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Mass Schedule

Umbarger Happy

Mon, September 19 St. Januarius No Mass No Mass

Tue, September 20 Sts. Andrew Kim

Tae-Gon & Paul Chong

Ha-Sang

7 PM - Mary Grabber No Mass

Wed, September 21 St. Matthew 8 AM - Jim Grabber No Mass

Thu, September 22 8 AM - Bernard Grabber 7 PM -

Fri, September 23 St. Pius of Pietrelcina 8 AM- Christian Mothers No Mass

Sat, September 24 No Mass 5:30 PM - Parish Family

Sun, September 25 The 26th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

9:00 AM - Parish Family No Mass
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ST. MARY’S

Date Lector Servers
Eucharistic

Ministers
Usher

September 18, 2022 Laurie Wegman
Breccan Crockett

Braylee Crockett
Denise Schenk KC Usher

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 1
st

Sunday at 10:30 AM

Anointing of the Sick: By Request

CYO 4
th

Sunday 6:00 pm. at the Hall

CCD: Sundays at 10:15-11:30

Get out your cabbage shredders and sharpen your

knives!  Sauerkraut making time is here! Please

plan to join us on September 24tth at 8:00 am in the

parish hall to make the sauerkraut for this year’s sausage

dinner.

Also, a trailer will be needed to load the cabbage

onto the day before we make the sauerkraut. In

the event Affiliated Foods is not able to deliver the

cabbage to Umbarger someone with a trailer will need to

go pick it up in Amarillo.  Please let Briget or Pat know   if

you are able to assist in either way. Thank you.

Server Training: Please join Fr Alvin for a server

training immediately after mass on September 25th in the

Church. All Rookie and Veteran servers are asked to come

for this training!  Will be quick right after mass!

During CCD on the 25th(Same day) Fr Alvin will be

conducting a training and refresher course for all

Eucharist Ministers and Lectors at the Church.

Please come for this quick meeting.

Charles & Debbie Batenhorst would like to invite our

church family to a reception and brunch after mass on

October 9th. Please join us as we celebrate 50 years of

Holy Matrimony.

The Parish Council Minutes from the meeting on

September 11, 2022 have been posted on the bulletin

board by the east door of the church for parishioners to

review.

A volunteer is needed to take over handling the

hall rental agreements. Training will be provided.

Please let Fr. Alvin or Bridget know if you are interested.

Thank you.

Knights of Columbus Meeting: following breakfast on

October 2nd. All men are welcome to join!

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Saint Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)

On Sept. 23, the Catholic Church remembers the Italian

Franciscan priest St. Pio of Petrelcina, better known as

“Padre Pio” and known for his suffering, humility and

miracles. The man later known by these names was

originally named Francesco Forgione, born to his parents

Grazio and Maria in 1887. His parents had seven

children, two of whom died in infancy. They taught the

five surviving children to live their faith through daily

Mass, family prayer of the rosary, and regular acts of

penance. Francesco had already decided at a young age

to dedicate his entire life to God. At age 10, he felt inspired

by the example of a young Capuchin Franciscan, and told

his parents: “I want to be a friar – with a beard.”

Francesco’s father spent time in America, working to

finance his son’s education so he could enter the religious

life. On Jan. 22, 1903, Francesco donned the Franciscan

habit for the first time. He took the new name Pio, a

modernized Italian form of “Pius,” in honor of Pope St.

Pius V. He made his solemn vows four years later, and

received priestly ordination in the summer of 1910.

Shortly after, he first received the Stigmata – Christ’s

wounds, present in his own flesh. Along with these

mystical but real wounds, Padre Pio also suffered health

problems that forced him to live apart from his

Franciscan community for the first six years of his

priesthood. By 1916 he managed to re-enter community

life at the Friary of San Giovanni Rotondo, where he lived

until his death.

During 1917 and 1918, Padre Pio himself briefly served in

a medical unit of the Italian army. He later offered

himself as a spiritual “victim” for an end to the war,

accepting suffering as a form of prayer for peace. Once

again, he received the wounds of Christ on his body. They

would remain with him for 50 years, through a succession

of global conflicts. Against his own wishes, the friar’s

reputation for holiness, and attending miracles, began to

attract huge crowds. Some Church officials, however,

denounced the priest and had him banned from public

ministry in 1931. Pope Pius XI ended the ban two years

later, and his successor Pius XII encouraged pilgrimages

to Padre Pio’s friary. Padre Pio died in 1968, and was

declared a saint in 2002. Three years after his death,

Pope Paul VI marveled at his simple and holy life in an

address to the Capuchin Order.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS

OUR STRUGGLE WITH RICHES

By Fr. Ron Rolheiser OMI

A number of years ago I attended a funeral. The man to

whom we were saying goodbye had enjoyed a full and

rich life. He’d reached the age of 90 and was respected

for having been both successful and honest.  But he’d

always been a strong man, a natural leader, a man who

took charge of things.  He’d had a good marriage, raised

a large family, been successful in business, and held

leadership roles in various civic and church

organizations. He was a man who commanded respect

although he was sometimes feared for his strength.

His son, a priest, was presiding at his funeral. He began

his homily this way: “Scripture tells us that seventy is

the sum of a man’s years, eighty for those who are

strong. Now, our dad lived for ninety years. Why the

extra ten years? Well, it’s no mystery really. It took God

an extra ten years to mellow him out! He was too strong

and cantankerous to die at eighty! But during the last

ten years of his life he suffered a series of massive

diminishments. His wife died, he never got over that.

He had a stroke, he never got over that. He had to be

moved into an assisted living complex, he never got

over that. All these diminishments did their work. By

the time he died, he could take your hand and say:

‘Help me’. He couldn’t say that from the time he could

tie his own shoelaces until those last years. He was

finally ready for heaven. Now when he met St. Peter at

the gates of heaven he could say: ‘Help me!’ rather than

tell St. Peter how he might better organize things.”

This story can help us understand Jesus’ teaching that

the rich find it difficult to enter the kingdom of heaven

while little children enter it quite naturally. We tend to

misunderstand both why the rich find it hard to enter

the kingdom and why little children enter it more

easily. Why do little children enter the kingdom quite

naturally?  In answering this we tend to idealize the

innocence of little children, which can indeed be

striking.  But that’s not what Jesus is holding up as an

ideal here, an ideal of innocence which for us adults is

impossible in any case. It’s not the innocence of

children that Jesus praises; rather it’s the fact that

children have no illusion of self-sufficiency. Children

have no choice but to know their dependence. They’re

not self-sufficient and know that they cannot provide

for themselves. If someone doesn’t feed them they go

hungry. They need to say, and to say it often: “Help

me!”

It’s generally the opposite for adults, especially if we’re

strong, talented, and blessed with sufficient wealth. We easily

nurse the illusion of self-sufficiency. In our strength we more

naturally forget that we need others, that we’re not

self-reliant.

The lesson here isn’t that riches are bad.  Riches, be that

money, talent, intelligence, health, good looks, leadership

skills, or flat-out strength, are gifts from God. They’re good.

It’s not riches that block us from entering the kingdom.

Rather it’s the danger that, having them, we will more easily

also have the illusion that we’re self-sufficient. We aren’t.  As

Thomas Aquinas points out by the very way he defines God

(as Esse Subsistens – Self-sufficient Being) only God does not

needs anyone or anything else. The rest of us do, and little

children more easily grasp this than do adults, especially

strong and gifted adults.

Moreover the illusion of self-sufficiency often spawns another

danger: Riches and the comfort they bring, as we see in the

parable of the rich man who has a beggar at his door, can

make us blind to the plight and hunger of the poor. That’s

one of the dangers in not being hungry ourselves. In our

comfort, we tend not to see the poor.

And so it’s not riches themselves that are bad. The moral

danger in being rich is rather the illusion of self-sufficiency

that seems to forever accompany riches. Little children don’t

suffer this illusion, but the strong do. That’s the danger in

being rich, money-wise or otherwise.

How do we minimize that danger?  By being generous with

our riches. Luke’s Gospel, while being the Gospel that’s

hardest on the rich is also the Gospel that makes most clear

that riches aren’t bad in themselves. God is rich. But God is

prodigiously generous with that richness.  God’s generosity,

as we learn from the parables of Jesus, is so excessive that it’s

scandalous. It upsets our measured sense of fairness. Riches

are good, but only if they’re shared. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus

praises the generous rich but warns the hoarding rich.

Generosity is Godlike, hoarding is antithetical to heaven.

And so from the time we learn to tie our own shoelaces until

the various diminishments of life begin to strip away the

illusion of self-sufficiency, riches of all kinds constitute a

danger. We must never unlearn the words: “Help me!”
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

FOR BULLETIN NOTICES – Bulletin

Deadline: Thursday @ noon. Please Contact

Christina Wegman by email:

cwegman696@yahoo.com or by phone:

(806)499-3531.

Baptism or Wedding Please contact Fr. Alvin

at least 1 month in advance for baptisms and 6

months advance for weddings.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Umbarger: Sundays at 8:30 am or by

appointment. Happy: Saturdays at 5 p.m. and

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. or by appointment.

To use or rent the church or parish hall, please

contact Fr. Alvin or the Parish Office at least 3

months before the event.

FOR MASS INTENTIONS please talk to Fr.

Alvin or leave the intention in the collection

basket. There are envelopes available in the back

of Church.

Please pray for all the sick in our parishes

ST. MARY’S: Severo Gomez, Jeremy Koch,

Charles Russell, Gina Pender

Holy Name of Jesus: Lucy Armendariz, Ricardo

Brionez Jr., Selia Diaz, Susana Garza, Ralph

Galaviz, Betty Gonzales, Alex Lopez, Martina

Mendez, Martin Montoya, Santos Perez, Mario

Quzada, Cruz & Lisa Rodriquez, Joaguin Saenz,

Stephaney Saenz, Sergio Saenz Jr, Sophie Saenz

Griselda Saenz, Felix Silva, Pedra Soto, Alexis

Sosa, Betty Sosa, Leonel Sosa, Mary Ann Sosa,

Paula Sosa, Maria Saenz, Janie Ramirez

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator

for the Diocese of Amarillo

Sharyn Delgado

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, Tx 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830

Fax: 806-373-4662

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

Natural Family Planning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home

and at your own pace with the Home Study Course

from NFP International, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes

Ecological Breastfeeding (it really can space babies), a

double-check system of fertility awareness, and Catholic

teaching that’s easy to understand.  Work with a live

instructor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70.

Would you Like to attend an

ACTS Retreat Weekend?

There is more information about the ACTS Retreat online.

If you or someone you know would like to attend you can

register online at: ACTSamarillo.org

mailto:cwegman696@yahoo.com

