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Mrs. Sara Kessler 
Faithful Beginnings Director

Mrs. Kessler will be joining us for her fourth year with Faithful Beginnings! 
She loves the incredibly strong sense of Catholic community at SVDP. 
Her favorite part about teaching preschool is working with the whole 
family to create an amazing start to their child's education. She also 
enjoys finding new and exciting ways to learn through play. She attended 
the University of MN-Duluth and is dual licensed in Early Childhood Special 
Education and Early Childhood Education. Prior to coming to St. Vincent's, 
she worked in Columbia Heights as an early intervention teacher in 
inclusive Pre-K, ECFE, and Special Education classrooms.

Mrs. Kessler loves spending time with her husband, Adam, and her sons, 
Jonah and Isaac. Together, they love to go on walks, travel, spend time by 
the water, and of course reading!

Mrs. Lynette Sawicky 
Preschool Teacher (T/Th) 

Mrs. Saw  icky grew up teaching Sunday School in church.  She 
attended t he University of Minnesota and received a degree in 
Child Psych ology with an emphasis in Early Childhood. She then 
worked in t he Colorado Springs school system for 5 years as a 
preschool  teacher and parent educator while her husband was 
stationed a t Fort Carson in the Army.   

After staying home and raising her children, she worked as a 
breastfeeding counselor for 5.5 years. Her babies are now in 
11th and 9th grade at Osseo, and 7th, 4th, and 1st here at SVDP 
this year. She is THRILLED to be back with the little ones because 
they are her absolute favorite! Their growing minds are so 
inquisitive and their zest for life is unmatchable.

Mrs. Jean Winn 
Pre-Kindergarten Teacher 

Mrs. Winn has been a beloved Kindergarten teacher at St. Vincent 
de Paul for 29 years! Now she is teaching our Pre-Kindergarten 
students in our Faithful Beginnings Program. She attended college 
at St. Cloud State University and has a degree in Elementary 
Education with a minor in Kindergarten and Early Childhood & 
Family Studies. She finds teaching young children very rewarding 
and enjoys every new day as an adventure in learning.  

Mrs. Winn and her husband, Mike, have been married for over 30 
years and are long time parishioners of St. Vincent de Paul. They 
have three grown children and three grandchildren. When not in 
school, she enjoys spending time with her grandchildren, using 
her photography skills, making crafts, reading a good book, and 
planning fun activities for her students.
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Mrs. Kim Ordner       
Preschool Teacher (M,W,F)

This will be Mrs. Ordner’s third year with our Faithful Beginnings Program.  
Before this year, she was the Tuesday/Thursday preschool class assistant and 
the Mini Vinnie Sunday School director at SVDP. Mrs. Ordner and her husband 
joined St. Vincent’s in 2008. They have an 9th grader at Osseo High School, 
and 6th grader and kindergartener here at SVDP.

Mrs. Ordner has a degree in Early Childhood Education from the University of 
Wisconsin Stout and worked with infants-preschoolers at a Childcare center in 
downtown Minneapolis for three years before she spent a few years as a 
stay–at-home mom.  She loves working with young children because they 
know how to brighten a room, spread love and smiles, and find the joy of 
learning and in the little things in life so effortlessly.   

When she has free time, Mrs. Ordner enjoys watching her children play 
sports, playing cards or board games, traveling with her family and just 
spending time with friends and family. 

Mrs. Cindy Pikovsky 
Pre-Kindergarten Assistant

Mrs. Pikovs  ky received 12 years of Catholic education in Elyria, Ohio. 

She graduated from Ohio State University with a BS degree. She 
worked for two large corporations for 10+ years in sales, marketing, 
and product management. 

She was then blessed with the vocation of housewife and mother for 
seventeen years in which she had the opportunity to become active 
as a volunteer at St. Vincent's and her daughter's school. She chose 
not to return to the business environment because of her love for 
her faith and sharing it with children. She has been an employee at 
St. Vincent's since 2010 and has been working in various roles in the 
After- School, Summer, and Preschool Programs.

She and her husband, Michael, live in Plymouth. They have a 25 year 
old daughter, Michele, and a 12-year old Pomeranian, Lidia. Michael 
is a pilot and the family enjoys traveling. 
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 Mrs. Hazel Ward 
Preschool Assistant

Mrs. Todey 
First Beginnings aftershool coordinator 
ones. 

Mrs. Ward is starting her third year as our Preschool Assistant. 
She studied Psychology at the University of Queensland, Australia 
and is trained for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Level I) and 
she leads that with our preschoolers.

She has a love for learning and forming young souls: she has 
worked as a Confirmation Coordinator and teacher with high 
school students, as a faith formation teacher with elementary 
students and as a parent liaison with ECFL. Last year she also 
worked in the After-School Program at SVDP. 

Mrs. Ward has three children who also attend SVDP.

In her free time she enjoys running, cooking and traveling. As a 
family they enjoy  bike rides, serving at SVDP and spending time 
together. 

Mrs. Todey 
Faithful Beginnings Afterschool Coordinator

Mrs. Todey is a parishioner of St. Vincent de Paul and attended 
Catholic schools for both elementary and high school. 

She studied at UW Stout in Menomonie Wisconsin in graphic 
design and business. She worked outside of the home in 
business for the first 5 years after leaving school.  She then 
stayed home as a full-time Mom with her three daughters and 
two dogs.  

She taught art for many years for Maple Grove Park and Rec 
and Abrakadoodle and has spent the last nine years working for 
Osseo District 279 in their early morning and after-school care 
program.

She loves being a part of the  St. Vincent de Paul family and 
looks forward to getting to know you and your little ones. 




