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SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

 

Baptism - Instructions are offered for 

both parents and   godparents  during 

the months of February, May , August, 

and November . Plan accordingly 

when expecting a child or choosing 

godparents and call 395-3881 to 

register for the class or to schedule a 

baptism.  

Confirmation - Young people are 

prepared for Confirmation through 

the Confirmation Program. Adults are 

prepared for Confirmation through 

the R.C.I.A. 

Matrimony - Diocesan Policy 

requires that a couple make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

6 months prior to desired date. 

Sacrament of The Sick - Call the 

rectory to make arrangements for 

Communion and Anointing. 

Rite of Christian Burial - 

Arrangements to be made with a 

priest by the family. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders or 

calling to religious life - please 

contact the priest in order to discern 

God’s will. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) - This process 

is structured to provide information 

for the formation of those who are 

seeking a fuller life as Christians in the 

Catholic Tradition. For information, 

please call the Office of Religious 

Education. 

Religious Education For Children 

Call the Office of Religious Education 

for information about registering your 

child. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Meet the 

second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.  

 

Come Lord Jesus Groups -  

Seeking to become closer to God, 

learning more about scripture and 

being spiritually prepared for Sunday 

liturgy….consider joining a CLJ Group 

Call Marguerite Sumrall  

395-5304 for more information. 

 

Celebration of Holy Mass 

Reconciliation  
20 minutes before Masses  or 

 anytime by appointment.    
            

Rectory Office Hours 
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  

 Fri. 9am to 12 noon  

   

Education Office Hour.  
Mon. thru Thur. 9:am to 3pm  

 Fri. 9am to 12 noon    

New Parishioners 
We welcome you with great joy and 

invite you to register and  worship with 

us regularly. Forms are available in the 

rectory. 

Weekday 
Monday & Thursday  11:00am 
Tuesday 9:30 at Nursing Home 

Wednesday 6:30am 

Weekend 
Saturday   4:30pm 

Sunday     8:00am & 10:30am 

     January 1, 2023      Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God: Mother of God 
  
            One of the hackneyed anti-Catholic diatribes is that Catholic 
worship Mary.  You probably heard this if you were ever part of a 

Christian men’s or women’s group, or a college Christian ministry of 

some sort.  Or perhaps you sent your child to a Christian school 

that says it respects all religions, but you  had to explain to your son 

and daughter that something the teacher or principal said about 

Catholics and Mary was incorrect.  When I hear parishioners  
complain about these situations, I wish I could say to those people 

telling us Catholics what we believe, “Oh please, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bigot.  Can you try to be a bit more original? Why don’t you throw 

in that Catholics never open a bible or have scripture as part of their 

worship?  How about saying that the papal army is planning to  

conquer the United States?  That Swiss Guard must be mighty  
dangerous with its halberds.” The bigots that we all deal with are just 

plan silly.  Of course we don’t worship Mary.  We worship God in 

His Infinite Trinity of Love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. When we pray to Mary, we ask her to intercede with her 

Son for us.  No created being is closer to Jesus than her.  This is the meaning of her title, Queen of Heaven.  
            Our belief in the special reverence due to Mary goes back to the earliest days of the Church, in fact, even 

before the Church became Church on Pentecost Sunday.  It was on Calvary that Jesus gave mankind to his  
mother through the disciple John. When the early councils of the Church groped with the formulation of the 

dogmas on the divinity of Jesus, the statements of what our faith teaches about Jesus, they distinguished who  
Jesus is from what Jesus is.  Who is Jesus?  He is the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Eternal Word of 

the Father.  What is Jesus?  He is Divine in nature for all eternity, and human in nature from the moment of the 

incarnation within Mary.  

            But what about Mary?  How is she the Mother of God?  A woman is a person’s natural mother if she  
carried him in her womb and if she gave him half of his genetic matter. Mary was the mother of Jesus in both of 

these senses; because she  carried Jesus in her womb and supplied the genetic matter for his human body.  
            If Mary is the mother of Jesus, and if Jesus is God, then Mary is the Mother of God. Obviously, she is not 

his mother in the sense that she is older than God or the source of her Son’s divinity. She is the Mother of God 

in the sense that she carried in her womb a divine person, Jesus Christ, God "in the flesh" (2 John 7, cf. John 

1:14), and in the sense that she gave her  genetic matter to the human form God took in Jesus Christ.  
            Here is the exact statement of our faith on why Mary is reverenced as Mother of God.  It comes from 

the Council of Ephesus and was issued in 431 AD:  
"We confess, then, our Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, perfect God and perfect man, of 

a rational soul and a body, begotten before all ages from the Father in his Godhead, the same in the last 

days, for us and for our salvation, born of Mary the Virgin according to his humanity, one and the same 

consubstantial with the Father in Godhead and consubstantial with us in humanity, for a union of two 

natures took place. Therefore we confess one Christ, one Son, one Lord. According to this understanding 

of the unconfused union, we confess the holy Virgin to be the Mother of God because God the Word took 

flesh and became man and from his very conception united to himself the temple he took from 

her" (Formula of Union [A.D. 431]).  
            OK, so that’s the theology behind today’s feast, a theology that is recognized by all Christians, including 

those who would rather just ignore it.  But what is that saying to us today?  It is telling us that Mary was and is a 

woman like no other.  She was not just an obedient teenager.  She was not just a concerned mother.  She was 

not just a faith filled but grief stricken mother watching her son die on the cross. She was all this and so much 

more. She was part of God’s plan for the salvation of mankind. She carried within her the One who created 

her.  There is great truth in our nativity scenes that depict Mary worshiping the child whom she had just borne. 

Her child is the Son of God.  
            Mary is the first woman of the New Age of God. She is the New Eve, the new mother of all the living, 

those living in the Kingdom of God.  She is our mother, given to us on the cross, yes, but also given to us for all 

time in the unfathomable plan of God for our salvation.  Therefore we ask our mother to intercede for us with 

her eternal Son.  
            When we were little we asked our mothers to fulfill our needs.  When we needed to eat, we cried, or, a 

bit older,  we said, “Mom, I’m hungry.” As we got older we had new and more complicated needs, but we knew 

we could bring them to our mothers.  Many times she interceded with our fathers for us.  We pray to Mary to 

fill our needs.  We trust her to go to our Father to obtain grace for us.  
            Prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary is a fundamental aspect of Christianity.  She is both our mother and 

the Mother of God.  That is why the Hail Mary concludes with:    
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.       

Amen            

Volunteer Christmas Party  

January 7 @ 6pm! 



Jan. 7 & 8        Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:                Lectors:                        Altar Servers: 

            
Sat.   4:30pm  Gloria Roy         Donnette Freeman  Lainey Taylor   
Sun.  8 ;00am    Angela Harringron         Ben Russell      The Russels 

Sun.  10:30am Deanna Allemond, Ruby Delaune, Henry Leray         Dr. Rand Dooley  Landon Lipari 

MONDAY, JAN. 2  OFFICE CLOSED 

11 :00 A.M:   No Mass 

 

TUESDAY, JAN. 3        

9:30 A.M:  NURSING HOME–  NO MASS 

 
 WEDNESDAY, JAN. 4       
11:00A.M:  Luby, Bobbie, & Ross Grimball,  
Gloria & Joe Gunther 

 
THURSDAY, JAN. 5   

11:00A.M.: Murray Duval,   
  

FRIDAY, JAN. 6   
11:00 A.M: NO MASS 

 
SATURDAY, JAN. 7   

4:30 PM:  Pat Vidos,   Frank & Austin Guarisco, 
Alfred LaCoste,   Donald & Leona Smith, Max 

Griffin, Graci Andrews, Hal Thomas, Curtis 
Gautreaux Jr, Luke & Virginia Lipari,  Nadine 

Montgomery, Gulley & Anna Taylor, Butch & 
Sylvia Felterman,   Jackie & BL Como,  Michael 

Gunther, Joe & Gloria Gunther,  AJ & Josie 

Moncada,  M/M Fred Parchment,  Yvonne Adams 

 

 SUNDAY,  JAN. 8 
8:00AM: Fred & Elsa Parchmont, Randy & Beth 

Verret,   Charpentier & Costa Fly (Living & 
Deceased),   Curtis Gautreaux Jr,  Gertrude & 

Wilson Bailey,  Ernest & Beverly Felterman,  

 Ray Vidos Sr. 

10:30 A.M : For the People of our Parish 

 
                                                    

           Sanctuary Light  

  Holy Family 

 
                                    

  Note: If a name is not printed above, due to human 

error, be assured that God has accepted your 

intention in heaven.            Canon Law 94 

 

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of 
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Stewardship Area 
“Give to the Most High as He has given 

to you, for the Lord is one who always 

repays, and He will give back to you 

sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10   

 
   

 Last Weekend Offerings     $2989.00  

Sick Relatives & Friends 
Please pray for the sick of our parish & their 
caregivers: Stella Saleme, Angelle Hebert, Iris Roy, 
Celeste Jumonville, Rachel Caprito, Rose & Robert 
Johnson,  Daisy LeBlanc,  Linda Thomas,  Austin 
Gabourel, Ruth Blocker,   Troy Broussard,  Agatha 
Wiggins, Ricky & Brenda Lamartiniere, Bud & Debbie 
Lange, Joseph Gomez, Mary Ann Trosclair, Lee 
Felterman, Wineva Acosta, Mary Sehon, Kerry Montet Jr, 
Bryce Solar, Dolores Verret, Barbara Guarisco, Kenny 
Leger, Joann Landry,  Diane Singleton, Garnet Acosta, 
Geraldine Dilly, Jamie Credeur, Heather Bourque, 
Samantha McGill, Doug Perry, Kirsten McGill,  Jessica 
Fariar, Susan Murray, Brooke Rhodes, Melanie Lipari, 
Ronald Berry, Randy Ledet,  Jan Fabre, Ray Rentrop, 
Jacqueline Hebert, Kim Hanks, Rip & Cheryl Verdin, 
Jason Percle,  Judy Leray, Florence Bebe Viator, Justin 
Fabre, Karen Bertrand, Nanette Landry, Anthony 
Richard, Valerie Simon,  Liz Clement, Ann Heard, Jimmy 
Russo, Rick Tabor, Bennie Collins, Sandra Bradford, 
Sheena Robertson, Kelly Dalton, Ken Montgomery, L.P. 
Lipari,  Janice Peterson, Stephen McReynolds, Kay 
Olds, Frank Hernandez, Jason & Theresa Babin, Noel 
Verdin, Michele Harrell, Lonnie Garza, Ryan Domingue, 
Penelope Meadows, , Elijah Allen, Warren Soudelier, 
Keely Price, Carla LaSalle, Janice Boudier, Jerry Butch 
Robicheaux, Elizabeth Swan, Alex Lewis, Kate Hicks, 
Troy Landry, Barbara Vinning, Jane & Cursey Gordon,  
Blaine St. Romain, Layla Joseph, Veronica St. Romain, 
Mildred Trujillo, Jerry Trosclair, Christian Miguez, Wesley 
Munfon Jr., John Carmody, Jina Thomas, Abigail 
Watson, Geraldine Verdun, Howard Johnson, Grant & 
Terrell Darby, Drake Price,  Angie & Clyde Aucion, Joni 
Ronsonet, Cory Fox, Debbie Griffin Magures, Gina 
Crooks, Tootie Carrier, James Hebert, Maxine Hebert, 

Dakota Hue, Jackson Perry 

 
Please call the rectory to add or delete a 

name on the list.  

Father’s Adult Discussion Group 
No class this week 
Eucharistic Adoration First Tuesday of each 

month from 12 noon to 7:00 pm. Begins with the 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at noon, and 
ends with the Benediction at 7:00 P.M. All are 
welcomed and encouraged to come spend some 
time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Contact 

Angie Stelly @ 985-759-3154  for more information.   
Next one Jan            
Catholic Daughters will meet the first Thursday 

of each month at 5:30 P.M. in the parish hall. If you 
are interested in joining please call the rectory.  
First Saturday Rosary:  
The Holy Rosary will be prayed before the 

Vigil Mass in church beginning at 4:00 P.M. the 

first Saturday of each month. Please join us.     
       

Choir Practice Wednesday at 4:00pm in the 
church.  
KC’s Meetings are held  the second 
Thursday of the month @7pm 
VOLUNTEER CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Jan. 7, @ 6PM 

 

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available here 

at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 

 395-3616 

JEFF    PRESIDENT 

CARDINALE 

 

CARDINAL LUMBER  

& SUPPPLY, INC. 

 

985-395-9580 

800 HWY. 90 WEST 

PATTERSON, LA 

Frank’s Agency, 

Inc. 

Complete insurance  

Services 

985-395-9351 

 
glynnguarisco@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

Town & Country 

Florist & Gifts,  

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne 
 

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick 
985/385-6929 
www.tandcflorist.com 

 

 

MORGAN CITY 

SUPPLY of Louisiana 

 

 

 
985/384-3650 

6911 Hwy 182 E 

Morgan City, LA 

 
 

  

Member FDIC                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

cwhittenphotography.com 

 
 

 

  

Mausoleum Crypts 
Are still available 
here at St. Joseph. 
If interested please 

call the rectory. 
 395-3616 

 

 

MORGAN CITY      

SUPPLY  

Knights of  

Columbus 

 #1710 

 
Protecting  

Catholic Families  

for Generations 

PATTERSON STATE 

 BANK 

Office of Religious Education & Formation  
Mamie Perry  395-3881  stjoedre@teche.net 

Need to find a Mass while out of town?  
To find a Mass and its location go to 

www.MassTimes.org or   call 410-676-6000 

 Acadiana Catholic Magazine can 

be found in the back of church.  

      

        CCD Classes resume January 11,2023 

You Need to Know:  One of the more beautiful traditions of this time of year is 

the Posadas of the Latin American Catholic culture.  The Spanish word “posada” translates 
to “inn” or “shelter,” giving one familiar with the birth narratives of  Jesus an idea as to their 
origin and purpose.  Posadas are community celebrations traditionally held over nine nights, 
usually from December 16 through December 24.  The Posadas begin with a candle-lit  
procession while the participants sing Christmas carols.  Each night this procession stops at 
a different house.  Upon arriving at that night’s home, “La Cancion Para Pedir Posada” is 
sung.  This is a two-part song, with those in the procession singing the part of St. Joseph 
requesting a place to stay.  Those inside the home sing the role of the innkeeper, responding that there is no room.  The song 
alternates until the “innkeeper” allows the procession to enter.  Once the gathering has entered, a Bible passage is read and a 

prayer is given.  The focus of the nine nights varies.  Humility, strength, detachment, charity, trust, justice, purity, joy, and  
generosity are highlighted.  Following the religious service, the hosts distribute food to their company (often tamales) and a 

hot beverage as “ponche” or “atole.”  Children then break pinatas and gather the candy inside them.   
 It’s believed the nine nights of the posadas represent the nine months Jesus spent in Our Blessed Mother Mary’s 

womb-or the nine days it’s thought it took Mary and Joseph to travel to Bethlehem from Nazareth. 
 The history of the Posadas is traced back to the Augustinian friars of San Agustin de Acolman near Mexico City.  
Friar Diego de Soria, the monastery prior, in 1586 received a requested papal bull from Pope Sixtus V allowing the monks to 
celebrate “Christmas bonus Masses” between December 16 & 24 (Misas de Aguinaldo).  The purpose seems to have been 
adapting former Aztec traditions into the new Catholic faith of the native peoples.  (The Aztecs had a custom of honoring one 

of their pagan gods at the winter solstice with special meals.) 
 While Posadas were originally held in church, they spread to haciendas, and eventually to family homes.  By the 19th 
century they took their current form.  Neighborhood committees organize them and participants share in the food preparation, 

candy and pinata purchase to help the hosting families defray their cost. 
 Thus, we see a great similarity of the Posadas to our own “Tupa Tupa” ceremony of St. Joseph’s Day.  They’re a 

beautiful way to prepare for and honor the Christ Child at this special time of year and they’re something you need to know! 
 
       A Blessed 2023 to you all! 
        Fr. B 
Congratulations to our 2023 recipients of the Martin Luther King Award for service to God and His Church: Mrs. Jane 
Gordon and Fr. Angelo Cremaldi.  Both have given a lifetime of service and are most deserving of this honor. 

ST. JOSEPH FOOD PANTRY   
 

The food pantry is in need of these 

items: ,  canned milk, canned meat, 

rice, mac & cheese, spaghetti 

sauce, crackers, cereal, and snacks 

for kids. 
Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated. 

“Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared 

for you from the foundation of the 

world. For I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I thirsty and you gave me 

drink...“ 
Matthew 25:34  

Second Place Winners! 


