun.  10:30am       Ben Russel   Russel Family 

MONDAY, JAN. 3  

11 :00 A.M: Randy Verret, Chad Felterman, 

Anthony Morella, Angel Rose, Bernice Accardo 

Rose Lipari, Bonnes Guidry, Fr. Danny Roussel,  
Wilda Cali, Alfred LaCoste, M/M Theonis 

Harrington, Roger Boutte, Nadine Montgomery 
 

TUESDAY, JAN. 4    

11:00 A.M:  Living Tree intentions,  
 

 WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5 

11: 00A.M.: Amy Lowery 
   

THURSDAY, JAN. 6   

11:00 A.M: Doug Hood, Andrew & Lillian 

Romero,  

 

FRIDAY, JAN. 7   
11:00 A.M.: NO MASS 

 

SATURDAY, JAN. 8   

4:30PM:   Pat Vidos,  Tim Verret, Frank 

Guarisco, M/M Gully Taylor, Bonnes Guidry, 

Alfred LaCoste, Bernice Accardo, Boutte & 

Gordon fly, Donald & Leona Smith, Max Griffin, 

Graci Andrews, Hal Thomas, Pat Vidos, Verlie 

A. Loupe 

 

SUNDAY,  JAN. 9  

8:00 A.M:   Randy & Beth Verret, Elsa Y. 

Parchmont,  John DiMatteo,  Charpentier & 

Costa Fly (Living & Deceased),  Ray Vidos Sr,   

Donald Jumonville, Curtis Gautreaux Jr, Hugh & 

Nell Brown, Wanda Thideaux 

 

10:30 A.M :   For the People of our Parish  

          (Living & Deceased) 

 

     Sanctuary Light 

 

 
  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to 

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 

repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10   
   

    

Last Weekend Offerings  $1807.00 

Christmas     $2476.00     

Sick Relatives & Friends 
Please pray for the sick of our parish & 

their caregivers: Stella Saleme, Angelle 

Hebert, Iris Roy, Celeste Jumonville,   Jackie 
Como,  Cursey Gordon, Rachel Caprito, Rose 

Johnson, Robert Johnson,  Daisy LeBlanc, Russel 
Cardinale, Linda Thomas,  Austin Gabourel, Ruth 

Blocker, Troy Broussard, Ken Montgomery,   
Agatha Wiggins, Ricky & Brenda Lamartiniere, 

Bud & Debbie Lange, Joseph Gomez, ,  Mary Ann 
Trosclair, Raymond Verret,  Don Cordray,   

Russel Cremaldi, Josie Moncada, Lee Felterman, 
Alanna Sloane, Wineva Acosta, Mary Sehon, 
Kerry Montet Jr, Bryce Solar, Dolores Verret, 

Barbara Guarisco, Kenny Leger, Joann Landry,  
Diane Singleton, Garnet Acosta, Geraldine Dilly, 

Jamie Credeur, Heather Bourque, Samantha 
McGill, Kirsten McGill,  Jessica Fariar, Donald 

Sloan, Susan Murray, Brooke Rhodes, Melanie 
Lipari, Ronald Berry, Randy Ledet,  Jan Fabre, 

Ray Rentrop, Jacquline Hebert, Kim Hanks, Rip & 
Cheryl Verdin, Holly Besse,  Jason Percle,  Judy 

Leray, Florence Bebe Viator, Justin Fabre, 
Nanette Landry, Anthony Richard, Valerie 

Simon, Pat Myers, James Carinhas, Butch Diaz, 
Audrey Madison, Darlene Hamm, Liz Clement, 

Ann Heard, Jimmy Russo, Lenier Soudier, Rick 

Tabor, Bennie Collins 

 

 
Please call the rectory to add or delete a 

name on the list.  

 Father’s Adult Discussion Group      

 Monday, 6:30pm will meet in the rectory 
  
  

Eucharistic Adoration First Tuesday  
of each month from 12 noon to 7:00 pm. Begins with 

the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at noon, and 

ends with the Benediction at 7:00 P.M. All are 

welcomed and encouraged to come spend some time 

with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Contact Angie 

Stelly @ 985-759-3154  for more information.   Next 

one Jan. 4   
            

Catholic Daughters will meet the first 

Thursday of each month at 6:00 P.M. in the parish hall. 

If you  are interested in joining please call the rectory.  

 

PILGRIMAGE TO ALABAMA 
Join us on a pilgrimage to experience holy sites 

in Alabama! The Shrine of the Most Blessed  

Sacrament, EWTN Studios, and St. Bernard Abbey are 

all included. Fr. Herb Bennerfield will be the Spiritual 

Director.   cost  $650.00.  www.holytravels.org/
stjosephalabama or call  Magnificat Travel at 337-291-

1933 

 

First Saturday Rosary:  

The Holy Rosary will be prayed before the Vigil 

Mass in church beginning at 4:00 P.M. the first 

Saturday of each month. Please join us.                  

 

Choir Practice Wednesday at 5:00pm in the 
church. 
  

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 395-3616 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

PATTERSON, LA 

  

 

 

 

Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 

 
985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

  

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 
glynnguarisco@bellsouth.net 

 

 
 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available 
here at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 395-3616 

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

 

 TWO GRAVE SITES FOR SALE  IF  

INTERESTED  PLEASE CALL 985/498-1912 

You Need to Know:  The number 1221 is a perfect palindrome.  But this very  
Christmas, 1221 has another important significance in Catholic Church history.  Exactly 
1221 years ago, on December 25,800 an important event occurred that affected  our  
religion for centuries.  It was on that date that our late Holy Father, Pope St. Leo III, 
crowned Charlemagne emperor of the new Holy Roman Empire in St. Peter’s Basilica.  
The ancient Roman Empire had long before fallen into ruin through moral rot and decay, 
with the last remnants of the western empire falling during the pontificate of St.  
Simplicius during the latter fifth century.  In the intervening centuries Europe and fallen 
prey to wandering nomadic hordes.  Charlemagne was already king of the Franks (today 
the nation of France) and with this crowning, he was considered first among equals of all 
the Catholic monarchs.  The Holy Roman Empire would grow in size and strength 
throughout the ensuing years and become a major factor in the governing of the Church.  
Holy Roman Emperors would continue to exercise their influence to varying degrees in 
the selection of bishops, cardinals, and even the Pope, himself.  The Holy Roman  
Empire lasted over 1,000 years until 1806 when it was dissolved in the Napoleonic Wars.  
But it began on Christmas of 800 A.D. 1221 years ago –something– you need to know! 

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO  

MADE OUR  

CHURCH SO BEAUTIFUL!! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 


