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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, September 5 No Mass No Mass

Tue, September 6 No Mass No Mass

Wed, September 7 8 AM - Mary Grabber No Mass

Thu, September 8 The Nativity of the

Blessed Virgin Mary

8 AM - Jim Grabber 7 PM -

Fri, September 9 St. Peter Claver 8 AM- Clara Grabber No Mass

Sat, September 10 No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, September 11 The 24th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

September 11, 2022 Robert Friemel
Ella Batenhorst

Kyle Guerrero
Suzy Hicks

Christian

Mothers

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

There will be no daily mass this Tuesday, September 6

at 7 PM.

St Mary’s Prayer Blanket Ministry: If you or a loved

one suffers from a serious illness and would like a blanket,

please contact Suzy Hicks or Fr. Alvin.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the tiny woman recognized

throughout the world for her work among the poorest of

the poor, was beatified October 19, 2003. Among those

present were hundreds of Missionaries of Charity, the

order she founded in 1950, as a diocesan religious

community. Today the congregation also includes

contemplative sisters and brothers, and an order of

priests.

Born to Albanian parents in what is now Skopje,

Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu was the youngest

of the three children who survived. For a time, the family

lived comfortably, and her father’s construction business

thrived. But life changed overnight following his

unexpected death.

During her years in public school, Agnes participated in a

Catholic sodality and showed a strong interest in the

foreign missions. At age 18, she entered the Loreto Sisters

of Dublin. It was 1928 when she said goodbye to her

mother for the final time and made her way to a new land

and a new life. The following year she was sent to the

Loreto novitiate in Darjeeling, India. There she chose the

name Teresa and prepared for a life of service. She was

assigned to a high school for girls in Calcutta, where she

taught history and geography to the daughters of the

wealthy. But she could not escape the realities around

her—the poverty, the suffering, the overwhelming

numbers of destitute people.

In 1946, while riding a train to Darjeeling to make a

retreat, Sister Teresa heard what she later explained as “a

call within a call. The message was clear. I was to leave

the convent and help the poor while living among them.”

She also heard a call to give up her life with the Sisters of

Loreto and instead, to “follow Christ into the slums to

serve him among the poorest of the poor.”

After receiving permission to leave Loreto, establish a

new religious community, and undertake her new work,

Sister Teresa took a nursing course for several months.

She returned to Calcutta, where she lived in the slums and

opened a school for poor children. Dressed in a white sari

and sandals--the ordinary dress of an Indian woman--she

soon began getting to know her neighbors-especially the

poor and sick-and getting to know their needs through

visits. The work was exhausting, but she was not alone for

long. Volunteers who came to join her in the work, some

of them former students, became the core of the

Missionaries of Charity. Others helped by donating food,

clothing, supplies, and the use of buildings. In 1952, the

city of Calcutta gave Mother Teresa a former hostel,

which became a home for the dying and the destitute. As

the order expanded, services were also offered to orphans,

abandoned children, alcoholics, the aging, and street

people.

For the next four decades, Mother Teresa worked

tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her love knew no bounds.

Nor did her energy, as she crisscrossed the globe pleading

for support and inviting others to see the face of Jesus in

the poorest of the poor. In 1979, she was awarded the

Nobel Peace Prize. On September 5, 1997, God called her

home. Blessed Teresa was canonized by Pope Francis on

September 4, 2016.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

CARRYING OUR CROSS

FR. RON ROLHEISER OMI

Among Jesus’ many teachings we find this, rather

harsh-sounding, invitation: Whoever wants to be my

disciple must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and

follow me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and

whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

I suspect that each of us has a gut-sense of what this

means and what it will cost us; but, I suspect too that

many of us misunderstand that Jesus is asking here

and struggle unhealthily with this invitation. What,

concretely, does Jesus mean by this?

To answer that, I would like to lean on some insights

offered by James Martin in his book, Jesus, A

Pilgrimage. He suggests that taking up our cross daily

and giving up life in order to find deeper life means six

interpenetrating things:

First, it means accepting that suffering is a part of our

lives. Accepting our cross and giving up our lives

means that, at some point, we have to make peace with

the unalterable fact that frustration, disappointment,

pain, misfortune, illness, unfairness, sadness, and

death are a part of our lives and they must ultimately

be accepted without bitterness. As long as we nurse the

notion that pain in our lives is something we need not

accept, we will habitually find ourselves bitter – bitter

for not having accepted the cross.

Second, taking up our cross and giving up our lives,

means that we may not, in our suffering, pass on any

bitterness to those around us. We have a strong

inclination, almost as part of our natural instincts, to

make others suffer when we are suffering: If I’m

unhappy, I will make sure that others around me are

unhappy too! This does not mean, as Martin points

out, that we cannot share our pain with others. But

there’s a healthy way of doing this, where our sharing

leaves others free, as opposed to an unhealthy kind of

sharing which subtly tries to make others unhappy

because we are unhappy. There’s a difference between

healthily groaning under the weight of our pain and

unhealthily whining in self-pity and bitterness under

that weight. The cross gives us permission to do the

former, but not the latter. Jesus groaned under the

weight of his cross, but no self-pity, whining, or

bitterness issued forth from his lips or his beaten body.

Third, walking in the footsteps of Jesus as he carries his

cross means that we must accept some other deaths before

our physical death, that we are invited to let some parts of

ourselves die. When Jesus invites us to die in order to find

life, he is not, first of all, talking about physical death. If we

live in adulthood, there are a myriad of other deaths that we

must undergo before we die physically. Maturity and

Christian discipleship are about perennially naming our

deaths, claiming our births, mourning our losses, letting go

of what’s died, and receiving new spirit for the new life that

we are now living. These are the stages of the paschal

mystery, and the stages of growing up. There are daily

deaths.

Fourth, it means that we must wait for the resurrection, that

here in this life all symphonies must remain unfinished. The

book of Proverbs tells us that sometimes in the midst of pain

the best we can do is put our mouths to the dust and wait.

Any real understanding of the cross agrees. So much of life

and discipleship is about waiting, waiting in frustration,

inside injustice, inside pain, in longing, battling bitterness,

as we wait for something or someone to come and change

our situation. We spend about 98% of our lives waiting for

fulfillment, in small and big ways. Jesus’ invitation to us to

follow him implies waiting, accepting to live inside an

unfinished symphony.

Fifth, carrying our cross daily means accepting that God’s

gift to us is often not what we expect. God always answers

our prayers but, oftentimes, by giving us what we really

need rather than what we think we need. The Resurrection,

says James Martin, does not come when we expect it and

rarely fits our notion of how a resurrection should happen.

To carry your cross is to be open to surprise.

Finally, taking up your cross and being willing to give up

your life means living in a faith that believes that nothing is

impossible for God. As James Martin puts it, this means

accepting that God is greater than the human imagination.

Indeed, whenever we succumb to the notion that God cannot

offer us a way out of our pain into some kind of newness, it’s

precisely because we have reduced God down to the size of

our own limited imagination. It’s only possible to accept our

cross, to live in trust, and to not grow bitter inside pain if we

believe in possibilities beyond what we can imagine,

namely, if we believe in the Resurrection.

We can take up our cross when we begin to believe in the

Resurrection.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch,

Charles Russell, Gina Pender

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Susana Garza, Ralph

Galaviz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez, Martina

Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sergio Saenz Jr, Sophie Saenz

Griselda Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto, Alexis

Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Maria Saenz, Janie Ramirez

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

Holy Family Church Labor Day Picnic

Parade- 10 AM

Roast Beef Dinner - 11AM-2PM ($12 for adults)

Activities: Bake Shoppe, Adult Raffle, Adult Bingo, Cow

Patty Bingo, Corn Hole Tournament

Children’s Outdoor Games- noon

Live Trailer & Cattle Auction - 1:30 PM

Hamburger Supper - 5 PM

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

