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Mass Schedule  

  Umbarger Happy 

Mon, September 14 The Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross 

No Mass No Mass 

Tue, September 15 Our Lady of Sorrows 7 PM - Jim Grabber No Mass 

Wed, September 16 Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian 8 AM - Marcella Brandt No Mass 

Thu, September 17 St. Robert Bellarmine 8 AM - Knights of Columbus 7 PM 

Fri, September 18  8 AM - Dale & Kathy Artho No Mass 

Sat, September 19 St. Januarius No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family 

Sun, September 20 The 25th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass 
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ST. MARY’S 

 

 

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1st
 Sunday at 10:30 AM 

Anointing of the Sick: By Request 

CYO 4th Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall 

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30  

 

Until further notice: We will not have a liturgy list, but 

ask for volunteers to lector. 

 

The Christian Mothers Organization is looking for a 

president and a secretary. Please prayerfully consider 

stepping up to serve the parish and connect in this 

fellowship of women. If you are interested or would like to 

know more information, please call Debbie Batenhorst at 

499-3543. 

 

Sauerkraut: We will be making Sauerkraut for our 

annual fundraiser on Saturday, the 19th, at 8 AM. All are 

welcome, please come and help!

 

Live Mass Streaming: We will continue to live-stream 

mass for the time being. To access, follow our Facebook 

Page: StMarys Umbarger. 

 

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved 

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket, 

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr Grant. 

 

 

Daily meditation on God’s presence can change 

our actions 

By Philip Kosloski 

If you want to be a better person, start by recognizing the 

presence of God in your daily life. 

Often we will say that we want to improve our lives and be 

a better person. However, the next day we commit the 

same sins and continue the same bad habits. 

One way to make a change in our lives is to meditate on 

God’s divine presence. 

In The Catholic prayer book and manual of meditations, 

the author explains how meditating on God’s presence can 

have a real impact on our lives. 

God at this moment beholds me as if I were alone in the 

world; or, rather, he is within me as an eye infinitely 

enlightened, which observes me constantly, and which 

nothing can escape. He sees me as clearly as he 

comprehends himself. 

Ought I not to be infinitely more ashamed that my sins 

should appear in his sight, than that they should be 

exposed to the eyes of the whole world? Would I commit in 

the presence of a servant, what I dare commit before the 

King of kings? 

How often do we recognize God’s presence? Do we feel his 

eyes watching us? His eyes are not those of a tyrant, but 

the eyes of a loving father, who is hurt each time we sin 

against him. 

It is out of love that we should amend our lives, seeking to 

please our Heavenly Father, who always beholds us. 

Put yourself in the presence of God … The most powerful 

remedy against sin is to say frequently within yourself, 

“God beholds me.” 

Let us try to remember God’s presence in our lives and do 

all our actions as if we were doing them in front of him. In 

truth we are, though we may not always be aware of it. 
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS 

4 Lessons from Christ on the Eucharist 

By Thomas Griffin 

The Bread of Life Discourse (John 6:22-71) is the single 

greatest teaching regarding the Eucharist that we have 

from the lips of Jesus himself. As in every passage in the 

Bible, the context of the passage is crucial. Directly prior to 

Jesus’ teaching on the Eucharist we have two of the most 

famous miracles of Christ that are recorded in the Gospels: 

the multiplication of the loaves (John 6:1-15) and the 

walking on water (John 6:16-21). Without the details of 

these two accounts, one cannot come to see the fullness of 

Christ’s teaching on the Eucharist. 

In the first scene, there were huge crowds flocking to see 

Christ and hear him teach. The day was growing late and 

Jesus desired for the disciples to feed the crowd. Philip 

notes that it would take two hundred days’ wages to feed 

the multitudes, while Andrew brings a boy, his five loaves 

of bread, and two fish to the attention of Jesus. Now that 

Christ has been given this small offering from the people, 

he immediately says, “have the people recline” (John 

6:10). He did not answer Andrew or Philip, and he did not 

strike up a conversation with the boy or anyone else for 

that matter; he merely directed the crowds to be seated.  

With the little that has been given, Jesus ensured that the 

crowds had more than they could ever need. He gave 

thanks (prayed) over the loaves and fish, multiplied them, 

and directed the disciples to distribute them to the crowd 

(John 6:11). There were baskets of fish and bread left over 

(John 6:13). 

Lesson One: God Provides 

The first lesson from Christ on the Eucharist is that, even 

if all we have is a small offering, like the boy with just a few 

loaves and fish, Jesus will make it more than enough by 

his mercy, love, and compassion. The Eucharist involves 

Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, but also calls forth some 

form of sacrifice from us. 

After he multiplied the loaves and fish, the crowds began 

to hail Jesus as a prophet; they were convinced that he was 

going to be their king. Christ noticed the demeanor of the 

crowd and he recognized that their praise toward him 

revolved around human power and strength, not the 

wisdom of God. He disappeared, ascending up the 

mountain by himself to pray (John 6:15). While he was on 

the mountain, the disciples climbed into a boat and 

headed out on the Sea of Galilee. While they were at sea, a 

strong storm struck and the boat was in danger of sinking.  

Lesson Two: Trust in God 

Few note the fact that the landscape of the Sea of Galilee is 

surrounded by mountains in certain locations. While the 

storm is sending waves crashing overboard  

onto the disciples’ boat, Christ is on the mountain and is 

overlooking the sea. He knew they were in danger, so he made 

his way toward them: “They saw Jesus walking on the sea.” John 

6:19 

Before they can speak, Christ tells them to not be afraid. “Be not 

afraid” is a common way for God to greet people in Scripture, 

and it implies they are in God’s presence and in awe of the power 

they are witnessing. 

Thus, the second lesson from Christ on the Eucharist is that 

when we are in need we must trust in God’s never-failing 

presence and power that will calm every storm in our lives, even 

when it appears like God is absent. The Eucharist is the source of 

all grace, the mercy seat of the Son, and the place where we come 

face-to-face with the one whose love burns away all fear.  

Lesson Three: No Eucharist, No Life 

Once they return to shore, they are met by more crowds who 

desire to ask Jesus the all-important question regarding 

accomplishing God’s work. Jesus responds with a reference to 

bread (the manna in the desert) and claims that he is the Bread 

of Life; that the true accomplishment of God’s work is to receive 

his Flesh and Blood (John 6:31, 35). Reception of the Bread of 

Life brings life without end, and unites us to the one who has no 

beginning or end: “This is the bread that comes down from 

heaven so that one may eat it and not die.” John 6:50 

The third lesson from Christ on the Eucharist is that—if we are to 

follow Christ—not receiving him is not an option, and our 

reception of the one that came down from heaven brings us into 

direct contact with the eternal life offered to us. 

Lesson Four: The Eucharist Will Cause Division 

The people surrounding Jesus during his lecture on the 

Eucharist continue to ask several questions because they cannot 

understand how he can be speaking literally. And yet, he refers 

to himself as the Bread of Life several times while clearly stating: 

“my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.” John 6:55 

The inner circle of disciples even speak up to Jesus, and exclaim 

the difficulty of this teaching, but he stands firm. If Jesus did not 

want his followers to take his words literally, this was the perfect 

opportunity to clarify that he was only speaking figuratively. 

However, he sticks to the truth, and “as a result of this, many of 

his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 

accompanied him” (John 6:66). 

The fourth and final lesson from the Eucharist is that Jesus 

clearly stated we receive his living Flesh and Blood, and from the 

beginning, this is a cause for division among the ranks. The 

Eucharist may be a difficult teaching and reality to understand, 

but its foundation from the lips of Christ is unquestionable. 

God’s proximity to his people has been doubted from the start, 

but his true presence endures at the Mass and in our tabernacles 

waiting for us to not run away, but run toward him in the 

Eucharist. 
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE 

 

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin 

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact Fr. 

Grant by email: frgrantspinhirne@gmail.com or 

Christina Wegman by email: 

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone: 

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Grant 

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6 

months advance for weddings. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by 

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and 

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please 

contact Fr. Grant or Debbie Batenhorst at least 3 

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS please talk to Fr. 

Grant or leave the intention in the collection 

basket. There are envelopes available in the back 

of Church.

 

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes 

ST. MARY’S: Jeremy Koch, MaryBeth Sayers 

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo 

Brionez Sr., Ricardo Brionez Jr., Joe Frausto, 

Susana Garza, Martina Mendez, Martin Montoya, 

Mario Quzada, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto, Betty Sosa, 

Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa, Paula Sosa 

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator 

for the Diocese of Amarillo 

Sharyn Delgado 

Victim Assistance Coordinator 

719 South Austin 

Amarillo, Tx 79106 

Phone: 806-671-4830 

Fax: 806-373-4662 

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

 

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home 

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course 

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes 

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a 

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic 

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live 

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70. 

 

Would you Like to attend an 

ACTS Retreat Weekend? 

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online. 

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can 

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org
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