
The COVID-19 Pandemic 
At this writing the Governor of Massachusetts has declared 
a state of emergency and limited the number of people at 
any one gathering to twenty-five, as the World Health 
Organization has designated the spread of the COVID-19 
virus as a pandemic. This issue of Orantes is devoted to 
assisting pastors and other parish leaders to formulate a 
responsible pastoral response to the present challenging 
circumstances. New resources may also be accessed on the 
website of the Office for Worship in the coming days. 
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A Letter from Bishop McManus 
16 March 2020 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This edition of ORANTES, the liturgy newsletter of the Office 
for Divine Worship is dedicated to our pastoral and liturgical 
response to the spread of the Corona virus pandemic.  

After carefully considering the best advice of medical and 
governmental authorities, I have decided to suspend the 
celebration of all public celebrations of the the Sacred Liturgy 
until further notice in the hope of slowing and, God willing, 
halting the spread of this disease. The obligation to take part in 
the Mass on Sundays and Holy days of obligation is thereby 
lifted.  

I wish to emphasize how important it is that we not panic, but 
simply accept the present challenges as an opportunity to do 
God’s will in confronting the Corona virus pandemic. These 
challenges, like sickness itself, are an opportunity to love as 
Christ has taught us from the wood of the Cross. This particular 
Lent will be for all of us a time to reflect on his Blessed Passion 
and how joining our sufferings to his gives meaning and 
strengthens us with his grace. 

Finally, the Office for Divine Worship has prepared Holy Cards 
which I would encourage you to distribute to your parishioners 
so that we might be one in prayer this Lent. Let us pray that 
those who are sick or fearful may be consoled by God’s infinite 
love and care for us. 

With every best wish, I remain,  

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Bishop of Worcester 
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Now that public celebrations of the 
Liturgy are suspended 
Three major pastoral initiatives have been developed to continue 
the pastoral care of the faithful in the Diocese of Worcester. 

1. In regard to pastoral care of the sick  
In each area, two or more priests will be assigned and will be 
trained shortly to act as designated ministers to the sick. They 
will provide pastoral care to the quarantined, the sick and the 
dying.  

These priests will be chosen from among the younger, and 
therefore less vulnerable clergy with an appreciation for their 
pastoral zeal and suitability for this ministry. They will be 
temporarily relieved of their other pastoral responsibilities and 
are being trained to take the proper precautions to safeguard 
their health and the health of those with whom they come in 
contact.  

Other priests are urged to remain in the rectory and maintain 
phone, e-mail and social media contact with parishioners. All 
pastoral and in-home visits are to be suspended. If a person is in 
need of a pastoral visit, this should be referred to one of the 
designated priests for each area. 

2. In regard to Social Media  
The TV Ministry of the Diocese of Worcester will provide, in 
addition to the daily and Sunday Mass, expanded coverage of 
Masses in several languages, Eucharistic adoration and 
devotions. Programs will be available via cable and streaming 
video. Priests are urged to widely publicize these opportunities 
on their websites and social media pages. A complete schedule 
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of our TV Ministry resources can be accessed by clicking this 
link.   1

3. In regard to other resources  
The Office for Divine Worship is preparing supportive prayers, 
Scripture readings, Liturgies of the Word and other spiritual 
materials.  Priests are urged to widely publicize these resources 
on their websites and social media pages. These resources can be 
accessed by clicking this link. 

In regard to Funerals 
Funeral Masses may be celebrated with the immediate family 
only (limited to fifteen people) with the appropriate provisions 
for social distancing and liturgical adaptations provided by the 
Office for Worship. Families may also be provided with the 
opportunity to celebrate only the Rites of Committal at the 
cemetery with a Funeral Mass to be scheduled sometime in the 
future. Families should be assured that a Mass will, in any case, 
be offered for the deceased person on the day of their burial. 

In regard to Weddings 
Wedding Masses may be celebrated with the immediate family 
and witnesses only (limited to twenty people) with the 
appropriate provisions for social distancing and liturgical 
adaptations provided by the Office for Worship. Families may 
also be provided with the opportunity to postpone the wedding 
to a future date.  

 Priests are urged to make sure Diocesan links to Streaming Masses 1

(weekday and Sunday) are included on their websites and advertised 
widely. Daily Liturgies of the Word and devotionals will be provided 
by the Office for Divine Worship so that people can pray at home. 
Priests might also promote online-giving and revisit your social media 
policies so they can stay in touch with their parishioners by Flocknote, 
etc.
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In regard to Baptisms 
Individual Baptisms may be celebrated with the immediate 
family and witnesses only (limited to twenty people) with the 
same provisions for social distancing and liturgical adaptations 
required for Weddings. 

In regard to the Sacrament of Penance 
With the suspension of person-to-person contact, the Sacrament 
of Penance will not be available, except to the most seriously ill 
from the Designated Priest Ministers of the Sick. Priests are 
reminded that the Sacrament of Penance may not be validly 
celebrated without the physical presence of an individual. The 
Sacrament may not be validly celebrated by telephone or by 
other forms of electronic communication. 

Priests are encouraged to distribute information on the making 
of a perfect Act of Contrition by clicking this link. 

In regard to leaving the church open for 
private prayer 
Priests are advised that if their church is normally open during 
the day, they might consider leaving it open for the moment, 
assuming not more than 25 people gather at any given time. 
Signs might be posted reminding the faithful of this limit. If 
more than 25 people habitually gather, the Church should be 
closed to the public. 
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Advice to our priests 

Even with no publicly celebrated Masses, the clergy are urged to 
exercise their responsibility to pray for the people. The full 
course of the Liturgy of the Hours and the Mass, even when the 
priest is alone, should be celebrated daily and shared with the 
faithful online or even by telephone to whatever extent possible. 
Should parishioners inquire concerning Mass intentions, priests 
should assure them these will be fulfilled in the priests’ private 
Masses. 

Promote social distancing by reminding all that the virus can be 
contagious for up to five days before a person shows symptoms. 
Even those priests living together in a rectory, therefore, should 
exercise appropriate “social distancing,” regularly wash their 
hands and disinfect commonly used surfaces. 

A system for regularly “checking in” on priests, especially those 
who are living alone, will be implemented. 
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A Prayer in Time of Pandemic 
The following prayer, available on the Diocesan website and to 
be distributed by Partners in Charity, is recommended to all the 
faithful. 

O God,  
whose Only Begotten Son  
bore the weight of human suffering  
for our salvation,  
hear the prayers of your Church 
for our sick brothers and sisters 
and deliver us from this time of trial. 

Open our ears and our hearts 
to the voice of your Son:  
Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 

Bless all doctors and nurses,  
researchers and public servants;  
give us the wisdom to do what is right  
and the faith to endure this hour,  
that we might gather once again  
to praise your name in the heart of your Church, 
delivered from all distress  
and confident in your mercy. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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