
 

 Mrs. Wendy Carmon  
Faithful Beginnings Director 

 
Mrs. Carmon will be joining us for her third year with Faithful 
Beginnings! She grew up going to Catholic school from kinder-
garten through 12th grade and loves the close-knit community 
that comes from belonging to a place where faith and values 
are interwoven throughout everything.  
 
Before coming to St. Vincent de Paul, she received her BS de-
gree from the University of South Dakota. Mrs. Carmon has 
worked in a variety of school settings including Elementary 
Special Education, Early Childhood Family Education and Pre-
school/Pre-K.  
 
Her favorite part about teaching preschool is knowing every 
day will be a new adventure, filled with unique personalities, 
fantastic imaginations, and a lot of learning.  
 
Mrs. Carmon loves spending time with her husband, Brad, and 
her children Hannah (a Senior at NDSU), Jackson (a Freshman 
at Winona State), and Alayna (an 8th grader). 

Meet our Faithful + Beginnings staff 

Mrs.  Lynette Sawicky 
Preschool Teacher (T/TH) 

 

This will be Mrs. Sawicky’s 6th year with our 
Faithful beginnings program! Her love for 
teaching started growing when she taught 
Sunday School in her church.   

She attended the University of Minnesota   
and received her degree in Child Psychology 
with an emphasis in Early Childhood. She then  
worked in the Colorado Springs school system 
for 5 years as a preschool teacher and parent 
educator while her husband was stationed at 
Fort Carson in the Army. While staying home 
and raising their children she worked as a 
breastfeeding counselor for five years, and 
ultimately missed the classroom and was 
thrilled to start helping in our program shortly 
after it opened!   

She is THRILLED to be back with the little ones because they are her “absolute favorite”! Their growing minds are so inquisitive and their   
zest for life is unmatchable!  

Mrs. Sawicky and her husband, Chuck, have five children:  Charley, a sophomore at St. Ben’s; Luke and Jake, a senior and sophomore at       
Osseo Senior High; and Cole and Natalie, a 6th and 4th grader here at SVDP! She enjoys watching all of her kids play hockey, camping,  
fishing and traveling!  

 



Mrs. Kim Ordner  
Preschool Teacher (M/W/F) 

 

This will be Mrs. Ordner’s 6th year with our Faithful Beginnings 
Program. Before becoming the M,W,F preschool teacher, she 
was the Tuesday/Thursday preschool class assistant and the 
Mini Vinnie Sunday School director at SVDP. Mrs. Ordner and 
her husband joined St. Vincent’s in 2008. They have a 9th and 
12th grader at Osseo High School, and a 3nd grader here at 
SVDP.  

Mrs. Ordner has a degree in Early Childhood Education from 
the University of Wisconsin Stout and worked with infants-
preschoolers at a Childcare center in downtown Minneapolis 
for three years before she spent a few years as a stay–at-home 
mom. She loves working with young children because they 
know how to brighten a room, spread love and smiles, and 
have a  joy of learning find awe in the little things so effortless-
ly.  

When she has free time, Mrs. Ordner enjoys watching her chil-
dren play sports, playing cards or board games, traveling with 
her family and just spending time with friends and family. 

Meet our Faithful + Beginnings staff 

Mrs. Jean Winn  
Pre-Kindergarten Teacher 

  
Mrs. Winn has been teaching at Saint Vincent de Paul for 35 years! First as a beloved Kindergarten teacher. The last several years she has 
been teaching our Pre-Kindergarten students in our Faithful Beginnings Program. 
 
She attended college at St. Cloud State University and has a degree in Elementary Education with a minor in Kindergarten and Early Child-
hood & Family Studies. She finds teaching young children very rewarding and enjoys every new day as an adventure in learning.  
 
Mrs. Winn and her husband, Mike, have been married for over 30 years and are long time parishioners of St. Vincent de Paul. They have 
three grown children and four grandchildren. When not in school, she enjoys spending time with her grandchildren, using her photog-
raphy skills, making crafts, reading a good book, and planning fun activities for her students. 



Mrs. Tamara Todey 
Faithful Beginnings After School Coordinator 

 
Mrs. Todey is a parishioner of St. Vincent de Paul and 

attended Catholic schools for both elementary and high 

school. She studied at UW Stout in Menomonie Wisconsin.    

Mrs. Todey and her husband have three daughters, one 

granddaughter and two fur babies.    

This will be her fifth year in the Faithful Beginnings program. 

She loves being a part of the St. Vincent de Paul family and 

looks forward to getting to know you and your little ones. 

Meet our Faithful + Beginnings staff 
Mrs. Cindy Pikovsky 

Pre-Kindergarten Assistant (M-F) 

 
Mrs. Pikovsky is a cradle Catholic and received 12 years of Catholic educa-
tion in Elyria, Ohio. She graduated from Ohio State University with a BSBA 
degree. She worked for two large corporations for 10+ years in sales, mar-
keting, and product management. 

She was blessed with the vocation of housewife and mother for 17 years in 
which she had the opportunity to become active as a volunteer at St. Vin-
cent's and her daughter's school. She chose not to return to the business 
environment because of her love for her faith and sharing it with children, 
which is evident in the 15 years of her volunteering to teach Faith For-
mation to all ages of the parish youth.  

She has been an employee at St. Vincent's since 2010 and continues to 
volunteer at the parish in a variety of areas. She and her husband Michael, 
who is a pilot, live in Plymouth. They have one, 28 year old daughter, 
Michele. They all enjoy traveling. 

Mrs. Rebecca Keran 
Faithful Beginnings Teacher Aid 

 

This is Mrs. Keran’s first year in a classroom at St. Vincent de Paul. She has been doing daycare 
in her home for over 20 years and decided it was time for a change.  

 
Her and her husband Pat have five kids. Their oldest is a “full on grown-up”! They also have 
two children in college, and their two youngest are in 10th and 7th grades.  

 
Mrs. Keran loves being outdoors with her family especially if it involves hiking. Exploring state 
parks is a favorite weekend activity. However, if she must be inside, she keeps busy baking, 
cooking, sewing, and playing board games. 



Meet our Faithful + Beginnings staff 

Mrs. Margaret Martin 
Faithful Beginnings TTH Preschool Assistant Teacher 

 
Mrs. Martin and her husband Jim have been attending St. Vincent de Paul 
since 2008.  They have a 2nd grader and Kindergartener at Weaver Lake 
Elementary School. This is Mrs. Martin's 1st year with our Faithful Begin-
nings program.  

Mrs. Martin has degrees in Health and Human Performance and Early 
Childhood Studies as well as a Masters in Family Life Education.   

Mrs. Martin has worked in youth and family programs for 15 years includ-
ing 10 in an early childhood setting. She has spent the last 7 years as a stay 
at home mom and is excited to get back into the classroom working with 
young children. She loves working with preschool age children because 
she enjoys watching them grow and learn new skills.  

When not in school, Mrs. Martin enjoys taking her children on adventures 
to explore parks and nature areas.  She enjoys playing games, having fami-
ly movie nights, and watching her children play sports.   

With this guiding theme, we will lean into our Catholic Identity even more by inspiring the children to act kindly, speak sincerely, and treat each other with respect. We see that 
holding each other in high regard with great consideration in our words and actions brings together a community of peace, love, and understanding.                                                                                                       

We will work together under the common goal of attaining heaven  

Mrs. Amanda Miller 
Faithful Beginnings MWF Preschool Assistant Teacher 

 
Mrs. Miller is very excited for her first year as a Faithful Beginnings 
Preschool Assistant. She is returning back to work after spending the 
last 14 years at home with her two kids, Drake and Claire. Drake is a 
9th grader at Totino-Grace, and Claire is a 5th grader at SVDP.  

Before her role as a stay-at-home mom, Mrs. Miller was a fifth and 
sixth grade teacher at a small town school in Illinois. She received 
her BS in Elementary Education from Millikin University.  

Mrs. Miller loves watching children’s imaginations come to life. Her 
favorite moments in the classroom are when she sees a child’s face 
light up with joy when he/she has learned something new. She loves 
hearing stories and watching her students learn and grow each day.  


