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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, December 20 No Mass No Mass

Tue, December 21 St. Peter Canisius 7 PM - Christian Mothers No Mass

Wed, December 22 8 AM - Georgia Auckerman No Mass

Thu, December 23 St. John of Kanty 8 AM - Mary Grabber No Mass

Fri, December 24 10 PM 7 PM

Sat, December 25 9 AM 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, December 26 The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary & Joseph

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

December

24, 2021
Brandon Finke

Jacie Guerrero

Kyle Guerrero
Melvin Wieck

Knights of

Columbus

December

25, 2021
Suzy Hicks

Raynee Robinson

Kaytlyn Garrett
Robert Friemel

Knights of

Columbus

December

26, 2021
Jacie Guerrero

Charles Robinson

April Artho
Dustin Artho

Knights of

Columbus

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

Christmas Decorating: will be after mass today.

Please help us get our church decorated for the Christmas

Season!

Meal Train update- Chelcie Artho will be taking over

the Meal Train group. If you would like to be added to the

list that receives the notifications please email

chelskie.s@gmail.com. If you need a Meal Train setup or

know of anyone that needs one, please let her know.

Holy Hour: will be next Tuesday, December 28th. Mark

your calendars!

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr Grant.

Holy Day Mass Schedule:

Christmas:

December 24th - 7pm - Happy & 10pm - Umbarger

December 25th - 9am -Umbarger

Solemnity of Mary:

December 31st - 7pm - Happy

January 1st - 9am - Umbarger

Advent prayer for wisdom to know the truth

By Philip Kosloski

This prayer by Pope Benedict XVI asks God for the grace of

wisdom during the Advent season, that we may be open to

God's truth.

It is not easy to know the truth, whether it is the truth

behind the “fake news” we find every day or the more

profound truth of Jesus Christ. The good news is that it is

possible to know the truth, but according to Pope Benedict

XVI, we must become “little.”

He explains in a homily during Advent in 2009 how being

“little” is the key to wisdom.

Then there is the other way of using reason, of being wise

that of the man who recognizes who he is; he recognizes

the proper measure and greatness of God, opening himself

in humility to the newness of God’s action. It is in this way,

precisely by accepting his own smallness, making himself

little as he really is, that he arrives at the truth.

Pope Benedict points out such saints as St. Therese of

Lisieux as examples of those who were “little” and arrived

at the truth.

Here is the prayer he concluded his homily with, asking

God for the grace to be “little” and find true wisdom.

Let us now pray that the Lord will give us true humility.

May he give us the grace of being little in order to be truly

wise; may he illumine us, enable us to see his mystery in

the joy of the Holy Spirit. May he help us to be true

theologians who can proclaim his mystery because we are

touched in the depths of our hearts, of our very existence.

Amen.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

The real reason why there was “no room at the

inn”

By Philip Kosloski

The "inn" is not what you think it was.

The Christmas story is very familiar to many of us, but

growing up certain images can cloud our view of what

actually happened over 2,000 years ago. In particular,

there is a common narrative that depicts Joseph

pounding on doors trying to find a place where Mary

can give birth to Jesus.

The owner of the local Motel 6 slams the door in

Joseph’s face, saying that there is “no vacancy.” Then

Joseph finally finds a stable where animals are kept and

brings Mary to the humble place just in time before

Jesus is born.

While it is an engaging story, it doesn’t match-up with

the biblical account and the original Greek text.

Luke sets the stage, “And she gave birth to her

first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths,

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place

for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7).

The last word, “inn,” is what usually fosters the

narratives as described above. However, the English

word is not a full translation of the Greek.

Guest room

The word used in the original text is kataluma and is

best understood as a “guest room,” not a type of

commercial inn used for travelers. For that type of

lodging Luke uses the word pandokheion. Additionally,

Bethlehem was Joseph’s “hometown” and he likely had

relatives to stay with.

Even more to the point, very few people would want to

give birth in a type of public motel. Inns at that time did

not have a good reputation and Mary would have

wanted privacy for such an intimate event.

Furthermore, a close reading of the text reveals that

Joseph and Mary had been in Bethlehem for a number

of days before her birth.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of

David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was

with child. And while they were there, the time came for

her to be delivered. (Luke 2:4-6)

According to Luke, the holy couple were already staying

in Bethlehem when Mary went into labor. In other

words, they weren’t rushing to find somewhere to stay

on Christmas Eve, but looking for a proper place with

enough space and privacy for the birthing process.

Since the census forced everyone to come back home, the

“inn” or “guest room” was full. Mary and Joseph had to find

another place.

Peasant homes included a stable

Archeological studies can help paint a better picture of what a

house in Bethlehem looked like and where Mary likely gave

birth.

A typical Judean house of that day consisted of an area near

the door, often with a dirt floor, where the family’s animals

were kept at night—so they wouldn’t be stolen or preyed upon

and so their body heat could help warm the home on cool

nights. The family lived and slept in a raised part of the same

room set back from the door. There was also usually a guest

room either upstairs on a second floor or adjoining the family

common room on the lower floor. Typically the lower area

near the door had a manger for food and/or water for the

animals.

Another description explains how, “houses in Bethlehem and

its vicinity often had caves as the back of the house where

they kept their prized ox or beast of burden, lest it be stolen.

The guest room was in the front of the house, the animal

shelter in the back.”

So instead of subjecting the other guests of the home to the

delivery of a child, Mary gave birth in a more private area

where the animals were kept and laid Jesus in the feeding

trough that was there.

This historical rendering of the biblical account is quite

different from the narrative many of us grew up with, but it

doesn’t diminish the humility of Christ’s birth. Jesus was still

born in a place where animals were kept and in a simple

peasant cave in Bethlehem. It remains a beautiful scene that

changed the world forever.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact Fr.

Grant by email: frgrantspinhirne@gmail.com or

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Grant

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Grant or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS please talk to Fr.

Grant or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Servero Gomez, Jeremy Koch,

Charles Russell

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Susana Garza, Ralph

Galaviz, Betty Gonzales, Martina Mendez, Martin

Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario Quzada, Cruz & Lisa

Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz, Stephaney Saenz,

Sergio Saenz Jr, Griselda Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra

Soto, Alexis Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary

Ann Sosa, Paula Sosa

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:frgrantspinhirne@gmail.com
mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

