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Opening Prayer:
Pope Francis’ Prayer for 

WorkersLord God lookdown upon us! Look at this city, this island. 
Look upon our families.

Lord, you were not without a job, you were a carpenter, you 
were happy.

Lord, we have no work.
The idols want to rob us of our dignity. 

The unjust systems want to rob us of hope.

Lord, do not leave us on our own. Help us to help each 
other; so that we forget our selfishness a little and feel in 

our heart the "we", 
the we of a people who want to keep on going.

Lord Jesus, you were never out of work, 
give us work and teach us to fight for work and bless us all.
In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.



https://www.usccb.org/committees/domestic-justice-and-human-development/labor-employment
https://www.usccb.org/committees/domestic-justice-and-human-development/labor-employment


St. Vincent de Paul Society Statement on Fair 
Wages (2005)

Dear Brother and Sister Vincentians,

During his lifelong commitment of service and advocacy for the poor, Frederic
Ozanam was concerned about the core problems of poverty, unemployment 
And insufficient wages for the poor. 

Before anyone in the Church, Frederic Ozanam proposed the concept of a just wage as an 
instrument to combat poverty.  He said, “The working man (and woman), is by nature entitled at 
a minimum to a wage sufficient to produce the necessities of life, the education of children, and 
the support of old age.” 

We, the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul must follow Blessed Frederic Ozanam.  We 
must advocate for fair wages. It is a matter of justice. We Vincentians are well known for our 
charity. Blessed Frederic calls us to charity and justice. He said, “Charity is the Samaritan who 
pours oil on the wounds of the traveler who has been attacked.  It is justice’s role to prevent the 
attacks.” We Vincentians can do no less!  May God bless our efforts.

Sincerely Your Brother in Blessed Frederic,

Eugene B. Smith, National President, Council of the United States



Think of one person you know that this 

economy has killed.



Visit catholiclabor.org to sign up!



The Catholic Labor Network



../cchd-newsletter-featuring-CLN.pdf
../cchd-newsletter-featuring-CLN.pdf


National 
Initiatives

1. Priest-Labor Initiative

2. Gaudium et Spes (Catholic Employer) 
Report

3. Shared Values Research Project



Local Initiatives

1. Offer Education & Prayer Resources to 
the Community

2. Support low-income workers who are 
exploited

3. Promote Apprenticeship Readiness 
Program (MC3)



Union Decline: Four Causes

1. Globalization
2. Automation
3. Union-busting
4. Right to Work 

Laws
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Trends in work:

• Risk of 
automation

• Growth of gig 
economy

• Low-wage jobs 
growing

• Working students

From United Way: The Changing Landscape of 
Work 



What is “Right to Work”?



3 Myths about Labor Unions

1. Unions are for the working class 
only

2. Workers can be forced to join 
unions

3. Unions help only union workers

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/five-myths-about-unions/2016/09/02/9dd2e584-704a-11e6-9705-23e51a2f424d_story.html


Organized Labor is (still) a Catholic 
cause

Primary Union Campaigns:
1. Wages
2. Safety
3. Benefits

Alignment with Catholic 
values:
• Address dangerous working 

conditions
• Eradicate sexual harassment
• Anti-Racism
• Living Wage
• Eliminating Wage Theft
• Paid Sick Leave
• Sufficient Hours



Name That Union!

https://aflcio.org/about/our-unions-and-allies/our-affiliated-unions
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CLN + Nashville Construction Landscape



CLC_MC3_logo + mc3_color.jpg

 Boilermakers 
 Bricklayers 
 Carpenters 
 Cement Masons 
 Electricians
 Elevator Constructors 
 Heat & Frost Insulators/Asbestos 
 Ironworkers 
 Laborers 
 Millwrights 
 Operating Engineers 
 Painters & Glaziers 
 Plumbers & Pipefitters 
 Sprinkler Fitters 
 Sheet Metal Workers 
 Teamsters 
 “Helmets to Hardhats”*

Nashville Building 
Trades:



https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=195450381566320&extid=Fgo31M0eiBDls0cj
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=195450381566320&extid=Fgo31M0eiBDls0cj


Catholic MC3 Graduates from 2nd

Class





Systemic Change: Pathway to a 
Stable Career!



CLN Partners in Nashville…



* Discussion *

• How has the changing landscape of work 
affected you or your family and friends?

• Where have you seen the dignity of work or the 
rights of workers violated or protected—both in 
your own community and around the world? 

• How can our personal choices (e.g. where/how 
we shop or eat) impact whether others’ rights 
are violated or protected?



1. Educate

2.Advocat
e

3.Act

+ Faith-Labor Practice +
Moving from Faith to Action



Introduction to ALICE in TN 2020

Educate

ALICE: Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed.

https://www.unitedforalice.org/household-budgets/tennessee
https://www.unitedforalice.org/household-budgets/tennessee






About 35% of all jobs in the Nashville region are 
in sectors where the median wage is less than 

$15 per hour





https://socialconcerns.nd.edu/higgin
s

Discussions, Lectures, Movies, 
Podcasts, oh my!



Advocate: The Minimum Wage









Advocat
e



Just / Living Wage





Act







How Can Catholics Respond?
(Labor Day Primer)

• Family Wages + Dignity-Affirming Benefits
• Support local CCHD-funded groups addressing 

Economic Equity
• Celebrate CCHD’s 50th Anniversary
• Join Nashville Living Wage
• Parish & Community Efforts
• Join the Catholic Labor Network 

(catholiclabor.org)



Closing Prayer Intentions
We pray for a renewal of spirit for the men and women who must work in 
jobs that ignore the dignity of their personhood. We pray to the Lord. 

We pray for all essential workers who work in the agricultural, 
manufacturing, and public service sectors. That they are provided safe 
working conditions and access to affordable healthcare. We pray to the 
Lord.

We pray for the men and women who have recently lost employment. We 
pray for their continued perseverance and determination as they continue 
to seek ways in which to participate in God’s creative work. We pray to the 
Lord. 

We pray for the men and women who own companies, who lead 
companies, and who make decisions regarding safe work conditions and 
adequate wages. We pray that these leaders will act in the best interests of 
their laborers. We pray to the Lord.



Closing Prayer Intentions, 
continuedWe pray for union leaders, national and local, who are responsible for 

speaking for workers. May they be guided by the grace and wisdom of the 
Holy Spirit to be servant leaders. We pray to the Lord. 

We pray for men, women, and children who experience a lack of solidarity 
and support in their daily struggle to survive. May we be aware of our 
responsibility to listen to the needs of our brothers and sisters in the 
world. We pray to the Lord.  

We pray that as we are reminded that it is right and just to receive a fair 
wage for work, we may strive to promote dignity and respect for all in the 
workplace. We pray to the Lord. 

We pray for those who have lost their lives while working, and especially 
those who died from COVID-19, that they might be welcomed into the 
heavenly kingdom; and for their families, that they might be comforted 
and find security. We pray to the Lord.                                            … Amen.



Closing Prayer:
Prayer of the Farm Workers' 

Struggle
Show me the suffering of the most 
miserable;
So I will know my people’s plight.

Free me to pray for others;
For you are present in every person.

Help me to take responsibility for my 
own life;
So that I can be free at last.

Grant me courage to serve others;
For in service there is true life.

Give me honesty and patience;
So that I can work with other 

workers.
Bring forth song and celebration;
So that the spirit will be alive among 
us.

Let the spirit flourish and grow;
So we will never tire of the struggle.

Let us remember those who have 
died for justice;
For they have given us life.

Help us love even those who hate us;
So we can change the world.

Written by Cesar E. Chavez, UFW Founder 
(1927-1993)
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Thank you!
Questions or Comments?


