
 

Awaiting Christ in Community 

 

Week #1 - Staying Awake 

Attendees 

List all names of the group members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Agenda 

Opening Prayer from the 1st Sunday of Advent  

Open the meeting with the following prayer. 

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, 

the resolve to run forth  

to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming,  

so that, gathered at his right hand,  

they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

God, for ever and ever. 

 

Introductions (~5-7 minutes) 

Each person shares their name and why they signed up for a small group. 

  

A Tip for the Group 

This is the opening prayer from the 

Sunday Mass. It’s always related to 

the Sunday gospel, so it’s a useful 

way to begin. But if you prefer to 

use your own opening prayer, please 

feel free to do so. One person can 

pray this prayer on behalf of the 

group or the whole group can pray it 

together. 



 

 

Week 1 – Staying Awake 

            

 
 

 

Week 1.2 

 

Personal Check-In (~2-5 minutes)  

Take a couple minutes to reflect silently on one or 

two of the following questions: 

● Where / how is my heart these days?  

● What is God asking of me this season?  

● What does God want for me that I might be 

resisting or too busy to recognize?  

 

 

Gospel Reading: 1st Sunday of Advent, Matthew 24:37-44 

A volunteer reads this passage out loud to the group. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

"As it was in the days of Noah, 

so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

In those days before the flood, 

they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, 

up to the day that Noah entered the ark. 

They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away. 

So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man. 

Two men will be out in the field; 

one will be taken, and one will be left. 

Two women will be grinding at the mill; 

one will be taken, and one will be left. 

Therefore, stay awake! 

For you do not know on which day your Lord will come. 

Be sure of this: if the master of the house 

had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, 

he would have stayed awake 

A Tip for the Group 

Silence can be an important and challenging 

component of a positive small group experience. 

We need silence to collect our ourselves, to reflect 

on what we’re experiencing, and to let the words 

we have spoken breathe.  

To create fruitful expectations around this time of 

silent reflection, please openly set a timer on your 

phone for 2 – 5 minutes. Begin the time of silent 

reflection by reading the prompt and the reflection 

questions below out loud. 



 

 

Week 1 – Staying Awake 

            

 
 

 

Week 1.3 

 

and not let his house be broken into. 

So too, you also must be prepared, 

for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come." 

 

What’s Going on in This Reading? 

A volunteer reads the following description of the Gospel reading. 

In this reading for the first Sunday of Advent, we hear Jesus urging his disciples to be prepared 

at any moment for the coming of the Son of Man and the end of all things. Shortly after these 

words in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus would be murdered and rise again. Then, after promising his 

disciples that he would return, he disappeared once more. Based on this experience, the earliest 

Christians expected the world to be coming to an end very soon. As time went on, it became 

apparent that the end of the world might not happen so quickly.  Christians since then have had 

to figure out how to live each day as though the end was coming. The season of Advent helps us 

to recognize that God’s timing is not our timing, and that for God, endings and beginnings are 

one and the same. 

 

Listen to the Gospel Again 

A volunteer reads the Gospel passage once 

more. (It can be the same reader or a new 

reader.) 

 

 

First Impressions (~5 minutes) 

What did you hear? Share a word or a phrase 

that stands out to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Tip for the Group 

Because the Scriptures contain many layers of 

meaning, it can be helpful to hear them read aloud at 

least twice. Reading the passage once, providing 

some context and explanation, and then reading the 

passage again ensures that everyone has had a chance 

to take it in.  

A Tip for the Group 

To get the discussion started, it can be useful to 

simply to share a word or phrase that stuck out to 

them from the reading. You might refrain from 

offering additional details, interpretations, or 

explanations at this point. This allows everyone to 

chime in without feeling pressure to figure it all out at 

once. It also helps the group to get a common sense of 

what seems most interesting. 



 

 

Week 1 – Staying Awake 

            

 
 

 

Week 1.4 

 

Going Deeper (~20-30 minutes) 

Here are some questions to prompt further discussion. 

● The season of Advent is about beginnings and 

endings. As we anticipate the coming of 

Christmas, is it strange to think about the end of 

the world? Scary? How does thinking about the 

end prepare us to welcome the coming Christ? 

● Have you experienced any endings in your life?  

(E.g. moving out of a house, an ending at a school, 

a career or job change). What were the days like 

leading up to this “ending? Was this ending also a 

new beginning in any way? 

● What would change in your day to day life if you 

believe the end was very near? What would stay the same?  

● What very small thing could you start (or stop) this week to live a little more like the end is 

coming?  

 

Wrapping Up (~10-15 minutes) 

Here are some questions to help you reflect on what’s worth taking away from tonight’s 

discussion. 

● What did we hear today?  

● What might God be saying to you / us?  

● What will you be looking for over the next week?  

● What is one small change you can make in your 

week to receive the gifts God wants for your 

heart?  

● How is this small group experience going for you? What is working really well? What might 

work better next week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Tip for the Group 

The purpose of this small group discussion is 

to listen for what God might be saying – in 

the reading, in individual hearts, and in the 

voices of others in the group. The questions 

below are meant as suggestions for listening 

more deeply to what the Gospel passage 

might have to say. They don’t need to be 

answered in any order, and the group can 

respond to anything that comes up in the 

conversation. If other questions or 

interpretations arise, please feel free to use 

them!  

A Tip for the Group 

Once the discussion seems to be winding 

down, or if you’re approaching the end of 

the session, it can be helpful to use a few 

wrap up questions to collect the group’s 

insights and key takeaways.  



 

 

Week 1 – Staying Awake 

            

 
 

 

Week 1.5 

 

Closing Prayer  

The closing prayer uses the format of the Prayers of the 

Faithful at Mass. Someone with a prayer request says, 

“For [individual prayer request], we pray to the Lord” 

and the group responds, “Lord, hear our prayer.” (E.g. 

“For my niece, who is having surgery on Thursday, we 

pray to the Lord.” “Lord, hear our prayer.”)  

Once it seems like everyone has asked for what they 

need, the group can close with the Our Father. 

A Tip for the Group 

The following closing prayer is a 

suggestion. It works well because it gives 

everyone a chance to share their requests, 

and it’s in a familiar format. But if another 

closing prayer seems better, feel free to use 

it. Either way, it’s good to use the same 

kind of closing prayer from week to week. 



 

Awaiting Christ in Community 

 

 

Week #2 - Preparing the Way 

Attendees:  

List all names of the group members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Agenda 

Opening Prayer from the 2nd Sunday of Advent  

Open the meeting with the following prayer. 

Almighty and merciful God,  

may no earthly undertaking  

hinder those who set out in haste  

to meet your Son,  

but may our learning of heavenly wisdom  

gain us admittance to his company.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

God, for ever and ever. 

 

Introductions (~5-7 minutes) 

Each person reminds the group of their name and shares, briefly, how things are going. 

 

 

A Tip for the Group 

What follows is the opening prayer from 

the Sunday Mass. It’s always related to the 

Sunday gospel, so it’s a useful way to 

begin. But if you prefer to use your own 

opening prayer, please feel free to do so. 

One person can pray this prayer on behalf 

of the group or the whole group can pray it 

together. 



 

 

Week 2 – Preparing the Way 

            

 
 

 

Week 2.2 

 

Personal Check-In (~2-5 minutes) 

Take a couple minutes to reflect silently on one 

or two of the following questions: 

● Where / how is my heart these days?  

● What is God asking of me this season?  

● What does God want for me that I might be 

resisting or too busy to recognize?  

 

 

Gospel Reading: 2nd Sunday of Advent, Matthew 3:1-12 

A volunteer reads this passage out loud to the group. 

 

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea 

and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 

It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said: 

A voice of one crying out in the desert, 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight his paths. 

John wore clothing made of camel's hair 

and had a leather belt around his waist. 

His food was locusts and wild honey. 

At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, 

and the whole region around the Jordan 

were going out to him 

and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 

as they acknowledged their sins. 

  

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 

A Tip for the Group 

Silence can be an important and challenging 

component of a positive small group experience. 

We need silence to collect our ourselves, to reflect 

on what we’re experiencing, and to let the words 

we have spoken breathe.  

To create fruitful expectations around this time of 

silent reflection, please openly set a timer on your 

phone for 2 – 5 minutes. Begin the time of silent 

reflection by reading the prompt and the reflection 

questions below out loud. 



 

 

Week 2 – Preparing the Way 

            

 
 

 

Week 2.3 

 

Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. 

And do not presume to say to yourselves, 

'We have Abraham as our father.' 

For I tell you, God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 

Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. 

Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit 

will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, 

but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. 

I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

His winnowing fan is in his hand. 

He will clear his threshing floor 

and gather his wheat into his barn, 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

 

What’s Going on in This Reading? 

A volunteer reads the following description of the Gospel reading. 

John the Baptist strips his life down to the barest essentials. He gives us a radical example of 

what “preparing a way for the Lord” looks like. In his mind, repentance means letting go of 

anything, even our religious beliefs and practices, that prevents us from seeing the Christ who is 

coming into the world. It means making it simple, not complicated, for Christ to find a home 

among us. And it means sifting through life for what is valuable and not worrying about the rest. 

 

Listen to the Gospel Again 

A volunteer reads the Gospel passage once more. (It 

can be the same reader or a new reader.) 

 

 

 

 

A Tip for the Group 

Because the Scriptures contain many layers of 

meaning, it can be helpful to hear them read 

aloud at least twice. Reading the passage 

once, providing some context and 

explanation, and then reading the passage 

again ensures that everyone has had a chance 

to take it in.  



 

 

Week 2 – Preparing the Way 

            

 
 

 

Week 2.4 

 

First Impressions (~5 minutes) 

What did you hear? Share a word or 

a phrase that stands out to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

Going Deeper (~20-30 minutes) 

Here are some questions to prompt further discussion. 

● Have you ever used Advent as a 

time to prepare for the coming of 

Christ? What prayers and 

practices have helped you in the 

past? 

●  John the Baptist simplifies his 

living space, his clothing, and his 

food so that he can focus his 

entire attention on the coming of Christ. Where have you discovered the freedom of 

simplicity in your life? What areas are the hardest to simplify? Are there any areas in your 

life where you feel overwhelmed and stuck? 

● John the Baptist is very critical of the Pharisees and Sadducees, the most devout and holy 

people of his time, because their religious practices aren’t helping them to do what is actually 

most pleasing to God. In their case, religion will prevent them from recognizing the Christ in 

their midst.  Have the trappings of religion ever been an obstacle or a burden in your life? 

How does being Catholic free you to love God and love your neighbor?   

● At the time when John the Baptist was preaching, Jesus had already been on the earth for 30 

years. The season of Advent invites us to recognize that Christ is simultaneously already here 

and not yet here.  Christ is still coming into the world. Do you ever feel like a work in 

progress? What big projects or goals do you hope to bring into the world during your 

lifetime? 

 

 

 

A Tip for the Group 

To get the discussion started, it can be useful to simply to share 

a word or phrase that stuck out to them from the reading. You 

might refrain from offering additional details, interpretations, or 

explanations at this point. This allows everyone to chime in 

without feeling pressure to figure it all out at once. It also helps 

the group to get a common sense of what seems most 

interesting. 

A Tip for the Group 

The purpose of this small group discussion is to listen for what 

God might be saying – in the reading, in individual hearts, and in 

the voices of others in the group. The questions below are meant 

as suggestions for listening more deeply to what the Gospel 

passage might have to say. They don’t need to be answered in 

any order, and the group can respond to anything that comes up 

in the conversation. If other questions or interpretations arise, 

please feel free to use them!  



 

 

Week 2 – Preparing the Way 

            

 
 

 

Week 2.5 

 

Wrapping Up (~10-15 minutes) 

Here are some questions to help you reflect on what’s worth taking away from tonight’s 

discussion. 

● What did we hear today?  

● What might God be saying to you / us?  

● What will you be looking for over the next 

week?  

● What is one small change you can make in 

your week to receive the gifts God wants for your heart?  

● How is this small group experience going for you? What is working really well? What might 

work better next week? 

 

Closing Prayer  

The closing prayer uses the format of the 

Prayers of the Faithful at Mass. Someone with 

a prayer request says, “For [individual prayer 

request], we pray to the Lord” and the group 

responds, “Lord, hear our prayer.” (E.g. “For 

my niece, who is having surgery on Thursday, 

we pray to the Lord.” “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

Once it seems like everyone has asked for what 

they need, the group can close with the Our Father.  

A Tip for the Group 

Once the discussion seems to be winding down, or if 

you’re approaching the end of the session, it can be 

helpful to use a few wrap up questions to collect the 

group’s insights and key takeaways.  

A Tip for the Group 

The following closing prayer is a suggestion. It 

works well because it gives everyone a chance to 

share their requests, and it’s in a familiar format. But 

if another closing prayer seems better, feel free to 

use it. Either way, it’s good to use the same kind of 

closing prayer from week to week.  



 

Awaiting Christ in Community 

 

Week #3 - Telling What You Hear and See 

Attendees:  

List all names of the group members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Agenda 

Opening Prayer from the 3rd Sunday of Advent  

Open the meeting with the following prayer. 

O God,  

who see how your people faithfully await  

the feast of the Lord's Nativity,  

enable us, we pray,  

to attain the joys of so great a salvation  

and to celebrate them always  

with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

God, for ever and ever. 

 

Introductions (~5-7 minutes) 

Each person reminds the group of their name and shares, briefly, how things are going. 

 

A Tip for the Group 

What follows is the opening prayer from the 

Sunday Mass. It’s always related to the Sunday 

gospel, so it’s a useful way to begin. But if you 

prefer to use your own opening prayer, please 

feel free to do so. One person can pray this 

prayer on behalf of the group or the whole 

group can pray it together. 



 

 

Week 3 – Telling What Your See and Hear 

            

 
 

 

Week 3.2 

 

Personal Check-In (~2-5 minutes) 

Take a couple minutes to reflect silently on one or two of the following questions: 

● Where / how is my heart these days?  

● What is God asking of me this 

season?  

● What does God want for me that 

you might be resisting or too busy 

to recognize?  

 

 

 

Gospel Reading: 3rd Sunday of Advent, Matthew 11:2-11 

A volunteer reads this passage out loud to the group. 

 

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, 

he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question, 

"Are you the one who is to come, 

or should we look for another?" 

Jesus said to them in reply, 

"Go and tell John what you hear and see: 

the blind regain their sight, 

the lame walk, 

lepers are cleansed, 

the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, 

and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. 

And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me." 

  

As they were going off, 

Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, 

A Tip for the Group 

Silence can be an important and challenging component of a 

positive small group experience. We need silence to collect our 

ourselves, to reflect on what we’re experiencing, and to let the 

words we have spoken breathe.  

To create fruitful expectations around this time of silent 

reflection, please openly set a timer on your phone for 2 – 5 

minutes. Begin the time of silent reflection by reading the 

prompt and the reflection questions below out loud. 



 

 

Week 3 – Telling What Your See and Hear 

            

 
 

 

Week 3.3 

 

"What did you go out to the desert to see? 

A reed swayed by the wind? 

Then what did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in fine clothing? 

Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces. 

Then why did you go out?  To see a prophet? 

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 

This is the one about whom it is written: 

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 

he will prepare your way before you. 

Amen, I say to you, 

among those born of women 

there has been none greater than John the Baptist; 

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." 

 

What’s Going on in This Reading? 

A volunteer reads the following description of the Gospel reading. 

Jesus has begun his ministry, but John the Baptist still isn’t sure that Jesus is the Christ coming 

into the world. So he sends his followers to find out. In response to John’s concerns, Jesus lists 

all the signs showing that God is indeed among them, and he tells John’s disciples to share this 

good news with the imprisoned prophet. Like us, John the Baptist must believe what he hears 

about Jesus from others before he gets to see it for himself. 

 

Listen to the Gospel Again 

A volunteer reads the Gospel passage once 

more. (It can be the same reader or a new 

reader.) 

 

A Tip for the Group 

Because the Scriptures contain many layers of 

meaning, it can be helpful to hear them read aloud at 

least twice. Reading the passage once, providing 

some context and explanation, and then reading the 

passage again ensures that everyone has had a chance 

to take it in.  



 

 

Week 3 – Telling What Your See and Hear 

            

 
 

 

Week 3.4 

 

First Impressions (~5 minutes) 

What did you hear? Share a word or a 

phrase that stands out to you.  

 

Going Deeper (~20-30 minutes) 

Here are some questions to prompt further 

discussion. 

● The season of Advent helps us to 

practice seeing signs of the invisible God 

in the visible world. What are the signs 

in your life that help you believe God is 

coming into the world? How is your 

Advent time of preparation going so far? 

● If a trusted coworker or friend confided 

in you that they had a hard time 

believing that the all powerful Creator of 

the world was a fair and compassionate being, what would you say? What would you NOT 

say? 

● Who are the John the Baptists in your life? Who has helped you to recognize the signs of 

Christ’s coming? 

● John struggled to believe. He needed the help of a supportive community to keep his faith. 

Have you found a community of actual humans that helps you to stay confident in God? If 

not, what do you wish such a community might look like? 

 

Wrapping Up (~10-15 minutes) 

Here are some questions to help you reflect on what’s worth taking away from tonight’s 

discussion. 

● What did we hear today?  

● What might God be saying to you / us?  

● What will you be looking for over the 

next week?  

● What is one small change you can make 

in your week to receive the gifts God wants for your heart?  

A Tip for the Group 

To get the discussion started, it can be useful to simply 

to share a word or phrase that stuck out to them from the 

reading. You might refrain from offering additional 

details, interpretations, or explanations at this point. 

This allows everyone to chime in without feeling 

pressure to figure it all out at once. It also helps the 

group to get a common sense of what seems most 

interesting. 

A Tip for the Group 

The purpose of this small group discussion is to listen 

for what God might be saying – in the reading, in 

individual hearts, and in the voices of others in the 

group. The questions below are meant as suggestions for 

listening more deeply to what the Gospel passage might 

have to say. They don’t need to be answered in any 

order, and the group can respond to anything that comes 

up in the conversation. If other questions or 

interpretations arise, please feel free to use them!  

A Tip for the Group 

Once the discussion seems to be winding down, or if 

you’re approaching the end of the session, it can be 

helpful to use a few wrap up questions to collect the 

group’s insights and key takeaways.  



 

 

Week 3 – Telling What Your See and Hear 

            

 
 

 

Week 3.5 

 

● How is this small group experience going for you? What is working really well? What might 

work better next week? 

 

Closing Prayer  

The closing prayer uses the format of the 

Prayers of the Faithful at Mass. Someone with a 

prayer request says, “For [individual prayer 

request], we pray to the Lord” and the group 

responds, “Lord, hear our prayer.” (E.g. “For 

my niece, who is having surgery on Thursday, 

we pray to the Lord.” “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

Once it seems like everyone has asked for what 

 they need, the group can close with the Our Father. 

A Tip for the Group 

The following closing prayer is a suggestion. It 

works well because it gives everyone a chance to 

share their requests, and it’s in a familiar format. 

But if another closing prayer seems better, feel free 

to use it. Either way, it’s good to use the same kind 

of closing prayer from week to week.  



 

Awaiting Christ in Community 

 

Week #4 – Dreaming the Coming of God 

Attendees:  

List all names of the group members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Agenda 

Opening Prayer from the 4th Sunday of Advent  

Open the meeting with the following prayer. 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,  

your grace into our hearts,  

that we, to whom the Incarnation  

of Christ your Son  

was made known by the message of an Angel,  

may by his Passion and Cross  

be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

God, for ever and ever 

 

Introductions (~5-7 minutes) 

Each person reminds the group of their name and shares, briefly, how things are going. 

 

 

A Tip for the Group 

What follows is the opening prayer 

from the Sunday Mass. It’s always 

related to the Sunday gospel, so it’s a 

useful way to begin. But if you prefer 

to use your own opening prayer, please 

feel free to do so. One person can pray 

this prayer on behalf of the group or 

the whole group can pray it together. 



 

 

Week 4 – Dreaming the Coming of God 

            

 
 

 

Week 4.2 

 

Personal Check-In  (~2-5 minutes) 

Take a couple minutes to reflect silently on 

one or two of the following questions: 

● Where / how is my heart these days?  

● What is God asking of me this season?  

● What does God want for me that I might 

be resisting or too busy to recognize?  

 

 

 

Gospel Reading: 4th Sunday of Advent, Matthew 1:18-24 

A volunteer reads this passage out loud to the group. 

 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 

When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 

but before they lived together, 

she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 

yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 

decided to divorce her quietly. 

Such was his intention when, behold, 

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

"Joseph, son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 

For it is through the Holy Spirit 

that this child has been conceived in her. 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins." 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

A Tip for the Group 

Silence can be an important and challenging 

component of a positive small group experience. We 

need silence to collect our ourselves, to reflect on what 

we’re experiencing, and to let the words we have 

spoken breathe.  

To create fruitful expectations around this time of silent 

reflection, please openly set a timer on your phone for 

2 – 5 minutes. Begin the time of silent reflection by 

reading the prompt and the reflection questions below 

out loud. 



 

 

Week 4 – Dreaming the Coming of God 

            

 
 

 

Week 4.3 

 

and they shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means "God is with us." 

When Joseph awoke, 

he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 

and took his wife into his home. 

 

What’s Going on in This Reading? 

A volunteer reads the following description of the Gospel reading. 

In this reading, as we approach the feast of the Nativity, we discover that Christ comes into the 

world in the way we least expect. Like many, Joseph awaited the coming of God’s anointed, the 

one who would save God’s people from their sins. But it defied Joseph’s imagination that God’s 

Christ would surrender himself to life as a baby in the womb of an unmarried woman. So Joseph 

resisted. God reassured him, not through the forceful words of a prophet or the mighty deeds of a 

miracle worker, but through the language of dream. Joseph trusted his dream and so made a 

home for Christ in the world.   

 

Listen to the Gospel Again 

A volunteer reads the Gospel 

passage once more. (It can be the 

same reader or a new reader.) 

 

 

First Impressions  

(~5 minutes) 

What did you hear? Share a word or 

a phrase that stands out to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Tip for the Group 

To get the discussion started, it can be useful to simply to share a 

word or phrase that stuck out to them from the reading. You 

might refrain from offering additional details, interpretations, or 

explanations at this point. This allows everyone to chime in 

without feeling pressure to figure it all out at once. It also helps 

the group to get a common sense of what seems most interesting. 

A Tip for the Group 

Because the Scriptures contain many layers of meaning, it can be 

helpful to hear them read aloud at least twice. Reading the 

passage once, providing some context and explanation, and then 

reading the passage again ensures that everyone has had a chance 

to take it in.  



 

 

Week 4 – Dreaming the Coming of God 

            

 
 

 

Week 4.4 

 

Going Deeper (~20-30 minutes) 

Here are some questions to prompt further discussion. 

● Are you a vivid dreamer? Do you pay 

attention to your dreams? Do you think that 

God sometimes communicates to us 

through our nighttime dreams? Do you 

have any good dream stories? 

● Before the coming of Christ, Joseph 

probably dreamed of having what he 

considered to be a normal life with a wife 

and a family. When you were younger, did 

you have big dreams? What have you dreamed of doing or becoming? How have your 

dreams changed over time? 

● God’s dreams for Joseph were far bigger than Joseph’s dreams for himself. Do you ever have 

the sense that God has something much bigger in store for you? If you had to put God’s 

dreams for you into words, what might you say? What about God’s dream for the world? 

● “I’m dreaming of a white Christmas…” What are your dreams for the coming Christmas 

season this year? For the coming 2023 year?  

 

Wrapping Up (~10-15 minutes) 

Here are some questions to help you reflect on what’s worth taking away from tonight’s 

discussion. 

● What did we hear today?  

● What might God be saying to you / us?  

● What will you be looking for over the next 

week?  

● What is one small change you can make in 

your week to receive the gifts God wants for your heart?  

● How has this small group experience gone for you? What’s next in your spiritual life? 

 

 

 

 

 

A Tip for the Group 

The purpose of this small group discussion is to 

listen for what God might be saying – in the reading, 

in individual hearts, and in the voices of others in the 

group. The questions below are meant as suggestions 

for listening more deeply to what the Gospel passage 

might have to say. They don’t need to be answered 

in any order, and the group can respond to anything 

that comes up in the conversation. If other questions 

or interpretations arise, please feel free to use them!  

A Tip for the Group 

Once the discussion seems to be winding down, or if 

you’re approaching the end of the session, it can be 

helpful to use a few wrap up questions to collect the 

group’s insights and key takeaways.  



 

 

Week 4 – Dreaming the Coming of God 

            

 
 

 

Week 4.5 

 

Closing Prayer  

The closing prayer uses the format of the Prayers 

of the Faithful at Mass. Someone with a prayer 

request says, “For [individual prayer request], 

we pray to the Lord” and the group responds, 

“Lord, hear our prayer.” (E.g. “For my niece, 

who is having surgery on Thursday, we pray to 

the Lord.” “Lord, hear our prayer.” Once it 

seems like everyone has asked for what they need,  

the group can close with the Our Father. 

 

A Tip for the Group 

The following closing prayer is a suggestion. It 

works well because it gives everyone a chance to 

share their requests, and it’s in a familiar format. 

But if another closing prayer seems better, feel 

free to use it. Either way, it’s good to use the same 

kind of closing prayer from week to week. 0 


